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T;IE sta,tements in regard to compulsory
education ‘in the leader in last week’s
SENTINEL are not to be taken in an abso-
lute sense; but as in intent agreeing per-
fectly with the propositions in the article

“reprinted from Judge Prendergast in the
same paper. Taking, however,; the phases
of compulsory education which we had
directly in mind we mean all that we said,
that it is totally unwarranted and oxly
evil,. We shall print another article
shortly, giving the facts which show this
to be so. 'We merely make this note now
to prevent any misunderstanding of the
phrases in' the article named.

-t
-

- A MARKED feature of the debate, in the
Senate, -on the bill ‘‘ subjecting imported
liquors to the provisions of the laws of
theiseveral states,” which was introduced
to do away with the result of the ‘‘orig-
inal' package” decision of the Supreme
court, has been an almost universal con-
sideration of the question from & *‘moral”
point of view. ‘¢ Regulation of morals”
and ‘‘protection of morals,” by the
police power of the State, have been
phrases in constant use throughout the
discussion. If. the highest deliberative
body in the Nation fails to distinguish
between gin and crime, immorality and
1nc1v1l1ty, and in its debates Presupposes
the .right- of the State to ‘‘regulate mor-

7 by police power, how. far are those
Who are striving to bring about the gen-
eral governmental supervigion of morals
from the accomphshment of their pur-
pose?

The moral ques‘mon as  to Whether a
man shall injure his own health, blunt

his moral sensibilities and come short of
eternal life, through the use of intoxicants,
or.any other agent, is an entirely different
question from the civil issue as to whether
another man may manufacture and expose
for sale that destructive agent.

The manufacturer and seller of intoxi-
cating liquors must answer to God for the
sin of tempting his neighbor to his de-
struction, but for the crime against the
peace and welfare of the State he is an-
swerable to the police power of that State.

The manufacture, transportation, and
sale of intoxicating liquors, so far as the
authority of Congress or the police power
of the State is concerned, has nothing to
do with morals, but is solely a matter of
the jurisdiction of the municipal law.

-
>

What the Bennett Law Really lIs.

. WE have before stated that in his re-
view of the Compulsory Education laws
of Wisconsin and Illinois, Judge Prender-
gast was more tender of the Bennett Law
than there is any need to be, and we think
more than the law itself will justly allow.
His first remark in this direction is:—

I venture to say that the opposition to the so-
called Bennett Law of Wisconsin is directed against
what that law is believed to be, rather than against
what it is.

That is too bad if it is true; because
there is certainly enough in the law for
what it is to justify all the opposition to
it that there is, or has been. It is too bad
to spend legitimate effort under a misap-
prehension when there is such ample
ground for a right expenditure; we shall
therefore examine the matter again to clear
it of all misapprehension, and let the op-
position be concentrated upon the law
strictly for what itis.

Next the Judge says:—

. The Bennett Law, while open to some objections,
is yet replete with provisions recogmzmg and guard
‘ing parental rights,

‘We shall see how replete it is with such
provisions, when we shall have gone a
httle further along. /

The State Superintendent of Public In-

-struction, for Wisconsin, issued an official

circular, January 25, to explain to Boards
of Education, Boards of School Directors,
and School District Boards, the provisions
of the Bennett Law. In this circular the
Superintendent says:—

The following is a copy of that part of the law
which imposes specific duties upon school boards
and school officers:—

The people of the State of Wisconsin, represented in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as follows,—

SecrioN 1. Every parent or other person having under his
control a child between the ages of seven and fourteen years,
shall annually cause such child to attend some public or private
day school in the city, town, or district in which he resides, for
a period of not less than twelve weeks in each year, which
number of weeks shall be fixed prior to the first day of Sep-
tember in each year, by the Board of Education or Board of
Directors of the city, town, or district, and for & portion or
portions thereof, to be so fixed by such Boards, the attendance
shall be consecutive, and such Boards shall, at least ten days
prior to the beginning of such period, publish the time or times
of attendance, in such manner as such Boards shall direct;
provided that such Boards shall not fix such compulsory period
at more than twenty-four weeks in each year.

SecTIoN 2. For every neglect of such duty the person having
such control and so offerding shall forfeit to the use of the
public schools of such city, town, or district, a sum not less
than three dollars ($3.00) nor more than twenty dollars ($20.00);
and failure for each week or portion of a week on the part of
any such person to comply with the provisions ef this act, shall
constitute a distinet offense; provided, that any such child shall
be excused from attendance at school required by this act, by

‘the Board of Education or School Directors of the city, town, or

district in which such child resides upon its being shown to their
satisfaction that the person so neglecting is not able to send
such child to school, or that instruction has otherwise been
given for a like period of time to such child in the elementary
branches commonly taught in the public schools, or that such
child has already acquired such elementary branches of learn-
ing, or that his physical or mental condition ig such as to render
attendance inexpedient or impracticable, and in all cases where
such child shall be so excused the penalty herein provided shall
not beincurred.

SEcTioN 3. Any person having control of & child who, with
intent, to evade the provisions of this act, shall make a wilful
false statement concerning the age of such child or the time
such child has attended school, shall, for such offense, forfeit a
sum of not less than three dollars ($3) nor more than twenty
dollars ($20) for the nge of the public schools of such city, town,
or district.

SecTioN 4. Five days prior to the beginning of any prosecu-
tion under this act such Board shall cause & written notice to
be personally served upon such person having control of any
such child, of his duty under this act, and of his default in fail-
ing to comply with the provisions hereof, and if, upon the hear-
ing of such prosecution, it shall appear to the satisfaction of
the court that before or after the receipt of such notice such
person has caused such child to attend a school as provided in
this act in good faith and with intent to continue such attend-
ance, then the penalty provided by this act shall not be incurred.

Secrion 5. No school shall be regarded as a school, under
this act, unless there shall be taught therein, as part of the
elementary education of children, reading, writing, arithmetic,
and United States history, in the English language. ’

SecTrION 6. Prosecutions under this act shall only be ingtituted
and carried on by the authority of such Boards and shall be
brought in the name of said Boards, and all fines and penalties,
when collected, shall be paid to the School Treasurer of such
city, town, or district, or other officer entitled to receive school
moneys, the same to be held and accounted for as other school
moneys received for school purposes.

SEcTION 7. Jurisdiction to enforce the penalties herein de-
scribed in this act is hereby conferred on justices of the peace
and police magistrates within their respective counties.” -
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On this Judge Prendergast says

With ‘all proper deference to the State Superm
tendent it must be said ‘that this circular 1mproperly
trues the Bennett: Law as conferring a right
School Boards to subject prlvate schools to
their: a.pproval or. disapproval a,nd as vestlng in
School Boards the right to determine the extent and
the* sub,]ecf, of “instruction to bé acqulred by chil-
dren att;endmg pnvate schools. )

Now: with, all’ proper deference to the
Judge'we inquire, which is right, he or
the:-State Superintendent ?

‘The - controlling .section of the whole
law, the one section that governs and
defines all the others, so faras any school
is. concerned, is section 5. That distinctly
declares that ‘“‘no school shall be regarded
as a school under this act, unless there
shall be taught therein, as part of the
elementary education of children, reading,
writing, arithmetic, and United States
history, in the English language.” This
is the only thing that constitutes a school
under this act. Wherever the word
“gchool” is used in the act therefore,
whether it be called public or private, it
means.only such a school as is there de-
scribed, and that is the only kind of a
thing. that will count. Althcuigh it be a
private school; it counts for nothing under
this act, unless there shall be taught
therein what is named in this section and
i -the - English language as the .section
says.

Now Section 1 says “Every parent or
other person having under his control a
child between the ages of seven and four-
teen years, shall annually cause such
child to attend some public or private day
school, for a period of not less than twelve
weeks in each year.” That is to say that

- every person-having control of a child be- -

tween: the ages of seven and fourteen years
shall cause that child to attend, not less
than twelve- weeks in each year, such a
school as is defined in section 5.
might send the child every day in the

year to a school in which the branches |

named were not taught in the English lan-
guage, yet in the purview of this act he
has not sent the child to school atall;-and
it will not count any more than 1f the
" child had not seen a’'school. So far then
as private schools are contemplated in the
Bennett Law, it annihilates them unless
they - conform to section 5. And if they
do conform to section 5, they are virtu-
ally annihilated anyhow bec‘ailse then they
are under State control and so becomse
State schools instead of private schools.

So far then every child must attend
such a school as is defined in section 5,
at least twelve weeks in each year.
who is to fix the time? Who'is to say
what particular twelve weeks. of .the yoar
they shall be? Section 1 continues, say-
ing: “Which number of weeks shall be
fiwed by the Board of Education or Board
of ‘Directors of the city, town, or district;
and for a portion or portions thereof, fo be
so. fixed by such Boards, the ~attendance
shall be consecutive; prov1ded that such

He

Now :

Boards shall not fix such ' -compulsory

period at more than twenty-four weeks of
' If that does not subject-
private schools to Boards of Education
and Board of Directors, anywhere from

each year.”

twelve to twenty-four weeks in each year
just as they shall see fit, then it would:be

'1mposs1ble to frame a statute. that Would

do 8o/

‘Now does the Bennett Law subject pri-
vate-schools ““to the approval or disap-
proval” of School Boards? Section 2, pro-
vides that ‘“‘from attendanee at school

required by this act,” that is from attend-

ance at such a school as is defined by
section 5, any child shall be excused *‘ by

the Board of Education orSchool Directors,

upon its being shown, fo their satisfaction,
that instruction has otherwise been given
for a like period of time to such child in
the elementary branches commonly taught
in the public schools, or that such child
has already acquired such elementary
branches of learning.” By this the
power is conferred upon the School
Boards to pass upon the system of in-
struction employed in any private school.
It must be shown fo their satisfaction that
the children who do not attend the public
school, have received in another place such
instruction as is required by the public-
school curriculum. This must be shown
to the satisfaction of the Boards; and the
Boards themselves are the ones who are
to decide whether the presentment is sat-
isfactory or not. Therefore, if the Ben-
nett Law does not subject private schools
to the approval or.disapproval of School
Boards, and vest in those Boards the
power to determine the extent and the
subject of instruetion to be acquired by
children attending private schools, then it
would be impossible to-do so without spe-
cifically stating it in so many words.

Accordingly the State Supermtendent
said :—

Parents, guardians, and others  who may elect
other means than the public school of the district
in which they reside for the education of children
under their charge or control, when summoned by
the School Board of their district, must show suf-
ficient reasons for non-attendance of their clnldren
upon the public school.

But of this 1nstruct10n Judge Prender-
gast says:—

This is the meaning and effect of the injudicious
Tlinois Statute, but it is certainly not the meaning
or effect of the Bennett Law.

- Nevertheless it is clear that the State
Supermtendent states the matter rightly.
By the law, if a child is not in the public
school, the parent or gusardian must an-
swer for it under penalty of from three to
twenty dollars. If the parent or guardian
says that the . child goes to & private

school, then he must show to the satisfac-

tion of the School Board that the child re-
ceives there such instruction as is required
by the public school course. If the child is
in neither a public nor a private school,
then also it must be shown to the satisfac-
tion of the School Board, that he has re-

ceived or is receiving elsewhere the in-
struction required by the law and in the
English 1anguage as the law requires. . It
is.certain therefore that the State Suaper-

intendent has interpreted the law accord’

ing to its.évident intent. ,

Again the Superintendent said:—

In extent the instruction must not be 1ess than
that prescnbed by the rule adopted by ‘the Board.
In subjects the instruction must include - readmg,
writing, arlthmetlc, and United States history.in the
English language as provided in the ﬁfth Section
of the act in question.

And upon this, Judge Prendergast re-
marks —

The act nowhere confers upon School Boards au-
thority to prescribe the extent of instruction that
children must receive in private schools.

There is a technical turn, by which
alone this statement can be true. It is
true that the act nowhere confers upon
School Boards authority to prescribe the
greatest extent of instruction that children
must receive in private schools. But it is
certainly true that it does' comfer upon
School Boards authority to prescribe the
least extent to which instruction can be
given there. The act distinctly says that
the number of weeks of compulsory at-

tendance shall be fixed by the School

Boards; and the period shall not be less
than twelve, nor more than twenty-four
weeks in’each year. But when this period
has been fulfilled, the other private school
may go on all the other weeks of the year,
and the School Board has nothing to say
about it. Ifthe School Board in the present
year shall fix the period-at sixteen weeks:
in which instruction shall be given ac-
cording to the terms of the law, the in-
struction must ot be less than this in ex-
tent. That is what the Superintendent
said and that is what the law says. And
the technicality that saves the Judge’s
criticism from being false is hardly worth
the trouble of using.

If now we have removed any misappre-
hensions as to what the Bennett Law is;
if we have dispelled any misbelief of what
it i8, ‘and have assisted in any way in
making plain what it really is, so that
the opposition may be concentrated upon
it and- dlrected deﬁmtely against it for ex-
actly what it is, we are satisfied with this
effort. The Bennett Law and the Illinois
Law are both distinet and positive inva-
sions of the rights of the parent and the
rights of the people. ‘We hope they both
may be annihilated as- they propose te
annihilate the private school. A, T. J.

-

A DENVER paper says: “‘The advocates
of Sunday legislation are finding fault
with Deénver Sunday recreations, and will
endeavor to close Elitch’s Zoo, stop the
Berkeley motors, -and shut off the City
Park concerts. The last-named is not so -
much an eye-sore, however, as the con-
certs do nct ocour until4 p. M. The sky
is ruddy, however, with an effort to force
people to either remain at home on Sun-
day or go to church.”
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The. So—Called National Reform Move~
ment.

. Tag National  Reform movement is
defined by David Mc Allister, D. D.,
LL..D., Treasurer of the National Reform
Assoclatlon and author of the “Manual of
Christian Civil Government,” as ‘‘ organ-
ized -opposition to the encroachments of
the secular theory of civil government.”
¢ The secular theory,” he says, ‘s
-summed up in the statement that ¢ civil
‘ government has nothing to with religion
but to let it alone!” This definition of
the secular theory we accept; but the
Doctor’s définition of National Reform is
defective for the. reason that it gives the
ilmpressmn that the movement is wholly
defens1ve, whereas it is decidedly aggros-
sive,. as will appear presently.
. In. his ¢ Manual of Christian Civil Gov-
,Governmenb,” Dr. Mc Allister says:—
~ Ffom thie first the work of the Association has
Been : both. conservative and reformatory. It has
neven fajled to stand in the breach when any of the
Chmst1an institutions of our Government such as
Sa,bbath laws, or the Bible and unsectarian religious
ingtruction in our dommon schools, were assailed
and needed sturdy defense. At the same time it
used ‘its utrnost efforts to reform every abuse and
wropg in our public life, and go to the root of the
matter by such a radical reformation as would put

the Natlon in avowed allegiance to Christ as King
of klngs. a,nd ‘practical obedience to his law.

Thls showg, as  before rema,rked that

Natlonal Reform is not simply “‘organ-
\1zed opposition to the encroachments of
secularlsm,” but that it is an organized de-
mand for the enactment of laws directly i in
the. 1nterests of rehglon and religious in-
‘stitutions. . This is well illustrated in the
case. of the Sunday ‘We have no national
Sunday laws, and never had such alaw,
therefore, as a national Association the
National Reformers have not stood ¢
the breach” when our ‘“ Sabbath laws »
ha,ve been assailed. Their standing in
the breach has been by making demands
for the passage of a national law for Sun-
da,y .observance and by efforts to secure
more stringent State laws. ~And not only
so. but they demand a radical and far-
reachmg change in our fundamental law.
Just* what this change is will appear from
‘a consideration of the proposed amend-
ment to the preamble to the Federal Con-
st1tu,tlon They demand that this pream-
ble shall be amended to read as follows:—
_ We, the people of the United States [recogmzmg
the being and attributes of Almlghty God, the di-
vine ‘authority of the. holy Scriptures, the law of
God as the paramount rule, and Jesus, the Messiah,.
the Saviour and Lord of all], in order to form a
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domes-
tic tranquillity, provide for the common defense,
promete the general welfire, and secure the bless-
ings of liberty to ourselves and to our posterity,
do ordain and establish this Constitution for the
United: States ‘of America.

The pa.rt inclosed in brackets constltutes
the proposed amendment, and is certainly
much more than ‘‘opposition to the en-
croachments of secularism; ’_’ it is in fact
a direct -assault, not only upon secularism

as at present embodied in our laws, but
upon the rights enjoyed by non-Christians
under the Constitution as it is.

Nor must it be supposed that this would
be simply a triumph of a theory over a
theory, and that the adoption of this
amendment would be barren of practical
results. So far would it be from this that
it would subordinate every statute, yea ev-
ery constitutional provision to that which
the courts should hold to be the law of
God. We say that which the courts
should hold to be the law of God, because
the guestion of what constitutes that law
would have to be passed upon by the
courts. And not only so, but they would
also be called upon to sit as judges of that
law, interpreting it just as they now inter-
pret and construe acts of Congress.

The courts might decide that the ten
commandments constitute the law of God,
or they might hold. that by the law of
God as used in the amended preamble was
meant the whole revealed will of the di-
vine Being. But be that as it might, they
would be compelled to take cognizance of
everything coming within the scope' of
that law, and thus become judges not
alone of words and acts, but of thoughts
as well, for that law takes cognizance of
the most secret emotions of the soul; it
is declared to be ‘‘a discerner of the
thoughts  and intents of the heart.”
Heb. 4:12. In harmony with this dec-
laration of the apostle, we find the
Saviour declaring that hatred is murder
(Matt. 5:20, 21), and that lust is adultery.
Verses 27, 28. It follows that to admin-
ister the divine law men must in some
way get at the thoughts of the heart, and
that could be done only by extorting con-
fession by torture, just as confession was
wrung from the victims of the Inquisition
in the Dark Ages.

It may be supposed by some that this ig
taking an extreme view of the National
Reform position and of its logical results
for the purpose of presenting the move-
ment in as unfavorable a light as possﬂole,
but it is nothing of the kind. It is just
what they say about it themselves. In
an article in the Christzan Statesman of
April 17, a prominent National Reformer
says —

The whole moral law as summed up in the ten
commandments, and the whole moral Mosaic penal
code, would be the rule of action in Congress, in
State Legislatures, and in courts of justice.

~ And again:—

Not the ever-changing will of the people, but the
unchangeable law of the Most High would be of su-
preme authority.

The effect of this would be to change
this Gtovernment from a government of
the people and by the people to a theoc-
racy, not indeed a true theocracy as was
the theocracy of Israel, but to a counter-
feit of that theocracy in which men would
rule in the name of God, but without his
sanction and without'divine guidance. It
would be a goverhment in which men
would sit in the temple of God showing

themselves to be God, that is assuming
the powers which belong alone to God,
thus opposing and exalting themselves
above God, as does the man of sin de-
scribed by the apostle in Second Thessa-~
lonians.

In saying this we do not charge the
National Reformers with the intention to
follow the example of the Papacy, nor with
any purpose to oppose themselves to-the
truth of God by usurping his prerogatives;
far from it; but we do charge that their
zeal for God and for his law is not accord-
ing to knowledge. Their purpose is to
honor God by requiring all to acknowledge
him as the rightful ruler of this Nation
and of all nations; but the effect of their
proposed amendment would be to put the
Government in the place of God, to sub-
stitute for the divine law human interpre-
tation of that law, and so to destroy al-
legiance to God. "

This would be most disastrous to the
very best elements of manhood, and de-
structive of conscientious obedience to
God. Under such a. Government men
would look not to God and to his law to
know their duty but to the law of the land.
They would naturally ask, not, what does
God require ? but, what does the State re-
quire? And instead of seeking to please
(God, they would seek to please the State;
and with that done, no matter how super-
ficial the service, they would be content.

C. P. B,

-
>

Is Protestantism Powerless?

AN old saw says, ‘‘ You cannot eat your
cake and keep it, too.” In like manner it
may be said you cannot keep the public
schools intact and devote them to the fur-
therance of religious instruction. Why?
—For several reasons. In the first place,
there can be no religious instrietion with-
out giving that which by some religionists
will be considered sectarian. For exam-
ple, when it is insisted that the Bible
should be read in the public schools, what
is meant is that a specific translation and
none other must be used.  That transla-
tion is the King James version. It isob-
jected to by Roman Catholics that it is a -
distinctively Protestant version; that cer-
tain renderings are wrongly made; and it
is objected that the Bible should be ex-
plained by competent teachers, for which
work the public school teacher is not qual-
ified. Therefore, say the Roman Catho-
lics, such instruction is sectarian. Is it,
or is it not? Suppose the circumstances
were reversed, and the Catholics forming
the majority were to insist on reading the
Douay version in the schools  with ‘‘do
penance ” translated for ‘ repent”—would
not Protestants obJect and with good Tea-
son ? ‘

But if it be ingisted that this- ng
James version shall be read and taught
as ‘“‘an educative force,” is it not clear the
way i3 opened up to the Roman Catholies
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not only to withdraw from the public
schools, but to insist that a share of the
school tax shall be allotted to their parish
schools? A version of the Bible held to
by. certain sects and repudiated by other
sects is to that extent sectarian. How is
it possible, then, to keep the schools free
from sectarianism, and yet introduce a
sectarian version of the Bible. in the
schools ? '

Furthermore, is Protestantism so weak
that it must depend upon five or ten min-
utes of Bible instruction, ty teachers of
the public schools, many of vhom are un-
qualified for the work of instruction, in
order to religiously educate their children ?

Are the home, the Church with its prayer-.

meetings, its Sunday-school and other
agencies wholly inadequate to the work of
religiously educating the youth, so that if
the King James version of the Old Testa-
ment is not read the omission would be
““deplorable and suicidal”? Possibly
Protestantism is as weak and powerless
ag such a condition of affairs would indi-
cate. But we very greatly doubt it.—
Christion at Work.

.
>

Sunday Laws Again

‘WE are glad to be in harmony with
others whenever it is possible, and we
find we are in harmony with Brother
McCreery -in several particulars, We
agree - with him that no Sabbath laws
should be passed for the enforcement of
the Sabbath as a religious ordinance, and
we also fully agree with him that work-
ingmen and all others should be pro-
tected in the observance of the Sabbath;
and we further agree with him fully that
the ‘‘Sabbath was made for man,” to be a
blessing spiritually and temporally, and we
are sture that if all would observe the Sab-
bath day they would be in better health,
live longer and be far happier. - So far we
are agreed. Wherein then iy the Sunday-
rest Bill wrong? We answer that the ob-
ject of the bill is to enforce the observance
of a religious ordinance. Article 2, of
the constitution of the American Sabbath
Union, contains the following: ‘‘ The ba-
sis.of this Union is the divine authority
and perpetual obligation of the Sabbath.”
In the writings and speeches of many of
its strong supporters the claim is boldly
put forth that God is visiting our Nation
in judgments, because of a failure to rec-
ognize him in the Constitution, and
Christ as the ruler of the Nation, by
appropriate legislation. The Johnstown
flood, -the Louisville cyclone, and the fire
by which Secretary Tracy was bereaved,
are cited as acts of Glod, by which his
wrath is shown toward the United States
because, as a Nation, we refuse to keep
Sunday.

These are the persons who are clamor-
inig for the passage of the Blair Sunday-
rost Bill, and all this talk about the move-
ment being for the purpose of ‘¢ protect-

ing ” the workingman is a sugar coating
over the real pill which is being prepared
for the people to swallow.

The terms of ‘the bill show that the ob-
ject is not. ‘ protection,” but compulsion:
‘“ Any person laboring - on Sunday shall
be fined not less than $10 or more than
$1.000,” more than a year’s wages for-
feited for daring to labor. ‘ Any person
receiving pay for laboring on Sunday
may have it taken from him by whoever
shall first-sue for the same.” It does
seem strange that any one should argue
that those terms only mean to “protect ”
those who wish to be religious and to
observe Sunday. }

Taking it for granted as assumed, that
all that is intended is ¢‘ protection,” let us
try the same argument in another way.
‘We are agreed that the daytime is for
labor and 'that the night is for sleep.
Men would be healthier and in many ways
benefited by following this rule and many
men are now laboring in the night time,
to their detriment. We, therefore, feel
a great interest in ‘‘protecting” them
and proceed to pass a law that if Brother
Mc Creery is found at his study or work-
bench after 9 o’clock in the evening ‘‘ he
shall be fined not more than $1,000” and
if he receives pay for the same, I may re-
cover it from him and use his night wages
for myself. Would you call that protec-
tion ? ‘ Co o

A majority-of the people conclude that
men would live longer, have better health
and be happier if they regularly used soup.
It is a Qod-given right which all have to
use soup. It may be that this idea is tra-
ditional and. has been handed down to us
from a soup country, and it may also be
true that with these who praise and laud
soup so very highly it is used as a relig-
ious rite, but that is neither here nor there.
““Soup is good for man,” and the working-
man must be protected in this, his God-

given right to eat soup. The working-

men may appear by their represertatives
and say, ‘‘ Leave that soup business alone;
we will get our rights without your aid.”
In our extreme anxiety for ¢ protection ”
we formulate our law and when it is com-
pleted, it provides that Brother Mc Creery,
with others, must regularly and at stated
intervals take his soup, and he must take
it at the same time those who-use it as a
religious rite take theirs, and a failure to
do so makes him liable to a fine of not
over $1,000, all because soup is good for
man, and man must be ““ protected ” in his
right to eat soup. Brother Mec Creery
may have conscientious scruples about
eating his soup on the stated day and may
have eaten his the day before. That
makes no difference; the law must be en-
forced or at. least can be enforced, and it
may be that the ‘‘less enlightened ” States
may enforce the law to-the detriment of
his particular stomach, but the.more ‘“en-
lightened States” might be *‘tolerant” and
not wish to disturb our worthy brother.

How is that for ‘“ protection” ? yet it is
just the same as this Sunday protectien.

The statement that the States which are
the least advanced are the ones where
Seventh-day observers are persecuted, and
the more enlightened States are tolerant, is
the best argument against any such law,
The more enlightened States see the ab-
surdity of such a law and will not enforce
i, while the States that are behind make the
lot of one class hard, because they can do
so with a bad law. The fault is with the
law and not with the people.—J. D. Pegy,
i Fort Collins, Colorado, Courier.

-

The History of the Bennett Law.

THE history and the provisions of the
Mlinois and Wisconsin Statutes and the
steps officially taken in both States to con-
strue and enforce them will show that
those who have positive convictions as to
the place of the parent in the domain of
education had just ground of apprehension
if not of complaint; while, on the other
hand, those who entertain positive or even
advanced views on the relation of the
State to education will, on learning what
is really opposed, find much in the Illinois
Statute and something in the Bennett Law
that may be omitted or amended without
impairing the just rights of society or the
State, and without at all interfering with
the development of the elements most to
be desired in a system of universal edu-
cation.

Like individuals and all things within
the State, both kinds of schools are ame-
nable to the powers of the State to an ex-
tent measured by the mnecessities of the
common welfare, but the public schools,
being the creation of the State, bear a re-
lation to the State control not shared in
by the private schools, which are the cre-
ation of voluntary individual action.

For some years it was observed in the
city of Chicago that a considerable num-
ber of children of school age were loiter-
ing on the streets and in public places,
with evident injury to their moral and
physical well-being. Other children, in
much greater numbers, were put to labor
in shops, factories, and stores at an imma-
ture age, and it was considered that such
practices were injurious, not only to the
children, but to society. As to the chil-
dren that wandered upon the streets, it
was felt that in some cases blame attached
to parents; in other cases that the chil-
dren were beyond the control of their
parents.

These conditions and the agitation aris-
ing from them among the people and
various organizations, in the press and in
the Board of Education, resulted in the
appointment of a committee by the Presi-
dent of the Board of Education to frame
acts to. be presented to the General As-
sembly of the State of Illinois, then in
session. Three bills were drawn and
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submitted to a public meeting of citizens
embracing all shades of opinion on the
subject of  education and religion; were
approved by that.meeting;: subsequently
approved by the Board of Bducation, and
the Board appointed a committee, other
than those that had framed the bills, to
take these prbposed laws to Sprlngﬁeld
and cause them to be introduced in the
Legislature. These three bills were in-
troduced in the House of Representatives
on March 7, 1889, and became known as
follows:— -

House Bill No. 531, a bill for an act regarding
truant children.
House Bill No. 547 a bill for an act prohibiting

" child labor,

~ House Bill: No. 557, a bill for an a.ct concerning
the education of children.

‘These three bills were referred to com-
m1ttees of the House and the first two of
‘them were not acted upon thereafter by
the  House, and so did not. become laws.
‘The third bill passed the House, I’ believe,
was sent. to the Senate, and in the Senate
‘there was “substituted for it a bill which
wasg commonly supposed to have been pre-

‘ pared by the State Superintendent of In-
structlon, a.nd which became a law., This

bill differs radieally in several respects.

* from the bill which was prepared and
generally approved in Chicago, and it is to
the objectionable features of this bill that
it would *seem, the whole controversy,

_both in Illinois and Wisconsin, is due.

The bill that passed the Illinois Legisla--

ture permits and even invites harsh, un-
" necessary, and illegal prosecutlon against
parentq It undertakes to vest in Beards
_of Education and Boards of Directors au-
thority and jurisdiction over private day
schools, and subjects these to the approval
of such Boards, without' which they can-
not,. accordn\lg to the act, exist. Several
proseeutions have taken place in the State
of Mlinois under this act, while not a sin-
gle -prosecution "has taken place in the
State of Wisconsin under the so- called
Bennett Law.

This brings us to consider what is the
Bennett Law, and what were the circum-
stances preceding, surrounding and suc-

" ceeding its enactment.

The ‘Wisconsin Leguslature was in ses-
sion during the winter of 1888-9.
was presented in that Legislature a bill
known as the Pond Bill. - The announced
object of ‘this Pond Bill was to secure
“statistics from all schools in the State of
‘Wisconsin, public, private, and denomina-
tional, touching several matters connected
with the schools. The provisions of this
bill were regarded as somewhat sweeping
and inquisitorial. -Agitation against the
bill was widespread throughout the State,
and it was defeated.

About:this time, Whether_because of the
defeat of the Pond Bill or not, I am not
advised, .copies of the three bills which
had been prepared in Ohloago presented
to the Illinois Legislature and defeated,

“were run together and introduced as onc

There.

bill in the Legislature of Wisconsin by
Mr. Bennett, and it was announced, and
repeated over and over again, and became
generally accepted as true throughout the
State of Wisconsin that the Bennett Bill,
which in fact consisted of three bills on
three very different; though related, sub-
jects, was a copy of the Compulsory School
Law, enacted in Illinois, and hence it came
to pass that unjust prosecutions under the
Illinois law were regarded as liable to be
duplicated at any time in the State of
‘Wisconsin.

Those who were alarmed and exasper-
ated by these Illinois prosecutors, all of
them not being conversant with the rules
of construction of statutes, and in many
cases without having carefully studied
the Bennett Law itself, grew to have an
antipathy toward it because of what they
supposed it to be. . The blunder, to use no
stronger term, of passing in Illinois a
crude and defective law was followed in
Wisconsin by the blunder of merging
three separate bills, ‘each containing ma-
chinery for its own enforcement by pains
and penalties, and passing the whole as
one bill, which seemed, as was said in one
of the protests made against it, ¢‘ to bristle
with penalties.”

The opposition to the Bennett Law was
the result principally of the belief that it
was the same as the Illinois law, which
law permitted and authorized harassing
and illegal interference, on the part of
School Boards, with parental rights. And
so the controversy grew, on ore side per-
sons believing that their parental and
even religious rights were being unjustly
interfered with, and on the other hand,
persons believing that the opposition to
the Bennett Law was opposition to popu-
lar education, opposition to the public
school law, and opposition to the develop-
ment of a high standard of citizenship.—
Judge Prendergast, Chicago. -

-
-

A Sunday Convention .in California.

A pistricr Sabbath Observance Con-
vention was held at San Jose, California,
May 20 and 21, under the auspices of the
California Sabbath Union and the Wo-
man’s Christian Temperance Union. .It
will be understood that the word Sabbath
here refers to Sunday. From the pub-
lished call for the Convention, we extract

“the following :—

The great importance of the divine institution,
the steady growth of opposition to it as a sacred
day of rest, the alarming prevalence of Sabbath
desecration, and the danger that a continental Sun-
day may displace our true American Sabbath, all
call for combined wisdom and united effort to
promote Sabbath sanctification and to secure a
righteous civil law in our State that will tend to
prevent the contemptuous disregard of our precious
rest-day.

. Among the arguments brought to bear
on the subject was the claim of Rev. T.
B. Stewart, of San Francisco, that the
murder of President Lincoln was a judg-

ment of God on the Nation because the
people of the North spent Sunday in re-
joicing, with drums and eannon, over the
surrender of Lee to Grant.

Mrs. Bateham, of Ohio, was quite hope-
ful of the future. ¢This question,” she
said, ‘‘is being agitated all around the
world.” She said:—

‘We have in America tried the Puritan Sabbath,
and we ought to know what its influence has been.
Foreign nations have envied us this holy observ-
ance. All the nations of Europe are tending to-
wards a.more perfect keeping of the Lord’s day.
There has been a Sabbath Observance Congress in
France, and we may soon expect a Sabbath law in
this State. This is very encouraging, for France is
one of the three spots in the civilized world that
has no Sunday law. The District of Columbia is
the second, and California, as you all know, is the
third. ‘We have passed the midnight hour
on this question, and now the dawn is coming.

Even the railroads have been influenced,
a.nd the Sunday freight traffic has diminished by
one-half. I have found a much stronger
feeling in favor of this law in California than I
expected, and I am greatly encouraged by such a
Convention as this.

In the course of a subsequent address,
Mrs. Bateham said:—

There are people who ask for what they call a
free Sunday. They should remember that liberty
to play means liberty to work, and liberty to work
means the liability to be compelled to work by
those who are restless in their greed for wealth.

In this the speaker completely upset the
plea for a ““civil SBabbath,” with which the
people of California are being regaled.
That theory would give men a free Sun-
day; in fact, freedom of the overworked
laborers is professedly the great object
sought. But according to Mrs. Bateham,
they must not have freedom  to play.
‘What then must they have freedom to do?
Let her own words tell —

‘We wish to secure this day safe from all work,
in order that men may spend it with their families
and have time to attend the house of worship and
to study.

Those people who are credulous enough
to accept the plausible civil Sabbath ad-
vances in favor of a State Sunday law
may as well open their eyes first as last to
the fact that mo such thing is contem-
plated by the chief movers in this plot.
The whole tenure of the sentiment ex-
pressed by members of the Convention
was to the point of a sacred, religious ob-
servance of the day. Mrs. Bateham is an
acknowledged mouth-piece of the Sunday-
law element, and her denunciations of a
free Sunday are applauded by the Califor-
nia Sunday-law Union. Quite a number
of honest people have been thus far duped
with the idea of ‘‘ merely a civil Sabbath ;”
but when this movement shall have cul—
minated in law, they will find that a re-
ligious day underlies their expected day
of recreation. They must not have lib-
erty to play.

Dr. Hirst, President of the Unlvers1ty
of the Pacific, delivered an address on the
subject, ‘“Shall We Have a Continental
Sunday, or the Christian Sabbath?” He,
too, dwelt emphatically on the sacredness
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of the day, and the dangers of making it

a holiday. His emphatic declaration was:-
“Take- religion out of the Sabbath, and it-

becomes only a foot-ball.” He said :—
Tt is deserving of notice that those who ask that

the people should have a holiday, never think of-

agking that Wednesday should be set apart for that
holiday. Noj; they ask for the Sabbath, for it is
thought to be safer to rob God than to rob men.
‘We had noticed the fact ourselves, that
when the specious pretext of a civil Sab-
bath for the workingman’s physical benefit
was being held up for the admiration of
the public, it was always Sunday, never

Wednesday, or any other day but Sun-

day. Now we have the admission of
one of the Sunday-law champions, and an
able one, too, that they mean to enforce
the religious observance of the day,—the
civil feature was only the sugar coating.
There was one good suggestion the speaker
uttered, which we think applies quite

aptly to the movement he is advocating,

namely, that ‘“great evils are often, if
not always, ingidiously developed.” This
Sunday-law evil is coming to the front in
just that way.—Signs of the Times.

-
+

Religion and the State.—No. 1.

THaE present tendency, in various coun-
tries, is to form a closer relation between
civil government and religion. The
principal reason assigned for this by
those who favor the movement is that
the' constant increase of crime demands
a moral remedy to be administered by
the civil laws of the commonwealth.
This movement generally manifests-itself
in two ways, namely, in the demand

for gtricter Sunday laws, and the reading

of the Bible in the public schools. -

In seeking to enact strict Sunday laws,
the promoters of the movement deny any
wish to change in the least the present re-
lation of the Church to the State. Indeed,
".they unanimously assert that, while it is
within the province of the State to guard
public morals and promote the interests
of the Church, the two departments should
forever be kept separate. But, to justify
the State in enacting Sunday laws, they
declare that to maintain a Sunday rest,
is only to insure order and peace in the
community, for which it is the duty of
every - commonweath to provide. Thus,
Sunday laws are made to appear as civil
or police regulations, and as though they
were In no way calculated fo interfere

with a man’s personal relation of faith

and- obedience to Gtod, and as in no sense
religious enactments.

The same theory ma,mta,ms that the
Bible in the schools is necessary in order
that children, who are prospective citizens
of the commonwealth and therefore the
wards of the State, may be educated in
morals, without which they cannot prop-
erly discharge the responsibilities of citi-
zenship* soon to be laid upon them. This

point is emphasized by the fact that many:

children have no moral training at home,

and, not being required to attend church,
they are, therefore, abandoned to the lia-

 bility of develdping into criminals unless
the State ‘steps in to counteract this tend-’

ency, through the public schools.

It certainly is to be regretted, that some
children are not trained in virtue and
morality, either at home or in the church.
Could all have the benefit of a proper

religious training from infancy, it would’

undoubtedly be a safeguard against crime,

as well ag a stimulus to high attainments

in citizenship. But, does it follow that
because the Church and the home are
unfaithful in the discharge of religious
duties, the State should assume their
prerogatives, and, in addition to its civil
duties, attempt the teachmg of religious
doctrines ?

Doubtless’ some are ready to answer
this question at once in' the affirmative.
But there are some principles underlying
this whole matter, which it is well to con-
sider, before drawing a final conclusion.
Every man has certain natural rights
which must necessarily accompany his ex-
istence. If man were the creature of a civil
government, the same power by which
that government could create its subjects,
would enable it to create the rights of its
subjects. But man, being Grod’s creature,
existed long before any civil government,
and, of course, his rights also antedato
all such governments. On the other

hand, civil government is the creature of

man, and was created by him, for a single
purpose, that of protecting his previously
existing rights, given him by his Creator.

Civil government, therefore, having no.

power to bestow these rights, can properly
have no authority to infringe them. The
only province of civil government, is to
protect rights already possessed, and no

matter how infinitesimal a man’s rights’

may be, it is the duty of civil government
to protect those rights against any en-
croachment. For any government to go
beyond this, and assume to override or
restrict man’s God-given Tights, "is “to

-usurp an authority which belongs only to

the Creator of man and his rights,
J. 0. OORLxss

-
S =

‘We do not vouch for the, sta.tement, but

it.is said that ‘““a saloon man has. been:
found in Washington who closes his place

with prayer. . His application -for renewal
of license having been rejected on the
ground that his place bore.a bad name, he

appeared before the commissioner in his.
‘own behalf.:

In reply- to the question,
‘Do you shut up promptly at midnight ?’
he answered: ‘When ten minutes to
twelve comes, I kneel down,

a farce as is the labeling of governments

and corporations, Christian, when every- |
body knows that they dre nothmg of the

kind, and when in the very nature of the
case they cannot be Christian.

say. my.
.prayers, and shut up.”’” Prayer.under such
conditions ‘would be just:gbout as much of:

NATIONAX,

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY  ASSOCIATION.

DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES.

We believe in the religion taught by Jesus Christ,

We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor trafiic as a
curse to society. -

We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit-
ti%%, to its authority,

e deny the right of any civil government to legislate on
religious questions.

e believe it is-the .right, and should be the grwilege, of
every man to worship accordmg to the dictates of his own con-
science,

We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and
honorable means’ to prevent religious legislation by the civil
government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in-
egtimable blesslngs of both rellgious and civil liberty.

OFFICES,
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225 A St., N, E. WAsHINGTON; 28 COLLEGE PLACE, HICAGO,

President.
Secretary.
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In Arkansas, State Secretary D. Net-
tleton has been doing some very effective
work for the Association in the distribu-
tion of Religious Liberty literature. It is
expected that at the session of the Legisla-
ture, the coming winter, another effort
will be made to increase the stringency of
the Sunday laws in that State.

IN an editorial on the ‘‘True Basis of
Sabbath  Laws,” in its issue of May 29,
the Ohristian Statesman unintentionally
draws a comparison which does indeed
show conclusively the true basis of civil
laws for the observance of Sunday, as it
existed in the mind of the writer. The
article says:—

The principle of Judaism would ma,ke the sev-
enth day of the week our civil Sabbath. The prin-
ciple of Mohammedanism would make the sixth
day our civil day of rest. But our law has no such
connection with -Judaism or Mohammedanism. It
has a connection however with Christianity.

Judaism would make the seventh day, "
Mohammedanism the sixth day, and

- Christianity the first day, our civil Sab-

bath.

By this collocation the auﬁhority of the
three is equal and similar, each in its
own sphere.

Nothing more is required to show the
falsity of this position than to ask whether
the authority of Christianity, or Judaism
rests upon the same bagis as Mohammed-
anism, and whether Judaism enforced the -
obgervance of -the Sabbath by the same
authority from which Mohammedanism
derives its right to enforce its rest day,
and whether #rue Christianity bears the
same relation to Judaism, which Moham-

“medanism does to Judaism ?

No religion enforced by, and observed
in obedience to, a civil statute can be.
anything else than a man-made religion.
Mohammedanism is a man-made religion,
and the legal Christianity proposed by the
Statesman would be no better, for it would
be liable to all manner of human perver-
sions and corruptions. w. H. M.
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“KNOWLEDGE.”
' A Nmw WEEKLY MAGAZINE. i

© Knowledye, & new weekly magazine, occupies a
new field, and if it accomplishes what it under-
takes, it_otight tohe.indispengable to svery ownei
of a Cyclopedia. It proposes to answer the almost
infinite’ riunber of %uesti_oﬂsf upon Which one :or-
- dinarily cohsults a Cyclopedia,.and fails to. find
the answer, generally because the Cyclopedia is
not “‘up to date —it was published, ' probably,
five years ago, or, mayhap, ten or more years ago.
“The world moves,” and the most important
questions that want answers are of to-day, not of
yesterday. For instance, Caprivi succeeds Bis-
marck .ag:Chancellor.of Germany; who is Caprivi ?
How do you pronounce his name? A terrible
storm at-Apin. Where is-that ? How do you pro-
nounce it ? A revolution in Brazil a few weeks
ago. What is the new status ! Andsoon. If you
consult any Ciyclopedia, and fail to find the answer
to your quéstion, or fX)ou find authorities differing,
_send a postal-card to Knowledge, and find your
answer 1 ‘the next week's issue. The magazine
is published in handsome and handy form and a
- complete! index [i§ promised’ twice a year, with
"bound volumes at nominal price to its subscribers,
* A speciment.copy of the magazine will be sent free
-to any. afo,plica,nt. .The price, like all the issues of
this publisher, is'hardly more than nominal—$1.00
a-year, JOHN B, ALpEN, Publisher, 808 Pearl St.,
' New YoRK; also Chidago and Atlanta.
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jn% the ink from the reservoir to the pen.

It has -the same sure princi{)le - of operation
(capillary attraction) and simple construction (a
-split) that. have been usged by the ordinary-dip
» pen for 5000 years.to.carry the ink to the papei.
mﬂ,&memhj‘;r it ish eil Qomg nad;im% Olf‘thj? BIES! t?lﬂr

rial, workmanship; and principle of operation.
. »Doﬁ’tw wagte (iy'oi;r time or Sh(‘)rgen your%ife with
any other.: Address, . . .

" PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
o " 43 Bonp STREET, NEw YORK.
" Or OARLAND, CAL.. .

'SAFETY PENCIL POCKET .

Neat, cheap, serviceable. They perfectly secure
1pen.or.pencil in the pocket, so that it cannot fall
‘out when stooping. .Can be_ensily and safely at-
"tached to any part of the clothing. A small inveést-
‘ment will prevent the loss of a valuable pen or

pendil.

T PRICES. .

No. 1. Russia leatlier, for 2 pens . . 10c.

No. 2 Riisda leather for, 3pens . . . 15c.
Sent by mail on redeipt of price. We guarantee
“these pockets superior in e,verzv l)articu ar to sim-
ilar styles formerly sold and still offered at much
“higher'prides.  Address, [
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,.
: : 43.Boxp STREEP. NEW YORK.
* Or OAKLAND, CAL. :

THE SENTINEL LIBRARY
A Semi~-monthly Publication
~ Devotéd to the defense of

‘AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS|
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UNITED- STATES CONSTITUTION
S AS IT IS. A
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Pacific Press Publishing Co.,
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Isa po;ﬁﬁla(r health magazine, published at Battle
Creek, Mich., and conducted by

J, H. KELLOGG, M. D.,

Assisted By an able editorial staff.
1t contiins, each month, Feneral articles on prac-
tical hygiene, and medical papers, besides a rich
variety of other matter, pithy and practical, on
populdr ‘questions, dlso representing the latest
scientific thought,in combination with Dr. Kellogg’s
-widé, professional experience. i
No' jour-

Established on Four Continents. Mo/

-votéd to health or’ kindred- topics has ever en}tged
so great a popularity-as this'journal'has earne

jts devotion to the interests of the people in the de-
velopment and popularization.of knowledge ‘on all
sanitary topics, It has been introduced into nearly
cvery part of the civilized world, and enjoys a large
‘cireuldtion, not only.in America, but in England,
upon the continent of Europe, in South Africa, and
in Australia. . Among the

SPHOIAL ATTRACTIONS.

For (890, : this )
during the year to devote gonsiderable space to the
Exposure of Medical Frauds, They have,
therefore, established a chemical laboratory, in
charge of 8 competentichemist, for the purpose of
carrying on a series of thorough-going investiga-
tions, the'results of which will‘be published iirthe
“columns of this journal. Price, $1.25 a Year.
Single numbers, 15 Cents. Send for specimen copy,
and terms to agents, .

€00D HEALTH PUB, €0., Battle Creek, Mich.
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NASAL CATARRH
lts Nature, Causes, Prevention, and Cure, and Diseases of the

Throat, Eye, and Ear, due to Nasal Catarth;
with a chapter of

CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS

BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D.,
Medical Superintendent of the Largest Medical and Surgical
Sanitarium in the World.

. The work consists of 120 pages, and is -embellished with a colored frontis-
piece and SIX BEAUTIFULLY COLORED PLATES, besides many
1llustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. This little
work costs only 80 cents, and is in great demand.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
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NEW EDITIONS

GIVIL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION

IN ENCLISH AND CERMAN
By A. T. ;ONES,

Ohe of the Editors of the AMERICAN SENTINEL.

Scriptural, Logical, Plain, and Forcible.

Tuis IMPORTANT WORK SHOWS CLEARLY THE RELATION THAT SHOULD EXIST
BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE AT THE PRESENT TIME, AS PROVEN BY THE
BIBLE AND HISTORY OF THE PAST TWENTY-FIVE CENTURIES.

Cuar. I outlines vividly the relation that existed between *‘ Christianity and the Roman Empire.”

Cuar. II distinguishés between * What is due to God and what to Ceesar.™
Crap. III shows for what purpose the  Powers that Be ** are ordained. : :
Crar. IV ably discusses ‘“‘The Religious Attack upon the United States Constitution, and Those
“Who Are Making it.” -
CeaP. V unmasks “ Religious Legislation,” calling special attention to the Blair Sunday Bill now
pending in Congress. .
the “Sunday-Law Movement in the Fourth Century, and its Parallel in the

Nineteenth. ™
Chap, VI shows The Workiiigs of Sunday Laws when they are enforced. )
Ilzhe:se chapters, with the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States
which are printed in Appendices C and D, make this treatise INDISPENSABLE TO EVERY LOVER OF
CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY.

CiviL GOVERNMENT AND RELICION

Is a Pamphlet of 182 Large Octavo Pages, in English, Price 25 Cents; and in
' German, 228 Pages, Price, 35 Cents.

MILLIONS OF COPIES

Should be Placed in the Hands of Thinking People at once. It Clearly Defines what Position
. American Citizens should Sustain Toward the Effort now on Foot to
Secure Religious Legislation. Address,
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'HE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW

‘THIS PAMPHLET CONTAINS THE ARGUMENTS IN BEHALF OF THE RIGHTS oF
AMERICAN CITIZENS, AND IN OPPOSITION TO THE BLAIR SUNDAY-
" REST BILL, WHICH MR. JONES PRESENTED BEFORE THE SENATE
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Mr. Crafts has pronotinced the refaort as published

“MICGHTY INTERESTING READING.”

~ And Mr. Jones’ comments make {t more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would
have been without Senator Blair’s interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accom-
panied with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. As the Sunday question is
now a living issue, this treatise will be interesting to all classes, especially Legislators, lawyers,
judges, and other &lblic men., The argument is based on Scripture and history, constitution and
i'aw, ghowing the limits of the ¢ivil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis of
the Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the

‘Sunday-Law Movement of the Fourth Century,
AND THE

Sunday-L.aw Movement of the Nineteenth Century.
The Methods Used in Securing Indorsements to the Petition for the Blair Bill,

and the Workings of Such Sunday Laws as are Proposed
for the United States.

The Work Contains |92 Pages and will be Sent Post-paid on Receipt of 28¢.
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It is stated that a wealthy citizen of
Minneapolis, Minncsota, has announced
his intention to spend $50,000, if necessary,
to prevent one of the theaters of that city
from giving Sunday performances here-
after.

ey
+-

Ix the American Bible Society, at its
annual sesgion in this city, it was stated
that during the past eight years, 750,000
families in this country have been found
without Bibles, and almost 300,000 of
these families refused the Bible even as a
gift. That is another argument which
goes to show how this is ‘““a Christian
Nation.”

-+
<+

WE recently selected for our columns
an article from one of the great religious
papers of this city which we thought ex-
ceptionally good, and which we designed
printing with proper credit. It was put
into type, and came very near getting into
the page before we noticed that it con-
tained an entire paragraph which had
been plagiarized bodily from the Sun.
‘We have no objection to the Sun; indeed
we think it a very good paper, but we feel
ashamed to think that one of our leading
religious papers is compelled to steal edi-
torials from a secular paper. It is prob-
ably true that there is honor among
thieves, that is, among ordinary thieves,
but it is scarcely true of literary pirates.

-
+

ABouT the only thing in which the ad-
vocates of Sunday laws are perfectly
agreed among themselves is, that they
should have Sunday laws. But when it
comes to the basis for the required legis-
lation, they find themselves unable to
agree. The National Reformers repudiate
the idea of the ‘‘civil Sabbath.” They
maintain that the only proper ground for
Sunday laws is the law of God, and very
properly say that to admit any human
authority or civil policy, would be to
admit the right of the State to fix, and
consequently to change the Sabbath; and
to take this position would be virtually to
say that were the State to change the day,
they would also change their practice in
the observance of the day.

But many, even among Christian min-
isters, agsert that there is a civil basis for
Sunday laws, and that they ask for such

legislation, not on feliéious, but on civil
and utilitarian grounds. This idea is

| made prominent by the American Sab-
bath Union, and by those who are work-

ing in harmony with them. It was the

central: thought in a recent: Sunday law -

meeting held. in Oakland, California, at
which the Council of ‘that ¢ity were re-
quested to pass a Sunday-closing ordi-
nance on purely ‘‘civil grounds.” But to
show the confusion which existed in the
minds of the leaders of the meeting it is
only necessary to say-that the resolutions
adopted, used repeatedly the term ¢ the

Christian Sabbath,” and closed with these -

words: ‘“We hereby express our decided
conviction that the City Council should,
without delay, pass an ordinance that will
close all the saloons on the Sabbath day.”
This shows that it is not the ““civil Sab-
bath,” so called, which they wish to pre-
serve, but.the religious institution insisted
upon by the National Reformers. It also
shows the fact that nobody recognizes a
“civil Sabbath;” that is, a Sabbath hav-
ing any basis other than the authority of
the Church or the authority of God.

-
>

THE President of the American Sabbath
Union recommends his Saturday evening
paper for Sunday reading. But the one
objection that takes precedence of all
others against the Sunday newspaper is
that the reading of it keeps many people
from church, and that those who read it
and go to church are very much hindered
in their devotions, and their listening to
the sermon while at church. Now will

-not the reading of Mr. Shepard’s Saturday

evening paper on Sunday have the same
effect? And if so, will the American Sab-
bath Union advocate the abolition of Mr.
Shepard’s Saturday evening paper? If
not, why not ?

>

THE Converted Catholic of this city says
that ‘it is painfully true.that former
priests, and even converted priests, will
receive ample compensation  for their
servicés in denouncing Popery in all its
phases, and especially if they speak of
the immorality and wickedness of Jesuit
priests and nuns, but they can starve if
they try to preach the gospel to the Roman
Catholics.” This simply shows that the
contest between Catholics and Protestants

is no longer one of principle but is simply

a fight for advantage. This is further
shown by the fact that Protestants are so
ready to adopt Catholic methods and in-
voke the aid of the civil power to advance
their interests.

<>

Rev. THOMAS DIxon, JR., pastor of the
Twenty-third Street Baptist Church; of
this clty, is credited with the following

sensible.utterance concermng the Sunday |

paper :—
" In my humble opinion the Sunday newspaper has
come to stay. It is useless to rave and talk wild

talk on this subject. You cannot destroy it. It
has a mission. Why not cease our efforts to de-
stroy, and .seek to convert it and make its great
cylinders to throb -with the great truth of the living
God, and sénd its messages of love and faith circling
round the world? The Sunday newspaper is no
rival of the pulplt To be candid, I would rather,

‘myself, read a live newspaper than listen to a dead

man try to preach. The preacher who cannot hold
his own against cold type is not called to preach,
and the sooner he quits trying to preach, the better
for him and the better for the cause he represents.

The only answer that can be given to
Mr. Dixon’s query is that the gospel
which the Sunday-law advocates proclaim
is not onewhich seeks to convert, but one
which seeks to compel; it is not a gospel
of moral suasion but of physical force.
Mr. Dixon’s would be the better plan, but
it can never be popular with those who
having departed from the spirit of the
gospel have imbibed the spirit of the In-
quisition,

UpoN the action of the late Presby-
terian General Assembly upon the subject
of religion ‘and education, the Sun point-
edly remarks:—

The Presbyterians want religious in-
struction in our public schools.

But how can we have it in this repub-
lic, where the Church and the State are
wholly separate? What religion shall we
teach ? Shall it be Christianity or Bud-
dhism, Judaism or the doctrines taught
by Jesus?

The Presbyterians assail the Roman
Church as the enemy of the school sys-
tem; and yet they are joining forces with
it in demaziding religious education as a
necessary part of the public-school sys-
tem.

-
>

Tue Pacific Union, a California labor
paper, has the following:—

‘When Mr. Gompers was asked what would be
wanted after the eight-hour day, he answered,
“More.” And then what? ‘“More.” But how
much more, Mr. Gompers? ¢ Why, not one iota
less than the full fruit of his toil. Put that on your
banner.”

Mr. Gompers does not say who will
employ labor under such conditions, nor
where the capital is to come from to in-
augurate, and to support.in their infancy
the various enterprises that are te return
to the laborer the full fruit of his toil.
Such a demand, if general, would bring
starvation to hundreds of thousands of
homes, that under our present industrial
system know no want.

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL,

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL,
DEVOTED TO

The defenge of American Institutions, the preservation of the
United States Constitution as it is, 8o far as regards
religion or religious tests, and the mainte-
nance of human mghts, both civil
and religious,

It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending
toward a union of Church and gtate, either in name or in fact.

Single Copy, Per Year, post-paid, $| .00
In clubs of ten or more copies, per year, each, , .
To foreign countries, single subscription, post pald . 5s
Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL,
43 Bond Street, New York



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

