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SpeaxkING of the Independent’s sympo-
-sium of preachers on Sunday opening of
the Fair at Chicago, the Toledo Blade
says: ““The question is one that is not to
be decided either by church dignitaries or
by church members exclusively. A very
large part of the people of the United
States do not formally affiliate with any
church organization, and they have a
right to be consulted if everybody’s advice
ig to be taken, or if the consensus of pub-
lic opinion is to decide the matter. The
fact remains that there will be thousands
- and tens of thousands of people in Chi-
. cago every Sunday who would attend the
‘World’s Fair if it were open on that day;
butif it is not will gravitate to the saloon
and worse places of amusement.”

e

A WESTERN religious paper has the fol-
lowing sensible note on the International
Sunday-school lesson for the 7th inst. :—

“The theocratic government of Israel
came to an end with the ending of the old
covenant,—it was really the administra-
tion of the old covenant. Since that time
the Church of God has been distributed
amongst the nations of the earth, having
no secular authority. ‘My kingdom is
not of this world,’ says the Master. ‘They
[his disciples] are not of the world, even
as T am not of the world.” The Church
‘may reform itself in its own way, accord-
ing to the word of the Lord, which is
given for its guidance; but it has not,
" nor has any of its members, any special
prerogative in the matter of interference
~ with the secular governments of the earth,

Nor has the secular government any right

to interfere in the matter of purifying
the Church. When the professed serv-
ants of God in this age assume to dictate
to the State by virtue of any pretended
theocratic authority, they simply assume
the authority of God. When the State
assumes to dictate the policy of the
Chureh, it also assumes the authority of
(God. Both positions are alike p1esumpt—
uous and blasphemous,”

-

There Is Mischief in It.

WEe have received three long letters
from three different individuals, in the
East, the South, and the West—one in this
city, one in North Carolina, and one in
Iowa—criticizing our article of three weeks
ago.on paternalism in government, and
especially that part of it which refers to
the Farmers’ Alliance. We cannot print
all three of the letters, nor indeed is it
necessary as they all speak the same thing
in the main; ‘and as we do not wish to
seem partial ‘we print nome in full, but
notice the material points of each and all,

Two of the letters we received shortly
after the article appeared; but asg one of
them thought we had not studied the Alli-
ance from the right side, and as the Na-
tional Conference of the Alliance was soon
to meet in Cincinnati, we thought it well
to wait till we could have the official and
authoritative statement of just what they
propose upon the point to which we re-
ferred.

The Alliance met and conferred, and
established a platform of prmmples and
upon the point to which we had referred
this platform says:—

We demand that legal tender treasury notes be
issued in sufficient volume to transact the business
of the country on a cash basis without damage or
especial advantage to any class or calling, such
notes to be a legal tender in payment of all debts,
public and private, and such notes when demanded
by the people shall be loaned to them at not more
than two per cent. per annum, upon ‘mperishable
products, as indicated in the sub-treasury plan, and
also upon real estate with proper limitation upon
the quantity of land and amount of money.

As this is precisely what we said the
Alliance proposed to do, certainly it can
not be said that we misrepresented the
Alliance in the least. Not only can it not
be said that we misrepresented the pro-
posals of the Alliance; but it cannot be
said that we misrepresented in the least
the results of the carrying into effect of
such proposals. The words which we
have here quoted from the platform of the
National Alliance, contain all that we said
in the article which these three friends
propose to criticise. It is not necessary
for us to re-state these results, that would
be but to reprint that article. We simply
ask our friends to turn again to that copy
of THE SENTINEL and read it with this
quotation from the National Alliance plat-
form.

The proposal of the Alliance contains
all that Rome ever was: and every person
who will take but three steps in a process
of thinking, and they are but the inevit-
able steps following the proposal, must
admit that this is so. Let this plan be
adopted as the course of governmental
action. Then the first and inevitable step
following it, will be that the Government
will soon become possessed of a large
amount of land and ‘“imperishable prod-
ucts.” Then the second and inevitable
step will be that this land will be absorbed
by the capitalist, the *imperishable prod-
ucts” will be handled by ¢ the bulls”
and ‘“Dbears,” and the prices of both the
land and the °‘imperishable products”
will be the highest that the speculators
can force them up to, carrying in their

‘train yet heavier stress upon the farmer

and producer, and greater distress and
even pinching want upon the day laborer.
Then the third and inevitable step will be
a general distribution of the land and the
““imperishable products” to the people.
This course will be followed round and

“round a few times, gradually robbing the’

people of the spirit of self-dependence
which alone makes manly men; and as

‘self-dependence vanishes self—government

goes, and the people, instead of governing
themselves, must be governed by the Gov-
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ernment; instead of the people looking to
themselves for the government they look
to the Government for government itself,
as well as for everything else; and the
only possible outcome is an unmitigated
despotism. And the despotism will be
none the less real, and none the less cruel,
though it be by many rather than by one.
In Rome there was a despotism of the
many long before there was a despotism
of one. In a government of the people,
and Rome was first a government of the
people, it is impossible to be otherwise.
In a government of the people there must
be a despotism of the many before there
can possibly be a despotism of one. And
when there is a despotism of the many, it
is only a question of time when there will
be a despotism of one. The gradation is
first of the many, next of a few, then, and
last, of one. Only in the freedom of the
many, is there free government.

In this view we touch the main point of
the letter of our Iowa friend, in his re-
mark that he and THE SENTINEL ¢ differ
widely in our opinion of what constitutes
American principles.” Yes, we do. Al-
though we both speak of government of
the people, we differ widely as to what
constitutes a government of the people
according to American principles. The
American principle is not merely a gover-
ment of the people, but a free government
of the people; while the principle of our
friend from Iowa and the Farmers’ Alli-
ance is that of a despotic goverment of
the people—a government of the people
according to the paternal and despotic
principles of the Roman government of the
people. The true and American idea of a
government of the people is self-govern-
ment—the government of the individual
by the individual; the Roman paternal
Farmers’ Alliance idea of government of
the people is government of many by
many, by a few or by one. The Ameri-

~ can principle is self-help and governmental
protection. The Roman or Farmers’ Alli-
ance principle is governmental help and
self protection or no protection at all.

Our friend in this city, upon a miscon-
ception of the exact situation justifies the
doings of Rome in this particular, in the
following words:— :

Now let us go to Rome. Where did those men
who had large estates get them ? By what power

" did they hold them ? What alone gave them value ?
‘In the first place they were granted to them by the
government, that is by some sort of government;
they held them by the power of the government; and
it was the protection afforded by government that
made it possible for them to use the lands for agri-
cultural purposes. They both held the lands and
cultivated them by injustice and oppression; they

were simply robbers of the poor people; they were
simply highwaymen extorting, by color of law,

labor and other things of value from those who had-

no power to resist them. Instead of doing a wrong
the emperors who sought to correct this state of
affairs did just the right thing, only they did not go
" far enough. And the fact that they failed because
of the low moral condition of the people, and the
natural greed of mankind, is not a valid argument
against that which they tried to do.

Clearly our friend has misconceived the
situation.

First, What he speaks of as having been
done by the emperors, was not done by
them. This work was all past before the
emperor came in fact, though the first step
in it involved the emperor who afterward
did come in fact.

" Secondly, The land was not *“ granted ”
to those who held it, in the common ac-
ceptation of the term, and as we suppose
the word is here used. The land was pub-
lic land. Tt belonged to the State, and
was still really possessed by the State, and
was rented to these occupants for a stated
annual revenue. And the occupiersof the
Jand held it under formal contract, and
for a consideration, The only flaw in the
tenure was that some of the renters occu-
pied more land than an ancient law al-
lowed; and even this law was rather tech-
nical thah real because the law was obso-
lete, it had in fact fallen into complete and
““innocuous desuetude.” And it was here
revived and enforced, just as our old and
forgotten Sunday-laws now are upon occas-
ion, when some special ad vantage is to be
gained by it. :

Thirdly, From these facts it is evident
that it cannot justly be said that they held
the lands and cultivated them by injustice
and oppression; nor that they were high-
waymen robbing the poor people, ete., who
had no power to resist them. The land
was of no use whatever to the State, un-
less the State could receive some revenue
from it. For this reason it was rented,
and the revenue from the rental went to
the State; that is to the people, for the
government was of the people. And in-
stead of the people having no power to
resist this ‘‘oppression,” they had power
to resist it, they ded resist it, and abol-
ished it, and gave away the land to some
of themselves for no return whatever.

And then it was soon demonstrated that
the former system had been one of neither
oppression nor robbery of the people, be-
cause from the very beginning the most
of those to whom the land was given were
so dissatisfied that they actually sold out
their holdings to the very capitalists who
had formerly occupied the lands. The
others lived beyond their means, got into
debt, mortgaged their holdings, and then
had to let them go, on the mortgage, so
that in a very few years all the public
lands were again held by the very capital-
igts from whom they had been taken. And
more than this they were now held by
these men, and were worked for absolutely
no return to the Siate, whereas they had
formerly paid an annual rental. So<that
the only tangible point of this proceeding
was to deprive the State, and therefore the
people, of a certain fixed annual revenue
and therefore to make the burdens of the
people heavier than they were before.

The same thing was gone through with
again and again, and each successive time

- with worse results both to the govern-

ment as such, and to the people as individ-
uals, developing more and more the des-
potism of the many, till it was merged in
a despotism of three—the first triumvirate
—which ended in the despotism of one,
whom they murdered, which was-followed
immediately again by a despotism of three
—the second trinmvirate—which ended
again in the despotism of one—Cewesar.
Augustus—and the final establishment of
the imperial despotism, the most horrible
civil despotism that ever was, and which
continued until Constantine and the polit-
ical bishops turned it into the most hor-
rible religious despotism that ever was.

That was the end of that story then and
there, and the perfect likeness to i will be
the end of this story now and here.

And this answers the query of one of
our correspondents, ags to what business
has TuHE SENTINEL, a religious paper, to
touch this question which is political.
We are persunaded that THr SENTINEL has

‘not mistaken its calling, nor spent its

efforts in vain in this respect. THE SEN-
TINEL is a religious paper, that is true, and
it exists for the sole purpose of exposing
to the American people the movement for
the establishment of a religious despotism
here, after the model of the Papacy.

But no religious despotism can ever be
established over a free people. 1t were lit-
erally impossible to establish a religious
despotism over the royal freemen who
made the Deeclaration of Independence
and the American Constitution.

This gradual but steady perversion and
subversion of the genuine principles of this
Government as established by our fore-
fathers, this steady inculcating of the prin-
ciples of paternalism, is but sowing the
seeds of a despotism—whether of the many,
of the few, or of one, it matters not—
which at the opportune moment will be
joined by the political preachers, and out
of the wicked alliance thus formed there
will come the religious despotism ‘in the
perfect likeness of the one which was be-
fore, and against which the continuous
efforts of THE AMERICAN SENTINEL have
ever been and ever shall be directed.

And that is the reason, and the only
reason, yet reason enough, why THE SEN-
TINEL, a religious paper, touches this
otherwise political question.

‘We are inclined to agree with our friend
of this city, that the government of Rome,
in the case referred to, ‘“did just the right
thing,” according fo the principles of that
government. But ‘‘the right thing ” was
the wrong thing, because the principle of
the government was wrong. It was the .
paternal principle, and the right thing for
a paternal government to do is the wrong
thing for any government to do, because
no government should be paternal.

This brings us to the one chief point
which all three of our correspondents
make, and upon which they all three
agree. As expressed by our friend of this
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city, which is but the expression of all
three, it is as follows:—

Several times since I have been in New York the
speculators in 'Wall Street have got info a tight
place and the United States Treasury has come fo
their relief. Once it did it by paying nearly six
months in advance a large lot of interest upon
CGovernment bonds. On several occasions it has
bought up a large lot of bonds that it would not
otherwise have bought. And what was it all for?
Simply to save from financial ruina lot of men who
in their greed for wealth had got beyond their
depth. Now why is it any worse to do something
of the same kind for the agriculturists 2 Why if
the Government is to help anybody, why if it is
‘proper for it tosave the speculator from bankruptey
in an evil day, is it-not equally proper for it to give
a helping hand to the farmer in a bad season, or in
close times ?
~ This is well pub, and to all of it we
heartily reply, Why, indeed? It is no
more the province of the Government to
‘help the rich than it is to help the poor,
‘or to help the banker or the stock gambler
than to help the farmer or the hod-carrier.
And 1r it is to help the. one, logically it
must help the other. If it is to be a par-
ent to one it must be the same to all. But
there is the if, and that isthe point. It is
not to help any of them; itisnot to be the
parent of any. ‘

- And here is just the difference between
TaE SENTINEL and our three correspond-
‘ents and the whole movement in behalf of
which they speak. THE SENTINEL is totally
opposed to any of it and all of it, and to
the principle upon which any of it is done;
while on the other hand this movement
pretends to object to, and makes great
capital of, the evil of applying the prin-
ciple to a few, and proposes to cure the
the evil by applying it to all. That is an
ovil which exists contrary to the principles
of the Government, they propose to cure
it by firmly fixing it as a principle of the
Government, and by multiplying it ten
thousand fold. In other words, they sim-
ply propose to make this evil the fulerum
by which they will lift themselves into the
place and power where they can do for
themselves a great deal more than has
over beén done in this Government for
anybody else. The truth of the mafter is
that when the movement shall succeed, as
it surely will, if not in this particular line
then in some other, the end of it all will
be a sort of general scramble to see who
shall get the most. And this is the sum
and the substance of the whole thing.

It may be that our correspondents will

not agree with us just now; but that mat-
ters nothing to us. TFivé years ago when
Tar SENTINEL first called attention to the
movement to establish a religious despot-
ism, we were criticised and pooh-poohed
for that more than we are now for calling
attention to this surest forerunner of it.
But Tur SENTINEL knew then just what
it was doing; and it knows now what it is
doing just as well as it did then. Those
who objected then, know now that we
were right then; and those who object
now may know sometime that we weré

the time, :

. There is another point or two in the let-
ters, such as what constitutes real money,
etc., which it is not necessary to discuss,
and which perhaps need not to have been
mentioned in the first place, as the only
object that we had in view was to call at-
tention to the civil despotism that lies in
the Supreme Court decision coupled with
the general movement which corresponds
toit. And we are perfectly willing to
trust to the event to demonstrate that the
coming religious despotism will be estab-
lished substantially in the manner here
outlined. '

Now in closing, let us not be misunder-
stood, and let us not be migjudged, in this
matter. We would not be understood as
reflecting upon the farmers nor upon the
Alliance as such. It is entirely at the
principle that we aim. THE SENTINEL
has nothing at all to do with parties of
any kind either for or against, but with
principles only. We do not say for a
moment that the Farmers’ Alliance as
such, nor the individuals who compose it,
intend what we have pointed out. We
simply say that the mischief is in the prin-
ciple, and it will appear and will do all that
we have said in the face of their best in-
tentions.

It is the same way with the Woman’s
Christian Temperance Union and others
, who are working for religious legislation.
They do not all intend to establish a relig-
ious despotism, they do not all intend to
persecute, but a religious despotism with
ity attendant persecutions, is in the prin-
ciple of the thing, and will all appear as
surely as they secure what they demand,
nor will either the wickedness or the
cruelty of the thing be relieved by the
fact that they did not intend it.

‘We say to all, have nothing to do with
either the religious or the civil movement.
In religion let your dependence be upon
God, and not upon the Government. And
in civil things, let your dependence be
upon your own manly self and not upon a
paternal, pampering, coddling, meddling
government, which must needs tell you
what you shall eat and drink and wear,
how long you shall work, when you are
tired, when you shall rest, and when you
shall be religious. A, T, J.

>

How Politics and Religion Are Mixed.

SpEARING of the opening of the recent
political convention which brought into
being ¢ The People’s Party of the United
States of America,” the Chicago Daily
News says:—

A chorus from the Farmers’ Alliance song book,
and three bangs from temporary chairman Cun-
ningham’s iron hammer, preceeded a prayer by
the Rev. Gilbert Delamatyr, the greenback ex-
congressman, Mr. Delamatyr was roundly ap-
plauded when he arose to pray. Frequent and
earnest amens from the audience punctuated the
invocation, after which the delegates seemed to

right now: and we shall have known it all .

feel better and settled contentedly back in théir
chairg, while the Kansas Glee Club regaled them
with a humorous ditty.

The News says further :—

Amid a perfect cyclone of enthusiasm a delegate
moved the adoption of the platform as read. The
convention went wild and the delegates mounted
tables and chairs, shouting and yelling like Co-
manches. A portion of the convention in thunder-
ous chorus sung to the tune of ‘“Good-by, My
Lover, Good-by,” the words ‘ Good-by, old parties,
g00d-by,” and then the doxology.

Think of sandwiching a prayer in be-
tween two humorous songs, and singing
the doxology immediately after a chorus
has been sung to the tune, ‘“ Good-by, My
Lover, Good-by”! Yet there are some
who think that such a religious farce is
a benefit to the people, and that it ought
to be carried out in all departments of the
Government at public expense. ‘

A. DELOS WESTCOTT.

<
s

The Question Involved.

THE Sabbath Recorder, the organ of the
Seventh-day Baptists, has declared in fa-
vor of the Sunday-closing of the World’s
Fair, The Recorder says:—

The question of opening the Columbian Exposi-
tion on Sunday is bound to be a live one till the
Directors give their decision; and we are glad that
we can show an authoritative utterance to our
people which can not in any way bring us into the
company of the enemies of religion in their clamor
for a Sunday opening. We can safely oppose thig
demand upon high religious grounds without com-
promising ourselves as keepers of the Bible Sabbath,
because the attack upon Sunday is really an attack
upon American Sabbath-keeping, represented by
Sunday, and involves not the question of a day,
but the Sabbath idea and principle. So it is our
fight in common with all Christians who love the
Sabbath idea. In this connection it is signficant
that there are reactions in Europe against Conti-
nental Sunday-keeing. France has passed a law
making one day in seven a rest day, and a bill has
been introduced into the Spanish Senate by the
Prime Minister making Sunday a day of rest in
government establishments. The duty of Seventh-
day Baptists lies in the direction of teaching the
true Sabbath idea. The times are going to give us
work enough to do, but we hope we shall never be
found with those who are helping the evil root the
Sabbath, as a principle, out of men’s minds and °
hearts.

This is not a question of company either
good or bad, but of correet prineiples.
‘We do not join in the demand for the
Fair to be open on Sunday; to us itis a
matter of indifference. If the Directors
see fit to close the Fair on Sunday we
have no objections to offer, neither shall
we join in the demand that the Fair shall
be closed ; certainly not for the reason given
by the Sabbath Recorder. '

If the Chicago Fair ought to be closed
on Sunday to preserve *‘ the Sabbath idea
and principle” in America, it follows that
the United States mails should stop on Sun-
day for the same reason. If keeping the
Fair open all or a part of Sunday violates
“the Sabbath idea and principle,” cer-
tainly the carrying and handling of the
mails upon that day is even worse, for it
involves the labor of many more people,
and exerts a wider influence.
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The same argument would justify also
laws requiring all corporations to suspend
business on Sunday. They are creatures
of the State, and the State is in a measure
responsible for their actions; if, therefore,
the Chicago Fair should be closed on Sun-
day in the interests of the Sabbath-keeping
idea, all public business should cease on
the same day for the same reason. In
short, the Recorder’s logic would justify
not only all the Sunday legislation at
present on the statute books of the States,
but all that has ever been asked for, both
State and national.

Our conception of the Sabbath is that it
is a sign between God and his people. Its
purpose is to keep God in mind as the
Creator of all things. Its observance is
worship of the divine Being. 'This is the
only Sabbath idea or principle worth pre-
serving, but it is an idea entirely foreign
to civil government, an idea that the State
has no more right to foster than it has to
cultivate any other religious cult.

In 1829-30, when Congress was asked
to suspend the Sunday mails, Seventh-day
Baptists in New Jersey very properly re-
monstrated against the passage of such a
bill, on the ground that it
would be made a precedent for others of the same
kind, and more alarming; would pave the way to
a union of Church and State; . would be
the deathblow to our civil and religious liberties,

. and end in the worst of all tyranny—‘‘an
ecclegiastical hierarchy.”

The danger was no greater then than it
is now, and we marvel that Seventh-day
Baptisgts, of all people, do not see it now
even as they did then. The friends of a
legal Sunday are doing their utmost to
secure official recognition of Sunday as a
sacred day. They are determined that
the Government shall in some way be
committed to the defense of Sunday as a
religious institution; that it shall become
a party to a religious controversy. The
question therefore with us is not shall the
Fair be clogsed on Sunday ? but shall the
matter be so manipulated by the advocates
of a legal Sunday as to practically make
the Government the tool of a religious
cult ? C. P. B.

-
<

A Catechism on Religious Liberty.

1. Is religious liberty a civil right or a
privilege ?

2. Is it the right to worship, privately
or publicly, according to the dictates of
one’s own conscience ?

3. Is it also the right nof to worship ?

4. Of whose conscience is this the right
to worship or not to worghip ?

5. Is it the right of a heathen con-
science ? If not, why not?

6. Isthis right of conscience subject to
the whims of ‘popular majorities?

7. Has civil government any rightful
control of conscience and belief-?

8. Has government the right to pre-
scribe any religious duty to its citizens ?

9. Has it the right to appoint solemn
days of fasting and prayer ?

10. Has the President of the TUnited
States, in his official capacity, the right to
appoint days of thanksgiving ? If so, why ?

11. Has our government the right to
favor Mohammedanism ?—Buddism ?

12. Has it the right to favor any relig-
ion, denamination, or member thereof ?

13. Has it the right to extend special
favors to Christianity ?

14. Hasg it the right to furmsh salaried
positions to preachers, who cannot find
such employment otherwise, simply be-
cause they are preachers ?

15. Has it the right to pay for religious
instruction for its soldiers, criminals,
schools, or legislatures ?

16. Has it a, right to exempt church
property from taxation ?

17. Has it the right to exempt any indi-
vidual from the pemnalty of violating law
because of his peculiar religious convic-
tions ? '

18. Ought Sunday laws to exempt any
person for conscientious reasons ?

19. Has government the right to pass
any law which, when applied to all with-
out exemption, would infringe any one’s
civil rights ?

- 20. Has government the right to punish
any person, or deprive him of the free
use of his time and labor, except for crime ?

21. Is any practice—religious or secular
. &

—which does not interfere with the equal
rights of all really a crime ?

22. Has government the right to make
such a practice criminal ?

23. Has it the right to prohibit polyg-
amy? Why?

24. Has government the right to pro-
hibit mariolatry and the worship of the
crucifix, or of the images of saints?

25. Has it the right to prohibit idolatr y?

26. Has it the right to prohibit the pub-
lic condemnation of-such practices, when
this is not done in the special places of
such worship ?

27. May it rightfully punish any person
for denying the existence of a Supreme
Being ?

28. Has it the right to punish blas-
phemy ?

29. Has it the right to punish any per-
son for quietly observing one day in seven
as the Sabbath ? )

30. Has it the right to compel or to com-
mand him to observe it as such ?

31. May it rightfully punish him for
not observing it ?

32. Hag it a right to require total rest
of citizens in private life on legal holidays?

33. Has it the right to require any such
person to cease from his ordinary labor on
every day of the week ?—on any day ?

34. Has it the right to pass laws requir-
ing such a person to rest from his ordi-
nary labor on Sunday, either as a holiday
or sacred day ?

35. Has government the right to pro-
hibit disturbance of public meetings for

worship or secular purposes?—On any
day ?

36. 'Will a certain act or form of labor
disturb worship in churches more on
Wednesday than on Sunday ?

37. Under the same conditions will it
disturb more on Sundays than on other
days ?

38. 'Who is responsible for changed con-
ditions on Sunday, if any ?

39. Are religious people more liable to
be disturbed on Sunday than on other
days? If so, why?

40. Has government the right to pass
laws under which one person may prose-
cute another for offending his distinctive
religious sentiments ?

41. Can government take cognizance of
one’s personal religious opinions as a right-
ful basis of his prosecution of another ?

42. Did Christ teach his followers to per-
secute or prosecute unbelievers in their
doetrines ?

43. I8 an emmoral thought or act more
immoral if it occurs on a particular day
of the week ? A crime more criminal ?

44. May an act which does not disturb
church worship be a erime on one day of
the week but not on other days ?

45. Would such an act of disturbance
be a crime because it disturbed the public
meeling, or because it occurred on Sun-
day ?

46. Does the criminality of an act de-
pend on the day of the week when it is
committed ?

47. In principle, is the *“Sunday sa-
loon” worse than the Wednesday saloon ?
The Sunday barber shop ? Sunday milk ?
If so, why?

48. Is it morally or civilly wrong for
daily newspapers to publish on Saturday
and Monday matter which ought not to
be published or read on Sunday ?

49. Is it wrong for the same matter to
appear in the Sunday newspaper? If so,
why? )

50. Is the newsboy more responsible for
the circulation of the Sunday paper than
ig the pressman, compositor or editor ?

51. When is the Sunday newspaper pub-
lighed ?

52. Do Christians read them ? If so,
why ?

53, If. Christians do not read them, are
they responsible for what others choose to
read on Thursday or Sunday ?

54. Can government punish a man for
the mental state of covetousness ?

55. Can government properly legislate
on the subject matter of the last com-
mandment of the Decalogue? Why not ?

56. Can government punish every word
and act of disrespect to parents, or every
misrepresentation of one’s neighbor ?

57. Then can it rightfully attempt by
legislation to reach all offenses covered by
the fifth and ninth commandments of the
Decalogue ?

58. May it unquestionably leglsla,te
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against murder, adultery, and theft?
Why? ,
59. Can civil government compel a per
son to love his neighbor as himself ?
60. Cun it, then, legislate on the subject

matter of the last six commandments as

such ?

61. Can it rightfully legislate at all on
the first four commandments? Are the
duties therein prescribed duties to man or
to God ?

62. Does civil government rightfully
legislate against certain crimes because
they are offenses against some of the last
six commandments, or because they are a
violation of natural rights ?

63. Does it thus legislate because of
those commandments, or to protect its
subjects and preserve itself ?

64. Can it, then, presume to legislate
for God, in matters which do not concern
its own preservation ?

65. How positively is this distinction
between man’s duties to God and those
due to civil government expressed by
Christ ? Matt. 22:21.

66. Is there any other distinction or
principle that precisely marks off both
-the individual rights of conscience, and
the rights and duties of civil government ?

67. Does our national Constitution and
the Declaration of Independence recognize
these prineciples of the civil and religious
rights of man ?

68. By whom will these rights be en-
dangered, if ever? By the atheist? By
the true Christian ?
~ 69, Can any notions of public morality

or'enlightened civilization justify civil

legislation on the subject matter of the
first four commandments of the Deca-
logue?

70. Have our national or State govern-
ments ever invaded this sacred ground ?
How?

71. Is the tendency to withdraw from
it, or to encroach still further ?

72. What is the dubty of every true
American?  Frank WiLLiaM HowE.

University of Michigan.

<
oy

No Religion Not Sectarian.

Tur Christtan Union published the
question, ‘“Can the State furnish adequate
education without teaching religion?”
and solicited answers to it. Several an-
swers were given, one of the best of which
is ag follows:— : .

““This whole article is based, it seems to
me, on an erroneous view as to the proper
functions of government, especially in our
own country. It is the business of the
government of a republic, as distinguished
from that of a monarchial or paternal
government, to govern as little as possible
and to leave the individual citizen to de-
velop himself. The object of State educa-
tion, therefore, is to give a man mental
tools sufficient to prevent his becoming a
burden on the State. What is most neces-

sary for thisend ? That the State should
furnish, at the lowest cost to the taxpayer,
these tools. They should be thoroughly
good, but no more. What is next neces-
sary ¥ That the State should establish
trade schools where mechanical trades
may be learned and the American be no
longer deprived of his birthright at the
dictation of trades-unions of foreigners.
These schools might be in part self-sup-
porting. .

“Can the State educate men in honesty,
truthfulness, and purity, in short in relig-
ious teachings—which is what your ques-
tion means—withbut becoming sectarian ?
It can mnot. There is no such thing as
pure religion in distinetion from sectari-
anism. The pure religion of one body of
believers is sectarianism to another. Does
any one imagine, for instance, that six
each of the most learned Protestants, Ro-
manists, and Jews could draw up a code
which all should unite in recommending
for use in public schools, or that the be-
liefs of one of these bodies would not be
denounced as sectarian to the others ?”

-

Abusive Christianity.

MaJor Gro. C. CoNwor, of Chatla-
nooga, Tennessee, addressed a letter to the
Duily Times, of that city in reply to Evan-
gelist Sam Jones’s intolerant abuse of all
who do not believe and practice as he
teaches that they should. The Major's
Jetter is such a manly rebuke to intoler-
ance of every kind that we give a few par-
agraphs from it:—

Suppose I should deny some of the dogmas, am
I to be denounced as contemptible ? What right
has a preacher to say on the public rostrun that he
has ¢ only contempt for such ?” Is such language
gentlemanly, befitting the lips of an ¢ ambassador
of heaven,” worthy of being recorded as the plead-
ings of a friend ? Is it not pure partisanship, gen-
uine impudence ? Does not the fellow who insuilts
his equals take advantage of his opportunities, and
degrade the liberty of the rostrum to the license of
a pot-house ?

The reign of ¢ Abusive -Christianity ” has been
most disgusting. It has attracted the crowd, which
always enjoys the humiliation of its kind. It has
loosened the mouths of coarse men, who falsely de-
clare that they “are called of God” to indulge filth
of speech. It has turned our holy Christianity into
buffoonery, and put it on a par with the circus and
the variety show ! Such degradation of the pre-
cious lessons and sweet teachings of Jesus of Naza-
reth is the disgrace of this last decade of the nine-
teenth century.

I admit that I have a soul tosave. I know that
there is a God, and I know that he is my heavenly
Tather. I know that my heavenly Father is de-
famed by those who, in order to frighten weak
men and timid women into a ‘ profession of re-
ligion,” make him a tyrant, a murderer, and an un-
relenting punisher of men and women who do not
accept the dogmas of these self-called declaimers,
I am as capable as they of understanding the will
of the Supreme, and I will go to the Judgment to
answer for myself and not for another. Iam glad
to have the advice of friends in matters spiritual as
1 am in matters temporal, but I want denunciations
in neither. No man has any more right to open his
vile jaws and denounce me for my religious belief
than he has to abuse me for my judgment in mak-
ing an investment in land or stocks. By my fruits

I am willing to be judged, and not by my profes.
sions of ‘‘belief.” Let my fellow-citizens look at
my daily life, but let them not bother their anxie-
ties about my beliefs,

I regret to say that ‘ Abusive Christianity ”” has
its counterpart in ‘“ Abusive Infidelity.” I know
that there are non-believers who talk about Chris-
tians in the same vile language as Sam Jones talks
about ‘‘sinners.” Itis a burning shame that this
is so. I have no patience to listen to men
who speak bitterly of those who hold differing
opinions of religion and moral duty. I turn away
from all who take delight in the humiliating of the
professors of Christianity. )

This reprehensible hatred of Christianity prompts
men to assail the Bible, and challenge proofs of its
authenticity. There is only partizanship insuch de-
nunciation. Those who believe the Scriptures are
so entitled, and must be protected in so doing;
those who refuse to believe have equal rights. It
is not proof ef activity of brain or of purity of
morals to enjoy boisterously all reflections upon
Christians or Christianity. To my mind, joy at the
sorrows of others is absolute proof of a very bad
heart.

The Disciples differed, and were rebuked by the
Master for their bigotry, The early Christians dif-
fered, and a council had to be called in Paul’s day
‘to settle those differences. The Jewish dispensa-
tion was set aside by reformers who took the name
of Christians. But difference of opinion is toler-
ated to-day only so far as the orthodox churches
differ among themselves. Thig is unreasonable and
un-American. Here we believe or disbelieve as we
prefer, and none can nip with hot pincers, scorch
with fagots or cast into dungecns. But ¢ Abus-
ive Christianity ” has taken the place of the Inquis-
ition and the flames of Smithfield. In the fear of
God we enter this protest against all such ostracism
and bigotry.

This is good common sense and algv
good religion. We know nothing of the
writer; he may be a Christian or he may
not, but he certainly has a better nnder-
standing of the principle of Christianity
than has any man who indulges in coarse
and bitter denunciations of his fellow-men
who differ from him in belief.

R S —

THE very worst enemy that this demo-
cratic form of Government can have is
that of paternalism, and it matters not as
to what form it may take, the principle is
destructive of the natural rights of man,
under government, because instead of
government becoming simply the pre-
gerver of the liberties of the people, it
assumes the prerogative of dictating to
the people what rights they shall or shall
not exercise, with regard to the govern-
ment, thus placing a difference between
the government and the people, in so far
as that instead of the people being the -
guardians of the government the govern-
meut evolutes into an entity separate from
the people and becomes the guardian and
protector of the people. Instead of the
government deriving its powers from the
consent of the governed, these powers are
taken from the governed and become part
of the government itself and held separate
and distinet from the people. This, of
gourse, is the foundation of every mon-
archial government in Europe, to-day, as
well ag of those of all antiquity.—Southern
Sentinel, Dallas, Texas.
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Religious Liberty Assoiation

DEGLARATION OF PRINGIPLES.

We believe in the religion taught by Jesus Christ,
We believe in temperance, and regard the liguor traffic as a
curse to gociety.
We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit-
tix‘xﬁ to its authority.
e deny the right of any civil government to legislate on re-
ligious questions,
e believe it is the right, and should be the privilege, of every

man to worship according to the dictates of his own conscience.

We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and hon-
orable means to prevent religious legislation by the civil gov-
ernment; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the ines-
timable blessings of both religious and civil liberty.

OFFICES:

43 Boxp S1., NEW YORK CITY.
219 5tH 8., 8. K, WasHiNaeToN, D, C.
28 CoLLRGE PLACE, CHIcAGO, ILL.
18 PosT ST., SANK FRANCISCO, CAL,
251 W. Ma1x St., BATTLE CREEK, MIOH,

PRESIDENT.
BECRETARY.

- - - -

C. ELDRIDGE,
W. A. COLCORD, - . -

‘WE have been creditably informed that
a petition is being quietly circulated in
Battle Creek, Michigan, to secure the
closing of stores on Sunday.

-

TaE women of all Protestant churches
in St. Paul, Minnesota, have begun a
movement against Sunday amusements.
. The first attack will be made upon the
Sunday theaters.

<
S -

A LOCAL organization to create senti-
ment favoring Sunday legislation was
formed at Du Quoin, Illinois, on May 10.
The pastor of the Christian Church was
.elected president, and all the other pastors
of the city, vice-presidents. Why not
elect a few common citizens if the matter
is wholly civil ?

-
.

O~ Sunday, May 24, two baseball clubs
attempted to play a game near Cincinnati,
Ohio, after they had received notice from
the police that it would not be allowed,
and after they had given their promise
not to play. Both nines were arrested,
and it'is said that the adventure will cost
them $1,600, besides fines and costs.

-
-—

Tur Christion Statesman credits Dr.
- John H, Barrows, of Chicago, with say-
ing that ¢ the greatest boon to the Amer-
~ ican workingman is the Sabbath, or rest

" day, which s the gift of American Chris-
tianity.” The Sabbath was instituted by
Jehovah at the creation, and all well in-
formed men know that the Sunday-rest
day is the gift of papal Christianity, so if
Dr. Barrows and the Christian Statesman
desire a rest day, which shall be the in-
dividual * gift of American Christianity ”
it.is evident that they will have to choose

still a third day out of the seven. This
ought to be definitely understood before
the political parties are asked to insert it
as a plank in their platforms at the nomi-
nating conventions next year.

-
.

A Sunday Law That Protects Snakes.

Birmingham, Ala., May 30, 1891.

EDITOR AMERICAN SENTINEL: Some
time ago, I was employed to defend in the
Criminal Court of this County a party, in-
dicted by the Grand Jury and charged
with shooting on Sunday. The evidence
substantially showed that the defendant
was the owner of a frame-building at
Blossburg, near this city; that he rented
this building to a family ; that on the
premises near the building—in the woods
—was a water-spring, which furnished
drink to the tenant and his family; that a
moccasin snake was in the habit of crawl-
ing near the spring, thus frightening any
person who desired to drink. Complaint
was frequently made to the defendant
about ‘‘His Snakeship,” so, one Sunday
morning (the only time he could leave his
work), he takes his gun, goes to the spring,
watches for the dangerous reptile and then
deliberately kills it. On cross-examina-

tion, the defendant was asked why he did

not use a stick, and his reply was that he
had previously done so, but it was unsuc-
cessful except to frighten the snake away
temporarily.

I argued that the defendant was per-
fectly justified in killing the reptile, but
the Court fined the defendant $10 and
costs—aggregating about $40 to $50.

Yours truly,
: Rica’p H. Fries.

-
<+

Why | Have Not Sighed the Petition

for Sunday Closing of the World’s Fair.

[Translated from Le Citoyen Franco-dmericain.]

Breoavusk I believe 'in religious liberty.

Because I believe that all religious leg-
islation is opposed to religious liberty.

Because I am opposed to all religious

rites and institutions being made obliga-.

tory by law.

Because I believe the State can only
legislate in the relations of man with man,
and not in the relations of man with God;
and the commandment says it ‘‘is the
Sabbath of the Lord thy God.”

Because I consider this appeal to law as
tending toward a union of Church and
State, and that it would soon open wide
the gates to religious legislation and in-
tolerance.

Because religious legislation delivers
religion to the mercy of the majority;
and the majority has no right to decide
the religious belief of the minority.

Because the basis of liberty is the right
to be of a different opinion, and that right
should be held sacred. :

" Because I detest that charity which

would destroy liberty, and because the

fruits -of the gospel are abundant where
there is religious liberty.

Because I wish this ‘“land of the free”
to be presgerved from the malefic influence
of the religious tyranny which has made
so many nations of the Old World suffer.

Because I believe that religious legisla-
tion is subversive of civil liberty as much
as of religious, and that it constitutes a
like danger to the State and to the
Church.—The false union kills the true.

Because the State can not make Chrig-
tians; whenever it has undertaken it, it
has been the ruin of nations.

Because I believe all men are created
equal, and that consequently they have
the same right as I to worship God ac-
cording to the dictates of their own con-
sciences.

Because in conformity to the Golden
Rule I am disposed to accord to each one
the same rights that I claim for myself.

ARaus.
Irench Protestant College.

<>

“Songs of Freedom.”

TriS choice collection of Religious Lib-
erty Songs is now ready. Sixty-four pages
was the size first contemplated, but so
much excellent matter came in that the
size was changed to ninety-six pages, with
prices at 30 cents, paper covers; 40 cents,
boards; and 50 cents, flexible cloth, And
still it grew, until it reached one hundred

and twenty pages, upon which it was

finally decided to issue the book in but
two styles of binding, with prices as fol-
lows: Heavy card-board manilla, with -
cloth joints, 35 cents; flexible cloth, with
cloth joints, 50 cents. In lots of twenty
or more, 5 cents less per copy. Postage or
expressage prepaid. ’

This work cannot fail to please all lovers
of civil and religious liberty, and the price
is exceedingly low for the size of the book
and the quality of its contents.

Address all orders to the National Re-
ligious Liberty Association, 267 W. Main-
St., Battle Creek, Mich.

THE Treasurer of the National Religious
Liberty Association, W. H. Edwards, re-
ceived the following communication from
a gentleman who, though busily engaged
in the manufacture of brick and tile, not
only finds time, but has an inclination to
enlighten his Christian brethren on the
important subject of civil and religious
liberty and the dangers of religious legis-
lation. The letter reads of follows:—

‘West Sunbury, Pa., March 12, 1891.

Mr. W. H. EDWARDS—Dear Sir: Last October I
sent you one dollar to have my name enrolled as a
member of the National Religious Liberty Associa-
tion, for which I have your receipt dated October
28. Therefore I hope you will entrust me with leaf-
lets and literature for distribution. I think I could
do a good work in the Presbyterian Church of
which I am a member. I was a subscriber to THE
AMERICAN SENTINEL in Oakland,-and ever since,
and approve its teachings, all but.its leaning toward
the seventh-day Sabbath. I shall look for litera-
ture. : ‘
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DO YOU
USE A FOUNTAIN PEN?

Then you need the COMBINED INK
BOTTLE AND PEN FILLER, consisting
of a bottle holding ink sufficient to fill a
pen 8 or 10 times, with a Patent Rubber
Cork and Filler, all inclosed in a neab
wooden cagse with a screw top, making
the safest, most complete, compact, and
convenient article for the use of travel-
ing men and others now extant. Weighs
when filled with ink less than three
ounces.

2b¢.
50c.

Imitation Rose-wood case,
Real Box-wood, ¢

-Bent post-paid on receipt of price.
Address,

PACIFIC PRESS PUB. CO,,

43 Boxp STREET, NEW YORK.
OR OAXLAND, CAL. .

SAFETY PENCIL POCKET

, serviceable. They perfectly secure
pen or pencil in the pocket, 8o that it cannot fall
out when stooping. Can be easily and safely at-
tached to any part of the clothing. A small invest-
ment_will prevent the loss of a valuable pen or

Nea{;,'ghea,

mcil.*
pe PRICES.

gg; é Russls.‘l‘eather, 1!3r g pens %gcc
No. 3 & metal back, 2 pens, 1bc.
No. 4 ¢ “ 3« Ac.
No. § Sealskin, for & pens, 15c.
No % Rusel ‘t:hs ford .
No. ? Russia Leather, for 4 pens C.
No. 8 Sealskin, T 4w 4oc.

Sent by mgjl on rgicei t %f price. nfe uaé)mslitgf
hese pockets superior jm dvery particular -
%a?’sgtgﬁ:s forme?le sold and sfal?offered at much
higher prices. Address,
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
43 Bonp STREET. NEW YORK.

Or OARLAND, CAL.

DO YOU WANT

BEST ATLAS

PUBLISHED ?

Ir 80 SeExD TO US FoR

This Atlas contains thirty-three im-
perial quarto maps, 12 x 14 inches, and
an index of 20,000 geographical names,
so arranged as to show the latitude and

longitude of each place named and the

number of the map on which it will be
found., . .

This Atlas is a most attractive volume,
and is by far the cheapest fine Atlas ever
published. Dr. A. T. Pierson, in Mis-
stonary Review, says of it:—

“In convenient folio form at the amazlngll& low

rice of one dollar. We recommend all students

place on their tables for

Sepant e e I
a8 ous X wi )&

to find any city or town or district,” caad

We wﬂl send this Atlas prepaid to any
address in the United States or Canada
for $1.25. .

Address, PACIFIC PRESS,
43 Bonp STREXT, NEW YORK'

HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED
For the

YOUNG PEOPLE'S LIBRARY?

Others appreciate the value of the books issued in the *“ YOUNG PEOPLE’S
LIBRARY ” geries. Have YOU secured its igsues for
- your children to read?

THE FIRST SERIES,

Or set of six books, bound in cloth, and put up in a neat box, is now ready. This
set should be in every Sabbath school library in the land. Can you not do some-
thing to assist in the circulation of good reading for the young ? Read

What Prominent Religious Papers Say of These Books.

FIJI AND SAMOA.

The book is full of interest from the first
page to the last, and one that will amply re-
pay perusal. It is handsomely printed and
bound, and the illustrations, fifteen in num-
ber, are very good and add to the interest of
the book, which is creditable both to the au-
thor and to the publishers, as well as a speci-
men of good book making.—Christian ot
Work.

JACK THE CONQUEROR.

1t is a good little book to put into the hands
of boys. The spirit and pluck of a right-
minded lad battling successfully against diffi-
culties are weil depicted.—T he Independent.

THE TONGA ISLANDS.

This book gives more general information
regarding these islands and inhabitants than
we have found in any other work. It is worth
reading carefully by both old and young.—
Christian Oracle.

Letters From the Holy Land.

These letters are Just as one cultured friend
would write to another at home of the inci-
dents and scenes that interestedrhim. They
are graphic, interesting, and full of instruc-
tion concerning Bastern manners and cus-
toms, and will help to give a fuller under-
standing of the Scriptures. The book has
enjoyed a wide popularity, and this handsome
new edition should meet with no less favor.
It contains quite a number of illustrations, all
of which are excellent.—Christian at Work.

SAVONAROLA.

It is a pleasant, popularly written account
of the career of the great revivalist and mar-
tyr. There always i3 a public for such a
bhook as this, dealing, as it does, with events
as historically fateful as they were romantic,
and it will do good.—T'he Congregationalist.

Among the Northern lcebergs.

This book is a compilation and vigorous
condensation of the voluminous history of
Aretic exploration, particularly of Captain
Richard Perry’s recent volume. It answers
the purposes of a brief popular sketch very
well.—T he Independent.

Every volume contains choice, wholesome, instruetive reading, and, while
designed for the young, it will be equally interesting to every member of the
family. Each volume hags 160 pages, is fully illustrated and substantially bound
in fine colored cloth, handsomely embossed in jet and gold.

The following numbers comprise the first series:—

I. Jottings From the Pacific, No. | .—Fiji and Samoa.’
2. Jack the Conqueror.
3. Savonarola, the Florentine Martyr. -

4. Jottings From the Pacific, No. 2.—The Tonga Islands
and other Groups.

Letters From the Holy Land.
Among the Northern lcebergs.

5.
6.

The set of six volumes, in cloth, in a neat box, sent post-paid, for $8.00.

Address PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING (0.,
Or, Oakland, Cal. ) 43 BoND STREET, NEW YoRK,

The Nonsuch Professor,

IN HIS MERIDIAN SPLENDOR.

By WiLLiam SECKER (Puritan).

With an introduction by THEo. L. CUYLER, D. D. Price, post-
Pa'ida $ ' l°°l

TESTIMONIALS.

It is a mine of sparkling gems.”—Presbyterian Observer.

““ A sheaf of golden grain, ripened by grace, and sweet with the flavor of
rare simplicity and holy wisdom.”—New York Observer. ’

‘It is a searching book.”—Christian Intelligencer.

‘“This is a wonderful book. At whatever page you open it, your eye lights
upon pithy aphorisms that combine the sententiousness of Benjamin Franklin,
with the sweet, holy savor of Samuel Rutherford. It contains hundreds of
bright seed thoughts.”—REev. T. L. Cuyler, D. D.

Address, PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING:ICO.,

43 Bonp STREET, NEW_YORK CITy.

GOOD HEALTH,

The popular health journal conducted by
J. H, XELLOGG, M. D.,

Contains the following departments: General Ar~
ticles, devoted to practical hygiene and popular
medical papers; The Home Gymnasium, an illus-
trated department of physical culture; Dress, which
opposes extreme notions, but advocates rational
dress-reform ; Soeial Purity, conducted in the in-
terest of all that pertains to the moral urity of the
individual, the home, and society; Medical ¥rauds,
containing reports of the results of recent and orig-
inal investigations of the nature and composition
of secret nostrums, and the methods of secret sys-
tems of medical treatment, Editorial, and A Doc-
tor’s Chats with His Patients, combine a rich va-
riety of hygienic tidbits representing latest scien-
tific thought and racy discussions of live medical
topics, new ideas in medical philosophy, new the-
ories of disease, etc.; and Household Science
wherein Mrs, J. H. Kellogg gives the readers of
Goop HEALTH the benefit of her years of exper-
ience in Hygienie Cookery. The publishers offer
the following premium to new subscribers:

The Household Monitor of Health,

A new and valuable work of 400 pages. Price of
Goop HEALTH, $1.00 a year, With Premium Book,
$1.37. Address,

468D HEALTM PUB. 0., Battlo Creck, Mick.

IS THE PAPACY IN PROPHECY ?

BY THE

Rev. Thomas W. Haskins, M. A.,
Rector Christ Church, Los Angeles. Cal.
§

The above is the title of a treatise writtem by
the author at the request of the Ministerial Union
of Los Angeles, California. It grew out of a dis-
cussion upon the present aspectand aims of the
Roman Catholic Church in the United States, the
author taking the ground that the rise, progress,
present and future condition of the temporal
power known as the Papacy, or Vaticanism, is
outlined in the prophecies of Holy Scriptures
with sufficient accuracy to determine what the
“Papacy * is, and what is to be its future devel-
opment and ultimate end,

PareEr COVERS, 25 CENIS.
Crotr CovVERs, 60 Cenrs.
Mailed, post-paid, on receipt of price,

Address, 5
Pacific Press Publishing Co.,
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK}
127H & CASTRO STS., OAKLAND, CALL., ¢
Or, LOS ANGELES CHURCHMAN, 85 Caiifornia
Bank Building, Los Angeles, Cal.

PENSIONS

The Disability Bill is a Law.
SOLDIERS DISABLED SINCE THE WAR ARE ENTITLED.
Dependent widows and parents now dependent
whose sons died from effects of army service are
included. If you wish your claim speedily and suc-

el SHRES TANNER,

ess
Late Commissioner of Pensions, WAsHINGTON D.C.

A\ A pamphlet of information and ab-
stract of the lawsg, showing How to,
Obtain Patents, Caveats, Trade,
Marks, Copyrights, sent free. /8
h\ Address MUNN & CO.
361 Broadway,
> New York.

Evening Line by the Picturesque
Hudson.
STEAMERS BALDWIN AND ROMER.

To Kingston, and the Catskill Mountains, leaving
New York daily, except Sundays, at 4:00 p, M.,
from pier 46, foot of West 10th street; and
Rondout, dally, except Saturday, at 6:00 p. M.
Saturday steamer leaves New York at 1:00 p. M, -
These Steamers are under the management
of, and sailed by, their owners. Comfort and
safety assured, comfortable staterooms, excellent
meals, and an opportunity to view the grand-
est river scenery in the world, in the setting sun,
and by moonlight. "
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Nore.— Any one receiving the AMERICGAN SENTINEL without
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some
friend, unless plainly marked “Sample copy.”™ It is our invari
able rule to send out no papers without pay in advance, except
by special arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered
the SenTINEL neéd have no fears that they will be asked to pay
for it simply because they take it from the post-office.

TrE General Synod of the  Reformed
Presbyterian Church, in session at Pitts-
burg, has adopted by a vote of one hun-
dred and twenty to sixteen, the Pittsburg
memorial characterizing the action of the
seven young ministers in voting at an
election as a ‘‘heinous sin and scandal.”
>

TaE Standard Oil Company has decided
to discontinue pumping on the Ohio fields
on Sundays. The reason for this action
does not seem to be known by the public;
it may be to limit production, and again
it may be to reduce Sunday work out of
respect for the day; the former, however,
seems the more probable as the Standard
Qil - Company has never figured promi-
nently as a corporation governed by great
moral ideas.

—

‘WE print on another page of this paper
“ A Catechism on Religious Liberty,”
which contains much food for reflection.
As no answers are given to the questions,
each reader can answer them for himself.
The writer, Mr. Frank W. Howe, 76
Fuller Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan, in-
vites correspondence upon any or all of
the questions in the catechism. In writ-
ing to him about specific questions the
numbers should be given.

Y
-

ON another page we print a lefter from
‘g lawyer in Alabama, giving, without
comment, the facts relative to a case
wherein the defendant was adjudged
guilty of a violation of the Sunday law of
that State. The Alabama statute pro-
vides that ‘

Any person who . . . engages in shooting, hunt-
ing, ga ing, card-playing, or racing on that day
[Sunday], . . must, for the first offense, be
fined not less than ten nor more than twenty dol-
lars, and, for any subsequent offense, must be fined
not less than twenty nor more than one hundred
~ dollars, and may also be imprisoned in the county

jail, or sentenced to hard labor for the county, for
not more than three months.

The fine imposed therefore in this case
was the minimum, which shows that the
Court did not regard the offense as a
grave one, It is evident that in this as
in almost every such case, a bad law was
used as a means 6f venting petty spite, of
getting even on some neighborhood quar-
rel, or of gratifying religious bigotry and
“intolérance. Alabama would do well
either to employ a Saint Patrick to expel
“all the shakes from the State or else repeal

her Sunday law. The latter would be

the easier and decidedly the better plan.
Kven if the last snake were dead, bigotry
would still live, and warmed by Sunday
and other religious laws, it is sure to de-
velop a venom more deadly than any ever
stored in the fangs of a Southern moc-

casin.
——————— el e

ReceENT advices from London state that
the Czar, in responding to a personal ap-
peal made by aun exalted persomage oun
behalf of the Jews in Russia, said he was
determined to continue his measures of
Jewish repression with a view to a solu:
tion of the Jewish question. The Jews
themselves, the Czar said, had forced this
policy. There had never beena Nihilist
plot hatched in which they were not con-
cerned, and they actively engaged in prop-
agating subversive movements,

T

Rev. Dr. Hickwanw, of Reading, Penn-
sylvania, is reported to have said in a late

Sunday-law meeting :—

The Sunday paper is the most prominent paper.
1 take a Philadelphia daily paper, but not the Sun-
day edition. If you want a paper that is worth
anything you must take o paper that publishes a
Sunday edition.

We would kindly call the attention of
the Mail and Hxpress, of this city, to this
opinion, and also volunteer the informa-
tion that in our opinion this is just as true
of New York papers as it is of Philadel-
phia papers.

e :

On the afternoon of May 31, the Metro-
politan Museum of Art, in this city, was
open to the general .public for the first
time on Sunday. Over ten thousand peo-
ple availed themselves of the privilege
thus afforded, a large majority of whom
had evidently never visited the Museum
before. Nearly all the visitors belonged
to the better class of working people,
people of a good degree of intelligence
but of little leisure, and they seemed to
be happy in their new enjoyment. It
was,” says the Sumn, ‘““a good-natured
crowd, as became the occasion. It trod on
its own toes with impunity and laughed.
Tt talked freely and confidingly with itself,
and told of its personal enjoyments and
troubles.” HEverytbing passed off very
pleasantly, and the press of the city was
nearly unanimous in declaring Sunday
opening of the Musenm a grand success.

) —_—

IN a recent Sunday-law meeting in
Reading, Pennsylvania, the Sunday paper
came in for the usual amount of denunci-
ation. The meeting was héld in the First
Reformed Church. The discussion was
opened by Rev. Dr. Orrick, who argued
that the less men observe Sunday as a
holy day the more they became parts of
great machines put into operation by big
corporations, and if they did not move
with the rest of the machinery they would
be crushed. A young man, a member of

his class, said he wanted to keep his store -

closed on Sunday, buf certain customers

said that they were in the habit of meet-
ing there on Sunday, getting their cigars -
there, and talking over matters, and if he
didn’t open on Sunday they would patron-
ize somebody else. ‘‘He didn’t keep open
on Sunday,” said the speaker, ‘‘butl for-
tunately he had o good trade during the
week.” What the young man would have
done the next Sunday had his trade during
the week been poor we are not informed:
we are, however, left to suppose that it
would have materially altered the case;
hence the urging of -the demand for en-
forced Sunday closing that this man and
others similarly situated may not be sub-
jected to temptation.

-
-

I1 is wonderful how the Sunday-law ad-
vocates cling to the delusion,—that is, if
they are deluded,—that they are doing a
great favor to the helpless workingman,
in keeping inviolate his day of rest, as if
he would be simply a slave without their
humane intervention. But the true status
of the workingmen, who have reduced
striking to a system, is portrayed in the
following declaration regarding the Sun-
day opening of the Metropolitan Museum
in this eity :—

It is further urged against this petition and in
behalf of the working classes that the Sunday
opening will tend to make Sunday another day of
labor. To this the New York workingman replies
that he is prepared to prevent any such intrusion
on his rights, As he is now able to determine the
number of hours he shall labor a day, so can he
also determine the number of days he shall labor
in the week. 4

And the simple truth of the matter is,
the plea of the workingman’s need is only
a cat's-paw to get what they want them-
selves. Has not the Catholic Review
aptly said, :

They are hypocrites in their pretense of consulting

the workingmen’s comfort and pleasure, for were

not Christianity an element in the problem the
poor workingman might work half the night and

live on grass for all they cared ?

When their scheme is fully exposed, and
the workingmen’s declarations will soon
do that, they will drop their mask and
say boldly that it is a religious Sunday-
Sabbath they want and are determined to
have. -

The National Reformers read, ‘“ Whoso-
ever believeth not shall be damned;” and
being satisfied in their own minds that
true belief means their theology only,
they are riot willing to wait for the pun-
ishment to begin in God’s time, but would
enjoy taking the executing of it into
their own hands now.
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