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« Ayy religious despotism commences by com-
bination and influence, and when~that influence
begins to operate on the political institutions of a
country the civil power soon bends under it; and
the catastrophe of other nations furnishes an
awful warning of the consequence.”—U. 8. Sen-
ate Report, 1829,

It js ridiculous for any one to say that the
fathers of the Constitution had any idea of estab-
lishing an atheistic nation. Almost all of them
were professing Christians, but they felt that their

" business was to construct a civil government—a

republic, not a theocracy. To have introduced
the name of God into the Constitution as the
head of the Nation, and then to have left hisrela-
tions and his honors undefined, nor provisions
made for his worship and his support on the part
of the Nation, would have introduced a subject of
perpetual contention in the body politic, be-
cause it would have stood as an anomaly in the
great instrument. The logical sequence must
have been the establishment of a State religion of
some sort as a legacy of perpetual strife.—IRev.
Dr. Armitage, Pastor of the Fifth Avenue Baptist
Church, New York.
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I~ a recent article in the Union Signal, Mrs. J.
C. Batcham says of the Blair Sunday-Rest bill:
« All our arguments for the bill are based upon
the eivil Sabbath, not because we do not appreci-
ate the religious aspect of the case, but because
we think that it has nothing to do with a bill be-
fore Congress which must be sustained by other

than religious considerations.”

Commenting on this the Christian Statesman
severely asks :—

“ Does the writer mean to say that the obligation of
the fourth commandment is not binding on nations
and governments as well ag individuals ? In
other words, have nations nothing to do with the
Christ who is Lord of the Sabbath? Onec chief pur-
pose of the Blair Sunday-Rest bill is to set the Gov-
ernment itself, in its Post-oflice Department and at
other points, in g right attitude toward the Sabbath.
Are there no religious considerations which bear on

" the question of the adoption or rejection of that meas-
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We are surpriscd at the native simplicity of
che Statesman. Of course all the arguments for the
bill are fiom & civil standpoint simply and only

" as a religious institution.

-of the governed.”

because its friends know full well that the Amer-
ican people are afraid of religious legislation.
But this policy. makes it none the less true that
the underlying motive is the exaltationof Sunday
The work of the Amer-
ican Sabbath Union and its various auxiliaries is
identical with that of the National Reform Asso-
ciation, namely, as stated without challenge by
Rev. W. D. Gray, secretary of the Missouri Sab-
bath Association, to change that feature of our
fundamental law which accords with the Declara-
tion of Independence when it declares that “ Gov-
ernments derive their just powers from the consent
To state the matter in the
fewest possible words, Mr. Giray might have said :
"« The object of this movement is to destroy relig-
ious liberty in the United States.”

o4

To Crush The Liquor Traffic?

Ox Sunday evening, June 30, the Pennsyl-
vania Sabbath Association held a meeting in the
Salem M. E. Church, Philadelphia, at which sev-
eral active workers for a Sunday law were pres-
ent. One of the principal speakers was TLewis
D. Vail, the attorney for the Law and Order So-
ciety. After speaking of the continental Sunday,
and arguing that the working men would be great
safferers, by its introduction into this country,
Mr. Vail spent the greater portion of his time
talking about saloons and licenses. Speaking of
a recent Supreme Court decision, he said :—

¢ The Supreme Court says that their location is not
a matter of public convenience, and they can all be
located in a solid block, if they so elect. These so-
called wholesalers cansell at any time on a week day,
and eventually they will sell on Sunday. They will
send their own men to the Legislature, and will work
to control every branch of the Government. What
you and I have to do is to fight for this control of the
Government, and vote only for men who are pledged
to work for good laws and for a better observance of the
Sabbath. You may rest assured that God will look
out for his Sunday, but we must do our work. God
will grind this glorious country into powder if we dis-
obey his laws. If a so-called Christian man votes for
a man opposed to God’s law, even if he belongs to a
dozen churches, the devil will get him at last.”

One need not take long to determine from the
above what the Law and Order Society regards
as the greater evil, the liquor traffic or Sunday
work. Mr. Vail seems to feel very bad to think
that the liquor-sellers are in danger of controlling
every branch of the Government, and that they will
locate their saloons anywhere they please. But
the only remedy he and his Law and Order So-
ciety havein mind ig, to fight for the control of the
Government, and when they get this control to—do
what ? To erush out the liquor traffic? Oh no;
to stop the sale of liquor on-Sunday. The Law
and Order Society has not yet got educated to the
idea that selling liquor on any other day of the
week than Sunday is disorderly.

If Mr. Vail really thinks that Sunday belongs
to the Lord, be would do well to leave it with
him and trust him to take care of it’; but we can-
not avoid the suspicion that the reason why he
and the other leaders in the Sunday-law move are

" working so zealously for Sunday laws is, that they

do not believe that God has any regard for Sun-
day any more than for any other day; aud they
are afraid that if they leave it with him the law will
not be enforced, and they are determined to make
people keep Sunday whether or no,

Rev. Mr. Redner, speaking of the prevailing
disregard for Sunday, said the trouble was not so
much with the chief justice and the other jus-
tices as with Christians, and professed Christians.
That is exactly the point. Sunday is a church
day; it is one of the days which “the church,”
according to the catechism, commands to be kept
holy along with Christmas, New Years, Easter,
St. Patrick’s day, etc. But a large majority of
professed Christians do not carry out the com-
mands of the church. They disregard the obliga-
tions which they took upon themselves when they
joined the church; and because of this disregard
of church law, by those who belong to the chureh,
the Sunday is not kept as a holy day. And now
certain leaders in the church are knocking at the
door of Congress with all their might to induce
that body to pass a law to enforce the observance
of Sunday.

In other words, they are asking Congress to
come to the help of the churches, and compel
church members to obey its laws. This is the
sole object of Sunday legislation, and stamps
the movement for Sunday laws to be purely a
step toward the securing of Church and State.

E. I W.

-

‘Religion and the State.

[We take this article from the Journal and Messen-
ger of May 23, a Baptist paper published in Cincin-
nati, Ohio. Our readers will understand thatit is an
editorial review of a contributed article written in ad-
vocacy of National Reform. The arguments pre-
sented by the Messenger will not be lost upon candid,
thinking men.]

On our second page will be found an article
entitled National Reform, written by the Rev. J.
M. Foster, secretary of the National Reform
Association. It is an effort to justify the purpose
of some of our fellow-citizens to bring about such
a union between the Church and the State that
the latter may become the executive of the for-
mer. Itis the result of adherence to the old idea
of the theocracy as it existed in Israel and per-
tained to the Hebrews, previous to the appoint-
ment of theirking, and even subsequently. It is
the result of a failure 10 distinguish between the
nation Israel and the true spiritual Israel, between -
the “seed” and the “ children” of Abraham. It
is an effort to apply the principles governing the
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relation of child and parent to those who are
allens and strangers to the family and the cove-
nants,

It is a mistake constantly making in matters
pertaining to reforms, that the State stands in
the place of God, and that its business is to de-
cide what is right and what is wrong, what is
gin and what is not sin, and to legislate accord-
ingly, forbidding and punishing sin, as such, be-
cause it is condemned in the law of God. It is
an effort to load upon the State the responsibility
of taking the “vengeance” out of the divine
hand and punishing the evil doer, not simply be-
cause of his offense against society, but because
of his offense against divine law. And all this
is, as it seems to us, a mistaken view of the
provinee of government. :

As we understand 1t, government is a social
compact, in which the individual surrenders to
the State certain natural rights, in view of the
promise, expressed or implied, on the part of the
latter, to prevent or punish the infringement of
those rights by any other member of the same
society; and only when it is doing for the indi-
vidual what he has a natural right to do for him-
self, only when it is protecting the individual
against interference with his natural rights, or is
preventing him from interfering with the natu-
ral rights of another, can the State be regarded
as in its proper place. The State has-a right to
protect itself from harm, because thus it protects
its individual members from harm; it has a right
to promote the temporal interests of its citizens,
and thus it promotes its own interests. Take, for
example, the sin of lying; there ean be no doubt
that it is one of the most grievous and most prev-
alent of sins; and yet the State takes no cogni-
zance of it, except when it is in a court of justice,
or when it is shown to have been specifically in-
jurious to another citizen. And so we might go
on through the long catalogue and show that it is
the business of the State simply to protect its
citizens in the enjoyment of all their natural
rights, and whatsoever is more than that cometh
of evil. By these principles we, as Baptists,
have always stood and ought to stand. We ree-
ognize one Master, God, the eternal, the unchange-
able, the just. - . For our religious beliefs
and practices we refuse to give account to men,
and the further the State keeps away from us, as
it pertaing to these things, the more it will be do-
ing the will of our Master.

The State has no right to enter into the place
of God and punish any citizen, because of lis
sin against God. It has no right to punish sin, as
sin, For the sinfulness of his acts the individual
is amenable only to God himsgelf It is for the
injury imposed upon his fellow-man-—upon socicty
—that the State takes cognizance, and its pen-
alties should never have any ather end ¢han the
prevention of the recurrence of the offense, either
as to the same individual or as to another,

It is no part of the business of the State to
teach religion or to look at questions from a relig-
ious standpoint. It has been sufficiently demon-
strated that men cannot be made truly religious
by law, and that attempts to make them such re-
sult in the most despicable hypocrisy and corrup-
tion. It was the mistake made by the Puritans
in New England that they made religion a mat-
ter of statute law, and required all officers to be
members of a church. The result was the « half-
way covenant” and the condition of things found
by Jonathan Edwards and set forth by him in
his account of the religious condition of the

country when he awakened to it, about the year
1740,

It is true that the Puritans attempted to set
up a theocracy in New England, and that they
required everyone to be religious, to_attend the
chureh, to pay tithes, to observe certain fast and
feast days, and especially to observe the Sabbath,
according to their ideas; and because some Bap-
tists and Quakers refused to conform to the ideas
of the authorities, they were whipped and banished,
and even hanged. Fortunately for us as a people,
the Puritans did not settle the whole country, did
not control all the colonies. In many things they
were far superior to all others, but their defects
were serious, and it was only after their good
things had been fused with the good things. of
some others that the resultant was what we now
delight in. It was as when two kinds of ore are
brought together in the furnace and the resultant
is a superior grade of iron. So it was when some
other good things from some other sources were
smelted together with the Puritan ideas, that the
best results were obtained. And, much as we
to-day rejoice in what has come to us from New
England, we like it the more because it has been
transfused and modified by the good elements in
other colonies. This country has made a great
improvement in its moral tone and fibre since
the Baptists effected its deliverance from the
danger which menaced it under the first draft of
the Constitution. Let us not forget our mission.

Sunday Laws Discussed.

TaE following paragraphs are from an article
on Sunday laws by Wm. J. Fowler, published in
the Rochester (N. Y.) Post-Express:—

“Jvery year during the prevalence of hot
weather the Sunday question acquires unusual
prominence. It is rather curious that the fiercest
of the fight is going on while the clergy are off on
their summer vacations, It isn’t a good
state of things to have a very fow men and women
impressed with their personal responsibility for
the good order of the entire community. Such
responsibility needs to be more divided.
Whenever zealots in the name of religion attempt
to manage the affairs of other people than them-
selves, they inevitably run against a multitude of
snags. I do not deny that it is in this way that
an enormous amount of earnest Christian zeal has
been worse than wasted. My entire sympathy
with the excellent motives of such people does not
blind me to their woeful mistake. The unchris-
tian aseeticism of the Puritan forefathers of this
country is an excellent lustration of my mean-
ing. The American people have outgrown what-
ever was wholly superstitious in Puritanism, and
for the sake of true religion I am heartily glad of
it.

Christ subjected himself to great obloquy on
account of his teaching. Pretty much all the re-
ligious men of his day hated him. The more “re-
ligious ” they were, or rather the more Pharisaical,
the more they opposed him. It was at last in an
excess of religious zeal that they crucified him.
It may be taken as another parallel to their
utterly hypoeritical conduct, that they tried to
avoid the odium of killing Christ for religion’s
sake, and claimed that they did it to uphold the
Roman authority, which they pretended that
Christ had threatened.

“ Jesus protested against this on his trial. It
was, I think, the only time on that occasion that
he did protest. IHe was entirely resigned to be
crucified, provided it was done without false pre-

tenses.  His manly nature could not abide a sham.
So he made even Pilate see the point with the
terse argument: “If my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight.” The Ro-
man magistrate turned to the seribes and Phari-
sces, saying, substantially, ¢ See ye to this, It is
not my doings and I wash my handsof it.” Af
ter that, Christ went to death without a murmur.

“It is reasonably ccrtain that if Christ were
living now he would rebuke most strongly any at-
tempt to enforce religious observance of the Sab-
bath, or anything clse, under a pretense of pre-
serving civil order,

“The functions of civil government are far bet-
ter understood in this country than in any other,
and they are very limited. They consist almost
entirely in preventing people from interfering with
the rights of others. This is only another way o
saying that every man is entitled to the largest
personal rights so long as he does not injure oth-
ers. It is no discredit to the Puritans that they
did not understand this as men generally do to-
day. Nor is it any derogation to the honor justly
due to the Puritans to say that they had mastered
only the alphabet of personal rights. They be- -
lieved most heartily, and it was a great point
gained for that time, in their own freedom to wor-
ship God unmolested according to the dictates of
their own consciences.

“That other people had just as much right in
this matter as themselves, did not oceur to them.
It was a little later evolution of this fundamental
truth, that was revealed more particularly to the
Quakers and Baptists whom the Puritans perse-
cuted. I have always been rather glad that the
doctrine of religious liberty was not at first fully
revealed to the Puritan forefathers of Massachu-
setts. They were always a proud, high-spirited
set of men, and if they had had so much truth
given to their charge they would have been
prouder and more unbearable than ever,

“But it is discreditable to men living now to
try to mould religion and social order on the mod-
els set by the Puritans two hundred years ago.
They were not the best models even for their day.
Roger Williams and the Rhode Island colony set
much better. . . It seems to me that the
way in which people pass their Sundays is no-
body’s business except their own, so long as their
conduct interferes with nobody else. Whenever it
does, the police magistrate can and generally does
take cognizance of it.

“A considerable part of our Sunday laws are
relics of Puritan legislation which the public has
long outgrown. They cannot be enforced, and
their nom-enforcement while on the statute book
has a demoralizing tendency, as it familiarizes the
public mind with successful defiance of the law.”

The Blair Sunday-Rest Bill.

[The writer of this article, which we take from the
Butler Eagle, is an old and respectable business man
of Coultersville, Penn., and a member of the Presby-
terian Church. In a private letter to us he says: “1
believe that the religion of Christ is the only true re-
ligion. Of all men that dwell on earth the true fol-
lowers of Jesus is the farthest from being a perse-
cutor.”] )

Christians all agree that one day in seven is to
be set apart for holy rest and worship; but there
is a controversy among them which day of the
week is the right one, one part contending that
the seventh, and the other that the first day of
the week is the proper one to observe.

The thinking mind will recognize this as a
purely religious controversy, Now, Senator Blair



THE AMBRICAN SENTINEL. 211

A st .

proposes that the United States Congress shall
step in and settle this dispute in the church.
The query is, how Congress can do this without
taking sides in a religious controversy. If Con-
gress settles it, it will be in favor of one set of
claimants and against the other, and in doing so
will be deciding a purely religious question, which
is union of Church and State. It is notnecessary
for the statute to declare in so many words that
“«Church and State are hereby united.” That
satanic union is effected when the State attempts
to define any religious duty.

Again, all Christians agree that it is proper to
use some kind of songs of praise in worship; here
again they disagree, one part adhering to the Old
Testament psalmody, and the other to the new.

Now if Congress is the proper tribunal to settle
the other controversy, it follows.that it is the
proper one to settle this. If Congress can set the
time for worship, it can also fix the mode.

These eases are logically one, and Senator Blair
and his followers cannot separate them,

But lay aside all this reasoning. It does not
matter whether Sunday laws are wholly religious
or wholly secular, or partly one and partly the
other, the result is persecution for conscience’ sake,

There is no nced of hair splitting to see the
perfidy of all laws that forcibly interfere between
a man and his God.

Let Congress once begin on this line of work
and it will find plenty of it todo. The Catholics
will petition for some advantage over Protestants;
Protestants will ask for legislation against Catho-
lics, and infidels will call for the closing of all the
churches.

The chances will then be for a religious war
and reign of terror that would malke a French com-
munist shudder.

The pharisecism of the Blair bill would make
angels weep. DounLEYou.

&
o

Practical Workings of a Sunday Law.

TuE State of Tennessee enjoys the bliss of a
Sunday law; and if there is anything civilizing
and elevating in such a law, then Tennessee should
be a happy State indeed. A certain neighbor-
hood proposes to have peace and harmony and to
hinder their “morals” from being “insulted” by
enforcing the Sunday law of the State, and for
this purpose a league has been formed. The fol-
lowing is an exact copy of the pledge taken by
this league when it was organized in this State
last winter :—

“ Norieg— To whom it may concern—That the un-
dersigned citizens of —, being desirous of the wel-
fare of our community, and that peace and harmony
may prevail, and that the morals of ourselves and our
children may not be insulted and trampled upon by
a willful violation of the Sunday laws of our land ; do
this day pledge our word and honor, that we will in-
dividually and collectively prosecute each and every
violation of the Sunday law of our State that may
come under our obscrvation.

Dec. 10, 1888,

This league seemed to think that all that was

lacking in the way of morals and peace and har- |

mony could be secured by giving life to the Sun-
day law of the State. This league is composed
mostly of the members of the Methodist Church.
The Sunday law had long been violated by the
people of this neighborhood. Scores of men have
made Sunday a day for hunting and fishing.
The gambler has used it as a convenience for his
purpose. The church members of different de-
nominations, and also the non-professors, have
made it a rule, if business was urgent, to do com-

mon labor upon this day. This is the history
with reference to the manner in which Sunday
has been observed in the past, as gleaned from
citizens of this neighborhood.

No one has been prosecuted for violating the
Sunday law in the past, but of late this chureh,
which has been organized here for many years,
has discovered a supreme necessity for the en-
forcement of the Sunday law. But what has led
to this discovery? Answer: The organization in
this community of a small church who keep the
seventh-day Sabbath.

Members of the Methodist Church which had
been organized for many years, told the elder of
the seventh-day church that, if they “permiited”
him “ to continue,” their children would not know
which the Sabbath-day was. They insisted that
he must move out of the community if he wanted
to keep the seventh day. Ie told them that he
had been taught by them that this was a free
country, and that he was allowed to worship God.
as he understood the Scriptures to teach. But
they said that he must keep Sunday, and not
teach their children that the seventh day is the
Sabbath ; and if he did not comply with their
wishes, he would-be prosecuted. He cited them
to the past history of the community, wherein
Sunday had not been observed, and yet they lad
not prosecuted anyone for its violation. Their
answer indicated that all parties would be com-
pelled to keep it from that time on, whether they
kept any other day or not. He argued that if
he conscientioudly observed the day which he be-
lieved God required, they should not then com-
pel him to keep a day in which he did not be-
lieve, as that would be tyrannical. He also stated
to them that he was a poor man, and could not
afford to surrender one-sixth of his time from the
support of his family. He told them that he
could explain the matter to his children, and
that, as far as they were concerned, he had no
fears but that they would know which is the Sab-
bath-day, and that the same course of action would
be left open for them in the training of their
children. But this was the point that gave them
so much anxiety. They could never make it
plain to their children; and, therefore, they
would not tolerate his course. Nothing short of
submission would be accepted by them.

This feature of National Reform work was go-
ing on in Tennessee while the notable National
Reform Convention was being held in Washing-
ton City last winter. Now for the fruit. The
Sunday gaming and shooting has gone on since
the league was organized, precisely as it did be-
fore. But those who keepthe seventh day have
not been engaged in this kind of work. Others
beside those who keep the seventh day, have
worked upon their farms on Sunday during this
time in a more public and noisy manner than has
been done by those who observe the seventh day.
But not one word of complaint has been made
about it. When, however, the elder above re-
ferred to went out into his field on Sunday to
quietly plow out (cultivate) his corn, which was so
tall at the time as to nearly hide him from sight,
he was promptly arrested. Ile will certainly be
convicted as a criminal, and as he is a consistent
Christian man, he feels that it would be wrong to
pay a fine for doing what he verily believes is his
religious duty to do. So he will go to jail and He
there for obeying God ; and his professed Chris-
tian neighbors will send him there to satisfy their
hatred toward the seventh-day Sabbath.

But is this all their zeal leads them to do?

No, no; this seventh-day-keeping church desired
a minister to visit them during their quarterly
meeting, and hold some services with them. But
this Sunday-law league heard of it and deter-
mined that it was not likely to deepen their
neighbors’ faith in the sanctity of Sunday, nor to
create any hatred toward the seventh-day people,
to permit him to labor in this neighborhood. So
they organized a vigilance committee, and armed
them with shot-guns, rifles, and revolvers, and on
Sunday night, fired into a congregation of men,
women, and children. Their aim was to kill the
minister, the elder of the church, and another
leading member. Some fifteen or twenty shots
were fired, but as they had to shoot through the
wall of the building and the windows, no one was
hit, yet the balls pierced the wall, cutting their
way through both the weather-boading and’ the
ceiling.  One rifle-ball passed exactly through the
space behind the desk that had been occupied a
moment before by the speaker. It seemed a direc-
tion of Providence that he had stepped to oue end
of the desk an instant before the shot was fired.

If the Reverend Doctor Brooks were here, he
could not complain that the preachers do not
“gpeak out.” They are speaking out, and pro-
posing that as many as do not worship as they do
shall be killed. Rev. W. J. Coleman, who spoke
at Lakeside, Ohio, in August, 1887, could find
the army that he called for who are “ready to
pour out treasure and blood”. for the cause he
was advocating. They are also ready to pour out
the blood of innocent Christians, in order to com-
pel people who observe the seventh day to keep
Sunday. .

The minister above referred to, whose assasina-
tion was attempted, had mildly but in a very
plain and convincing manner, set before the peo-
ple of the community the inconsistent and unkind
manner in which they had proceeded. Ie also
showed that their course was un-American and
Papistic. They replied with the rifle and shot-
gun,

We do not believe that National Reformers
will approve of their course, but the speeclies they
make are, many of them, calculated to incite to
just such deeds of violence. National Reformers
should counsel moderation for the credit of their
cause, if for nothing else.— Wm. Covert, in Signs
of the Times.

°
@

Unnecessary Work.

Tar “unnecessary work” done on Sunday is
the great bugbear of some National Reformers;
and the Des Moines, Iowa, Register takes up the
cry, with, however, the following comforting assur-
ance :—

* “There is plainly a reaction in public sentiment in
favor of refraining from all unnecessary work on the
Sabbath.

There is no doubt that unnecessary work tends
to wear out the physical system as well as to
squander means that would be better expended
in necessary employment. Thetrue philanthropist
will oppose unnecessary work at any time. But
the National Reformers are in this, as in some
other ideas that are in themselves good, entirely
too exclusive,—they want them confined to Sun
day. Having no other than human authority for
thesanctity of the day, they evidently hope, by pil-
ing all the good things upon it, and confining them
there, to make it holy.

First, they want to have temperance principles
specially applied to that day, and are willing to
have temperance limited there ; thus their theory
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of closing saloons on Sunday is virtually an argu-
ment that it is the peculiar character of the day
that makes intemperance wrong. Then comes
their plea that unnecessary work on Sunday is
o0 very injurious to the health and morals of the
people. It is a strange physiological theory that
any unnecessary strain on the muscles or brain
can be more hurtful on one day than on another;
but such is the muddle in which they become in-
volved who attempt to turn everything into a
bolster for the Sunday-sacredness dogma.

"Yet true to National Reform inconsistency,
these Sunday law crusaders, while deploring the
evil effects of unnecessary labor on Sunday, per-
sist in paving the way for such labor by making
it impossible for the masses to engage in legiti-
mate work. There is more unnecessary strain in-
dulged on Sunday by many people than would be
if they were not otherwise shut up to idleness.

"The Church and the State.

Tie subject of the union of Chureh and State
is very imperfectly understood by very many peo-
ple.” It has been thought that in order to form
such a union some one sect or denomination must
be made the State Church ; but a little consider-
ation will show any one that such is not the case.
The National Reformers say thatthey do not want
a union of Church and State, but a union of relig-
ion and the State. In a speech before the Na-
tional Reform Convention held in New York
City in 1883, Rev. Jonathan Edwards said :—

“ We want such areligion, and we are going to have
it. It shall be that so far as the affairs of the State
require religion, it shall be the religion of Jesus
Christ. The Christian oath and the Christian moral-
ity shall have, in this land, an undeniable legal basis,
We use the word “religion” in its proper sense, ag
meaning a man’s personal relation of faith and obe-
dience to God.”

But, even in the face of such a statement as
this made by one of their prominent leaders, the
National Reformers insist that they are opposed
to a union of Church and State, but their denial
amounts to nothing. Religion and the State is
only another name for that unholy alliance be-
tween the civil and the ecclesiastical power which
has always been an unmitigated curse to both the
Church and the State. Everybody admits that
Constantine united Church and State. But his
first step was only to declare Christianity the re-
ligion of the Roman Empire ; when he had taken
that step, however, it was necessary that he should
in some way, define Christianity. Then, as now,
those who professed to be Christians were divided,
not into organized denominations as at the pres-
ent time, but into numerous parties and factions
under the leadership of their respective bishops.,
Between the extremes there was probably as great
a diversity of opionion as exists now between
Catholics and Protestants. Besides this there was
a multitude of minor differences; and as the Em-
peror had declared the Christian religion to be the
religion of Rome, it was necessary that this relig-
ion should be defined, and for this purpose a coun-
cil was convened at Nice to decide the question
as to what constituted the Christian religion.
The National Reformers of our own day propose to
take similar measures. _

When the Blair Educational Amendment bill
was under discussion a few months since, the ques-
tion was asked, how it would be possible to carry
it out owing to the diversity of views among
Christian people. The answer given by the au-
thor of the bill was as follows :—

“I believe that a text-book of instructions in the
principles of virtue, morality and the Christian re-
ligion can be prepared for use in the public schools
by the joint effort of those who rcpresent every
branch of the Christian Church, both Protestant and
Catholic.”

Again, Dr. Schaff, in defining what parts of the
Bible should be taught in the public schools, says:
“ A competent committee of clergymen and laymen

of all denominations could make a judicious selection
which would satisfy every reasonable demand.”

But to carry out these suggestions would be to
do just as Constantine did, convene a council of
the representative men of the various denomina-
tions to define the principles of the Christian re-
ligion, and with these prineiples authoritatively de-
fined, and with the law on the statute books, and
embodied in the Constitution requiring the prin-
ciples of the Christian religion to be taught in the
public schools, how much would we lack of hav-
ing a union of Church and State? True, we
might not have a denominational organization
known as the State Church, and supported out of
the treasury, but we would have practically the
same thing, for we would have a creed officially
recognized by the Gtovernment.

There is one phase of this question which is
generally lost sight of, and that is the rights of
non-church people, or if you please, non-Christian
people. The National Reform idea is that every
government is a government of God, and that
the powers that be derive their power from God,
and this not in the sense in which the apostle de-
clares that “the powers that be are ordained of
God,” but in the sense that his Iaw should be the
basis of their law, or in other words that men
should be governed by the divine law adminis-
tered by their fellow-men.

“But on the other hand, the Declaration of In-
dependence declares that “ Governments derive
their just powers from the consent of the gov-
erned;” this, however, National Reformers deny.
In the Missouri Sunday Convention recently held
in Sedalia, Rev. W. D. Gray, the present secre-
tary of the Missouri Sabbath Association, used
these words: —

“TI do not believe that governments derive their
just powers from the consent of the governed, and so

the object of this movement is an effort to change that
feature in our fundamental law.”

Several men, prominent in National Reform
councils, were present on this occasion, but not one
of them lifted his voice to disavow this sentiment,
and the Association subsequently elected Mr.
Gray as its permanent secretary ; hence we are
warranted in believing that he voiced the senti-
ment of the Association. But if the National Re-
formers be correct, and Governments do derive
their just powers directly from God, and not from
the consent of the governed, and if it is their duty
to administer the law of God, it follows that they
must decide what that law is, and what it requires;
and if they have that right, then all good citizens
should yield obedience to whatever decisions they
may make. But to assent to such a thing would
be to deny God, or at least to place men in the
place of God, which amounts to the same thing.

The trouble with the whole scheme of National
Reform is, that instead of making a man respon-
sible to God it makes him responsible to earthly
and fallible governments, for if the Government
has the right to establish a religion and to define
and say what that religion is, as it must do if it
gives it any official recognition whatever, it has
the right to change that religion, so that with ev-
ery change in the Government there may be a
change also in the religion. And if it is a duty

the citizen owes to God to yield obedience to the
religion of the State, it is equally his duty to
change his religion with each change of the Gov-
ernment. In short, National Reformers would
destroy personal responsibility to God, and make
the citizen responsible alone to the State. Instead
of looking to the law of God to know what is right
and what is wrong, a citizen would have to look
to the law of the land, or at least to human in-
terpretation of the law of God, to know his duty
to God. For instance, under a Catholic govern-
ment, it would be the duty of the citizen to adore
pictures and images; while under a Protestant
government, it would be sin and crime for him to
do the same, thing.

The only safe and tenable ground is to declare, -
as did the Saviour, that those things which are
Ceesar’s should be rendered to Cmsar, and those
things which are God’s should be rendered toGod ;
or, in other words, that those duties which we owe
to the State should be discharged to the State,
and those duties which we owe to God should be
discharged to God. In short, that the State can
of right have nothing whatever to do with defin-
ing or enforcing the individual’s duty toward
God. Anything more than this puts men in the
place of God, because it malkes them judges of the
divine law and allows them to usurp the place
of conscience, and authorizes persecution for con-
science’ sake, C. P. BoLLmAN.

The Uses of a Sunday Law.

Mgrs. J. C. BATEHAM seems to well understand
that their much-coveted Sunday law, when they
get it, will amount to nothing in the way of se-
curing a satisfactory observance of the day.
She says:—

“If we get this law, and we must persevere till we
do get it, it will be cause for devout thanksgiving;
but we shall still find that “eternal vigilance is the
price of liberty,” and it will still rest with us individ-
ually, to so use the day as to obey God and the laws,
and reap the fullest benefit from the day for ourselves
and our families.”

That is it exactly. No one can be compelled
by law to serve God, or to change his belief,
Get all the Sunday laws you please, and it will
still rest with each person “individually, to so
use the day as to obey God and the laws.” The
only important effects that-the law can have are
to make hypocrites, and to inaugurate religious
persecution. All those who believe in keeping
Sunday would keep it without any law,—if their
belief was worth believing, they would even keep
it in opposition to law. On the other hand, those
who observe the day when they do not believe it
is right, show by that very act that they are hyp-
ocrites; for any language or action which is
contrary to moral conviction, is hypoerisy. A
man may be a hypocrite to secure worldly ap-
plause, or he may do it to escape the penalty of
the law. It is therefore certain that any person
who is constrained by civil law to keep Sunday,
is influenced by that law to be a hypocrite.

But what of those who adhere to their own
convictions of duty, regardless of the civil power,
and refuse to be made hypocrites by law? Only
one thing can be done—the State must inflict
the penalty, just as it did upon Daniel and upon
his companions. But to inflict temporal punish-
ments upon any person for non-conformity to a
religious institution, is persecution. Sunday is a
religious institution, else it would not be proper
to tallk about its religious observance. Therefore,
the enforcement of a Sunday law is religious per-
secution,
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Such are the invariable uses of a Sunday law,
if it is used at all. And these conclusions are
not based upon theory alone, but upon actual ex-
perience.

" This is the kind of a law of which Mrs. Bate-
ham says, “ we must persevere till we do get it,”
and which to her “will be cause for devout
thanksgiving.” A similar strain of enthusiasm
and “devout thaunksgiving” appeared a few
months ago in the Catholic Banner, the organ of
the Papacy in Barcelona, Spain. It said :—

“Thank God, we at last have turned towards the
times when those who propagated heretical doctrines
were punished with exemplary punishment. The
re-establishment of the Holy Tribunal of the Inquisi-
tion must soon take place. Its reign will be more
glorious and fruitful in results than in the past. Our
Catholic heart overflows with faith and enthusiasm ;
and the immense joy we experience as we begin to
reap the fruit of our present campaign exceeds all im-
agination. What a day of pleasure will that be for
us when we see anti-clericals writhing in the flames
of the Inquisition!”

When we remember the cruel persecutions
which have already occurred in some States of
this Union by the simple enforcement of strict
Sunday laws; when we remember that the ma-
jority' of the so-called Protestant ministers and
their followers in those States experienced such

“immense joy” in these persecutions that they
almost unanimously remonstrated against the re-
peal of the laws; and when we remember that
these same so-called Protestants are working with
might and main to make such persecution gen-
eral all over this country, looking forward to the
time as a “cause for devout thanksgiving,” we
confess our inability to discover any very great
difference between the Protestant heart of Amer-
ica and the Catholic heart of Spain.
A. Drros Wesrcorr.
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Their Own Definition.

Every prominent advocate of a religious
amendment to the Constitution disclaims any de-
sire to bring about a union of Church and State.
They scout the idea that the establishment of the
Christian religion by legal enactment would con-
stitute such a union, and insist that such a resalt
could only be accomplished by the legal adoption
of some one denominational ereed ag the religion
of the Nation. But even their own definition will
sustain the assertion that the National Reform
movement is a Church and State enterprise.
They shrink from the name, because of its un-
popularity, but not from the principle.

Let us test the project, and the ultimate design
of the originators by the construction of the term
Church and State usually insisted upon by their
adherents. The National Reform Association is
the creature of the Reformed Presbyterian Church,
and the association was organized for the express
purpose of securing a recognition of the principles
of that denomination in the Constitution of the
United States. True, their pleais for «all Clris-
tian laws and usages,” but that expression had in
view the broader purpose of securing the assist-
ance of other denominations; and the ruse is prov-
ing quite successful.

The leading organ of the denomination in ques-
tion is a publication entitled the Reformed Presby-
terian, and as long ago as 1870, through the
medium of its columus, Rev. James Wallace set
forth the aim of the pioneers of National Reform
in the following unmistakable language :—

“This important truth of the Lordship of Jesus
Christ over the nations, wasattained by our reformed

and martyred fathers in Scotland, and has
been transmitted down to us sealed with their blood,
and is the precious and peculiar inheritance of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church, and distinguishes her
from all the other evangelical churches in this and
other lands. No other church professes to maintain
this great principle in its practical applications.

“The distinctive principles of the Reformed Pres-
byterian Church aré the principles, end the only prin-
ciples, of National Reform.

“The proposed Amendment of the Federal Consti-
tution is an acknowledgement by the Government
that God is the author and source of all authority and
power in civil government ; that the Lord Jesus Christ
isthe ruler of nations, and that his revealed will con-
tained in the Bible is the supreme law of nations.
Now the Association for National Reform proposes to
have these distinctive principles of the Reformed Presby-
terian Church adopted into the Constitution of the
United States, and annulling any parts of that Constitu-
tion that may be inconsistent with these principles.
The adoption of this amendment into the Constitu-
tion would be the Government doing the
highest honor to the Lord Jesus Christ, and the great-
est benefit to our church.

“The principles of National Reform are our princi-
ples, and its work is our work, National Reform is
simply the practical application of the principles of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church for the reformation of the
nation,”

These statements are confirmed by Rev. J. R.
W. Sloane’s account of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church, in the “Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia,” in
which he says :—

“ The more special and distinctive principle of this
church, the one in which she differs from all others,
is her practical protest against the secular character of
the United States Constitution. IHolding to the uni-
versal headship of Christ, and that civil government
is a divine ordinance, and one of the ‘all things’ put
under him as the wmediatorial ruler of the universe,
and that to him the allegiance of all nations is due,
Reformed Presbyterians refuse close incorporation
with any government which does not in some form
recognize these principles, and give them ¢ffective ex-
pression in its legislation. On examination of the
United States Constitution, that remarkable docu-
ment is found to contain no recognition of God as the
source of all legitimate civil authority, nor of his law
ag supreme above all human laws, nor of his Son as
governor among the nations. . . The Constitu-
tion does not recognize the Bible, the Christian sab-
bath, Christian morality, Christian qualifications for
civil officials, and gives no legal basis for any Chris-
tian feature in the administration of Government.

. . They take the deepestinterestin that reform
movement which has for its object the amendment of
the United States Constitution in those particulars in
which they consider it defective. Indeed, they feel
specially called to aidin its success, at whatever cost
or personal sacrifice.”

The Reformed Presbyterian Synod of 1886, in
its report on National Reform, said: “It is ours
to hold up the ideals of God which have origin-
ated the National Reform cause” And the Synod
of 1885 said of National Reform, that « This is the
tap-root of the Reformed Presbyterian Church.”

Although the Woman’s Christian Temperance
Union has espoused the National Reform cause,
and the Prohibition party is fast becoming its
ally, there is no change of the original purpose.
Although the American Sabbath Union—em-
bracing nearly every denomination and various
other elements, including ¢ Christians and infidels,
saints and sinners ”——has been added to the army,
there is still no perceptible change of principles.
The recent quarter-centennial of the National Re-
form Association reckoned all the progress of the
combined forces as so much gain for the cause of
National Beform.

With all the auxiliaries that have been added
to the original force, there has been nothing to
indicate that the National Reform of to-day is in
anything different from the National Reform of
twenty years ago, when it was acknowledged to be

“simply the practical application of the principles
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church.” Then the
proof is clear, that no matter how many Christian
denominations, or how many secular societies, or
how many political parties may ally themselves
to this movement, its success will be the placing in
the Constitution, to be enforced by the Govern-
ment, “the distinctive principles of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church.” And that, according to
the definition insisted upon by those leaders who
most emphatically deny such desire, will be to es-
tablish & Church and State Government.
W. N. GLENN.
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Putting Themselves on Record.

We published some two weeks since a con-
tributed article which contained some account of
the Minnesota Mass Convention of friends of the
“Christian Sabbath,” held in Minneapolis June
10, 11, 1889, but we again give some of the facts
for the sake of additional comment.

In the third session of the Convention, Tuesday
afternoon, Juue 11, the report of the Committee
on Permanent Organization was submitted. The
first article of their report for a constitution reads
as follows :—

“The object of this Association shall be to pre-
serve the Christian Sabbath, or Lord’s day, as a
day of rest and worship.”

They reported that the Associatiou should be
called the “Minnesota Sabbath Association,”
auxiliary to the “American Sabbath Union.”
The other articles of the report were the same as
those adopted in similar conventions, After it
had been read it was moved that it be adopted as
read. This was seconded. The chairman then
said :—

“It is moved and seconded that the constitu-
tion as submitted be adopted. Are you ready for
the question ?

Elder R. C. Porter then addressed the chair-
man, saying that he would like to offer an amend-
ment to the first article of the constitution, as
follows :—

“The object of this Association shall be to pre-
serve the Sabbath as a day of rest and worship;
but in securing this object only education, moral
influence, and persuasion shall be employed, and
the religious rights of all shall be guarded against
compulsory laws.”

Dr. W. F. Crafts— I would like to know what
denomination this brother represents.”

Elder Porter— The Seventh-day Adventists.”

Dr. Crafts—(excitedly) “Yes; well, this con-
vention is called as a State Convention of those
who represent the Christian sabbath; and it is
not in any sense for those who represent the Sat-
urday Sabbath. They have no natural rights in
a convention of this kind except as listeners and
reporters.”

The chairman sustained the objection, and the
report of the committee was adopted.

From these facts we can see very plainly
the spirit of the American Sabbath Union. We
have nothing to say as to the propriety of the
presentation of the resolution, or the refusal of the
convention to listen to one who was not in full
sympathy with ther; but the point to which we
wish to call especial attention is, that the leaders
of the convention utterly refused to recognize the
principle presented in the resolution. By this
they have placed themselves on record asin favor
of compulsory laws, which shall contravene the
religious rights of the people; and they have
shown that morality is not the object of their
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work. They have shown this in that they refused
to confine themselves to moral influences in their
work, and morality can be advanced only by
moral laws. But the moral law is the law of
God, and moral laws can be enforced only by the
moral governor, that is, God himself. All that
men have to do in the line of the moral law is to
persuade men to keep it.

The refusal of the American Sabbath Union,
which was represented at Minneapolis, to use only
moral means in their work, stamps their move-
ment as not a Christian work. They are not
working to advance the gospel, but simply to
compel men by force and arms to conform to their
ideas. It matters not by what name they call
themselves, they certainly have no right to the
name “ Christian ” so far as their efforts to secure
Sunday laws is concerned.

)B4
¢

The Sabbath Union and its Work.

Tae Cuyahoga County Sabbath Convention
was held at Music Hall, Friday morning, under
the auspices of the American Sabbath Union.
‘What a nice, smooth-sounding name that is, to be
sure! “American Sabbath Union!” How it
lulls the people to sleep with a sense of perfect
security; for surely these exceptionally nice peo-
ple who compose the “American Sabbath Union ”
can do nothing which the average American eciti-
zen dare criticise! And yet nothing more forci-
bly illustrates the dire necessity of patriotic in-
struction in the school-room, from the lecture
platform, and from that most influential of all
public teachers, the independent, fearless, and
honest newspapers of the country.

The Cuyahoga County Sabbath Convention is
one of the most thoroughly un-American gather-
ings, both in point of purpose and sentiments ex-
pressed, that has ever taken place in this city.
The object of the convention, plainly and simply
stated, is to compel the citizens of Cleveland, the
State of Ohio, and the United States of America,
to observe the Sabbath, commonly called Sunday,
according to the dictates and rules laid down by
the American Sabbath Union. Of course the
Constitution of the United States plainly provides
that Church and State shall be forever kept sep-
arate, but the Sabbath Union does not ask for a
union of Charch and State. Oh, no! It simply
demands of the National Government that it en-
force upon the people the strict observance of a
National Christian Sabbath.

The whole spirit of the convention may be
summed up in the expression of Judge Dickey,
who in a fine (?) burst of eloquence expressed the
ridiculous and insolent sentiment that if people
who emigrate to this country do not conform to
the “ American Sabbath,” they should be refused
admittance. According to this patriotic idea the
observance of the “ American Sabbath,” as pro-
vided by the rules laid down by the American
Sabbath Union, is the chief qualification of Amer-
ican citizenship. The American Union wishes to
be distinetly understood on this question. It de-
nies that there is or ever has been such an institu-
tion as an American Sabbath. ‘

The Sabbath and all religions are prominent in
the Constitution* of the United States only by
their entire absence. The Christian Sabbath has
absolutely no authority whatever to bind the con-
geience of an American citizen. The Constitution
guarantees perfect religious liberty and equality
before the law of all its citizens, That the rights
of citizens in this respect are so often infringed
upon, and sometimes openly denied, is simply be-

cause they have allowed such religious organiza-
tions as the “ American Sabbath Union” to in-
fluence legislation, with hardly a protest. If the
people want their rights they must assert them.
Unless they do this, and promptly, they will
awake some fine morning to find themselves bound
hand and foot with religious fetters as galling as
ever caused our fathers to flee from their native
land and found a new world, a Constitution and
Government having for its watchword the perfect
and absolute religions liberty of the individual,
and the everlasting separation of Church and
State |

The population of this country is made up of
“every nation under the whole heaven,” and
each one has a right to enjoy his own religion
without asking permission of prophet, priest, or
king, or even a majority of his neighbors. The
fact that the Christians are more numerous does
not give them license to trample on the rights
guaranteed the citizen by the Counstitution, nor
authority to force the people into -religious ob-
servances at the dictation of the American Sab-
bath Union or any other religious organization.—
American Union, Cleveland, O.

.
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A Timely Warning.

WHILE somany of the ministers of the various
churches are using voice and pen to further the
interests of National Reform, it is refreshing to
find oceasionally one who has the independence
to denounce the attempt which is being made to
unite Church and State, and the manhood to de-
clare for religious liberty as at present guaran-
teed in our National Constitution. Rev. Mr.
Mitchelmore, of Central City, Nebraska, is oneof
the few ministers who do not believe in the Blair
bills, nor indeed in any such legislation. In a
discourse preached Sunday, June 23, and pub-
lished in the Merrick County Republic of June 28,
this gentleman took for his text Ex. 20:8, «Re-
member the Sabbath-day to keep it holy,” and,
after remarking that the Sabbath was made for
man and that the man who does not rest one day
each week suffers loss, he said :—

“ My religion is made up of the ten commandments.
Upon the first four there can never be any human
legislation. I am responsible to God alone for the ob-
servance of these. And so I say as a Christian, ag a
citizen, as an American, you must not touch these.
There can never properly be any union of Church
and State ; it is an unholy and unnatural alliance. If
you will look back in American history you will see
our forefathers leaving the mother country becanse-of
this very unholy alliance.

“Bunyan, you will remember, lay for twelve years
in Bedford jail because he preached differently than
the tenets of the Church of England required and be-
cause he would not give money to its support.

“So I might cite numerous examples. Iknowit is
claimed that our forefathers persecuted others when
they got to this country, but in this connection Ibe-
lieve they have been too harshly criticised. Alag!
when they got here they found the same power ready
to persecute that they were fleeing from. And they
were persecuted and persecuted, and I want to say
that the same spirit of intolerance is not dead. It
exists to-day and only wants an excuse—the law to
back it—to cause as much suffering as in the dark
days of the past.

“T can cite you a case that occurred in the State of
Arkansas in the year 1887, where a young man was
thrown into jail for ‘worshipping God, according to
the dictates of his conscience, on Saturday. While
he languished in confinement his wife and child died
and his little property wasted. His suffering was
none the less terrible because it occurred in this en-
lightened day and age. Icould refer you, alas, to
other similar cases, but I forbear. It shows you that
old intolerance is not dead. As a further evidence of
this there are a class of people trying to enact a Sun-

day law in free America, and if they succeed in doing
80 you need have no doubts but that they will enforce
it. And'the bill which is now before Congress, and
to which I am opposed, always was opposed and al-
ways will be opposed, is called the Blair bill.

“T cannot begin to do this subject justice in the
time allotted to me this morning. The Saviour said,
‘My kingdom is not of this world, else my servants
would fight” It is apparent that the people who are
pushing this bill through so quietly, so religiously, are
not of his kingdom. See to it that the time never
comes when there is a union of Church and State in
this country. Fight against it not only yourselves,
but. teach your children to loathe and war against
this monster evil which has filled the past with woe
and tears.”

Such warnings are none too frequent, nor have
they begun to come too soon. The danger is a
grave one, and everyone who loves liberty and

true Christianity should help to sound the alarm.

The Danger- Not Passed.

TrOSE who imagine that the danger of a
Sunday law is passed for the present, simply be-
cause the Blair bill is dead, should read both the
the secular and religious newspapers published
throughout the length and breadth of the land.
This question is being more widely discussed
than ever. People everywhere are taking sides,
some for and some against Sunday legislation,
and for various reasons the tide seems to be run-
ning in favor of some such measure as the Blair
bill.

With a great majority this is not a matter of
conscience but a matter of policy. It is asserted
that the railroads are favoring the cessation of
Sunday work because they find that they can do
all their business in six days and do it at less ex-
pense than they can by running on Sunday. It
is also urged that other branches of business can
also effect a saving in this way. Of course this
argument, if true, will prove potent, not only with
railroads but with many in other kinds of busi-
ness, and when one man makes up his mind to
rest on Sunday it is only human nature that he
should want others to rest likewise, for they are
not willing that others should conduct business
upon days when they are not engaged in it; hence
the outlook is mot only for Sunday laws, but
for exceedingly stringent Sunday laws. It fol-
lows that the work of warning the people against
the schemes of the National Reformers must be
done quickly.-—Signs of the Times.
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AccorpiNg to the Christian Statesman of July
4, “one chief purpose of the Blair Sunday-Rest
bill is to set the Government itself, in its Post-
office Department and at other points, in a right
attitude toward the Sabbath?” Ah! we thought
—no, we did not think, but it has been very per-
sistently claimed, that the main object of the bill
was to give the men employed in inter-state com-
merce and in the mail service a weekly day of rest
for their health. The Statesman is neither as wise
a3 a serpent nor as harmless as a dove, for it is try-
ing to secure religious legislation and has not
the wisdom to disguise the fact. The American
Sabbath Union is working for the same thing,
but tries to conceal its real purpose, and proposes
to give the people a sort of a religious pill so
sugar-coated with “civil sabbath” arguments that

" they won’t know what they are taking till they

have swallowed it.

Among all the religious persecutions with
which almost every page of modern history is
stained, no vietim ever suffered but for the viola-
tion of what Government denominated the law
of God.—U. 8. Senate Report, 1829,
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ers and pupils that proposes to supplement other
school journals ratber than to occupy the same
ficld. It will scek to provide an OUTLOOK upon af-
airs of life and facts In science aud nature which
lilustrate and test theories; to gtimuiate thought,
and glve the teacher’s mind a fresh source of In-
spiration.

A review of current events, elvil and industrial
problems, inventors, discoveries, etc., wiil be anim-
portant feasture of the magazine, and a complcte
review of current literature will also be given by
competent critics. -

ANOTHER AND VERYIMPORTANT FEATURE Of the
magazine will be that uli teachers and students are
invited to join its cirele of writers, out of which it

roposes to draw its ¢ rps of future contributors.

n “this fpolm. i1 has some original plans of mut-
ual helpfulness to carry out.

WANTED; ESPECIALLY—Wrlters of short, realistie
slories, and articles on natural h gtory and social
scienee, from the Pacific Coast. Terms given in
0urLoOR. Sample coples20 cts. None free.

d exist between Church and Statc at |

NOW READY!

THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW.

Wz do not mean that a National Sunday Law is now ready, but that a ireatise under this name,
prepared by Alonzo T. Jones, is now ready for circulation.

. This pamphlet contains the arguments in behalf of the rights of American eitizens, and in oppo-

gition to the Blair Sunday-rest bill, which Mr. Jones presented before the Scnate Comunitice on

Education and Labor, Dee. 13, 1838,

Dr. Wilbur T, Crafts has pronounced the report as published

“MIGHTY INTERESTING READING,”

And Mr. Jones’s comments will make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would have
been without Senator Blair’s interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accompanied
with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments.

The following specimen page from the book shows some of the questions and answers, and
every page of the book is replete with sound arguments by Mr. Jones.
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Senator Palmer.— Do you suppose they intended

there a practical theocracy?

Mr. Fones.—1 do, sir; but let me read further, and
you will get their own words.

Senator Blair.— If these women are trying to over-
throw the institutions of the country, and are about to
establish a sacerdotal State, we ought to know it.

Mr. Fones.— That is true, and that is why I am
speaking here; we want the nation to know it.

Senator Blair.— These women need looking after, 1

admit.

Mr. Fones.— They do in that respect, and there are
many men concerned in the same business.
Senator Blaiy.—Otherwise it would not be dan-

gerous.

Mr. Fones.—1It would be dangerous anyway. A
theocratical theory of government is dangerous any-
where. It is antichristian, as well as contrary to right
and the principles of justice. .

Senator Blair. —Do you suppose that the govern-
ment of heaven is a theocracy?

My, Fones.—Yes, sir; but a civil government—a
government of earth—1is not.

Senator Blatr. — Then why is it dangerous?

My, Fones.— Governments of earth are not danger-
ous when properly controlled.

Senator Dlair.— They only say that a true theocracy

is yet to come.

A millennium is supposed to be com-

ing; perhaps they have reference to a millennium that
we have not yet got, so that they will wait some ycars

before they get it.
Mr. Fones.—DBut 1 am

going to read what kind of

laws they propose to make to bring in the millennium.
Senator Blgir.— So far as you have read, you have
not touched the question ; for they say a true theocracy

" Page 60, ‘“National Sunday Law.”

As tho Sunda; question is now a living issuc, this treatise will be interesting to all elasses,
especially legislators, lawyers, judges, and other public men. The argument is

Based on Scripture and History, Constitution and
Law,

Showing the Himits of the eivil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis of the
Sunday laws and other religious legistation of the different Statcs£ the Sunday-law movement of the

fourtl eentury, the Sunday-law movement of the ninetcenth cen

ury, the methods used in securing

indorsements to the petition for the Blair bill, and the workings of such Supday laws as are propose

for the United States.

The work contains one hundred and nincty-two pages. Price, 25 cents,

Address,

AMERICAN SENTINEL,

1059 Castro St., Oakland, Cal.; 43 Bond 8t., New York.

"
BURTON'S [MPROVED DRENGHING BIT.
o mwr Srueging aad Fiehin Lo v Yewr

mals Redicins,

Yon lave the sshifastion of knowing that they have
taken the dose to Sholast drop Obe peredo snlyisnoceds
! t cap be dona by angone who can po} 00 » bndle,

1 sumple, strong, darable sod inexpensies. Wi .
Aifebme,  Evory voterinary anzgeon ssd hore.ownes
asede ooe  PEICE, Qelvanited, $3.50; Full Nicke), $5.60,

teaywberon U § or Canads on secalptof prica.
MONARCH REIN BUTTON CO,,

Large variety in Piush and Morocco bindings,

Prices low for first-class goods. Terms to

agents, and cataloue, sent on application,
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., Oakland, Cal.

P HCTCGRAPH ALBUMS.

SOCIAL PURITY, &ecien Soctac pusiny

by J. II. KELLOGG, M. D., SUPERINTENDENT OF THE
LARGEST MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SANITARIUM IN THE
WorLp. Fifth edition. Fiftieth thousand, Also con-
tains a “Malk to Girls,” by Mrs. E. E. KeLnoee,
A. M., Associate Superintendent of Social Purity
Department of the National Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union. This talk is full of helpful sug-
gestions té6 mothers and their daughters respeeting
the nieans of promoting the development of a higher
type of womanhood in the rising generation of gixls.
A copy should be placed in the hands of every man,
woman and youth. 64 large octavo pages. Price, 15
cents; 20 copies, post-paid, $2.25. Address; PACIFIC
PrEsS PUBLISHING (o, Oaiiland, Cal,

—SONM K, ——
Desirable and Valuahle
" New Books.

-0

In the Following List of Miscellaneous Books
will be Found Something to Interest all,
‘We Furnish them Post-paid atthe

PUBLISHERS’ PRICES.

O

Lives of the Fathers, Farrar, 2 vols., cloth....§5.00
Life of Christ, Farrar, cloth -
The Messages of the Books, F: A
History of the Interpretation, Farrar, clo
Life of St. Paul, Farrar.....
Syriac New Testament. N
Hea(}st%nd Faces and How to Study T'
clo
Hours with the Bible, Geik:
cloth oo sussaeee
Holy Land and the Bible, Geiki
How We Got Our Bible, cloth.....
10(;1000 Synonyms and Antonym

wee 2.50
m!

Life of Christ for the Young, Geiicie, clotii. I.50
The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life,
aper ..... reresereesnsrsnssnrasess 50
t]
. . 75
cloth, gilt edges’ 1.00

ADDRESS, ‘
Pacific- Press Publishing Co.,

OAKLAND, CAL.,
Or, 43 BoxDp ST., NEW YORX.

G. H. KRIECHBAUM,
DENTIST, t
Office 854} Broadway, Corner Seventh, Oakland,

Office Hours—9 to 12 A. 3. and 1 t0 5 ». M.

Rooms 17 and 18,
320 Post 8t., 8 F.

PACIFIC et

Send for Catalogue.

Business College,

ORAL AND SCIENTIFIC COMPANION, Flor-
ence, Arizona; illustrated, wide-awake; 25¢
Ads Ie. per word.

3

per year.

THE SENTINEL LIBRARY

Will contain articles on the various phases of
the National Reform Movemcnt, the Union of
Church and Staie, Civiland Religious Liberty, etc.
It will be uniforminsize (page about 5x7%4 ino‘hes).
Bach number will contain from 8 to 56 pages,
and will have a neatly engraved cover design.
Price, 76 cents per year of 256 numbers. The fol-
lowing numbers are now ready :—

No. 1. The National Reformed Constitution,
Price, 3 cents. | .

No. 2. Religious Liberty. Price, 1 cent,

No. 8. The Evils of Religious Legislation.
Price, 1 cent. .

No. 4. The Blair Sunday-Rest Bill.

cents.

NO. B, Th% Blair Educational Amendment.
cents,
The Purity of National Religion. Price,

National Reform and Rights of Con-
Price, 2 cents.

0. 8. The American Papacy. Price, 2 cents.
No. 9. TheSalem Witcheraft, Price, 1 cent.
No. 10. National Reform Is Church and State.

Price, 2 cents. .
No. 11. What Think Ye of Christ? Price, 1

cent.

No. 12. Bold and Base Avowal. Price, 2 cents.

No. 13. The National Reform Movement an
Absurdity. Price, 2 cents.

No. 14, The Republic of Israel. Price, 1 cent,

No. 15. National Reformed Presbylerianism.
Price, 4 cents,

Orders can be filled for back numbers at any
time and in any quantity desired, aseach number
is printed from electrotype plates, Tiberal dis-
count when ordercd in quantities, Address,

ACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
Or 43 Bond 8t., N. Y. Oakland, Cal,

Price, 7

seience,
N

OLDEN GRAINS:
: A SERIES OF
TEN BOOKS FOR CHILDREN.

Each little book or pamphlet contains thirty-two
pages of carefully selected stories. Tie following
are the titles: Robin’s Judgment Book; Annie's
Savings’ Box; Always the Bible; The Sisters’ Lesson;
The Hard Way; Thc Schoolboy’s Dinner; Seven
Times; The Wicket Gate; The Sensitive Plant; The
Two Gardens. The whole set of ten books, over 300
pages, will be senb post-paid for 50 cents.

Address, PACIFIC PRESS PUSLISHING CO.,

Oakland, Cal
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Nore.—No papers are sent by the publishers of. the
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed
forit. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub-
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
ishers to pay for the same,

Ix a recent letter to the Christian Statesman,
written from Cincinnati, District Secretary Foster
says that the Journal and Messenger of that city
gave an article on National Reform a few weeks
since. But Mr. Foster forgets fo say that the
article was in point blank opposition to his so-
called reform movement. It is an excellent arti-
cle, and so we give it to the readers of the SENTI-
NEL, We wish that it could be read by all who
imagine that only infidels are opposed to the
schemes of these pseudo-reformers.

Tue Christian Statesman of July 4, quotes ap-
provingly the words of Rev. W. D.. Gray before
the Missouri Sabbath Convention :—

« Idonot believe that, as a political maxim, Gov-
ernments derive their just powers from the consent
of the governed. And so the object of this move-
ment is an effort to change that feature in our fun-
damental law.” :

These words need no comment, for they show
positively and clearly that the object of both the
National Reform Association and of the American
Sabbath Union is to subvert the very principles
of our Government ang establish a religious des-
potism upon the ruins of our free institutions.

> @ —&

JurLy 10 a memorial was presented to the
Helena Constitutional Convention from the Mon-
tana Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, praying the convention to incorporate in
the new constitution a clause providing for strict
Sunday observance, Methodists were once perse-

cuted for conscience’ sake,butitseems that now they -

are themselves becoming persecutors. An article
on another page of this paper shows how they are
using the Sunday law of Tennessee to drive from
the State those who conscientiously observe the
seventh day, and at the same time their brethren
in the North are laboring to make such things
possible in Montana. Has Methodism lost its old-
time power, that it is invoking the civil power in
behalf of' its dogmas?

WD oppose Sunday laws not because the day
is without divine authority, but because it is a
religious institution, and because with matters of
religious faith and practice civil government can-
not of right have anything whatever to do. The
innate iniquity of Sunday laws is well illustrated
by the administration of such laws in Arkansas,
Tennessee, and Georgia, where they have been
used not to preserve the peace of the community
while a portion of its citizens are engaged in wor-
ship, but to oppress those who conscientiously ob-
serve another day in obedience, as they verily
believe, to the divine command. In the States
mentioned, as the readers of the AMERICAN SEN-
TINEL are aware, men have been fined and im-
prisoned for digging potatoes, pa.mtmg, plowing,
and such other work.

But it may be urged that this is only enforclng
the law; then why is it not enforced upon all alike?
In all of these States, and in the very neighbor-

hoods where the hand of the law has been laid
upon these seventh-day worshipers, members of
other churches and men who belong to no church
at all have been permitted to violate the law with
impunity, no complaint being made against them.
The law has simply been used to harass those who
hold views that are distasteful to the majority of
the community in which they live. Such laws
are a disgrace to any State.

ApvocaTes of Sunday legislation urge in be-
half of their measure that they are willing to
grant an exemption clause permitting Seventh-
day people to do “private work” on Sunday at
“almost anything except to open shop, which
would interfere with the general rest.” But are
seventh-day people the only ones who have any
rights which are bound to be respected? How
about others who have no conscientious seruples
in regard to Sunday, Must they rest simply be-
cause others do?

&
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Tag Denver, Colo., News is in favor of a Sun-
day law which shall respect the “rights of those
who from religious motives. keep another day,”
and “ also the rights of people who attach no re-
ligious significance whatever to any day.” That
would be a very peculiar sort of a law, and to-
tally unlike any Sunday law ever enacted, for it
would apply only to those who believe that they
ought to religiously observe the day. That being
the case it would seem that they might get along
very comfortably without such a law, but possibly
some of them need it toreinforce their consciences.
But much as we would like to see them gratified,
we are not prepared to admit that the State has
any justright to compel any man to perform even
those religious duties which he freely admits that
he should perform,

WaeN the field secretary of the American
Sabbath Union was before the General Assembly
of the Knights of Labor last November, with the
petition for a National Sunday law, the question
was asked :—

“ Could not this ‘weekly rest-day be secured with-
out reference to religion by having the workmen of
of each establishment scheduled in regular order for
one day of rest per week, whicheveir was most con-
venient, not all resting on any one day ?”

The answer was :—

“A weekly day of rest has never been permanently
secured in any land except on the basis of religious
obligation. Take the religion ouf and you take the
rest out, Greed is so strong that nothing but Godand
conscience can keep him from capturing all the days
for toil.” _

And yet in the face of this it is denied that the
Union is asking for religious legislation.

-

A CORRESPONDENT writing to this paper from
Placerville, California, under date of June 17,
says i—

“ Yesterday the Presbyterian minister had-a
congregation of only seven persons, all ladies and
one of them his wife. He embraced this oppor-
tunity to present the matter of a petition for a
National Sunday law, which he did in this way.
He said, “All who are in favor of keeping the
Sabbath stand up.’ Of course all the seven arose.
He then said, * My object in taking this vote is to
send a petition to Congress for a Sunday law,
and I wished to take the sense of the church.” He
also said that other churches were doing the same
thing.” )

Our correspondent says he can give the name
of every member present at this meeting, and that

. comed to our table.

the total membership of the church is over one hun-
dred. This church will of course be reported as
being unanimously in favor of a National Sunday
law, and the entire membership will be counted
as petitioners in favor of such a measure. This
does not seem exactly honest to ordinary people, -
but it is in perfect keeping with National Reform
methods.

Y

‘WE have received No. 1, Vol. 1, of the Western -
American, a paper published in Chicago, Illinois;
“devoted to politics that will preserve liberty,
civil and religious,” In his salutatory the editor
says :—

“We shall courageously expose every attempt to
unite Church and State, to secure fraudulently, pub-
lic money for institutions under religious control, to
weaken and in time destroy religious liberty.”

And again he says:—

“If the teachings of Christ meah anything,they
command his followers to keep their hands and
tongues out of politics, to concern themselves orly
with a government that is not of this world, and to
render unto Caxsar the things that are Ceesar’s, and
unto God the things that are God’s.”

We welcome the American to this field, and
hope that it will prove true to its motto, and to its
statement of principles. Certainly there are not
at the present time too many papers to oppose this
work of a union of Church and State.

>
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SuNDAY-LAW advocates persistently assert that
they do not want a union of Church and State;
that nothing could be further from their designs
or desires. Nevertheless the logic of their posi-
tion compels some of their leading spirits to con-
fess the truth. An utterance of the Rev. T. H.
Tatlow at the Missouri Sabbath Convention is an
evidence of this :—

“The party of carnal policy protests, and cries out
that this is uniting Church and State. The Christian
replies: Itis indeed a union, but limited, and applies
only so far as two separate jurisdictions—the one
spiritual and primary and the other secular and second-
ary—exercises each one its own appropriate authority,
within its own individual province, to secure a two-
fold good to the two-fold life of man.”

And what is such a union, but a union of
Church and State? And if the spiritual jurisdic-
tion is primary, must it not dominate the civil?
That was exactly the state of affairs in Rome in
the palmiest day of the Papacy.

TeE AMERICAN SENTINEL is always wel-
It is for religion; but relig-

ion free from the trammels of law. All expe-
rience has shown that a Church in alliance with
the State proceeds at once to become a monstrous
«evil, and the religion of the devil. The thirst for
power is natural to man, and the Churches of
Rome and England have shown how religious
men can abuse it. The Pope and the Archbishop
of Canterbury are alike the enemies of all true re-
ligion, trueliberty, and true humanity. They are
bulwarks of “barbarism.— Political Record, San
Francisco.

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL.

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL,
DEVOTED TO

Tue defense of American Institutions, the preservation
of the United States Constitution as it is, so far
as regards religion or religious tests, and
the maintenance of human rights,
both civil and religious.

It willeverbe unéompromlslngly opposed toanything tending
toward a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact
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