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““LET the principle once be established
in tle United States, that the Church may
employ or control the power of the State;
that religious observances may be en-
forced by secular laws; in short, that the
authority of Church and State is to dom-
inate the conscience, and the triumph of
Rome in this country is assured.”

et

BEveRY statute and municipal ordinance
in this country, enforcing or promoting
religion and religious observances, has
had its origin in the Church and State
laws of the original codes from which our
system of jurisprudence is derived. The
same spirit of Church and State union
which established these laws in the first
place, has retained them in our statute
books.

.

TuesE dormant seeds of persecution,
which have lain covered and uncultivated
in the statute books now for three gener-
ations, have, within the last few years,
been brought to the light with the promise
of an immediate and rapid growth. A
body of associated religious organizations,
such as never before existed, has under-
taken to foster and cherish the growing
iniquity. '

In every State there has been agitation
for the enforcement of Sunday laws.
Cases under the Sunday laws, in one form
or another, have been brought before the
courts of almost all the States. In sev-
eral States these laws have been avowedly
used for religious persecution. Although
the religious statutes, under which this is
done, contradict both the spirit and the
terms of the bills of rights of the Consti-
tutions of the different States, and of the
United States, still they have been, with-
out exception, thus far, sustained by the
decisions of the higher State courts. The
Supreme Court of the United States has,

by concurring in Justice Brewer’s opinion
in the Trinity Church case, February 29,
1892, that this is ‘‘a Christian Nation,”
given notice what position it will take on
any case involving this question which it
may be called upon to decide. The Con-
gress of the United States has realized this,
and acted upon it in advance, in the legis-
lation which it passed in reference to the
Sunday closing of the World’s Fair. The
principle, then, that the Church may em-
ploy the power of the State,—that secular
laws may enforce religious observances,
and that the authority of Church and
State, combined, shall dominate the con-
science, is settled in the affirmative in this

country.
—————

TeBAT principle, which is the basis of
papal policy, is now firmly fixed in the
statutes and judicial precedents of  the
different .States.  The farther develop-
ment of this destructive policy is being
rapidly hastened, not only by the mach-
inations of the Roman Catholic Church
itself, but, even in a much greater degree,
by the mistaken course of Protestant de-
nominations and the various other organ-
izations, more or less avowedly religious
in character. Some of these organizations
are willing to join hands with the Roman
Catholic Church in securing strict legisla-
tion as to the observance of Sunday, and
are, in fact, desirous that the Catholic
power should join with them in obtaining
a severe interpretation, and enforcement,
of those laws by the courts. Other organ-
izations believe themselves to be antago-
nizing Roman Catholicism, and even con-
fessedly make that the main, and, in some
instances, the only purpose of their ex-
istence,—still they ignorantly serve the
same ends by accomplishing the same
thing, only under the name of Protestant-
ism, instead of Catholicism. To be sure
there is a difference between Catholicizing

and Protestantizing the civil and political-

institutions of this country; but it is more

.a distinction than a difference, as this

apostate Protestantism is the offspring
and the image of its progenitor.

ONE strong and persistent influence con-
tinues, with increased energy, to assault
Congress and the Nation’s executive, to
obtain, if possible, still greater and more
explicit acknowledgment of the union of

the State with religion. While this is
not strictly necessary, for their real pur-
pose is already accomplished, still it will
go far towards familiarizing the law-
makers of the country with the require-
ments which their religious advisers are
putting upon them. It will also mate-
rially hasten the progress of their cause.
If, by some such means as secured the
passage of the act to close the World’s
Fair on Sunday, the acknowledgment of
a State religion should be inserted in the
fundamental law, then the cloak of pre-
tended allegiance to the principle of civil
liberty in religious things could be thrown
off entirely, and the ascendancy of the
papal principle be openly asserted. This

. is what the more candid and logical,

of those who call themselves National
Reformers, desire, and for this they are
planning to bring great influence to bear
upon Congress during this session. It is
not at all clear that they will succeed in
accomplishing the definite thing which
they wish, but it is quite possible that
they will succeed in effect, as the Sunday
closing of the World’s Fair was a practical
failure, and yet a theoretical success of
their principles.

THOSE who are assisting to create a Prot-
estant similitude to the Papacy while ar-
dently fighting Roman Catholicism,as they
see it, are legion. The subtle deception un-
der which these labor and the delusion
which they throw around those whom
they draw into their ranksis unique. Ro-
man Catholicism may well cherish them as
its dearest friends, the enemy. It is a fre-
quent, though paradoxical, statement that
the longest way round is the shortest way
there,—this is vividly exemplified in the
case of those who are now antagonizing
the progress of the Papacy in this country
by the use of papal methods. No quicker
way of securing a papal-Protestant dom-
ination in civil affairs could possibly be
devised than that which has been taken.
The possibility of the Roman Catholic
Church, as now existing and organized in
this country, obtaining the political ascen-
dancy has aroused a selfish opposition
which demands the same thing for itself,
and proceeds to obtain it by means which
are in themselves Romanizing, and will
very shortly bring both parties into com-
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pai?iionship in a mutual attack on the same
fold. )

-Just how all will be accomplished that
must be done no man can know; but one
can see both by the prediction of prophecy
and the light which the evidences of his-
tory throw on the probabilities of the fu-
ture, that these strange things will be
consummated. Just how quickly all that
is to be, will be brought about, cannot be
known by any man, but every intelligent
observer of the progress of events must
conclude, that it need not necessarily be
long, and every one who accepts the word
of Scripture,and sees with the eye of faith,
knows that the time is near, ‘“‘even at the
door.” W. H. M.

-

A Burlesque on the Giving of Thanks.

Tar State of Massachusefts has an
annual ¢ fast day,” proclaimed by the
governor in the springtime, with a recom-
mendation that the people assemble in
their respective places of worship, ete.,
ete. But while the day is called a ¢ fast,”
it is nothing of the kind; it is, rather, a
day of feasting and general rejoicing.
Last spring the Boston Post suggested
that the language of the gubernatorial
proclamation ought to be changed to some-
thing like the following:—

In accordance with the new adaptation of an old
custom, let the people ceage from their labors and
devote themselves to those cheerful and exuberant
pastimes which the opening springtime and the

expanding tastes of society invite, Let the sport-
ing organizations of every character improve the

day to come forth in imposing array and inaugu-

rate their respective campaigns for the season.
Let the bicycle clubs form for inspection and pre-
liminary practice and the ball tossers unlimber for
the glorious contests in which they will be called
upon to engage. Let the lawn tennis net be drawn,
and the lacrosse and polo organizations take their
reckonings. Let the courses for fox and hounds be
resurveyed, the hurdles be restored, and the tracks
placed in order. Let all the people prepare for the
season of sport on sea and on land that is soon to
guga,ge their best trained and most earnest activi-
1€8,

This indicates the manner in which the
day is spent; but it is not one whit more
true of the so-called *‘fast” day in Massa-
chusetts than it is of Thanksgiving day
all over the United States. The President
and the several governors call upon the
people to ‘‘lay aside all secular affairs,”
ete., and to “‘assemble in their respective
places of worship,” etc., and ‘‘unitedly
give thanks,” etc., ete. But by the vast
majority the day is not devoted to any
such purpose. A few worship, but the
masses play; and all make more substan-
tial offerings to the god spoken of in Phil.
3:19, than they do to the God of heaven.
Like the Massachusetts ‘‘fast,” the na-
tional ‘‘thanksgiving” is a burlesque on
the worship of God. ‘

1t is an almost universal custom among
Protestants to hold prayer meetings
Wednesday evening. What would be
thought of a church which, while drop-
ping the feature of the meeting from
which it takes its name, should, every
Wednesday evening, hold a festival in-
stead, but still retain the name, *‘prayer-
meeting;” the pastor gravely announcing
every Sunday, ‘‘Prayer-meeting as usual
next Wednesday evening: let all come in
the true spirit of devotion, prepared to
unitedly supplicate the Divine favor;”
- but knowing full well that the only reli-
glous service on the occasion would be a
single perfunctory invocation or a sensa-
tional address by a young member with a
burning desire to establish a reputation for

brilliancy, and that all the evening would

be devoted to festivities of at least doubt-
ful Christian propriety—what, we ask,
would be thought of such a church and of
such a minister? But that is virtually
what the State of Massachusetts does
every year by her governor, and what the
whole United States does by the President.
A day is with mock reverence set apart
by public proclamation to a purpose to
which it will not be devoted; and with a
show of piety which they probably do not
possess, and in many cases do not profess
to possess, the chief executives of the States
and of the Nation call the people to a reli-
gious service which they knownotone in a
thousand will render. Is it not time, that
for the credit of true religion, the pro-
claiming of fasts and thanksgivings be
left with the churches where it properly
belongs? And if we must have the an-
nual holiday known as Thanksgiving, let
it be called by some other name and be
shorn of the mock religious garb in which
it has hitherto been clothed, and let it
stand forth in its true character as a day
sacred to the American stomach.
C. P. B.

&

Christ and the Sabbath.*

THERE is at present a widespread é,gi’oa,-
tion over the Sabbath question. For

nearly half a century the attention of the

public has been called to this subject
by the teaching of those who observe the
seventh day of the week, but -a growing
tendency to religious legislation in recent
years, and especially the efforts to enforce
Sunday keeping by pains and penalties,
have done more than anything else to
make this topic a living issue of the day.
It is therefore important to understand
the real nature of the institution in behalf
of which the State is so strongly urged to
legislate. When its real character is un-
derstood, it will be apparent that it is a
purely spiritual thing, with which civil
government can properly have nothing
whatever to do. The conception of a
“civil Sabbath,” or ‘‘the civil side of the
Sabbath,” is a recent invention, adopted
under the stress of the situation, in order
to open the door for Sunday laws. The
State cannot recognize any distinction in
days without committing itself to a course
of action whose logical result is persecu-
tion. This is the danger of the present
hour, and every one ought to know it.
God, the Father, is the source of all
things; Christ, the Son, is the agent in all
things, Christ is the one through whom
God is manifested to the world. ‘“Yet to
us there is one God, the Father, of whom
are all things, and we unto him; and one
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all
things, and we through him.” 1 Cor. 8:
6, Revised Version. The meaning of the
text is very broad, extending to this, that
all communication, of every kind and
nature, and every manifestation of God,
to this world, in any way, has been through

. Jesus Christ, through whom are all things,

and that in the fullest and broadest sense.

God has never manifested himself in
person, but always in the person of his
Son, and through his Son he speaks to us.
Every particular of the plan of salvation
is wrought out through his Son. We
have this statement of Christ when he wag
here upon the earth: ‘All things are de-
livered unto me of my Father; and no
man knoweth the Son, but the Father;

*From No. 14, of the Religious Liberty Library, by Prof,
'W. W. Prescott. v .

‘will reveal him.”

neither knoweth any man the Father, save
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son
Matt. 11:27. That is,
the only way to know God is in and
through Jesus Christ.

It is through Christ that all revelation
of God comes to us. This is illustrated in
that experience of Jacob when he dreamed
and saw a ladder, the bottom of it resting
upon the earth, and the top reaching to
heaven, and angels of God ascending and
descending upon it. It was with reference
to this that Christ spoke, as recorded in
the first chapter of John, the fifty-first
verse: ‘‘And he saith unto him, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye. shall
see heaven open, and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of
Man.” Of theangels it is said, ‘‘Are they
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation?” But Christ is primarily’ the
means of communication, He unites earth
with heaven. And it is through a knowl-
edge of Christ that we come to know God.
It is God as revealed in Christ whom we
are to learn.

It is evident from the Scripture that
there has never been any change in this

lan. ‘‘There is none other name under

eavén given among men whereby we
must be saved.” And it has always been
go. Christ is not only now the revelation
of God to man, but he has always been
the same. Christ is not only now the
agent through whom God works in this
world, but he has always been the agent.
It is through faith in Jesus Christ that
we are saved now; it has always been so.
Whoever is redeemed from this earth is
redeemed because of his faith in the merits
of Jesus Christ, and that whether it be
the first generation or the last. Read the
record of faith, in the eleventh chapter of
Hebrews: ‘“By faith Abel,” by faith
Noah,” “by faith Abraham,” and time
would fail to tell of all the other worthies
who wrought everything through faith.
The only one revealed to us in the Scrip-
ture in whom we can have faith is Jesus
Christ, who is spoken of as the Author
and Finisher of our faith. So from first
to last it has been faith-in Jesus Christ,

It makes no difference in the general
plan of salvation at what particular point
of time Jesus Christ was manifested in
the flesh. If he had been manifested in
the first generation, it would have been
the same. If he were not manifested until
the last generation, it would be the same.
‘When God gave his Son to die, the efficacy
of that promise and gift was just thesame
as after he had actually come to this earth
and died. It wasalways faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Before his first advent
there were certain ordinances introduced
which were to be as symbols, occupying
the same place and serving the same pur-
pose as the ordinances of the Church at
the present time. 'With reference to these
ordinances it is declared: ‘“For as often
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup,
ye do show the Lord’s death till he come.”
1 Cor. 11:26. And as often as they offered
the sacrifices provided, as often as they
performed any of those ceremonies in that
time, it was always to show the Lord’s
death, because that was the central point.
The Saviour was promised in the begin-
ning, and there was just as much efficacy
in that promise to save as in any promise
of God at this time. The only difference
has been that, as time went on, more
clearly were the purposes of God in Christ
revealed, more fully were the plans of
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God laid out, until Christ came himself,
to bring in the fullness of the light, and
we live now in the full blaze of that light
which he brought to the world. Thelight
of the knowledge of the glory, or the
character, of God, is always manifested in
Jesus Christ.
CHRIST BEFORE HIS FIRST ADVENT.

Notice two or three marked instances to
show that Christ was present before he
was manifested in the flesh. 'We have the
record in Exodus, the third chapter, of
Moses’ experience at the burning bush.
It says, in the second verse: ‘‘ And the
angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush;
and he looked, and, behold, the bush
burned with fire, and the bush was not
consumed.” Moses turned aside to see
why it was that this fire, burning so
briskly, did not consume the bush. God
called unto him out of the midst of the
bush: ““I am the God of thy father, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob.” But as it is true now
that God speaks in these Jast days by his
Son, so it was true then that he spake by
his Son, and it was Christ who was there
at the burning bush and who spoke to
Moses.

In the eleventh chapter of the Epistle
to the Hebrews the experience of Moses is
mentioned; the twenty-sixth verse reads;
‘“ Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Kgypt.”
Moses knew Christ. Jesus Christ said to
the Jews:. ‘‘For had ye believed Moses,
ye would have believed me, for he wrote
of me.” It is true that Moses knew
Christ, and Christ was to Moses a living
presence, and when he chose to join him-
gelf with that people who were in slavery,
to identify himself with a people with
whom toidentify one’s self was a reproach,
it was because he realized that Christ was
there. It was because he esteemed Christ
more than all the riches in Egypt.

‘When Joshua was commissioned to take
up the work left by Moses, we find an ex-
perience of his recorded in the fifth chap-
ter of the book of Joghua, thirteenth and
fourteenth verses. Joshua went out to
pray. While there, one appeared to him
with & drawn sword in his hand. Joshua
inguired whether he was for him or against
him, and he said, ‘‘Nay; but as Captain
of the host of the Lord am I now come.”
The margin says ‘¢ the Prince”—‘4s the
Prince of the host of the Lord am I come.”
‘Who is the Prince of the host of the Lord ?
‘Who is it that leads the armies of heaven ?
<« And I saw heaven opened, and behold a
white horse; and he that sat upon him
was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he doth judge and make
war. His eyes were as a flame of fire,
and on his head were many crowns; and
- he had a name written, that no man knew,

but he himself. And he was clothed with
a vesture dipped in blood; and his name
is called The Word of God. And the
armies which were in heaven followed
him upon white horses.” Rev. 19:11-14.
In the gospel by John, the first chapter,
the first verse and following, ‘“In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God;
the same was in the beginning with God.”
His name was called the Word of God,
which was none other than Christ. So it
was Christ who appeared to Joshua and
announced himself as the Prince of the
Lord’s host, and then gave him instruction
as to how everything was to be done. In
fact, in all those experiences we have the

record that it was Christ who was with
them. 1 Cor. 10:4: ‘“ And did all drink
the same spiritual drink; for they drank
of that spiritual Rock that followed them
[or ““went with them”]; and that Rock
was Christ.”

It is not necessary to multiply instances;
there are many of them. But the point
to be emphasized is this, that from the
very beginning to the very close Christ is
all and in all. Nay,

CHRIST WAS THE AGENT

by which all things were created in the
first place. ‘“All things were made by
him; and without him was not anything
made that was made.” John 1:3. And
this refers not merely to material things,
for we read in Col. 1:16: ‘“‘For by him
were all things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and invisi-
ble, whether they be thrones, or domin-
ions, or principalities, or powers; all
things were created by him, and for him.”
More and more appears the fullness of the
meaning of the statement, ‘Through
whom are all things.”

1t is worth while to know how all things
were created. ‘“By the word of the Lord
were the heavens made; and all the host
of them by the breath of his mouth.”
““For he spake, and it'was done; he com-
manded, and it stood fast.” Ps. 33:6, 9.
So when, in the beginning, God said, ¢‘ Let
there be light, and there was light,” it
was Christ who is himself the ‘light of
the world,” who spake that word. So in
evetry act of creation. (God said let it be

.80, and it was so, but the word was spoken

through Jesus Christ. He was the spokes-
man for God. All things are of God, but
all things are through Jesus Christ. It
was through Christ that God has spoken
in every place in the Scripture where we
have the record ““God said,” or ¢ Jehovah
said,” and “the Lord spake and said.”
It was Christ who indited all the writings
of the Scripture. For we read in 1 Peter
1:11, speaking of the prophets: ‘‘Search-
ing what, or what manner of time the
Spirit of Christ which was in them did
signify, when it testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow.” It was the Spirit of Christ
speaking through the prophets. 8o all
the way through the prophetic record in
giving to the world history in advance, it
was Christ who told the world what was
to come. It was his Spirit that inspired
the prophets. So it is Christ, it is Christ
all the way through, Christ the agent in
creation, Christ the spokesman for God,
Christ whose Spirit inspired the prophets.

CHRIST GAVE THE LAW.

There is a very interesting fact to be
noted in connection with the speaking of
the ten commandments at Mount Sinai.
In this case, as in the others, it was Christ
who was the spokesman. Notice what is
said in Acts 7: 8%, 38: ¢‘ Thisis that Moses,
which said unto the children of [srael, A
prophet shall the Lord your God raise up
unto you of your brethren, like unto me;
him shall ye hear. This is he, that was
in the church in the wilderness with the
angel which spake to him in the Mount
Sinai.” In Isaiah, the sixty-third chapter
and the ninth verse, we have these words:
“In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the Angel of his presence saved them.”
Read in connection with that Ex. 238:20,
21: ““ Behold, I send an Angel before thes,
to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee
into the place which I have prepared.
Beware of him and-obey his voices, .

for my name is in him.” Put this with
Jer. 23:6: ““And this is his name whereby
he shall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  These texts of
Scripture brought together show of them-
selves, without any particular interpreta-
tion or explanation, that the Angel of
God’s presence who went with them, who
spoke to Moses in Sinai, was our Lord
Jesus Christ, and when God spoke “all
these words,” it was the voice of Christ
that was heard. So all the way through:
let it be repeated again and again. It is
the point to be impressed upon our minds
that, from the very beginning to the very
ending, expressed in several places, where
he says, ““I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end, the first and the
last,” it has been Christ. There has been
but one Saviour, and that Christ. There
has been but one way of salvation, and
that through Christ. Faith in one has
saved always, and that one is Christ, It
is always so.
(To be continued.)

-

Conscience and the Sabbath.

THE average American citizen has little
or no conscience in the matter of Sabbath
observance. The question has been so
long treated as a subordinate one, and the
human and utilitarian element has been
made so prominent, that even religious
men have little conscience in the maftter.
Customs and prevalent modes of teaching
have combined to put Sabbath observance
outside the realm of religious duty in a
very large degree. The mere ‘‘rest day ”
theory is a popular one; . e., if body or
brain need rest, it is well to rest. Upon
this theory it is easy to invent methods of
resting (?) which will gratify worldly
tastes and desires, and benumb conscience.
Upon the same low plane is the average
notion concerning church going and reli-
gious culture. Popular opinion says if
there be & service conveniently near,
where music and oratory will entertain
ons, it is a pleasant way of spending a part
of a leisure day; but if the music be
second class and the preaching common-

- place there is little or no conscience to

compel men even to attend service on their
‘““rest day.” The rest-day theory does not
necessarily, nor usually, involve the idea
of sacred time, or of a divine obligation
in the matter of Sabbath keeping.

-The Church and the pulpit are in no
small degree responsible for this state of
things. The current discussion shows
that even Christian men are loth to discuss

‘the Sabbath from a religious point of view

so much do they plead with railroads and
pleasure seekers about the ‘‘utility of s
rest day.” We do not object to these
lower elements in the discussion, but they
are merely secondary; and if men make
these the prominent or foundation idea,
all conscience as of duty toward God is at
an end. The same is true when the ‘‘civil
Sabbath ” is made the prominent thing.
Religious conscience is neither awakened
nor cultivated by an appeal to civil law.
If the Church does not take high religious
ground the world will certainly drift far
away from it. The work of awakening
the latent conscience of the people, if it
exists, or of creating it, must be done by
the Church if it is gone at all. Evils do
not cure themselves. A revival of Sab-
bathism will never be attained ‘on the rest-
day theory of utilitarianism nor the testi-
mony of medical experts! (onscience
toward God alone will form the permanent
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foundation for-such a revival. The reso-
lutions of synods and conferences and the
wisdom of creed makers will prove useless
unless the masses are trained to a higher
religious conception of the Sabbath as a
divine and especially religious institution.
It would not be far from the entire truth
to say that one of the first steps toward
reform is the creating of a conscience on
the Sabbath issues.

All this has come because men have
discarded the Sabbath, and they know
that Sunday has no basis in the Bible;
hence they dare not meet the issue on bib-
lical and religious ground.—Hwvangel and
Sabbath Outlook.

-y
-

Liberty a Gift of God.

LIBERTY is something that every man
loves. It is one of the many blessings the
Creator has bestowed upon the human
family; in fact, one of the chiefest bless-
ings., What will make a man happier
than to have his liberty,—to be free to go
where he pleases, and to do as he pleases?
It is just as natural for man to look for,
and expect, freedom as it is for him to
breathe,—this is the reason men have
fought to the death in the past, and will
do so until the consummation of all things
rather than lose that most precious of all
gifts. Liberty is dearer to man than even
life itself. He will lay, and even has laid
down, his life to bring liberty to his fel-
lows. Itis natural for him to do so, for
God has made him so.

How miserable is the slave, who cannot
do as he pleages, or go where he pleases;
who is continually watched by those who
lord it over him, and compel him to do as
they order, or be punished! When free-

dom is gone, happiness is gone, too. Life
is to that man as an empty dream. It is
contrary to his nature to be a slave. God

did not make him a bondman. He, in his
mercy, knew that man would be a wretched
creature without freedom, and so he made
him a free moral agent, that is, a being
that could either obey him or not obey
him just ashechoge. When man is living
in sin, he is a captive, yet he has that
liberty which God gave him in the begin-
ning,—liberty to serve Him or to serve
self. 'With this freedom there is happi-
ness, no matter if that man may be in
ever so wretched a condition—and every
man outside of Christ is in a wretched
condition—yet there is a certain degree of
happiness that he would not have if he
were bound even by his Creator.

But the child of God is the happiest of
all his creatures. He is the one who is
free, for Christ says: ‘Whom the Son
makes free is free indeed.” He is freed
from sin, therefore he is happy, for he
looks forward to an eternal life of happi-
ness and bliss beyond this. God has
joined freedom to him, and who is it that
dares to put asunder that which God has
joined? ‘To whom has he given the right
to take away that liberty which he has so
graciously bestowed upon man ?

‘We often hear it said that man was not
made to live alone; he loves company,
and neither was he made to live without
liberty, for he loves that as much and
more than he does society. Hverything
that man enjoys is a gift from God. Thus
life is a gift from him, social joys are a
gift from him, and liberty is a gift from
him.

Then, if liberty is a gift from God, he
certainly does not wish to force any of
his ¢reatures to serve him. The service

he requires is a service of love. Man
serves his Creator because of the multi-
tude of his tender mercies; because of his
loveto him. Lovedraws; therefore, God,
by the cords of love, draws man to him-
self ; he does not force him.

But certain men, by their actions, say
that God’s way is not the right way; they
have a hetter way to bring sinners to
Christ; God’s way is too slow for them.
Sinners are rebellious, and will not of
themselves come to God; thereforse, the
next best thing, to their mind, is to force
men to comse, and by this means to bring
them in by the wholesale instead of one
by one. To make God’s people a large
flock, instead of a ‘little flock.” And all
this is done in opposition to the will of
God, just the -opposite way to his way.
His command to his ministers is, ‘“Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations;” mnot
force all nations. No, no. That is not
his way. His way is a loving way; any
other way is just the contrary. The time
is coming, yes, is near, when the Lord
will inquire of those who use force to
bring sinners to him, ¢ Who hath required
this at your hands?” What will they
answer ?

Until that time the true follower of
God must not look for peace; he must not
think he can get to heaven without a
struggle, for prophecy must be fulfilled.
The. *“little flock” will be going God’s
way, and therefore will not be going the
way that suits the enemy, for his way is
just the countrary to God’s way. The
child of God must expect persecution even
as Christ, his Lord, was persecuted. He

will not find peace, for the Saviour came

not to bring peace, but a sword. ‘‘Sup-
pose ye that I am come to give peace on
earth ? I tell you, Nay; but rather divi-
sion: for from henceforth there shall be
five in one house divided, three against
two, and two against three. The father
shall be divided against the son, and the
son against the father; the mother against
the daughter, and the daughter against
the mother; the mother-in-law against
her daughter-in-law, and the daughter-in-
law against her mother-in-law.” And so
it is that whenever a little company steps
out to serve God i