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THOSE who insist that some species of 
religious instruction shall be incorporated 
into, our public-school system, may not in-
tend the result; yet they are taking just 
the=course, most likely to destroy the sys-
tem altogether, since they demand of it 
what it cannot consistently do. Secular 
instruction is the utmost limit to which 
the system can be reasonably extended.—
Independent. 

-4-. 	 

THE home and the church are the projer 
places for; moral and religious training, 
not' the State free schools. These schools 
are for secular training, to prepare for 
intelligent citizenship, heroic manhood, 
and for life work. The State educates for 
its own support and protection, not for 
the future of man or boy after death; not 
to make Christians, Jews, or Mormons, 
but to make good citizens, noble patriots, 
and wise men.—Commercial Gazette, Bal-
timore, Maryland. 

" ALL crime against the State," says 
Rey'. W. J. Coleman, " is an open sin 
against God." If this were true, it would 
follow that the State can require nothing 
wrong,, and forbid nothing that is right. 
It would also follow that the three He-
brews.who refused to fall down before the 
great image which Nebuchadnezzar set 
up, were guilty of sin; that Daniel sinned 
in praying to God when forbidden so to 
do by the king; and that the apostles 
and martyrs of Jesus also sinned when 
they chose to obey God rather than men. 
God has ordained civil government ; he 
did this when he created men and placed 
them together in families and communi-
ties; and when governthents confine them- 

selves to their proper sphere it is sin to 
resist their authority ; but when, they enter 
the domain of morals and assume to rule 
in things pertaining to God, they put 
themselves in the place of God, and must 
be disobeyed by all who would remain 
loyal to God. It is this principle• alone 
that justifies the martyrs; any other re-
duces them to the level of criminals who 
suffered justly, condemned alike by God 
and man. 

The Bennett Law. 

THE Bennett law of Wisconsin has ex-
cited much discussion not only in that 
State but throughout the country. This 
law was enacted last year, going into effect 
April 18, 1889. The object of the law is 
to compel all the children between the ages 
of seven and fourteen years, to learn the 
English language. Every such child is 
compelled to attend school where the 
teaching is in English, "not less than 
twelve weeks in each year " under penalty 
of a fine of " not less than three dollars 
nor more than twenty dollars " for each 
offense; " and failure for each week or 
portion of a week on the part of any per-
son to comply with the provisions of this 
act shall constitute a distinct offense." 
Section 5 reads as follows 

No school shall be regarded as a school under this 
act, unless there shall be taught therein, as part 
of the elementary education of children, reading, 
writing, arithmetic, and United States History, in 
the English language. 

, This law has incurred the open and de-
termined opposition of the whole Lutheran 
body in the State, assisted by that portion 
of the Roman Catholics who' speak Ger-
man or other foreign tongues. The Lu-
therans seem to be the leaders in the con-
test. Illinois has a similar law, only worse 
if anything, and the Bennett-law contest in 
Wisconsin has awakened a much more 
active opposition to the Illinois law. The 
cause is one in both States. 

In several papers that have discussed 
this matter we have noticed a singular 
misapprehension of the question at issue,  

and a misstatement of the reasons of the 
opposition. 

1. The opposition is not to the public 
school in any sense. The Lutherans main-
tain the perfect right of the public school 
to exist; and willingly pay their propor-
tion of the public-school taxes. 

2. The opposition is not to the use, nor 
the teaching, of the English language in 
the public schools. The Lutherans cheer-
fully admit the right of the public school 
to teach the English language. 

3. The opposition is not to the English 
language itself, nor to its use. The op-
ponents of the Bennett law do not prohibit 
their children from either learning or 
speaking the English language. They 
know full well that their children will 
learn English. They know that in the 
nature of things they cannot live very 
long in this country without learning it. 
They teach it in their schools, and speak 
it, and write it, upon occasion. 

BUT, 
While admitting all this, they deny that 

the public school may teach religion, 
much less the religion which they believe; 
and they maintain their own exclusive 
right to teach their own religion to their 
own children, in their own schools, at 
their own expense, in their own native 
language, if they choose. 

While maintaining the right of the 
public school to exist, they maintain like-
wise the right of the parochial school to 
exist. 

While cheerfully paying their propor-
tion of taxes in support of the public 
school, they maintain their right to .pay 
what they please for the support of their 
own private school. 

While they maintain the right of the 
State to use and to teach the English lan-
guage in the State school, they maintain 
their own right to use and to teach the 
German, or any other language, in their 
own school. 

While they cheerfully admit the right 
of the public to establish and main-
tain the public school, they deny the 
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right of the public to turn their private 
schools into public schools. For that, in 
one sentence, is what the Bennett law 
means, and the Illinois law also. 

The Bennett law requires that every 
child between the ages of seven and four-
teen years shall attend school such period 
of time, not less than twelve, nor more 
than twenty-four weeks, in each year, as 
"-shall be fixed " " by the Board of Educa-
tion, or Board of Directors of the city, town 
or district;" "and such Boards shall, at 
least ten days prior to the beginning of such 
periods publish the time or times of at-
tendance." 

The Illinois law requires that the chil-
dren shall attend school " at least sixteen 
weeks," with a penalty of not less than 
one dollar, nor more than twenty dollars 
"for every neglect." " But if the person 
so neglecting, shall show to the satisfaction 
of the Board of Education or of Directors 
that such child has attended for a like 
period of time a private day school, ap-
proved by the Board of Education or Di-
rectors of the city, town, or district in 
which such •child resides, etc., then such 
penalty shall not be incurred." 

The only effect of these laws is to make 
every private school a public school. The 
use of the term " private school " in the 
sections quoted is a misnomer; because 
when the public fixes the time or times of 
attendance at the school, and fixes what 
shall be taught there and how; when what 
is done must be " to the satisfaction " of 
the public authorities, and must be " ap-
proved " by the public authorities, then 
such schools are no longer private in any 
proper or legal sense of the word. 

Yet these laws do not openly propose 
the abolition of the private schools, they • 
only mildly propose to confiscate them—
to turn them into public schools at private 
expense. These two States generously 
grant the right of the churches to estab-
lish church schools ; but when the schools 
are once established, then the States merely 
assert the authority to turn them into State 
schools at the churches' expense. The 
effect of these laws therefore is as clearly 
confiscation of property as need be. The 
State lays a public tax, collects it, and 
uses it under its own direction in the work 
of the public school. The people who 
hold church schools pay their proportion 
of the tax levied by the State. They pay 
all that the State asks. But besides this 
they as church members organize schools 
of their own in which to teach their own 
children the religion in which they believe, 
and whatever else they may choose ; they 
use their own money to pay teachers, to 
build school-houses, etc. Then the State 
steps up and demands, " I must have all 
this too. These schools must be under my 
control ; the teaching there must be to my 
satisfaction; in short they shall not be 
counted schools at all unless you teach 
there what I say shall be taught, and as I 
say it shall be taught. In other words,  

and to be plain about it, you must spend 
your money and teach 'your children as I 
choose and as I direct." 

That is precisely what these laws mean. 
The confiscation of the money and prop-
erty however is a very small item., as com-
pared with the usurpation of the place, 
and the authority of the parent and the 
Church. These laws are identical in effect, 
and almost identical in word, with a bill 
introduced in the New York Legislature, 
January 16, 1890, which the Union. League 
Club unanimously denounced as " a dan-
gerous and vicious bill," and "in the line 
of the most vicious class of legislation 
with which we are afflicted ; " and which 
met the death it deserved, and which it is 
to be hoped is everlasting. Any private 
or church school that obeys these laws 
thereby consents to the State's assumption. 
of authority to control the school, and 
dictate in its affairs. And if the State 
can say what any church or association of 
parents shall teach to their own children, 
and how it shall be taught, then there is 
no longer any such thing as parental or 
church authority to teach anything except 
at the direction and dictation of the State. 
The State has no more right to say what 
shall be taught in a private school, than a 
private individual has to say that his 
private views shall be taught in the public 
school. The State has not a particle more 
right to say what shall be taught in a 
church school, than a church has to say 
what shall be taught in the public school. 

These are the grounds, and these the 
basic reasons, of the opposition to these 
laws in Wisconsin and Illinois. It is in 
defense of the American principle of the 
rights of the people, and of the Christian 
principle of religious liberty. 

These compulsory school laws of Wis-
consin and Illinois have not a scintilla of 
justice to rest upon. The principle is that 
of absolutism, the laws are but the asser-
tion of it, and the defense of the laws is 
but the defense of it. We have read ev-
erything we could get hold of on the sub-
ject, from the laws themselves and Gov-
ernor Hoard's speech, to whatever else we 
could find on either side of the question, 
and we have found the principle of the 
laws and the defense of them to be abso-
lutism only ; and in all that has been said in 
defense of them we have not yet found a 
single valid reason. 

As we have shown, the laws logically 
assert the right of the State to say that 
neither the parent nor the Church shall 
teach anything to the children except at 
the directiOn and dictation of the State, 
and so, argue that the State is absolute. 
All the advocates of the laws have not as-
serted openly and in plain terms that this 
is so, but some of them. have. The words 
of one such we give. The Chicago Trib-
une of April 8, 1890, gives the words of 
Mr. William C. Goudy, a well-known law-
yer and political leader, as follows:— 

The State has the power over its citizens. The 
State may even abolish the relations between parent  

and child, though as to the result of such an act I 
do not care to speak. The fact is that the law does 
interfere with the custody of children. Time and 
again`children. are taken away from both father 
and mother. 

It is true enough that where parents 
maltreat a child, the State may, in fact it 
must, exercise its protective power in be-
half of the child. Protection of the rights 
of the subject is what the State is for, and 
it must protect a child as well as a man. 
But it is only the assertion of the right-
fulness of tyranny to argue from that the 
right of the State to abolish the relations 
between parent and child. It is a wicked 
spirit that turns the doing of a favor, 'into 
authority for an assertion of- power—to 
make the exertion of a 'protective power 
in an exceptional case, the authority to 
assert a commanding or dictatorial power 
in all cases. 

Further it is gravely argued that it is 
necessary to " the peace and safety of the 
State" that the State shall compel all the 
German and other children of foreign 
tongues to learn the English language. 
And it is America that says it. Well now, 
if all the people of Illinois and Wisconsin 
both should speak German, or Latin, or 
even Choctaw, we should like to know 
what calamity could threaten the peace 
and safety of either of the States from 
that source. Is every person necessarily a 
thief, or a murderer, or an outlaw who 
does not speak the English language ? Is 
the peace or safety of States or commu-
nities never disturbed or threatened by 
people who speak English ? 

But if it is necessary to the peace and 
and safety of the State that all the chil-
dren of foreign tongues shall learn to read 
and write and speak English, why is it not 
necessary that the parents shall learn it 
also ? Why jeopardize the peace and 
safety of the State 'all these years till all 
the parents die who do not speak English, 
and all the children learn to speak, read, 
and write English? Why is it not neces-
sary, yea, much more necessary, that the 
parents be compelled to learn English as 
well as the children? Or is it a fact that 
the peace and safety of the State are en-
dangered only by the children, and by 
such of them only as are between the ages 
of seven and fourteen. years ? 

Besides, upon the theory of these laws 
that English can be learned only in school, 
not to compel the parents to use English 
is to continue the greatest possible hin-
drance to the children's learning to use it. 
So long as the parents are suffered to use.  
German in the home, in the shop, in the 
field, everywhere, it will be almost an 
interminable task, successfully to get the 

'children to learn it. Why then do not 
Wisconsin and Illinois go about this work 
in the right way ? Why not adopt the 
plan that will positively assure speedy 
and certain, and permanent results ? Why 
does not each of these States enact a law 
— doubtless Mr. Bennett for Wisconsin, 
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and America for Illinois, could easily 
frame the laws—declaring that after a 
certain time, say three or six months, 
• everybody in the State shall, use the En-
glish language exclusively, or else have 
his tongue cut, out ? 

That will bring the result, and speedily, 
which these present laws aim to secure. 
We know it will, for it has been tried 
with perfect success. Some years ago a 
certain province of Turkey spoke another 
than ,the Turkish language, This was 
deemed not to be good for the State. 
Therefore a decree went forth that after a 
certain time whoever should speak any 
language but the Turkish should have his 
tongue cut out. And we have it from a 
persOn who was there that the thing 
worked splendidly. It is true some of the 
people lost their tongues, but what was 
that, in view of the immense result ac-
complished-r-the peace and safety of the 
State ! 

And. just now, even in this present 
month, that most excellent ruler, that fa-
ther of his ' country, the Czar of all the 
Russias, has issued an edict, abolishing the 
Finnish tongue and establishing the Rus-
sian only, in all the schools in Finland. 
We are not informed what penalties are 
attached to the law, but undoubtedly the 
mildness of temper that is characteristic 
of this model ruler will be expressed in 
penalties at the most no heavier than are 
those of these kindred laws in Wisconsin 
and Illinois. 

The opponents ' of the Bennett law in 
Wisconsin and its counterpart in Illinois 
are in the right. It is the same old con-
test of justice against despotic power, of 
private rights against public wrongs, of 
the freedom of the individual against the 
despotism of the State. They are in the 
right, and we wish them unbounded suc-
cess. 

Will the people of these two splendid 
States come back to the place of enlighten-
ment and American civilization? Will 
they redeeni themselves from the reproach 
of Russian and Turkish despotism? We 
earnestly hope they will. 	A. T. J. 

Senator Blair's Educational Bill. 

SENATOR BLAIR is attempting some very 
dangermis experiments, in the name of 
learning and religion. His Educational 
Bill is of doubtful utility, and of more 
than doubtful expediency: There is no 
evidence that education will be perma-
nently benefited by putting the Federal 
Government in control of it, and aiding it 
for a fixed term of years out of the Federal 
treasury. The people should sustain pop-
ular 'education for its own sake. Our 
Government rests upon the intelligence 
of the masses, but it is a Voluntary intelli-
gence. The fitness of the people for self-
goVernment lies in their voluntary en-
lightenment. When they reach: a point 
at 'which the Government has to*  force  

them to fit themselves for self-government, 
there will be danger abroad that larger 
statesmanship than Blair's will have to 
deal with. His measure tends to reduce 
the spirit of self help amongst the people, 
to turn their faces toward Washington, 
and look to the Federal Government for 
that which they should do for themselves. 
In this sense the help he intends to give 
to popular education will hurt it more 
than it has ever been hurt before. Edu-
cation is as much the personal concern of 
every American as is obedience to the 
laws which all have made. Pride in him-
self, in his citizenship, in his country, is 
the proper motive for supporting public 
schools and general culture, and for. this 
Mr. Blair's aims will be a sorry substitute. 
—San Francisco Alta, 

The Public-School Question. 

THE common schools are our national 
idol. Like all idols this American tute-
lary genius exercises a peculiar spell over 
its votaries and has the faculty of stupe-
fying and stultifying them ad libitum. A 
most glaring instance of over-zeal and 
folly in this noble cause is the recent leg-
islation of Wisconsin and Illinois against 
the parochial schools which abound in 
those States. 

These two State have an immense Lu-
theran population, which has come mostly 
from Germany and northern Europe. 
They are people of enlightened and ear-
nest religious convictions, many of them 
having come here to enjoy, unhampered 
by statecraft and uncorrupted by ration-
alism, their pure, evangelical, Protestant 
faith. To inculcate this precious faith in 
their children is with them one of the pri-
mary functions of the Christian Church, 
a duty to which she cannot be derelict. 
Hence they maintain at great expense in 
every congregation, a parish school in 
which for the first hour of every day the 
children receive instruction in the Chris-
tian religion. 

They have no hostility to our common 
schools. They laud them as one of the 
noblest products and supports of the State. 
They are perfectly willing to be taxed for 
their maintenance, although deriving lit-
tle direct profit from them. They are 
accustomed to send such of their children 
as can prosecute a further course of study, 
to the higher grades of the public schools, 
where their primary training is found 
quite equal to that furnished by the public 
school. They have not in a single instance 
asked for a portion of the school fund. In 
cities where, by co-operation with the Ro-
manists, they could easily have succeeded 
in getting exemption from school taxes, or 
securing a fair portion of the fund, they 
have repelled with scorn the proposal for 
united action, protesting that in this mat-
ter they had nothing in common with Ro-
man Catholics. But while in the fullest 
accord with the American school system,  

they recognize that it is purely and neces-
sarily secular, that the all-important ele-
ment of true education is absolutely ex-
cluded. Hence they propose to supplement 
State education with Christian education; 
and very properly this supplement comes 
first in order, since all admit that the 
earliest religious impressions become the 
deepest and most abiding. The hearts and 
minds of the children are filled with the 
knowledge of divine truth, and then the 
State may take charge of their further in-
struction. 

All this, it must be acknowledged, is at 
once accordant with the purest patriotism, 
and the best type of Christianity. And 
so far, the State could have no possible 
pretext for breaking up these parish 
schools. But a pretext is offered on the 
score of language. Many of these people 
have not been long enough in this country 
to have acquired the English language. 
And some communities are so exclusively 
made up of Germans or Scandinavians 
that the vernacular which they brought 
with them to this country still prevails, 
and it is said that there are even natives 
who cannot read, write, or understand 
English. There is, again, no opposition 
to the use of English. Dear as is the 
mother tongue which embalms the hal-
lowed traditions and associations of a peo-
ple, the hymns and the prayers of their 
religion, these new comers are sufficiently 
intelligent to understand the significance 
of their American citizenship to their 
children—and that to contend with others 
in the race of life, they must master the 
language of the country. And whoever 
saw a young German or Scandinavian 
that was not eager to speak English, no 
matter how much amusement was caused 
by his broken efforts ? 

Whenever it is practicable, the parish 
schools teach some of the branches in 
English. In many of them it is the me-
dium of instruction for half the day, and 
the children outside the school room speak 
almost exclusively English. Yet as large 
bodies of emigrants continue to arrive, 
forming new communities and churches, 
cases continue to arise where a suitable 
teacher who can use English as the me-
dium of instruction cannot be found, or 
where the children are as yet so absolutely 
ignorant of English, that to use that lan-
guage as the medium of instruction would 
be the height of absurdity. You might 
as well make Greek the vehicle of instruc-
tion in our primary schools. 

Yet this is just what these political 
wiseacres say must be done—the element-
ary branches must be taught in English, 
whether the children can understand a 
word of it or not, whether the teacher is 
capable of using it, or whether he is not. 
The police are to drag the children out of 
the Christian schools, where there is no 
English taught, and force them into the 
schools of the State, even though they un-
derstand not a word that is uttered there. 
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If only an amendment had been added re-
quiring these statesmen to do the teaching 
under these conditions for the first year, 
there would soon have followed a call for 
an extra session of the Legislature to 
abolish this crude and hasty measure. 

The American people are as sensible 
and just as they are practical, and one 
may confidently predict that such enact-
ments, when properly understood, will 
not have the sanction of a sober public 
opinion. Apart from the impossibility of 
instructing children through the vehicle 
of an unknown tongue, such an expedient 
is doomed to failure even as a means of 
making them English. The results may 
be seen in half the counties of Pennsyl-
vania, where English has been the lan-
guage of instruction for fifty years, and 
where persons can be found whose parents 
and grandparents were born in this coun-
try, and who are still unable to speak, 
write, or understand English. They at-
tended the English schools, but not un-
derstanding what was taught they never 
learned English or anything else. Though 
not among our worst elements, could they 
have had the instruction of parish schools 
in their vernacular, they would be far 
more intelligent than they are. 

If Americans could for a moment put 
themselves in the place of these pious for-
eigners, who by common consent consti-
tute a most peaceable, intelligent and 
thrifty class, they must look upon this 
legislation as a wanton and cruel invasion 
of their sacred right to educate their off-
spring in the best manner possible under 
the abnormal and temporary conditions. 
No American community would submit 
for one hour to such an outrage. 

Some of these Germans have probably 
fled from the intolerance of Russia, which 
forces the Russian tongue into the schools 
of the Baltic Provinces. Invited to this 
country as offering the fullest civil and 
religious liberty, how bitter must be the 
disappointment which finds here the same 
spirit, the same politics, the same heartless 
disregard of circumstances and of rights. 

But the saddest aspect of these laws is 
the revelation they make of the godless 
spirit that rules the State. The beliefs 
and the morals of Christianity, we have 
heard times without number, are the pal-
ladium of our free institutions. Here 
now are evangelical churches providing a 
thorough Christian culture for their chil-
dren, infusing into their minds the eternal 
principles of private and public virtue, 
and the State with iron hand breaks in the 
door and demands to know what is being 
taught in -these schools. The answer is, 
" The doctrines of the gospel, and what-
ever besides will help to make good citi-
zens." " In what language are you doing 
it ?" " In the only language at our com- 
mand." 	4  OUT WITH THIS- ' BUSINESS! 
This is an English country, and unless 
you teach English your school must stop." 

And so we are going 1 Whither, 0  

whither, tell me where ? We are fain to 
speak of this as a Christian country. We 
hear ofthn that Christianity is the com-
mon law of the land. We are even now 
passing a bill in the national Legislature 
to enforce the observance of " the Christ-
tian Sabbath." To some well-meaning 
people only one thing is lacking to make 
this in form as it already is in fact a 
Christian Nation, and that is to write the 
name of Jesus Christ across the national 
Constitution.—Prof. E. J. Wolf, in Chris-
tian at Work. 

Simple Tyranny. 

THE public-school system, existing in 
the several States of the Union, is directly 
the creation of State authority, and is 
maintained and enforced by compulsory 
taxation. The object is to meet a great 
practical want in the way of popular ed-
ucation that otherwise would not be ade-
quately met. There can be no doubt 
either as to the necessity or as to the wis-
dom of the system considered with refer-
ence to the end had in view. The ques-
tion whether the education, thus provided 
for, shall be simply secular, or shall, in 
addition thereto, include some element or 
elements of religious teaching, is the vexed 
question that has for years been the bone 
of contention in our public-school system, 
and that now really constitutes its great-
est peril, 

We have never had but one opinion on 
this subject, and have given full expression 
thereto, as occasion has called for it. We 
do not believe it to be the legitimate prov-
ince of any State, as.such, to engage in any 
species of religious propagandism, whether 
in the public school or elsewhere. A State, 
in order to do this, must first have a 
State religion, and, of course, must au-
thoritatively determine what it shall be, 
and what it shall embrace ; and having pro-
ceeded thus far, it must then, in order to 
give the idea a practicable form, compel 
the people through a tax levy to pay the 
expense of teaching the religion, whether 
they believe in its truth or not. The 
mere statement of the idea ought to be 
sufficient to refute 'it with the American 
people. 

An American State cannot consistently 
extend its public-school system, supported 
by general taxation, and regulated by law, 
beyond the purely secular field of educa-
tion; and those who demand that it shall 
do more than this are making war upon 
the only system that comes within the 
province of the State. Qui public-school 
system must be purely secular in its in-
struction, or be abandoned altogether, un-
less the people are prepared to have the 
State in its organic power become a relig-
ious propagandist. 

We desire to preserve and perpetuate 
the system on the only, basis that is prac-
ticable, and hence utterly dissent alike 
from those Catholics and those Protestants  

who would ,use the public schools for re-
ligious purposes. Not a dollar of the pub-
lic money should be thus expended. No 
man should be required by law to pay -a 
solitary penny for religious propagandism. -
Such a requirement is simply tyranny.—
The Independent. 

Where the Difficulty Lies. 

PROFESSOR BLAISDELL, of Beloit Col-
lege, Wisconsin, in The Christian Union 
of May 8, criticises the decision of the Su-
preme Court of that State on the Bible in 
the schools. He raises the same cry as 
other enemies of the public school, that 
the public school is thus made godless, 
and says:— 

There are multitudes of thoughtful people in 
Wisconsin who will say, If information about a 
Supreme Being, and addressed to the highest and 
most productive sentiments in the school training of 
my children is to be ruled out of our schools so that 
they become godless and morally colorless, we will 
have our parish schools. 

Very well, such persons had better have 
their parish schools than to have the pub-
lic school turned into a parish school. 
They had better teach their own children 
the religion which they want them to be 
taught, at their own expense, than to un-
dertake to do it at other people's expense. 

To talk about the public schools being 
thus made morally colorless is another 
piece of sophistry, because those very per-
sons claim that the religion to be taught 
shall not be dogmatic, nor sectarian. It 
must be of such a kind as that all may re-
ceive it with equal favor. And to demand 
that in a community where there are many 
different views, and where every man is 
free to think for himself, is only to de-
mand that the teaching shall be morally 
colorless. The objection that the public 
schools are made godless and morally col-
orless, is a fraud. There is not a particle 
of fairness in it, and those who make it 
must know it, because it is difficult to 
conceive how men who can write as intel-
ligently as these, can be so dull .as not to 
detect the sophistry of their own argu-
ment. 

The Professor next objects to the decis-
ion because if it is sound, 'then the State 
cannot teach religion in its asylums, for 
the blind, the deaf and the insane. Then 
he begins to beg his question by appealing 
to the sympathies of the people for these 
unfortunates. But that is no objection to 
the decision. If the State has the right 
to teach religion in its asylums and in the 
penitentiaries, then it has a right to teach 
it in the public schools. If it is right to 
teach it, in the public schools, it is right 
to teach it everywhere else. The trouble 
is that those who argue this way miss the 
whole, point, ,and that is, that it is impos-
sible .for the State to teach: religion. Be-
fore the State can teach religion, it has to 
have a religion, to- be taught. And as the 
Supreme Court of Ohio justly said :— 
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Properly speaking, there is no. such thing as re-

ligion of the State. What we mean by that phrase 
is, the religion of some individual or Set of individ-
uals taught-  or enforced by the State. The State 
can have no religious opinions, and if it undertakes 
to. enforce, the teaching of such opinions, they 
must be the opinions of some natural person or 
class of persons. If it embarks in this business, 
whose opinion shall it adopt " 

All that the State ever can do is to give 
a certain class of persons the power to 
force their views in religion upon others 
at the public expense. But the State had 
a good deal better let that be done at the 
expense of those who want to teach that 
doctrine. It is clear that the State can-
not:  do it Without at once making a dis-
tinetien between its citizens and establish- 
ing a 	in religionsithings, which 
is only to establish a certain religion. • 

TO the
.
parent and the ChurCh is com-

mitted by the .Lord the task of teaching 
religion. It is the place and the duty of 
the 	to carry to the unfortunate 
the 'consolations of religion, and even to 
criminals the hope of being made right-
ooUS. But the Professor argues that es-
pecially in the asylums for the deaf and 
blind, " young children are gathered for 
four, six, eight, or ten years in the form-
ing period of life." The idea is that these 
young children need careful training in re-
ligion and ,as the State has assumed charge 
of them, that therefore if they get such. 
training, the State must -give it. We 
are  willing to admit that these young 

.'children, hlind. or .deaf, should be taught re-
ligion and, should be, trained in righteous-
ness, but, as it is only the parent and the 
Church to whom this work has ever been 
committed; • it is they only who can_ do it. 
If -the parents fail to do it, then it is the 
plaCe of the Church to de it. If the 
Church fails to do it, then it goes undone 
because the State cannot do it. 

The difficulty, in this whole matter is 
that the Church in this and a good many 
other things, has proved recreant to her 
trust, and has deplorably failed to do 
the, very work which belongs to her, 
which God has committed to her, and 
which the,  failure to do .is a disgrace to 
her. And having done this, it is a poor 
plea for the Church to stand up and in-
sist that the State shall leach religion to 
the children, and that the State shall not 
leave them godless when she herself, 
through the failure to teach them the re-
ligion of Christ has left them godless. 

Next the Professor mentions the reform 
school and the penitentiary, and of the 
latter says :— 

There is a penitentiary at Waupun, in the heart 
of our beautiful State, whither go up under 
sentence of. these courts, and . amid the deep 
solicitude Of Our people, five :hundred vigorous 
young merit, am-May to be recovered to citizenship, 
a -problem concerning which the perhaps most Sue-
CeSSful and; perienced criMinalzofficer in Atherica 
saya, "I lalOW of- nothing which will solve the 
problem-of penal discipline but 'the religion' of Jesus 
Clatiat;" This decision; if it means anything, haz-
arda the banishment of 'the religion not only of 
Jesits Christ, but,  of any religiOir whatever from 
that prison. 

To be sure it does, so far as any teach-
ing by the State is concerned. But it does 
not preclude the Church from doing her 
work, that which is committed to her, of 
teaching these persons the religion of 
Christ. By the way, does Professor Blais-
dell mean hereby to intimate that " any 
religion whatever " should be taught to 
anybody, but the religion of Jesus Christ ? 
If so, what religion should it be ? and how 
much would they be bettered ? 

But, aside from this, these people do not 
go to the penitentiary to be reformed; 
they are not sent there for that purpose. 
They are sent there in punishment for the 
crimes they have committed, and that their 
fellow citizens may be protected from 
their further depredations. It is a false 
theory—this mawkish sentimentalism—
that the criminal is unfortunate, and that 
it is misfortune that overtakes him when 
he is convicted of his crime and sentenced 
to the penitentiary to- pay the penalty. 
He is not unfortunate, he is bad. It is not 
misfortune, but justice that has overtaken 
him. It will not do to give the criminal 
to understand, as this theory does, that 
his conviction and the infliction of the pen-
alty.  is a misfortune; It will not do for 
the State to undermine its own authority, 
destroy respect for its own laws, and put 
a premium upon crime, by counting jus-
tice a misfortune. 

We admit that the religion of Jesus 
Christ will solve the problem, not only of 
penal discipline, but of parental and ev-
ery other kind of discipline ; but it is 
impossible for the State to apply it either 
in the penal institutions or anywhere else. 
Besides if the State is to apply this rem-
edy in penal institutions, why shall the 
State not apply it outside ? If the State 
is to teach the religion of Jesus Christ to 
people in the penitentiary to make them 
good while they are there, and to keep 
them out when they get out, why shall 
not the State teach that religion to the 
people before they get into the peniten-
tiary, and in order that they may not get 
in there ? And if the State shall do this. 
then what is there for the Church to do, 
and what 'is the Church for ? 

Thus, and so surely, does the State be-
come a Church, and a Church the State, 
by every theory that would have the 
State undertake to the slightest extent the 
work of teaching religion. And every 
plea that the State shall do so is a confes-
sion that the Church either has no place 
in the world, or else has forgotten 'her 
place. 	 A. T. J. 

THE American Sabbath Union Conven-
tion, held a meeting In San Bernardino last 
week. The stock resolutions against Sun-
day newspapers were . adopted. Sunday 
trains and Sunday- mails were condemned 
of course. Those present were in earnest 
and meant' what they said; but that doesn't 
help the matter any.—The Citrograph. 

The Sphere of Legislation. 

LEGISLATION can deal only with the nat-
ural affairs of man. The laws of a land 
are restraining and compulsory, and can 
therefore not touch the free will of a man, 
to which true religion only, can come. No 
legal enactment can make a man honest; 
but if he is found guilty of stealing, it can 
puniSh him as a warning, and .for a season 
remove him from all opportunities to steal. 
All legislation is for the protection of the 
people, to prevent the evil and unjust 
from molesting others in their just rights. 
Beyond this it has no power. All it can 
therefore do for religion, which is of every 
man's own free choice, is to prevent others 
from interfering with him in his worship 
and practices according to his own con-
science; and to prevent zealots, who have 
not the Christian love of the neighbor, 
from molesting others. 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL seems there-
fore to be right in opposing religious leg-
islation. . . . All just laws are made 
for the protection of the people in all their 
just rights; of which religious liberty is 
the first; hut no law can enforce, or even 
defend, any form of religion. —Mount Joy, 
Pennsylvania, Herald. 

Sunday-Law Campaign in California. 

WE have mentioned the political cam-
paign which the Sunday - law advocates 
are carrying on to secure representatives 
pledged to enact Sunday laws. It is the 
same old trickery put in new dress. The 
following statement of The Dial gives a 
good view of the way they are doing it :— 

The very beneficent Sunday-law devo-
tees have mapped out an importunate 
campaign for the present season in Cal-
ifornia. Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts and Mrs. 
Bateham, both of national reputation in 
the line of Sunday fanaticism, have come 
from the East to assist poor California in 
the herculean task of extricating herself 
from Sunday desecration. In addition to 
this, the local co-adjutors, male and fe-
male, are training for a fight to the finish. 

Dr. Thompson, the State satellite of the 
American Sabbath Union, a few weeks 
ago laid out the plan of operations before 
the pastors of San Diego, which, in brief, 
comprised the following programme : First, 
to labor to secure recognition by one or 
both of the great political parties by Sun-
day-law planks in their State platforms ; 
second, failing to effect the point in this 
way, the next step will be to work upon 
individual candidates for the Legislature. 
Faithful friends of the measure in each 
district will interview the candidate of 
one party and if possible procure his pri-
vate pledge to support a Sunday law. 
They can say to him, "Your party is not 
committed either way, you are at perfect 
liberty to do as you please; your position 
need not be known during the campaign; 
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just privately pledge yourself to us and 
we will throw our weight in the balance 
in your favor." 

The point will be to assure the candi-
date that all the church people are united 
on this question, and will all vote for any 
one who is pledged to support a Sunday 
law.. If he fail to see it in that light, he 
is to understand that he will be tabooed 
by the good people, and their support will 
be given to the other man. In this calla-

paign everything political in the power of 
the sacred circle is to be bartered for a 
Sunday law. 

There are in the plans for this campaign, 
although in the name of religion, the ele-
ments of the most deceptive ,political 
schemes ever brought to light in the State. 
This State movement is part and parcel of 
the game for a national Sunday law, 
which in turn is a link in the National 
Reform Constitutional Amendment plot; 
and their principal hope, all the way 
through, is based on the verdancy or 
the cupidity of politicians. They would. 
loudly denounce the same principle of op-
erations if brought to bear against their 
pet project. The line upon 'which the 
Sunday- law politicians are working, was 
laid out at a National Reform Convention, 
held in Pittsburg, in 1874, --when Dr. 
Robert Audley Browne gave vent to the 
following sentiment :— 

There is no more persistent man alive than the 
typical representative American office-seeker. Of 
that class, the most of those who have not yet found 
whether they are for Christ or not, or who are 
openly decrying this movement, are ready to be its 
firm friends as soon as they acquire wisdom to dis-
cern the signs of the tithes, and are assured of its 
speedy success, They may pull back now at the 
hind axle, or scotch the wheels of the car of prog-
ress; but when they see it move, they will quickly 
jump in to get front seats, and avow " they always 
thought it was a good thing " When our Master 
comes into his kingdom in our beloved land, they 
will be candidates for the foremost positions, and 
scramble with the mother of Zebedee's children 
for the right or left hand places in the kingdom. 

This shows the character of the weapons 
they propose to use, and the programme 
proposed for the California campaign 
shows the deceptive manner in which the 
weapons are to be secured. Verily " the 
end justifies the means " from a Sunday-
law standpoint. When a professedly 
Christian people begin to work in a se-
cret manner with such candidates as can 
be secretly induced to barter principle for 
votes, it is time for honest people to look 
with suspicion upon the object sought by 
such means. 

Not only is there deception proposed in 
regard to the manipulation of candidates, 
but them is equally as rank deception in 
regard to the character of the " Sabbath " 
which it is designed. to bind upon the peo-
ple of the State. The leaclerS of this' 
movement, have two propositions before 
the people: To.the church people the very 
solemn plea is made that the sacred. Sab-
bath is being desecrated by the ungodly 
use of the day; while to the general pub- 

lic the call is for a merely "civil Sab-
bath," in order that the poor workingman 
may have a day of rest and recreation. 
The Oakland apostle of this religio-
political movement, Rev. N. R. Johnston, 
even goes so far as to blandly plead for 
the saloon-keepers' opportunity to go to 
the picnic on Sunday : while on the other 
"hand the wickedness of the Sunday picnic 
has been held up as the grand reason why 
we should have a Sunday law. In his 
call for a convention at San Jose, on. the 
twentieth and twenty-first of this month, 
he shows ,the religious character of the 
civil Sabbath that his party is working 
for in the following language:— 

The great importance of the divine institution, 
the steady growth of opposition to it as a sacred 
day of rest, the alarming prevalence of Sabbath 
desecration, and the danger that a Continental Sun-
day may displace our true American Sabbath, all 
call for combined wisdom and united efforts to pro-
mote Sabbath sanctification, and to secure a right-
eous civil law in our State that will tend to prevent 
the contemptuous disregard of our sacred day of 
rest. 

And all this in the face of the public 
representations, not only of Mr. Johnston 
himself, but of Mr. Crafts, Mr. Thompson, 
and the whole flock of prominent leaders, 
that all that is wanted is a civil day of 
rest, a legal holiday in the interests of 
overworked humanity. Let the people 
beware of wolves in sheep's clothing. 

A Political Revolution in Wisconsin. 

THE last Wisconsin Legislature, passed 
at its last session wht is known as the 
BENNETT law, making education in Wis- 
consin compulsory, and enacting this pro-
vision beside :— 

No school shall be regarded as a school under this 
act, unless there shall be taught therein as part of 
the elementary education of children, reading, writ-
ing, arithmetic, and United States history in the 
English language. 

Upon its face this provision might seem 
to be fair enough, but, closely considered, 
it is found to embody features replete 
with mischief. The State of Wisconsin 
contains a very large foreign-born popu-
lation, chiefly German, Scandinavian, and 
Belgian. In. many of its towns German 
is extensively spoken; in most of the 
private and parochial schools German is 
taught. 

To make education compulsory, while 
denying to the schools where children of 
German parents are instructed alegal ex-
istence as schools, means substantially, 
their, abolition; and if the State has the 
right to prescribe what language shall be 
taught in schools that are not maintained 
by the State, but supported and managed 
by private individuals,: it must also have 
the right to prescribe and supervise all 
their other studies. Against such an in-
vasion of private rights the citizens 'of 
Milwaukee: have now protested with such 
vigor and effectiveness 'that the only thing  

to be done with the Bennett law is to re-
peal it. 
• If the local authorities of New - York 

were to direct that Latin or Greek should 
no longer be taught in any of our colleges ; 
if they undertook to furnish the text books 
of history to be used in private schools 
and to interdict all others; if they as-
sumed to interfere with the religious 
training of the young, either in parochial 
or Sunday schools, a strong expression 
of dissent would promptly follow. The 
State maintains its own schools, and there 
is no interference of any sort, sectarian or 
political, with their management ; but the 
dictation of . the State cannot be permitted 
any further than in the schools which it 
suRports by taxation. 

Penal laws for the obliteration of a lan-
guage have been passed' and cruelly. en-
forced in Ireland and Poland, but they 
can have no place upon the statute books 
in this country. The people of Milwaukee 
gave their views upon the subject very de-
cisively; and similar views, it is quite safe 
to say, are entertained by a majority of 
the voters of every populous community 
in the United States, where English is not 
exclusively spoken.—The Swn. 

Remarkable Language. 

THE Rev. Dr. Parkhurst used this very 
remarkable language in the course of a 
sermon last Sunday at the Madison Square 
Presbyterian Church:— 

It is as much a Christian's duty to love his coun-
try as his God. To an American the Stars and 
Stripes ought to be as much of his actual religion as 
the Sermon on the Mount. It is as much the duty 
of a New York Christian to go to the polls on elec-
tion day as for him to go to the Lord's table on 
communion day. 

The command. of Jesus is to love God 
with the whole heart, and your neighbor 
as .yourself. Therefore, love for mankind 
as brethren is' a Christian sentiment. But 
patriotism is a restriction of that senti- 
ment to a man's own country. 	• 

Great as are the " Stars and Stripes," and 
glorious beyond measure, is a Christian 
preacher justified in calling them as much 
a part of religion as the Sermon on the 
Mount, in which is contained the very 
kernel and epitome of Christianity ? They 
are for time; Mt does not Dr. Parkhurst 
believe that the words of Jesus. are for 
eternity, for the endless ages, when the 
symbols of earthly power shall have passed 
into nothingness ? 

The duty of a Christian to go to the 
polls is a great and a high duty: He 
shares it with the Jew and the pagan; but 
were not the Madison Square Presbyterians 
a:little startled to hear Dr. Parkhurst put-
ting it on the same religious plane with 
the duty- of partaking of -the sacrament as 
distinctive of Christianity ? 

Such language is very extraordinary. 
But Dr. Parkhurst, it must be remem-
bered, is a Presbyterian of the agnostic 
variety.—The Sun. 
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PACIFIC PRESS MUSSING CO., 
Or 43 Bond St., New York. 	 Oakland, M. 

ROMANISM AND CIVIL LIBERTY 
BY HON. WILLIAM JACKSON ARMSTRONG. 

The above is the title of a recent issue 

of the Sentinel Library which con-

tains a verbatim report of a powerful 

lecture delivered by this well-known 

speaker, in Oakland, California. Price, 
4 cents. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

THE WEST SHORE RAILROAD 
is one of the most popular routes for business and 
pleasure travel, leading to and from New York 
Cityas well as being the most substantially built 
andelegantly equipped double-track line, travers-
ing, as it does, the west shore of the historic and 
world-famed Hudson River, and passing through 
the beautiful Mohawk Valley. 

By this route three express trains are run daily 
in each direction, between New York, Albany, 
Utica, Syracuse, Rochester, Buffalo, Niagara Falls, 
Toronto, Detroit, Chicago, St. Louis, and the 
West. 

The West Shore, in connection with the Fitch-
burg Railroad, is lso the shortest line between 
Boston and Chicago. 

Palace sleeping-cars are attached to these trains, 
and rod through without change between the 
points lamed. 

Buftot smoking-cars, with revolving chairs, are 
a special feature of the splendid service on the 
West Shore. 

Tickets via West Shore can be purchased at 
ticket-offices of all connecting lines, and they are 
sold, and baggage checked through to destination 
from all stations of the West Shore Railroad. 

For further information regarding West Shore 
Railroad address 
H. B. JACIOE, 	O. E. LAMBERT, 

Gen. East'n Pass. Agt., Gen. Pass. Agt., 
363 BROADWAY, 	5 VANDERBILT AVE., 

NEW YORE. 	 NEW YORE 
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THE German Emperor makes " Sunday 
rest-" the phase of the industrial quiestion,' 
which claims " the foremost attention." 
It will not be long before the Sunday-law 
question becomes not only a national but 
an international one. 

THE Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union takes to itself much credit for se-
curing the Illinois Compulsory Education 
law. They are entitled to all the credit 
that attaches to such a' statute. The law 
is entirely worthy of its source 

THE Christian "Union says that " Few 
intelligent Christians believe that the 
earthly body has any resurrection." Such 
" intelligence " as that is the most serious 
kind of ignorance. Such wisdom as that 
is of that kind which by wisdom knows 
riot God, at the last. The earthly body 
of Jesus Christ had a resurrection, and so 
must every one have who will ever be 
where he is. 

A CONTRIBUTOR to •the Western Wave, 
of South Dakota, states that in some of 
the public schools in Grant County in 
that State "the Roman Catholic catechism 
is being taught." Those who know of 
it ought to have it stopped. The Roman 
Catholics of South Dakota have no more 
right to use their catechism in the public 
school, than the Protestants of Wiscon-
sin have to use the King James version of 
the Bible in the public school. 

• -4. 

IN defense of the Bennett law, Governor 
Hoard cites the fact that some persons 
who could not understand English had 
been seduced into signing what they sup-
posed were contracts to sell patent rights 
or something of that sort, while in fact 
they had signed promissory notes for large 
amounts of money, or perhaps mortgages 
on their farms. Well, we have known 
that to be done all over the land, to peo-
ple who could not understand any lan-
guage but English. If the Governor's 
argument means anything, it means, that 
people who can speak, read, and write 
English are thereby made safe from being 
deceived or swindled. That is giving 
rather more virtue to the English lan-
guage than it had ever yet been known 
to display. But perhaps the idea is in- 

tended to be conveyed that the Bennett,law 
gives to the English language this virtue. 
If so-.then the argument has at least one 

- merit, it is.the only real point that has yet_ 
been made in favor of that law. 

THE Hon. J. M. Palmer, late .United 
States minister to Spain, adopted in Spain, 
and ,brought honie with him, a Spanish 
boy.. As the Spanish nurse who had en-
gaged to come was hindered at the last 
moment, Mr. Palmer waited in this city 
until another could come from Spain; 
because, he says, he desires that conversa-
tion with the child shall be Wholly in 
Spanish, and that his instruction shall be 
in that language also. It is a good thing 
that Mr. Palmer lives in Michigan, instead 
of Wisconsin or Illinois. Otherwise, he 
might soon find himself undergoing_ pros-
ecution for not giving the child instruction 
in English, and for. not causing the child 
to forget the_Spanish language as soon as 
possible. 

SUNDAY evening, May 11, Rev. Theo. 
Clifton, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, deliv- 
ered a lecture on " What Protestants May 
Learn from Catholics," in which he said:— 

They [the Catholics] must give to support their 
work. They dare not do otherwise for fear the 
priest will send them to hell. When I have gone to 
a millionaire to get a few hundred dollars for the 
support of our cause, and have been refused, I have 
sometimes wished for the power of the priest to say 
to him, " Give me a hundred thousand dollars or 
here you go." 

That is just about the size of it. That 
is a very fair illustration of what Protest-
ant preachers learn from Roman Catholic 
priests, and of how they learn it. The 
trouble is, they are learning too much 
from this source. Woe to the people 
when these men get the power to practice 
what they are learning. Mr. Clifton is a 
Congregationalist. 
	.-+ • 	 

THE Canadian Supreme Court has just 
decided that -in the works of Victor Hugo 
there is nothing immoral, even though 
they may be condemned by the Roman 
Catholic Church. The case grew out of 
the refusal of certain Catholic booksellers 
of Montreal to fulfill a contract which 
they had made to supply a customer with 
Hugo's works, on the ground that as 
Catholics they could not sell works con-
demned by the church. The court very 
properly held that the Congregation of the 
Index, or any other congregation, could 
not make laws annulling the legal con-
tracts between its own members and 
outside parties. The Catholic Review 
of this city complains that this is sim-
ply 

 
a Protestant decision and that it 

places the booksellers in a dilemma: they 
must " commit a grievous sin by dealing 
in prohibited books, or they lose heavily 
by breaking their contract." This, the 
Review thinks, "only illustrates a plain 
but 'much-obscured fact, that Church 
and State cannot ignore each other, even  

if they would." It is evident that the ed-
itor of the Catholic Review would like to 
see " the Church " clothed with power to 
revoke 'civil contracts just as she used to 
do in the palmy days of the Inquisition. 
The bookseller was not obliged to make 
that contract; but having voluntarily en-
tered into such a contract it was only jus-
tice that he should fulfill it. Let Roman 
Catholics make no such contracts, and 
they will have no such difficulties. No 
decree of any church can impair the obli-
gation of contracts. 
	- 	 

MANITOBA has adopted a law by which 
it is proposed that from the first day of 
May and forward, the schools shall be 
public schools, and so conducted as to be 
without offense to Catholic or Protestant; 
in short, unsectarian. Accordingly in-
structions were given as follows :— 

On the first of 1VIay the Catholic school board will 
cease to' exist and the Protestant school board will 
become the public school board of the city. The 
members of the Protestant school board will con-
tinue in the office of public school trustees for the 
remainder of their respective terms. After the 
first of May all moneys due to the Catholic school 
board on the levy of 1890 will belong and be pay-
able to the public school board. 

This is to say, that the public schools of 
Manitoba shall henceforth be Protestant 
public schools, and that they shall be mi-
sectarian Protestant schools. This is the 
same kind of public schools that those 
people in this country want, who are 
clamoring for the teaching of religion in 
the public schools. 
	• 

So.:Am time ago we mentioned the pam-
phlet "Bible Principles and the Union of 
Church and State," issued by the London 
branch of the Pacific Press. We had then 
received only a sample copy. We are 
glad to announce that we have the pam-
phlet now' in stock and can fill orders 
promptly. Aside from the Bible princi-
ples, which are universal, there is much 
in this pamphlet that is of interest to the 
people of the United States in its excellent 
showing of some of the workings of 
Church and State when legally, or rather 
illegally, joined. In the presence of the 
workings of the National Reform Associ- 
ation and its allies this book makes good 
reading for Americans. We shall present 
extracts from time to time in THE SENTI- 
NEL; but everybody should have the-pam-
phlet. Send in your orders. Price, forty 
cents. 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 

DEVOTED TO 

The defense of American Institutions, the preservation of the 
United States Constitution as it is, so far as regards 

religion or religious tests, and the mainte- 
nance of human rights, both civil 

and religious. 

IT will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 
toward a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact. 

Single Copy, Per Year, post-paid, $1.00 
In clubs of ten or more copies, per year, each, . . 75c. 
To foreign countries-, single subscription, post-paid. . 5s. 

Address, 	AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
43 Bond Street, New York. 
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