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THE chairman of the General Commit-
tee on Religious Congresses of the World’s
first Parliament of Religions has given
for publication a general programme of
the sessions of the parliament, which con-
tinue from Monday, September 11 to
Wednesday, September 27. The influ-
ence which this agsemblage of religionists
will have on the formation and advance-
ment of a generally accepted religious
formality throughout the world, will make
the convening of this parliament one of
the marked events in the world’s history.

TrE first day is to be set apart for ad-
dresses ofwelcome and fraternal fellowship.
The subject for the second day is ‘‘ God,”
in history,in the theistic teachings of the
various historic faiths, in modern science
and modern theistic thought,—with a
presentation of the doctrines and history
of the Catholic Church.

The third day the subject is to be
*¢ Man,”—his nature, dignity, imperfec-
tion, place in the universe, nature of life,
spirituality, immortality and perfectibil-
ity ;—various views of future life, human
brotherhood, relations and duties to God.
In the morning, afternoon, and evening,
regpectively, the Christian Church (Church
of the Disciples), the New Jerusalem
Church, and the Jewish Church, are to
present their doctrines and history.

—_——

TrE Hebrews have accepted an oppor-
tunity to be heard in the Congress with
satisfaction and have organized their
committees of preparation already. In
the report of a meeting of prominent
Hebrews, from all over the United States,
called at Chicago to arrange and perfect
plans, it is said:—

An appeal will be sent out stating that since the
existence of their religion, no such opportunity
has ever been extended to the Hebrew to set him-
pelf right before the world, and that the time is

opportune to correct many grievous migconcep-
tions regarding Judaism. A committee was ap-
pointed to name the speakers and the subjects for
discussion. ‘

These subjects have not yet been pub-
lished. It would be a dramatic incident,
indeed, if some Rabbi, full of the beauties,
glories, and terrors, of Sinaitic lore would
give an exposition of the fourth command-
ment.

THE subject for the fourth day is
“Religion HEssentially Characteristic of
Humanity,” as shown by, and in the
essential expression of the relations be-
tween God and man,—the supreme end
and office of religion,—religion and reli-
gious worship represented by various
faithg,—religion as distinguished from
moral life,—spiritual forces in human
progress, and certainties in religion. The
United Brethren Church presents its his-
tory and doctrine in the morning and the
Reformed Episcopal in the afternoon.

The fifth day is to be occupied with the
consideration of ‘‘Systems of Religion,”
—importance of the serious study of all
systems of religion,—rules and conditions
of such a study,—history and present
state of the study,—dead religions and
what they have bequeathed,—to what de-
gree has each religion justified the God
of all the earth in the historic evolutions
of the race,—the vital, practical, defi-
ciencies of each religion; these deficiencies
to be set forth in each case by some repre-
sentative of the religion discussed. In
the morning of this day the doctrines of
the Universalist Church are to be set
forth and in the evening the Jewish
Church has the time again.

[SUSEENS EESN

TuE study for the sixth day is *“Sacred

Books of the World,”—the sacred books
ag literature,—religion interpreted by the
poets,~—what the Jewish, Christian, and
other sacred literatures have wrought for
mankind,—the penitential psalms of all
races a revelation of common needs. The
Unitarian Church in the morning and
afternoon, and once more the Jewish
Church in the evening.

The seventh day of the session, Sunday,
September 17, the subject is *‘Religion
and the Family,”—the marriage bond,—
education of children — the religious
home,—need of a religious rest-day. In

the afternoon and evening the Presbyte-
rian Church presents its doctrines.

PFrom this it will be seen that the ex-
hibit of religions is not to be closed on
any day of the week, but continues with-
out rest or cessation throughout the
seventeen days. To be independent of
the Sunday closing of the Fair, the meet-
ings are all to be held in the new Art
Palace on the lake front.

THE subject for the eighth day is ¢“ The
Religious Leaders of Mankind,” the in-
carnation idea,—incarnations claimed by
different religions, their history and
worth,—the sympathy of religions.

The ninth day, ‘“Religion in its Rela-
tions to the Natural Sciences and to Arts
and Letters,”—can the knowledge of re-
ligion be scientific *—how philosophy and
the natural sciences can give aid to the
science of religion,—how the science of
religion gives aid to other sciences,—re-
ligion and music. The Evangelical As-
gociation presents its doctrines in the
morning, the Friends Church in the after-
noon, and the Protestant Episcopal Church
in the evening. .

THE tenth day the subject will be ‘‘ Re-
ligion in its Relation to Morals,”—essen-
tial oneness of ethical ideas among all
men,—agnostic notions of conscience,
duty and right,—relations of religion to
the chastening and perfecting of human
nature,—ethical systems and ethical types
produced by various historic faiths,—dif-
ferent schemes for the restoration of
fallen or faulty man,—general belief in
the need of vicarious sacrifices. Morn-
ing, afternoon and evening the Protest-
ant Episcopal Church continues the pres-
entation of its doctrine and history.

‘‘Religion and Social Problems” occupy
the eleventh day with a discussion of
religion and labor,—religion and wealth,
roligion and purity,—religion and tem-
perance,—purity, the erring and criminal
classes,—comparative benefits conferred
upor woman by the different religions.
The Reformed Church in the United
States presents its doctrines in the morn-
ing and afternoon.

THE twelfth day is given to a congid-
eration of ‘‘Religion and Civil Society,”
—love of country,—observance of low,—
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loyalty to institutions and rulers,— perils

of great cities,—is present day religion
adequate to meet the requirements and
dangers of modern life?

The evening will be occupied with a
presentation of the religious mission and
needs of the African race; in the morn-
ing, the African Methodist KEpiscopal
Church; in the afternoon, the Orthodox
Friends. -

The thirteenth day °‘Religion and the
Love of Mankind,” the fraternity of
peoples,—duties of European and Ameri-
can nations toward China,—international
justice and amity,—arbitration instead of
war,—religious mission of HEnglish-speak-
ing nations. Morning, afterncon, and
evening, the Society of Christian En-
deavor presents its history and work.

The fourteenth day of the session, Sun-
day, the 24th, ‘‘The Present Religious
Condition of Christendom,”—what reli-
gion has wrought for America. In the
afternoon the Society of Christian En-
deavor again occupies the time, and in
the evening, the Evangelical Church of
North America. A

The subject for the fifteenth day is
““Religious Reunion of Christendom,”—
its desirability, principles, obstacles, and
encouragements.

In the morning the Evangelical Church
of North America continues its presen-
tation, and the afternoon is given to the
Swedish Evangelical Mission Covenant in
America.

On the sixteenth day the entire range of
thought is brought to a focus in the con-
sideration of ‘The Religious Union of
the Whole Human Family,”—the world’s
religious debt to Asia, Europe and Amer-
ica,—and the points of contact and con-
trast between the different religions dis-
closed by the conference.

The Baptist Church occupies the day
for the presentation of doctrine.

The subjects for consideration the sev-
enteenth and last day sum up the whole
matter, ‘‘Elements of Religion as recog-
nized and set forth in the Different His-
toric Faiths,”—‘ Characteristics of the
Ultimate Religion,”—what is the center
of the coming religious unity of mankind ?

Immediately following this will be the
Missionary Congresses, the Congresses of
the HEvangelical Alliance and other reli-
gious organizations. Farther time is also
to be given to denominations not assigned
to the period of the parliament for the
presentation of doctrine and history.

FroM a human and intellectual stand-
point, the consecutive and cumulative
plan of the subjects to be treated in this
parliament are remarkably adapted to
attain the end sought, that is a consensus

of thought and opinion upon a common -

center for the establishment of a univer-
sal man-made religion. That which is
. expressed here is a philosophic religion.
The coming religious unity of mankind,
according to this, will be a philosophy,
and not the gospel of the Son of God by
whom alone there is eternal life, and
through whom only we may keep the
commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus.

This is not true religion, but it is full
of a lofty enthusiasm. It is the highest
development of self-worship to which the
human mind has yet attained. It is
the flowering of the religio-philosophic
thought of the ages. It is the realization
of the dream of the Indian Emperor,
when twenty centuries ago he called to-

gether the magi from all the then known
world to his city of Patalipootra. In this
age they will do well to emulate the free
spirit of King Piyadasa who enjoined
upon all in their discussions and lives to
revere their own religion and abstain from
reviling others. As a lineal delegate
from this ancient Parliament of Religions,
the Buddha Gaya-Maha-Bodhi Society of
Calcutta sends its Secretary. If “the
mystic white-robed Buddhist represents
faithfully the thought that has come
down to him through the centuries it
would be interesting indeed to hear his
views upon ‘‘The Observance of Law”
in reference to ‘‘The Need of a Religious
Rest-day.” Will this last Parliament of

Religions remember and advocate the

brotherhood of man, or only the sister-
hood of religions? w. H. M.

Ought to Be Left Free.

THE utter confusion of ideas that pre-
vails in the minds of many relative to
the teaching of the Scriptures concerning
Sunday, is well illustrated by the follow-
ing reference made by the Boston Sun-
day Herald, to a petition presented by the
Sunday Protective League of Massachu-
setts to the Railroad Commission asking
that the railroads of that State be re-
stricted in the matter of Sunday trains:—

Under any construction of the Mosaic law of
Sunday observance, the running of trains is an
offense which should not be tolerated.

It ought to be understood by everybody
that there is no such thing as any *‘ Mo-
saic law of Sunday observance.”
is a day entirely unknown to the Serip-
tures by that name, and is wholly un-
known to the Bible except as one of the
six working days. The only law for its
observance 1s that part of the fourth com-
mandment which says, ‘“Six days shalt
thou labor.” This includes Sunday. But
this is the very way in which the Sunday
Protective League of Massachusetts, and
every other Sunday league in the world,
is determined the day shall not be ob-
served.

But while the Herald does not appar-
ently have a doubt of the application of
the divine law to Sunday, it does not think
it necessary, nor even wise to arbitrarily
forbid work upon that day. It says:—

It is eminently desirable, both upon moral and
sanitary, as well as upon religious grounds, that
those who are in constant active employment
should be accorded a day of rest, and we imagine
that corporations as well as private individuals hav-
ing persons in their employ arrange, with rare ex-
ceptions, that this shall be secured. It is com-
monlg the case that this is granted on Sunday, not
only because of divire injunction, but also because
of greater convenience. But a plan of allotting
work as to time which would serve its purpose
under the conditions as they existed some hun-
dreds or thousands of years ago, and in sparsely
settled communities, has little applicability to
modern times, and-to our densely populated cities.

Growing bolder, the Herald continues:—

There is an inconsistency to many of the peti-
tions that have been advanced having for their
alleged purpose the suppression of Sunday work.
Thus it is urged that Sunday newspapers should
be prohibited, and yet the greater part of the work
upon a Sunday newspaper is performed before 12
o’clock Saturday night, and it is the Monday news-
papers, against which anathema has not been de-
clared, that calls chiefly for work during the
twenty-four hours of each Sunday. As far as we
remember, the only city in this country where the
people have been in any way consistent on this
newspaper question is in San Francisco, where
years ago, though not recently, the morning news-
papers appeared every morning except Monday
moming, although, curiously enough, this at the
time was a city where the ordinary observance of

Sunday-

Sunday was as little regarded as in any munici
pality within our pational borders.

Having unearthed one inconsistency in
the matter of enforced Sunday rest, our
Boston contemporary continues :—

Another instance of inconsistency in these peti-
tions is found in the fact that the defenders of a
Sunday rest do not seem to have included the
street car service within the scope of their condem-
nation. With the steam railroads there is a de-
cided difference between the number of trains run
upon week days and those run upon Sunday; in
fact, on some of the roads the Sunday trains are
run at embarrassingly infrequent intervals. But
the street car service is substantially the same on
Sundays as it is upon other days, and we dare say
that on pleasant Sundays in summer the number of .
cars in service is greater than during the week
days. To ask that these should be prohibited—and
this is what consistency would require—would
bring out into strong relief—we will not say the
absurdity, but the impossibility of such a demand.

In view of the difficulties which sur-
round the question of Sunday regulation,
the Herald concludes that—

the rule that should be laid down by the authori-
ties in acting upon matters of this kind is the sens-
ible one that all productive work, or work that
may be termed incidental to production, might be
rightly prohibited, and we would include also the
sale and purchase of merchandise when the latter
operations were not essential to the immediate wel-
fare of society—such as the sale of food. But even
this line should be drawn with broad liberality, so
as not to interfere with the comfort and well-being
of the people. Sunday in this way would be made
to serve men as a day of rest and reasonable recrea-
tion. But while such a construction would pre-
vent the opening of workshops and wholesale and
retail stores for purposes of trade, and would also
put an embargo upon the general running of freight
trains on Sunday, it would prohibit the carrying
of passengers either by steam or street cars.

This is not bad from the standpoint of
one who believes in paternalism in gov-
ernment; butthe Herald, without seeming
t0 see its own inconsistency, proceeds to
show that even thislimited regulation of
railroads is not necessary. It says:—

This is in effect the limitation that the railroads
already observe. They run no more trains on
Sunday than the proper convenience of their pa-
trons require, and the special trains which are run
upon Sundays during the summer months—a serv-
ice that the protestants before the railroad com-
missioners ask to be cut off as constituting ¢‘ cheap
and coarse excursions ’—give in the main a pleas-
urable, healthy and reasonable change to many
thousands of people who could not otherwise find
the time to thus enjoy themselves. The railroad
companies run a few trains on Sundays to distant
points such as Chicago, New York, Portland and
the like, but the other Sunday trains that they run
are intended almost entirely for suburban travel,
and afford opportunities for transportation which
could not be cut off without serious detriment to
all -classes of our people, church-goers as well as
others. We should say that if there was any fault
to be found with the railroad companies with re-
spect to their surburban train service on Sunday, it
was that they did not run quite as many trains as
the convenience of their patrons required, and that
any change made should be in the direction of im-
proving in this respect their facilities. There has

been very little desire shown on their ‘part to set

Sunday rules at defiance, for most of the new trains
that have been put on have been so placed at the
earnest solicitation of those who were regularly to
use them.

The argument is that there are now no
more Sunday trains than there should be
because there are no more than are re-
quired to meet the demands of the patrons
of the roads. This amounts to about this,
namely, that the people should be per-
mitted to do as they please upon Sunday
—in the matter of using steam and street
cars. This is correct; bus why in that
more than in other matters? Why limit
any legitimate business upon any day?
The whole thing resolves itself into this:
If Sunday is a sacred day, and if it is the
duty of the State to see that it is sacredly
regarded by the people, then no consider-
ations of convenience ought to enter into
the matter at all, But if no such obliga-
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tion rests upon the State, then every man
ought to be left free to spend the day as
he sees fit, There is absolutely no reason
why it should be, so far as the law is con-
cerned, different from other days. The
only reason that it is different is that it is
by many regarded as a religious day; but
that is a reason with which the State
ought to have nothing to do. The people
ought to be left just as free in the mat-
ter of Sunday observance as in all other
religious practices. C. P. B,

<

The Church and the World.

[The following reprint is from the New Zealand
Herald, Auckland, New Zealand. This article is
very interesting as showing a movement towards
Church union and religious centralization, in ad-
vance of the great effort which is to be made for
that end in the international religious council at
the World’s Fair. ]

UnpER the above heading your corres-
pondent of the 11th instant commends the
organization of the Council of Churches
in Victoria, and in high praise recom-
mends a similar organization for New
Zealand, and inquires ‘‘which of the
Protestant churches in Auckland will be
first to take the lead?” To all of which
we wish to offer our solemn protest, and
call the attention of your readers to a few
of the dangers of such an organization,
and to the fact that the first Protestant
church that moves forward in this direc-
tion will be the first to step down from
the exalted platform of Protestantism,
““the Bible, and the Bible alone, and the
entire freedom of the individual con-
science to receive or reject its teaching,”
to the position of the papist, ¢ the minis-
try and the ecclesiastical council.”

In the Victorian Council each church is
t0 be represented in proportion to its num-
bers, and the primary object of the coun-
cil, it is stated, is ‘‘to review the various

olitical measures as they are brought
orward and judge them by a moral stand-
ard. If they decided that any proposed
measure is morally right, the churches
will support it; if not, they will oppose it
with all their united strength.” In other
words, we have the spectacle of ministers
of Jesus Christ, commissioned only to
preach the word of God to the people,
forming themselvesinto a political caucus,
and instituting a religious boycott against
any party or measure not in harmony
with the mind of the council. Is thisa
proper use for the ministry to make of
the influence given them by their call to
the gospel minigtry? Is an ecclesiastical
union any better than a secular union?
Is an ecclesiastical boycott any holier
than any other boycott? For shame!
Have the ministry forgotten the statement
of Christ, that his ‘“‘kingdom is not of
this world;” and that, “ye know that
they which are accounted to rule over the
Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and
their great ones exercise authority upon
them; but so shall it not be among you”?
And so it is not among the ministers of
Jesus Christ when they are attending to
their ministry.

Persuading men, preaching the Word
faithfully, accompanied by the power of
the Holy Spirit,—these are the agencies,
and the only agencies for good, put into
the hands of t%e ministry of God. But
in all ages, as the ministry have neglected
~ these, have they sought for civil power,
and obtained and used it, not for holy
ends, but to most unholy. Men who might
once have been able to have given sound
counsel upon moral questions, because of

their relations to God, become hard, ex-
acting, tyrannical agents of Satan to en-
force by civil power the dogmas of their
councils, and to anathematize every hon-
est dissenter.

These councils will not stop with boy-
cotting political movements not to their
minds, which is a sufficient evil; they
will legislate upon religious matters, and
demand the enforcement of religious ‘in-
stitutions by civil power, and require that
offenders be properly punished; and so
the Inquisition is the legitimate child of
such councils, and the men who preach
that ¢‘vengeance and recompense belong
to God,” take it upon themselves to act
for God, and become very zealous for his
honor in things not delegated to them.
The worst, the most cruel and wicked
machine this world has ever seen, is an
ecclesiastical council wielding power over
the civil State. The Church and the State
should be kept forever separate. Both
have legitimate ends, and only attain them
when separate. Both are degraded by a
union. The State is ordained of God in
matters civil, and is to be implicitly
obeyed by all citizens,—Christian or oth-
erwise—in all matters relating to civility,
the relations of man to man. But in
things moral or religious it has no domin-
ion whatever. The statement of Christ,
“Render unto Ceesar the things that are
Cwsar’s, and to God the things that are
God’s,” clearly separates. them. The
things of God are not to be rendered to
Cmsar—the State, nor to God through
Cesar, but directly to God. The Bible
abounds in clear distinctions of these two
powers.
definitely required by God to submit to
the power of Babylon in all matters civil.
Jer. 27. But the same God sustained by
mighty miracles the refusal of these same
persons to submit to religious require-
ments enforced by ciyil law. See Dan. 3
and 6.

In the words of your correspondent,
slightly changed, we say: ‘It is difficult
to foresee the enormous influence for evil
that this council will exercise both on the
Church and on the world.”

Gibbon, the able historian of the decline
and fall of the Roman Empire, has re-
corded for the profit of this generation the
workings of ecclesiastical councils in the
earlier centuries, that we would do well
just now to review. G. B. STARR.

<

Church and State in Hungary.

THE contest between Church and State
continues to rage in Hungary, and open
war has been declared between the bishops
and the government. Hitherto the Hun-
garian clergy have been fervent patriots,
but their Magyarism has of late been set
aside in favor of Vaticanism, and they are
beginning to take their pqlitics as well as
religious commands from their ecclesiasti-
cal superiors. It is absolutely necessary

that some order should be brought into the
confugion of the marriage laws of Hun-

gary, and the influences opposing reform
will doubtless be overcome, notwithstand-
ing that the clericals number among their
supé)orters the leading magnates of the
land. The Hungarian Government has a
well disciplined majority in the lower
house of the Reichstag, and this majorit
is determined that the existing trammels
shall be swept aside, -and that marriage
shall be recognized as a civil contract,
leaving every one free to follow his or her
inclinations as to a religious ceremony.

Daniel and his fellows were "

The policy of reform is greatly strength-
ened by the expressed adherence of Louis
Kossuth, the veteran Hungarian patriot,
who, in receiving a deputation of his fel.
low countrymen a few days ago, declared
that the ecclesiastical programme of the
Hungarian Government was the key to
Hungary’s future, and that this pro-
gramme ought to be supported uncondi-
tionally by all lovers of the country.
These words from the venerable leader in
the struggle for Hungarian independence,
now in his 91st year, will be received like
an inspiration by the large majority of
his countrymen, and will fortify their
resolution to carry to success the pro-
gramme which Kossuth so cordially ap-
proves. In the end, no doubt, the clergy
will accommodate themselves to the de-
sires of the nation, and cease their futile
opposition to the dictates of modern en-
lightenment.— New York Press.

-
-

Maintaining Orthodoxy.

IN an oid volume of ‘‘Dialogues,” pub-
lished in London about a century ago, the
Rev. John Macgowan sets out in the
quaint style of the period the inconsist-
ency of mingling civil and religious
things. The author, who died in 1780,
was minister of a London dissenting
church. Of the difference between truth
and orthodoxy, he writes as follows :—

I readily grant, and none can honestly deny i,
that the Scripture is the standard of truth; but
truth and orthodoxy are two things very different,
and sometimes diametrically opposite to one an-
other. Bible doctrine is the same in all ages and
nations, but orthodoxy in one nation differg, at
least, as much from orthodoxy in another nation,
as the several climates do from one another. To
go no farther than Britain, you see what is south of
the Tweed accounted the purest religion in the
world, is, upon traveling farther towards the pole,
deemed corrupt, superstitious, and antichristian
So it is vice versa. Moreover, what has been or-
thodox and apostolic in one age, has had the
migfortune to become quite heterodox and damna-
ble in the next; so that there is no certain standard
of orthodoxy in any nation, but truth is always the
same and knows no standard but one.

Again, in answer to the question, ‘‘ Has
any sect besides the papists been found to
persecute those who Siﬂered from them ?”
he says:—

Yes, every sect who has, at any time, been happy
enough to grasp the reins of government for the
time being. The worthy papists bore the hell of
orthodoxy for the gpace of twelve hundred and
gixty years, during which time much blood was
shed by open massacres, secret assassinations, pre-
tended judiciaries, acts of bloody faith; and at last
to finish the bloody reign of antichrist, England,
France, the Netherlands, and the valleys of Pied-
mont swam with the gore of such who would
believe the Bible sooner than the voice of the
priests. Queen Mary’s reign furnished the ortho-
dox in her day, with a fine opportunity of dis-
covering their zeal for the church, by murdering
these who believed and obeyed the Bible; but her
reign being short, and Elizabeth ascending the
throne upon her demise, the other scale rose upper-
most, and the Protestants, in their turn, became
orthodox, 7. e. got the government into their hands.

O, the violence of reputed orthodoxy! Those
same gentlemen were no gooner emerged from
prison than they also let the world know that they
were not to be differed from with impunity; that

the formula of their faith and worship must be

regarded with as implicit obedience as that in the
former reign imposed by the papists. Now the
Presbyterians, Independents, and other Congrega-
tionalists felt the weight of their rage, or, if you
please, zeal for orthodoxy and the good of the
Church. Now the prison-keepers and their friend,
Master Ketch, had pretty near as good a run of
trade as in the reign of Mary. And now the wilds
of America began to be well peopled with Engligsh
Protestants who oppressed digsenters; and the good
Episcopalians at home, kept the fleece to them-
gelves and had all the good of the Church before
them. But those said Presbyterians and Independ-
(nts had no sooner crossed the ocean for con-
science’ sake, and found themselves secure from
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Episcopalian rage, than they themselves com-
menced orthodox, and set up their own formula
as the standard of religion, to which they required
as implicit submission from others as the good
bishops of England had ere while done for them-
selves; and now the poor antipedo-Baptists and
Quakers were taught, that a mittimus is a mitti-
mus whether it is signed by a papist, an Episco-
palian or a Presbyterian, and that sentence of
death is to be dreaded as much from the mouth of
the latter as of the former. Those same dissent-
ers who had so lately found Old England too hot
for themselves, by the glowings of priestly zeal for
orthodoxy, soon made New KEngland too hot for
the poor Quakers and antipedo-Baptists; who, to
escape the rage for presbytery, fled, the one to
Pennsylvania and the other to Rhode Island, that
they might not be compelled to worship God ac-
cording to other people’s consciences and contrary
to their own.

Another century has gone, and we see
unmigtakable indications that many of
the children of those who fled from the
Puritan persecutors of New England have
now fallen away from the principles
which their fathers championedrj and are
joining those who are working in the old
way for present-day ‘‘orthodoxy.” Of
such as these, Elmund Burke once ut-
tered, in the House of Commons, the
scathing words :—

It is8 not the proud prelate thundering in his
commigsion court, but a pack of manumitted slaves
with the lash of the beac?le flagrant on their backs,
and their legs still galled with their fetters, that
would drive their brethren into that prison house
from which they have just been permitted to es-
cape.

So the old order of things goes on and
on, because the great majority of men
choose to remain the slaves of human
nature, rather than to lay hold of that
new life, the fruit of which is “‘love,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith.” ‘W. A. SPICER.

-

Their Side Well Stated.

[The following letter was first sent to the Post-
Intelligencer. of Paris, Tenn., where the late arrests
and trials of Seventli-day Adventists for Sunday
work have taken place. The letter is written by a
member of the church at Springville which has
sustained the persecution. Itis a fair and earnest
gtatement of their case;—refused admission into
their own county paper, it is given space here. ]

To the Hditor of the Post-Intelligencer:

As a consequence of the trials of the
Seventh-day Adventists in the last term
of the Circuit Court, considerable inter-
est has been awakened in the public
mind, much more it seems than by any
previous trials of gimilar nature. One
evidence of this fact ig to be seen in the
interest that our county paper is taking
in the maftter.

Not only is the public mind in our
county being aroused in regard to the
Sabbath question, but throughout the
United States compulsory Sunday observ-
ance is receiving much attention by the
friends of that day; and also those who
oppose the enforcement of Sunday-keep-
in% by the civil law are not silent.

ut there are some facts connected with
the indictment and prosecution of our
people that are worthy of very careful
thought. When a class of people or a
person is misrepresented, as a natural
result human nature demands a defense;
guch is the case in this matter. Now, that
we are misrepresented (though possibly
unintentionally), by those who might be
regarded as our enemies, i8 apparent to
any one who knows anything about the
true character and principles of Seventh-
day Adventists. 'We have no gpirit of
animosity toward those who would place
wrong estimations upon our character
and organizations; but pleage permit a

few reasonable facts to be presented. We
have rights and it becomes us to assert
them when invaded. The constitution
of Tennessee, Art. 1, under the title of
““Bill of Rights,” declares thus:—

Section 8. All men have a natural and inde-
feasible right to worship Almighty God according
to the dictates of their own conscience. . . .
That no human authority can, in any case what-
ever, control or interfere with the rights of con-
science, and that no preference shall be given to
any religious establishient or mode of worship.

As we contemplate this provision of the
fundamental law of Tennessee, we can
but admire the correct principles of jus-
tice it contains. A more profound and
explicit guaravtee of religious liberty
could not have been framed by any legis-
lative body. What kind of liberty is here
brought to view? I8 it sectarian liberty
only? Why no! It guarantees every man
perfect liberty of conscience and denies
the right of human authority to interfere
with that liberty. Now, if this plain
declaration was thoroughly inculcated
upon the minds of all the people of our
country, intolerance and bigotry would
forever be smitten out of existence. This
was the mind of the framers of both our
State and national constitutions. Now,
Mr. Editor, and readers of the Imniells-
gencer, when a few conscientious Seventh-
day Adventists down here in the twenty-
fourth district, who observe and kee
holy the seventh day of the week, an
quietly go about their vocations on Sun-
day, are indicted by the Grand Jury,
tried, fined, imprisoned and worked in
the chain-gang, is it not plain that the
congtitution has been overridden? We
are conscientious in our practice and in
our belief, and while we submit to any
penalty inflicted upon us because we do
not meet the requirements of the Sunday
law, we deny being a lawless set of peo-
ple. Under the constitution we are strictly
obedient. ’ : ,

The public was informed in the Posi-
Intelligencer, of February 17, that the
National Religious Liberty Association is
geeking to abolish all legislation having
for its object the protection of the morals
of the people; and to destroy the sanctity
of the Sunday Sabbath. We, (the mem-
bers of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
at Springville), compose a part of this
organization, and are quite well ac-
quainted with the principles taught by it.
The former accusation we deny; for the
latter, it would be impossible, for there is
10 more sanctity about Sunday than there
i8 about any other day. And that this
association is backed by infidels, haters of
God and morality, and that it tends in the
least degree to anarchism (as we are told
by the Intelligencer) is absolutely a mis-
ropresentation. KEvery man has a right
to keep Sunday if he chooses, but we deny
the right of any one to compel us to keep
it, for it is the duty of the Government to
protect all, and coerce none in such mat-
ters. We ask our honorable critics if it
invades their rights to protect ours? (er-
tainly not; no one hasever testified to that.

And again we ask, where do you get
your authority for Sunday-keeping? Is
it from the word of God? We are unable
to find it there if it is. Then we are
forced to the conclusion that it is a man-
made institution. And we claim a con-
stitutional and a divine right to dissent
from it if we choose. Ifit were a divine
institution, would Diviuity need the as-
gistance of an earthly court in order that
it might be kept holy ? Can the ecivil
power make a person keep a day in the

way that the Lord commanded? The
answer is bound to be in the negative.
Even though the ¢ivil power could com-
pel a man to refrain from work on that
day, it could not make him keep it holy.

But it is urged by some that so far as
the law is concerned Sunday is a civil
ingtitution. Is it not, however, a foolish
and unheard of thing to insist that any
one should be compelled to keep a civil
holiday? The general trend of the argu-
ments presented to the public vindicating
the observance of Sunday, and compul-
gory observance at that, are based on the
idea that Sunday is a sacred institution.
If this be true what right has any civil
authority to meddle with it ? Thoge things
that are solely between the individual and
God as this Sabbath question is, are be-
yond the jurisdiction of civil government.

In the Intellzgencer of February 10, we
find these words: ¢ There is certainly no
disposition on the part of our citizens to
persecute the Adventists. All we want is
obedience to the law.” At the first
thought this might seem like a very rea-
sonable statement. Suffice it to say that
had the law never been disregarded, no
class of people on earth would have ever
suffered pergecution. This was all that
was demanded during the Dark Ages.
This is all that was demanded in New
England when the Quakers and Baptists
were persecuted. Even when Jesus
Christ himself was persecuted to death,
the plea of the Jews was, ‘‘ We have a
law and by our law he ought to die.”
John 19:7.

‘We read further in the same article in
the Intelligencer: **If the law is wrong,
direct your efforts to its repeal, Until
this is done, it is the duty of every good
citizen to obey.” Then, according to this
statement, the early Christians instead of
promulgating the religion of Jesus Christ,
should have been working for the repeal
of the laws which conflicted with their
religious belief; and until they succeeded,
it was their duty to obey. Any one can
see the fallacy of such arguments as these
to sustain Sunday laws. Now, friends,
if there is any authority in the Bible for
Sunday sacredness, we would be glad to
see it; and if you will show it to us we
will appreciate it and promise you that
we will repudiate our system of rest and
devotion and beg pardon for disregarding
the Sunday law, and will reburn and keep
Sunday. T. E. WARD.

Springville, Tenn.

.

The W. C. T. U. and the Sunday Laws.

THE agitation of the Sunday laws be-
fore the Pennsylvania legislature is bear-
ing fruit already in that State, ag is shown
by this special correspondence of the
Pittsburg Leader:—

The quiet and staid borough of New Brighton is
to have an infliction of the Blue Laws. Since the
action of the court in refusing to grant a number
of coveted licensges, there has been considerable
disgatisfaction. The work is to be pushed by
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, and
there promises to be a wailing and gnashing
of teeth. A reporter called- upon Mrs. Tag-
gart, superintendent of that organization in
the north ward, Mrs. Taggart is an elderly
lady, intellectual, of prepossessing appearance,
and has the air of being thoroughly in ear-
nest in whatever work she takes up. When
asked if it was true that the Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union intended to stop the il-
legal sale of merchandise on Sunday, the reply
came, with emphasis on each word: ‘“We intend
to do all that we can.” When asked, ‘“Has any
action yet been taken.” she replied, ‘“No action
has been taken by the organization of which I am
superintendent. There is another organization in



APRIL 18, 1893

AMERICAN SENTINIEIL.

117

town known as the New Brighton Woman’s
Christian Temperance Union, and I am unable
to say what action has been taken by its mem-
bers. 1 am a teacher of a Sunday-school class
in the Presbyterian Church, and my children tell
me that they can buy all the candy they want
on Sunday afternoons at the restaurants. I told
them that it was a violation of the law and the
constables must enforce the law, bust they replied
the constables buy too, so they consider them-
selves secure from that source. But we will com-
pel them to enforce the law.” ‘

‘When asked if the Sunday newspapers would be
included in the list of illegal actsshe replied: *“Cer-
tainly, "We propose to enforce the whole law.”
She further explained that no arrests would be
made until notices had been served to merchants
to ceage their illegal proceedings. Mrs. Thomas
McKinney, superintendent of both the county and
New Brighton organizations, and president of the
Committee on Sabbath observance, was then seen.
She stated that it was the intention of the organ-
ization to proceed with the work as soon as fully
equipped for if. She said that the only action yet
taken was a discussion among the members and a
sending for copies of the law to be enforced,
‘When these arrived copies would be sent to the
keepers of restaurants and notice served that they
must be obgerved. She said that they must be
fully informed before acting so that no mistakes
would be made. The copies of these laws were
sent for some time ago and action is expected im-
mediately. Mrs, McKinney was very emphatic in
her condemnation of the Sunday paper but hoped
that it would not be necessary for the local organiz-
ation to act on thut matter. Mrs. McKinney was
a delegate to the Sabbath Observance Convention
which met at Harrisburg recently, and praised
Governor Pattison highly for his action.

This ‘‘earnest ” and *‘intellectual ”
Sunday-school teacher certainly gave an
exhibition of much zeal and force in the
management of her pupils, but is it a zeal
well directed, and force properly applied,
to threaten a class of children with the
sonstable and the court for the infraction
of a supposed moral precept ?

-
-

Opposed to the Gospel.

‘WHEN there is legislation in regard to
matters of religion, there must of neces-
sity be the use of force, for a law without
a penalty is no law at all. Now, legisla-
tion upon matters of religion is sinful,
not only because force is utterly foreign
to the spirit of the gospel, but because
it tends directly to lower the standard of
religion. .

Thus: When men are brought to think
that the State has a right to legislate
upon matters of religion; to enforce its
observance, and to punish for acts of dis-
obedience, then religion is brought down
to a merely human level. The State
then teaches that there is nothing more
to religion than it can enforce. But it
can not read a man’s heart, and there-
fore the idea is spread that religion con-
sists merely in outward forms. ¢ What-
goever is nob of faith is sin.” Rom. 14:
23, Now there is no power either on
earth or in heaven that can compel a
man to believe. Faith works by love;
but that which is of force is not of love;
therefore that which is not of love is sin.
And therefore that service which is
forced is sin. So then, when Govern-
ment enacts and enforces laws pertain-
ing to matbers of religion it is simply
nsing its power to compel people to sin.
Religious legislation is therefore directly
opposed to the gospel. ‘

The Apostle Paul writes of those in
the last days who have ‘‘a form of god-
liuess, but deny the power thereof.” 2
Tim. 8:5. The gospel is the power of
God. But when professed Christians
appeal to the Government to enforce cer-
tain things which are wholly religious;
when ministers plead for Sunday laws,
so that they can have ‘‘fair play one day

in the week,” they thereby admit that
the gospel which they preach has not
the power of GGod. The form is there,
but by their appeal to human power they
deny the power of God: for no one who
is conscious of the power of God to back
his message, and who knows in his own
person what that power is, would insult
(God by asking for human power to sup-
plement the power of God.

Again: we have read that there is one
lawgiver and one judge, namely, God,
and that whosoever judges another is
really sitting in judgment on the law,
and judging the law. But religious legis-
lation calls for human judgment upon
the law of God. For men to incorporate
the laws of God into human codes, is to

usurp the place of God as lawgiver, and.

therefore his place as judge. But this
is the characteristic of ‘‘the man of sin.”
It is the acme of apostasy, for the apostle
said that the apostasy that was working
in his day would culminate in the man of
gin, ‘‘the son of perdition, he that op-
poseth and exalteth himself against all
that is called God, or that is worshiped;
so that he sitteth in the temple of God,
setting himself forth as God.” 2 Thess.
2:4, 5. This man of sin is the same as
the ‘‘little horn” of the fourth beast of
Daniel’s prophecy, which is thus de-
scribed: ““ And he shall speak great words
againgt the Most High, and shall wear
out the saints of the Most High, and
think to change times and laws.” Dan 7:
25.

The Roman Catholic Church is the re-
sult of the attempt to build up Christian-
ity by means of the State. Religious
legislation asked for and received by the
church, made the Papacy. Therefore
whenever any men, professed Protestants
though they be, ask for legislation in be-
half of religion, no matteér to what degree,
they are simply following the steps of the
Papacy.

Nay, they are doing more than simply
following in the steps of the Papacy;
they are joining it, and becoming a part
of it; because religious legislation is the
very essence of the Papacy. And this is
still further emphasized by the fact that
it was legislation upon the Sunday that
made the Roman Catholic Church. It is
that which is the Catholic Church’s boast,
as showing its power, In ‘‘Plain Talk
about the Protestantism of To-day,” from
the French of Mgr. Segur, we find the
following :—

It is worth while to remember that this observ-
ance of the Sabbath,—in which, after all, the only
Protestant worship consists—not only has no
foundation in the Bible, but it is in flagrant con-
tradiction with its letter, which commands rest on
the Sabbath, which is Saturday. It was the
Catholic Church which, by the authority of Jesus

Christ, has transferred this rest to the Sunday in
remembrance of the resurrection of our Lord. Thus

the observance of Sunday by the Protestants, is an -

homage they pay, in spite of themselves, to the au-
thority of the church.

Any amount of history might be quoted,
if we had space, to show that the adop-
tion of Sunday instead of the seventh
day as the Sabbath, is the distinguishing
mark of the Roman Catholic Church.
Therefore when professed Protestants not
only follow the practice personally, but
fall into line and enforce its observance
by law, they are identifying themselves
with the Papacy.

And now read the warning against do-
ing such a thing, and against in any way
recognizing such laws when they are
made. He who will read the whole of
the fourteenth chapter of Revelation will

see that it deals with the time reaching
down to the coming of the Lord. It pre-
sents the last proclamation of the gospel
in these words:—

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, say-
ing with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to
him; for the hour of his judgment is come; and
worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and the fountains of waters. And there fol-
lowed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is
fallen, that great city, because she made all nations
drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.
And the third angel followed them, saying with a
loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his
image, and receive his mark in his forehead or in
his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is poured out without mix-
ture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall
be tormented with fire and brimstone in the pres-
ence of the holy angels, and of the Lamb; and the
smoke of their torment ascendeth up forever and
ever; and they have no rest day nor night, wha
worship the beagt and his image, and whosoever
receiveth the mark of his name. Rev. 14:6-12.

This warning against the worship of
the beast, or of his image, which is the
union of any professed Protestants with
the civil power, is the proclamation of
the gospel, because as we have shown,
religious legislation is the deadly enemy
of the gospel. It is the denial of Christ
as the power of God. Ifis the denial of
God as the Creator of the heavens and
the earth, and as the Creator, by that
same power, of men in Chrigt to do his
will.  Therefore wherever there is any
movement towards getting the State to
help the Church along in its work, the
voices of all who would have the gospel
of Christ preserved in its purity must be
raised in. protest and warning. This is
the message for these days. It isto pre-
sent Christ as the power of God, and the
righteousness of God by faith of Jesus
Christ as the only righteousness which
will cover men from the wrath of God.
‘Who will heed it, and say, ‘“In the Lord
have I righteousness and strength.” *“In
the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be
justified, and shall glory”?

E. J. WAGGONER.

-

Traitorous Legislation.

THERE seems to be a widespread feeling
among the toiling millions of this coun-
try that they have been cheated out of
the opportunity for them to visit, on the
only day available for most of the indus-
trial classes, the most stupendous and
magnificent exposition of the wonders of
human genius that have ever bwen col-
lected in the history of the world. ., . .
There is absolutely no valid reason for
such a measure of tyranny. Every Chris-
tian scholar and every well-posted layman
knows that Sunday is not any more holy
than Monday; they know that it was es-
tablished as a day of rest to meet the
requirements of fashion; they know that
there is no command to keep it holier
than any other day in the Bible; they
know that all that refers to the Sabbath
in the Scriptures refers to Saturday. . . .
But the most frightful thing about the
matter i8, that the Sunday-closing law for
the World’s Fair, practically inaugurates
a fusion of Church and State in this coun-
try.

There is no reason now, taking that
legislative enaciment as a precedent, why
the Government should not pass laws
making it a misdemeanor to neglect
church service; or to make it a crime to
be a freethinker.

But the most painful thing of all is the
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enormous multitude of fresh enemies
these sectarian bigots have made for
Christianity in general. They have set
the hearts of millions of working people
dead against religion as it is managed by
the churches. It has not made them less
religious but less tolerant of professional
religionists. They see the hand of the
tyrunt peeping from beneath the sacred
robe, and they are fleeing from it from
one end of the land to the other.—The
Jury.

A Commissioner’s Letter.

THIS communication as to Sunday clos-
ing of the World’s Fair is published in
the *“ Pearl of Days” column of the Mazl
and Hrpress:—

‘Washington, D. C., March 29, 1893,

To the General Secretary American Sabbath Union,
No. 203 Broadway, New York City: :
My Dear Sir;—1have received the circular letter,

of yourself and other gentlemen, of March 23, with
reference to the Sabbath opening of the World’s
Fair. Iam opposed to such opening. Aside from
the general lowering of the sentiment of the entire
country, and aside from the many and injurious
influences upon the people permanently and tem-
porarily assembled in Chicago during the Fair, it
has seemed to me that, within the radius of a day’s
journey from Chicago, the character of the day
and its accompanying morality would be disas-
trously disturbed.

In every city, town or village from which, by
rail or boat, the people could reach Chicago and
return home in a day, every character of business
would necessarily be opened. It would be quite
impossible to move such great masses of people on
the Sabbath day, in all that radius of country,
without feeding and moving them, and otherwise
caring for their physical wants in all the usual
ways. That would result in keeping open every
restaurant, and every character of business, and
probably of amusements, in running every char-
acter of vehicle, etc. It has seemed to me that
the idea of the American Sabbath would receive a
blow from which it would never recover.

I do not, however, understand how the local
direct ry can claim exemption under the late ap-
propriation of Congress. In the first place it isa
gift and not a contract. In the second place, if it
were a contract, it would be necessary for the local
directory to come into court with clean hands be-
fore they could ask for relief. They have received
all of the two and a half million souvenir coin ap-
propriation except the $570,880 held back as secur-
ity for awards. So long as they retain that money
it does not lie with them to repudiate any obliga-
tions, because the congressional condition attaches

to one dollar of the appropriation quite as much as

to any other dollar. Yours truly,

A. T. BRITTON.
National Commissioner of the World’s Columbian

Commission for Distriet of Columbia.

This, Dr. Knowles hopes and believes to
be the sentiment of the majority of those
having control of the question in the in-
terest of the Exposition.

-

To Boycott Anyway.

Ter St. Louis Globe Democrat has
these paragraphs from Terre Haute, In-
diana:—

The Rev. R. V. Hunter, of the Central Presby-
terian Church of this city, who represented the
American Sabbath Union and the Young People’s
Society fot Christian Endeavor before the com-
mittee of Congress in opposition to the opening of
the World’'s Fair on Sunday, says it has been fully
determined to test the legality of the action which
the directory is reported to be in favor of taking.

The sentiment of opposition, he says, is as strong
now as ever it was. e believes that from a finan-
cial standpoint the Fair management would be un-
wise in having an open Fair, even if they could do
8o legally. e hag been in correspondence with
the editors of thirty religious newspapers, and
without exception they are not only opposed to
open gates on Sunday, but believe Christian people
rho.ld refrain from visiting the Fair at any time if
the gates are open, Several of these editors are
squeamish on the boycott phase, but express their
intention to advise their readers of their own views
on the subject. Mr. Hunter says the boycott idea

is repulsive to him, but that the action of Christian
people in this direction does not come under the
description of a boycott. It would be no more a
boycott than is obgerved by Christian people who
conscientiously refrain from going to saloons or
gambling houses. He is of the belief that should
it be decided to open the Fair an expression of
opinion will be made by religious bodies that will
cause a falling off in attendance more than enough
to offset the receipts on the twenty-five Sundays.

He remarked that the management no longer
discusses the Sunday question from the standpoint
of its being an accommodation for wage earners,
but that it is treated solely with reference to the
debit and credit side of the ledger. His estimate is
that not more than 100,000 persons will attend on
each Sunday who would not pay the same admis-
sion money on other days This would net $1,250,-
000 for the twenty-five Sundays. He is confident
that 1,500,000 or 2,000,000 persons who would have
visited the fair not less than three days, will re-
main away. The minimum loss of receipts, there-
fore, would be $2,250,000.

There seems to be a growing determina-
tion on the part of the Sunday-closing
element to boycott the Fair in any case—
whether open or closed. If it is open on
Sunday they will boycott it from.a mis-
taken idea of religious duty, if closed

they will boycott because the manage-

ment have been willing that Sunday
opening should rule.

-

Who Is Deceived ?

THE first week in April was observed
by the adherents of the American Sabbath
Union as a week of prayer for Sunday
observance. The topics which were sug-
gested for ministerial attention during
this week were:—

First.-—That the influence of the World’s Fair
may be on the side of Sabbath observance, moral-
ity and righteousness.

Second.—That the tide of Sabbath desecration
may be stayed.

Third.—That the value and beneficence of the
Christian Sabbath may be better understood and
appreciated, and pastors and people be faithful in
maintaining it.

Fourth.—That the right of the great armies of
employes in railroad and postal gervice to a Sab-
bath of rest may be protected.

It is noticeable that while this is in-
tended to be in the interest of Sunday
observance the term ‘*Sunday’ nowhere
appears, but instead the word ‘“Sabbath ”
is used, which distinetly applies to an-
other day. It should be remembered
that this is addressed to ministers who
are well read and well-informed men.
What a strange discrepancy for intelli-
gent men to fall into in addressing an
all-wise Deity! Who is deceived by this?
Themselves, or God, or no one?

-

A Word of Commendation.

Epiror SENTINEL: For some months
past the writer has been a casual, and
recently has become a regular, reader of
the AMERICAN SENTINEL, in connection

. with general reading and study of his-

tory, secular and Dbiblical, ancient and
current,.

Observing the present trend of legis-
lative enactments and the lethargic in-
difference with which the American peo-
gle allow their rights to be invaded, the

emand for religious legislation which
encroaches the domain of conscience and
individual rights, and leads to the sub-
version of the very principle for which
the Pilgrim Fathers contended—**free-
dom to worship God ”—the position taken
by the SENTINEL to resist this invasion,
is brave and timely. The realm of con-
science and individual liberty is sacred,
and guaranteed by the Constitution of the
United States, but it is threatened by

enactment of civil laws, which abridge
the rights of individuals and of conscience.

The faithful SENTINEL raises the alarm
and points out the danger in a style of
concise, forcible statement, supported by
cold, stubborn facts and advocated with
such clear, logical, convincing arguments,
that it is patent to the thoughtful that its
position is entirely tenable.

Ounly a few days ago, a Catholic priest
said, regarding the fitness of a candidate
for a political office, who is not an ortho-
dox believer, ‘It is altogether wrong for
such men to be put up for office, the law
ought to be changed so that such a man
could not hold office.” When it was
suggested that a man’s religious belief or
non-belief should not disqualify him for
the administration of civil law, the priest
replied, *“ It is ridiculous to think of such
a thing,” that ‘‘ a man whodoes not believe
in a God [according to his creed, I sup-

ose] ought not to be tolerated, much
ess elected to a public office.” There it is,
a demand for the union of Church and
State, pure and simple.

Change the low, so as to require a reli-
gious qualification to hold office. What
next? Kstablish an énquisttion to deter-
mine who is eligible? How else could it
be determined ? Then what? Weed out
of the public service all who might dis-
turb its harmony, using the secular power
to enforce the ecclesiastical decrees, the
Church being-the dominant party. The
unerring pen of impartial history records
on its bloodiest pages the results of such a
combination. Are the citizens of this
American Republic prepared for such
consequences ? The common public do
not seem to apprehend any danger, but,
on the contrary, are nursing and fondling
the power that would strangle their liber-
ties.

Speak out, brave SENTINEL! Shout
louder! Some will hear and heed the
warning, even though the thoughtless
throng pass swiftly on in multitudes to
the valley of decision. D. E. Lyon.

-t
Fast-day in Massachusetts.

THE fact that the historic legislative
fast-day of Massachusetts has degener-
ated into a holiday, used almost entirely
for games and revelry, has led to an at-
tempt to repeal the statute, requiring the
governor to set apart the day by procla-
mation. The presentation of the bill for
repeal created not a little discussion
among the clergy of the State, and con-
siderable imfluence was brought to bear
upon the legislature to retain the statute
in reference to the observance of the day.
In deference to.this the legislature re-
fused to pass the bill for repeal. The
governor, accordingly, has issued a proc-
lamation which must seem to the simon-
pure puritanic mind to be couched in
rather singular terms. The proclamation
reads :—

‘WHEREAS, Our pious ancestors established the
custom of setting apart, by public authority, a day
of fasting, humiliation and prayer to God, that the
whole people might thereon, in public and private,
unite in such holy gervice and devotion to their
Creator, as the day, alike in its name and purpose,
suggested : and,

HEREAS, Long continued usage now requires
the annual appointment of such a day, although it
has ceased to be devoted generally to the purpose
of its origin, but is appropriated and used as a
holiday, for purposes at variance with ite origin,
its name and itg solemn character; and,

‘WHEREAS, This day is vecognized in the statutes
of the commonwealth and set apart as a holiday,
and recent legislative action has decided that no
change is to be made in regard to it; it therefore
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becomes my official duty now to appoint a day of
fagting, humiliation and prayer. = Accordingly
with the advice and consent of the council, I do
hereby appoint Thursday, the 6th day of April
next, ag the day to be devoted to such purposes.
It is for the people of the commonwealth to deter-
mine whether this day shall be observed in con-
formity with the high and holy purposes for which
it hag been instituted and appointed, or whether it
shall be a formal fast by proclamation, to which
the great body of the community of a Christian
State gives neither heed, support or service.

It is evident that in this particular, at
least, the governor of Massachusetts has
little faith in the efficacy of legislative or
official religious formality.

<
b

Civil Government and Religion.

‘We will not, at this point, discuss the
question as to whether or not Sunday is
the Lord’s day, and whether or not there
is any reason why anybody should regard
it at all, any more than Monday or Tues-
day. Itis a fact that it is regarded as a
sacred day, and the matter which first
demands consideration is this, Has the
State any right to legislate either for or
against religion? If it be claimed that
the Government has a right to make re-
ligious laws, then it must follow that it
is right to use force in matters of re-
ligion; for laws are nothing unless en-
forced. .And when this is admitted, then
religious persecution is justified; for in
every age persecution has been nothing
but the enforcement of the law upon
those who dissented from the form of re-
ligion which the GGovernment recognized.

We will let the Scriptures settle this mat-’

ter.

Jesus cried, and said, , , . I am come a
light info the world, that whosoever believeth on
me should not abide in darkness. And if any man
hear my words, and believe not, I judge him
not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save
the world. He that rejecteth me and receiveth not
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in
the last day. John 12:44-48

Speak not against one another, brethren, He
that speaketh against a brother, or judgeth hig
brother, speaketh against the law, and judgeth the
law; but if thou judgest the law, thou art not a
doer of the law but a judge. One only is the law-
giver and judge, who is able to save and to destroy;
who art thou that judgest thy neighbor? James
4:11, 12, Revised Version,

For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our law-
gév;ué, the Lord is our king; he will save us. Isa.

Note those three texts. If there was
ever anybody on earth who had a right
to judge men for their beliefs, it was the
Lord Jesus Christ. But he said, “I
judge no man.” Although he was the
truth, and came as the light of the world,
to bear witness to the truth, he declared
that men might disbelieve him if they
wished. He would not condemn them,
but they would have to meet his words
in the judgment of the last day. Surely,
then, there is no man in this earth who
has the right to sit in judgment upon an-
other for a matter of religion. Hven
though we should allow the claim of the
Pope to be the vicar of Christ, that
would not give him the right to judge
men for their faith, for Christ did not do
that when he was on earth in person.
"““The servant is not greater than his
Lord; neither he that is sent greater than
he that sent him.”

So the Apostle Paul writes, *“ Who art
thou that judgest another man’s servant ?
to his own master he standeth or falleth.
Yea, he shall be holden up, for God is
able to make him stand.” *‘But why
dost thou judge thy brother ? or why
dost thou get at naught thy brother? for

we shall all stand before the judgment
seat of Christ. For it is written, As I
live, saith the Lord, every kmee shall
bow to me, and every tongue shall con-
fess to God. So then every one of us
shall give account of himself to God.
Let us not therefore judge one another
any more.” Rom. 14:4, 10-13.

Therefore judge nothing before the time, until
the Lord come, who both will bring to light the
hidden things ¢f darkness, and will make mani-
fest the counsels of the hearts; and then shall
every man have praise of God. 1 Cor. 4:5.

‘Whoever, therefore, sits-as a judge con-
cerning matters of religion, is usurping
the place of the Lord. He is moreover,
doing that which the Lord does not do;
for God does not use force to compel any
man either to believe the truth or to
practice it. It is the goodness of God
that leads men to repentance. Rom. 2:
4. Those who think by the use of force
to any degree to lead men to do right,
thereby show that they are ignorant of
the goodness of (God, and of its power.
Christ said that if he were lifted up he
would draw all unto him. John 12:30,
It is drawing power, not driving power,
that makes men Christians,—Present
Truth, London, Hng.

Complete Dictionary
OF
SYNONYMS AND ANTONYMS,

BY RIGHT REV. SAMUEL FALLOWS, A, M., D. D.

With an appendix, embracing a dictionary of Briticisms,
Americanisms, colloquial phrases, etc,, in eurrent use; the
rammatical uses of prepositions and prepositions diserim-
inated; a list of homonyms and homophonous words; a collec-
tion of foreign phrases, and a complete list of abbreviations
and_contractions used in writing and printing. 512 pages,
cloth, $1.00.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY.

12th & Castro Streets, l 48 Bond_Btreet,
OARLAND, CAL, Nrw Yorx.

SACRED CHRONOLOGY.

BY SYLVESTER BLISS.

This work treats of the Elements of Chronology, the different
systems, and the various eras, and gives the chronology of the
principal events recorded in sacred history from the creation,
till the death of St. John. It also containg a vindication of the
numbers of the Hebrew Scriptures. AsS an ajd to investigation
it is invaluable. The book has been thoroughly revised, and
an entire chapter added, on the .

PEOPLING OF THE EARTH.

This chapter is an exposition of the tenth chapter of Genesis,
and gives an outline of the beginning of history and

THE ORIGIN OF NATIONS.

No student of history can well be without this book. 800
pages. cloth binding, with side stamp, $1.00.

Address all Orders to
PACQIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING@ COMPANY,
121H & CASTRO STS8., l 43 Bonp Br.,
OAKLAND, CAL, NEw YORK.

The Grand Trunk Railway
OF CANADA

AND THE

Chicago & Grand Trunk Railway
Form the GREAT THROUGH LINE to all
Points in the West,

AND OFFER TO THE TRAVELING PUBLIC THE ADVANTAGE OF THROUGH
TRAINS WITHOUT TRANSFER, AND A VIEW OF

THE ST.CLAIR TUNNEL,

“rHE LINE THAT BINDS TWO GREAT NATIONS."

1t is the geatest submarine tunnel in the world, extending
from Port Huron, Mich., under the St. Clair River to Sarnia,
QOntario, and connecting the Grand Trunk Railway System of
Canada with the Chicago & Grand Trunk Railway. It has just
been completed at a cost of $2,700,000.

The tunnel proper is a continuous iron tube, nineteen feet
and ten inches in diameter, and 6025 feet, or more than a mile
long. The length of the approaches, in addition to the tunnel
proper, is 5603 feet, making all told a little over two miles.

Trains of the Grand Trunk and Chicago & Grand Trunk
Railways are hauled through this tunnel by engines specially
constructed for the 1purpcvsa. They are gaid to be the largest
engines in the world. The entire weight of the engine and
tender rests upon ten drive-wheels, The weight of one of
these monster engines in actual service is found to be approx-
imately one hundred tons,
N. J. POWER, W. E. DAVIS,

G P. A Grand Trunk Ry., G.P.&£T A C. & G T Ry.,

MONTREAL, CANADA. Cricaco, IL,

FRANK P. DWYER,

Hastern Passenger Agent, G. T. Ry.,
271 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY.

HEALT

FOODS.

PURE CRACKERS AND BISCUITS,
and Cereal Coffee
MANUFACTURED BY THE BATTLE CREEK BAKERY COMPANY
Es'rmmsm. v 1881,

We manufacture a choice line of these goods, entirely free
from lard and all adulterations, at the following prices:—

A Fruit Biscuits, white flour, - sweetened, per lb.
“B” “ « whole wheat flour,.. * ... *
Fruit Crackers, not sweetened,.... v
Lemon Cream Biscuit8,......oon0s o0 8¢
Gra'ham “% P . 13 " 13
Qat Meal B eresesiranes
“A"™ @Graham Crackers,......slightly sweetened * ¢ ....
“B” “ B e not sweetened., ... o
“D™ Graham Cracker, (water crackers for dys- «

“ "o

peptics B
“A™ QOab Meal ¢ .slightly sweetened **
“g» v« “ ,......not sweetened..... *
‘Whole Wheat Crackers,........ [ ¢
White « very palatable,... *
Carbon  ireres irenraeaaee ¢
Gluten “ ettt eiseaine “
Cereola, a prepared grain food, in bulk, ... © PR (7}
(The same as formerly advertized under the name
* Granola.”™)
Pure Gluten,.....c.ceeeerenna. in bulk,....perlb ......40c
Whe&t [ 6 i1} [13 3

Qereal Coffee, prepared from grains only, a very
choice and healthful drink, in one and a half 1b.
packages (Once used, never again refused),....... Be

Goods to the value of eight dollars, will be sent on the re-
ceipt of six dollars, being 25 per cent. discount,

We are now prepared to supply in large quantities the small,
round Butter Crackers, purely butter shortened, and dealers
wishing to handle such will do well to write us for prices, stat-
ing how many barrels they wish to purchase, etc. The price
per barrel of about 50 1bs, is seven and one half cents per b,

Cereola and Gluten are prepared foods, thoroughly cooked
and ready for use by the addition of gome fluid, as milk and
cream, fruit juice or water, as best agrees with the individual.

Cereola is a universal Health Food, and is calculated for use

both In sickness and health,

In ordering, please remember that the rate of freight on 25
1bs. will be the same as on 100 Ibs.

Remit by Bank Draft, Money Order, Express Order, or Postal
Note. No private checks accepted.

During the month of November last we have added new and
improved machinery to our plant and otherwise increased our
manufacturing facilities. Therefore, with these superior ad-
vantages, we promise the consumers of Health Foods a nicer
and more palatable article in this line than hag ever before
been produced.

‘Write us for special rates on large lots.

REFERENCES.

7o whom it may concern:

We, the undersigned, residents of Battle Creek, Mich., take
pleasure in stating that Mr. Joseph Smith, manager of the
Health Food Department of the Battle Creek Bakery Co., hag
resided in Battle Creek for nearly 20 years, and is a competent
and responsible man, and of long experience in hig line of busi-
ness, and one whose goods we can heartily recommend to tho
public.

Urrau Smita, Editor Review and Herald.
Hon. W. C. GAGE, Ex-Mayor.

J. B. Krug, of Krug’s Business College.
Taomas H. Briges, M. D,

HoN. GEORGE WILLARD, Pub. Journal.

S. S. FrENCcH, M. D.

R. T. KingmaN, Vice-President City Bank.
M. RORABACHER, M. D.

Hon. W. H. MaSON, E;stmaster.

Hon. J. W, BaiLgy, Ex-Mayor.

'T. E. SAnps, M. D.

o

Address, BATTLE CREEK BAKERY CO., Battle Creck, Mich.
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THE Sunday closing movement has evi-
dently captured New Orleans. The Masl
and Express publishes this editorial item:

There seems to be a tidal wave of moral reform
sweeping over the emtire counfry. A movement
for the suppression of gambling and the enforce-
ment of the law for the preservation of the Sab-
bath has been inaugurated in New Orleans. The
citizens of that too long vice-cursed city appear to
be in earnest in this matter. An association en-
titled the Sunday Closing and Anti-Gambling
League, consisting of 450 of the most reputable
citizens, have collected about $30,000 for the pur-
pose of prosecuting gamblers and for the mainte-
nance of the Sabbath law. It is to be hoped that
this tidal wave will increase in volume until the
whole country is inundated by this moral reform
movement,

1t is this fusion of Sunday closing with
proper reformatory measures, which has
enabled it to obtain control of the popular
mind, outside of the comparatively small
element which blindly believes that Sun-
day observance should be civilly enforced,
because it is thought to be in conformity
with the law of God.

THE agitation for the enforcement of
Sunday laws has reached Rochester in
this State. Rev. Ferdinand 1. Anderson,
of that city, took advantage of the week of
prayer for Sunday observance to preach to
an audience of two thousand people on the
‘“Wnforcement of the law in Rochester,”
the law being the Sunday law. Notice
has been givenin the newapapers of Roch-
ester that the low will be enforced.
‘What a parody on proper civil procedurs,
if criminal proceedings are in progress to
give due newspaper notice that they must
be suspended, for on a given day investi-
- gation will be made. That such a thing
should be soberly done is enough to brand
with the mark of everlasting ridicule the
law under which such a course is thought
fit.

Tar Carroll Institute, a Catholic c¢lub
of Washington, D. C., has lately built
and moved into a fine new club-house,
with all the luxuries, conveniences, and
useful adjuncts of library, gymnasium,
billiard room, bowlivcg alley, etc. Now
comes a faction which wishes these priv-
ileges of the club-house closed to the mem-
bers on Sunday. This club numbers
nearly six hundred men of the Catholic
Church, and is a notable assistant to the
church, Georgetown College, and the
Catholic University. The question.has
been referred to Cardinal Gibbons and
the Presidents of Georgetown and the

Catholic Universities before presenting it
for a vote of the club. There is an in-
tense interest in the matter among the
members. The students of Georgetown
College are in the habit of indulging in
out-door games on Sunday with the ap-
proval of their superiors, and Bishop
Keane, of the Catholic University, is re-
ported to have said that the only question
was one of good policy, in view of the sen-
timent of a part of the people in the mat-
ter. It remains to be seen now in this
exigency how an authoritative Roman
Catholic position on the question of ¢‘Sun-
day observance” is to be avoided.

In the International Sunday school les-
son for March 5, on *Keeping the Sab-
bath,” as published in the New York Hz-
amaner, the writer says: ‘‘Christians, as
a rule, observe another day for rest than
the Jews did. For this change there is no
direct specific statement in the New Testa-
ment. Sunday is here and has to be ac-
counted for.” This is done in these words:

Some have traced to Constantine’s edict the
change in day. But all who are students know
Constantine’s character. He was ever politic
rather than positive. And the early Christians
were not easily turned from principle. Persecu-
tions had been prevalent and men had died for
their faith. The reasonable view is that Constan-
tine tried to unite the Christian worship on Sunday
with the heathen worship on the same day. He
was not the man to revolutionize. If we had no
other historical proof of the observance of Sunday
before his day his edict would show its existence
in its gpirit of adopting existing customs. . . .
Christmas and Sunday have a common basis.
‘Why should they not have a similar observance ¢

Enforced Sunday observance is very
properly deprecated; he says, ‘“Law can
not enforce observance. It can and ought
to protect observers.”

But this acknowledgment of the deri-
vation and claims of Sunday to sacredness
is a just one. They are all based on the
desire of Constantine, and those like him
still earlier, to adapt their observance to
the popular heathen custom which was
practiced around them. The parallel as
fo Christmas is correct. Both are the con-
tinuation of pagan holidays. Sunday is
therefore not the Sabbath, and has no
claim to be so-called or observed.

Conaress refused to notice the flood of
petitions from the labor organizations of
the whole country in reference to the re-
peal of the legislation closing the World’s
Fair on Sunday. So far as the superfi-
cial showing of the petitions was con-
cerned, as appeared in the Congressional
Record, the contest was between the so-
called orthodox churches on -one side and
the labor organizations on the other.
Congress recognized the voice of the
Church and bowed to it. No attention
whatever was paid to the request of the
organized workingmen. Their voice was
ignored entirely. A remarkable result of
this now appears in Chicago. The Cen-
tral Labor Union, supported by a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the Fair,
has decided that, in case the Fair is closed
on Sunday, organized labor will work on

Sunday that the six days of a week’s labor
may be filled, and take the Sabbath as a
holiday in which to attend the Fair. This
is poetic justice. Were it not upon too
serious a subject for lightness and jest it
would appeal irresistibly to the sense of
humor of every one who comprehends the
bearings of the subject. This proposi-
tion of the labor union, that if the Fair is
closed on Sunday they will secede in a
body from allegiance to that day as a day
of religious rest, and abstain from labor
on the frue Sabbath, excites almost fren-
zied opposition from the Sunday-closing
faction.

A Chicago clergyman cries out, ‘‘If
the Union is in earnest let them try it.
Then we will see if there is any law in
this country!” This preacher should
study two subjects to be presented at the
Parliament of Religions—*‘Religion and
Labor,” and ¢ Relations of religion to the
chastening and perfecting of human na-
ture,”-—in connection with this he might
read with profit the address of Thomas
Morgan, representative of organized labor,
before the World’s Fair Committee of the
House of Representatives at the last hear-
ing on the Sunday closing of the Fair.

That $1.50 Watch.

A FEW weeks ago, contrary to our usual
custom, we admitted to the columns of the
AMERICAN SENTINEL an advertisement for
a firm in this city in which said firm
offered a genuine American-made watch,
warranted a good time-keeper, for the
small sam of $1.50. No sooner had the
advertisement appeared than we were
severely taken to task by numerous read-
ors for advertising what they termed ‘“an
evident fraud.” But the watch is not a
fraud, either evident or otherwise. It is
a genuine time-keeper, well worth, in our
judgment, the price asked for it. Thig
watch is somewhat larger in size than a
three-ounce Waltham, being one quarter
of an inch broader and also a quarter of
an inch thicker than a Waltham. Ifhas
an imitation gold case. How well it will
hold its color we cannot say, butinasmuch
as an imitation gold collar button can be
purchased for five cents that will wear for
months, or even years, it is not unlikely
that this watch will, with care, preserve
its appearance indefinitely. These watches
are too large to be really neat in appear-
ance, but no one who desires a serviceable
and fairly accurate time-keeper at a very
low figure is likely to be disappointed if
he gets one of them. The same watch in
nickel case is for sale by jewelers in this
city for $1.75. We regret that the harsh
criticism of some of our readers has made
this notice necessary.
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