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THE *CHRISTIAN CITIZEN.”

"TrE term ¢Christian citizen” is one fre-
quently used nowadays, but is, we fear, only
imperfectly understood. This is not saying,
however, that the designa-.

-demned, being Romans, and have cast us into
prison; and now do they thrust us out privily?
nay verily; but let them come themselves and
fetch ns out.”

Referring to this circnmstance another has
well said:—

Paul and Silas felt that to maintain the dignity of
Christ’s Church they must not submit to the illegal
course proposed by the Roman magistrates. The apos-
tles were Roman ecitizens, and it was unlawful to
scourge a Roman save for the most flagrant crime, or
to deprive him of his liberty without fair trial and
condemnation. They had been publicly thrust into
prison, and now refused to be privately released with-
out proper acknowledgments on the part of the mag-
istrates.!

port from the Secretary of State at Washing-
ton; and who, upon occasion, claims his rights
ag an American citizen. All of which, in the
absence of evidence to the contrary, shows
that citizenship in a civil government, and a
legitimate exercise of the rights thereof, are
not inconsistent with Christianity, nor with
the fact that the Christian’s citizenship is
in heaven (Phil. 3:20, R. V.), and that
he is a stranger and pilgrim upon the earth
seeking a city whose builder and maker is
Grod.
The Sphere of Civil Authority.

Civil authority is ordained of God for

the preservation of hu-

tion is an improper one, or
that it describes something
that cannot exist, That a
man can be at once a Chris-
. tian, and, a citizen is evi-
dent from the fact thet the
Apostle Panl was such; he
was both a citizen and a
Chrigtian, We name these -
things in their order; for
the apostle was first a citizen
in point of time, and subse-
quently became a Christian;
but did not thereby either
forfeit or renounce his citi-
zenship, for we find him
twenty-five years after his
conversion declaring himself
‘g citizen of no mean city”
(Acts 21:39), and claiming
his legal rights as a Roman
(Acts 22: 25) ; and still later,
by several days at least, we
find him exercising the Ro-

man rights. ‘“We hold
these truths to be self-evi-
dent,” declared our fore-
fathers, ¢‘that all men are
created equal; that they are
endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable
rights; that among fhese
are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness; that
to secure these rights gov-
ernments are instituted
among men.” The same
sublime truths are taught
in the sacred Scriptures.
Civil government has, then,
to do only with the relations
of men as social beings, and
-in the very nature of the
case can have nothing what-
ever to do with any man’s
relations toward God. Nor
does the individual, the cit-
izen, the subject, or what-

man citizen’s right of appeal
to the emperor himself.
Acts 25:10, 11. The

Paul Before Festus:

He Appeals Unto Cesar.

Then said Paul, I stand at Ceaesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged:
done no wrong, as thou very well knowest. For if I be an offender, or have committed anything

ever else he may be called,
. owe to civil government any
to the Jews have I duty, or service, or obliga-

Apostle Panl was, then,
Christian citizen of the Ro-

but if there,be none of these things whereof these accuse
Acts 25:10, 11,

worthy of death, I refuse not to die: b
me, no man may deliver me unto them. Iappeal unto Ceesar.

man empire, and that at a - —

tion of any kind that does
not pertain fo the equal
rights of his fellow-men,

time when Rome itself was wholly pagan. .

Sllas also a Roman Citizen.

It may be that when Pa.ﬁl described himself
as ‘“a citizen of no mean city,” he meant no
more than that he was a native of Tarsus, and

Nor was this the first time that the apostle . regarded that as his home; but né such ex-

availed himself of the privileges of Roman
citizenship; neither was he alone init. From
Acts 16 we learn that when arrested, whipped
and imprisoned at Philippi, Paul and his
companion, Silas, refused to be secretly re-
leased, but sent word to the magistrates, say-
ing, ¢They have beaten us openly uncon-

planation can avail to weaken the force of the
apostle’s assertion that he was a Roman. In

this he as clearly claimed citizenship inan.

earthly government as does the American,
who, going abroad, carries with him a pass-

1 “Redemption: or the Teachings of Paul,” by Mrs. E. G.
Whits, page 42.

As an intelligent, civil, social being he

. is amenable to the God-ordained authority

which men have to safeguard their own rights;
but as a moral being, endowed with a religious
nature, capable of knowing good and evil as
revealed in the word of (od, the individual
is responsible only to God. In these things
civil government can have no legltlmate juris-
diction over him.

A Dual Citlzenship.
Such being the relations of men to each
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other and to their Creator, it follows that he
who properly nnderstands the obligationsrest-
ing upon him may at the same time be loyal
and obedient to a just, civil government, and
to the moral government of God; he may
thus have a dual citizenship being at the same

' time an American or other citizen and a citi-
zen of the heavenly kingdom. To deny this
iz to assert that there is a necessary conflict
between just civil government and the moral
government of God, which is certainly not
the case since both are ordained of God for
the good of man, including Christians. 1
Tim. 1:1-4.

" The Christian citizen, then, of an earthly
government, ig simply one, who, being a citi-
zen, is algo a Christian, and who having
learned to do unto others as he would that
they should do to him, having learned to love
his neighbor as himself, is subject to just civil
law “‘not only for wrath but also for con-
science’ sake.”

But the fact that the man is a Christian
entitles him to no special favors from the
government. Every man who conducts him-
self as a good citizen, who discharges his ob-
ligations to his fellowmen and respects their
equal rights, whatever may be his motive, is
entitled to all the benefits of civil society.
(Gtovernment cannot know the heart and can-
not inquire into the motive which impels the
subject to obedience; it can take cognizance
alone of his conduct in its relation to the gov-
ernment and to his fellow-citizens.

Just Government and the Conscience.

Just government will not trench apon the
moral domain, it will not- invade the sacred
precinots of the conscience. Nor will the
‘Christian citizen (the citizen who is truly a
Christian) invoke the civil power in behalf of
the supposed interests of his religion. To

do so would be to violate the all-comprehen-.

sive rule of Christian life, namely, ‘““Whether
ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all
to the glory of God.” It is to the glory of
God that his giftsand the things which he has
ordained are nsed for the purposes for which
he gave them; while to wrest his word, to
change his ordinances and usurp power which
he has reserved to himself is God-dishonor-
ing, as it is also to despise his gifts by refus-
ing to use for our preservation, improvement
and comfort, the means which he has gra-
ciously given. The Christian will then, while
thankfully availing himself of the benefits
of civil society, while willingly contributing
his quota of money and influence for its
maintenance, for the benefit not only of him-
,8elf but of his fellowmen, insist that the
State confine itself to its God-ordained sphere,
that it respect the right of conscience, which
is indeed only the right of God to the un-
trammeled heart-service of every man. In
short, the Christian citizen will exemplify in
his own life and in every sphere of action and
influence which he enters, the Goldén Rule:
¢ All things whatsoever ye would that men
shounld do to you, do ye even so to them.”

The Ten Commandments and the Golden
Ruie.

As before remarked, the one all-compre-
hensive rule of the Christian’s life ig,
‘“Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye
do, do all to the glory of God.”* The .serv-
ant of God never gets beyond this rule; he
cannot without forsaking Christ enter any
sphere where this law of action is not of bind-
ing obligation. Whether in the home, in the
church, or in the State, the claims of the di-
vine law are equally upon him.

When a prominent senator declared reveral

3 1 Cor. 10:31.

years since that the ten commandments and
the Golden Rule had no place in politics; he
doubtless spoke the truth so far ag the prac-
tice of many politicians is concerned, but he
did not announce a great principle nor a
necessary rule of action. Politics primarily
means, ‘‘The science or practice of govern-
ment; the regulation and government of a
nation or State for the preservation of its
safety, peace and prosperity,” * ¢¢ The protec-
tion of citizens in their rights,” * etc. Tosay
that in these things men might not or ought
not to be governed by the ten commandments
and the Golden Rule is to declare that God
has ordained something from which sin is in-
geparable, and that for the good of mankind;
for that even a very poor government is better
than none, all must admit.

Individual Accountability.

The trouble in regard to this question is
that too many agree with the honorable sen-
ator, to whom reference has been made, so
fully that in the political sphere they consider
themselves outside the jurisdiction of the law
of God, and act accordingly. They are gov-
erned by policy and that only; they know no
other law. Theirs is a terrible mistake.
Caucus, party, and-State acti on is, in its last
analysis, individual action, and for it individ-
uals are accountable and must one day answer
at the bar of the God whose law they have
despised and ignored.

Man Cannot Enforce the Law of God.

This is not saying, however, that caucuses,
parties, or States, have any warrant to enforce
either the ten commandments or the Golden
Rule., The Decalogue reaches to the thoughts
and intents of the heart; the Golden Rule re-
quires not only that a man shall be just, but
that he shall be generons. Civil rulers have
no jurigdiction over the mind; they have no
authority to enforce more than equal and
exact justice between man and man; and even
this theyare to do from the standpoint of nat-
ural right, not from that of the divine law.

In moral duty, in all things relating to the
relations of the creature to the Creator, God
has left men free to choose or to refuse His
service. Touching all these things he has
appointed a day in which he himself shall
judge the world; and to all who would usurp
his prerogative as Judge, he says:  Who art
thou that judgest another man’s gervant? to
his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea,
he shall be holden up: for God is able to
make him stand.”® Let the Christian, there-
fore, while he refuses to enter any sphere in
which he cannot be loyal to God, or toengage
in anything in which he cannot be governed
by the ten commandments and the Golden
Rule, beware on the one hand of despising an
ordinance of God, and on the other hand of
usurping the authority and functions of the
Judge of all the earth. .

The evils of civil government are not in its
legitimate use but in its abuse. The man
who attends a district school meeting and as-
sists in determining the amount of school tax
that shall be levied and the number of months
that school shall be taught thereby exercises.
a right of civil citizenship, and engages to
just that extent in politics and government;
and it would be absurd to say that in so doing
he could not act in harmony with the will of
(God as expressed in the ten commandment
and the Golden Rule. :

A Serious Question Considered.
But while it is not in itself contrary to the

principles of Christianity for the Christian
under certain circumstances to exercise the

3 The Century Dictionary. ¢ Webster. 5 Rom. 14: 4,

rights of civil citizenship, yet there are cir-
cumstances of time and place which, to say
the least, render participation in civil affairs
by the Christian very questionable. Politics,
in the common acceptation of the term, are
both corrupt and corrupting. The chances
are a thousand to one that the Christian en-
tering the political sphere, under prevailing
conditions, would not only fail in doing
any good but would be himself contaminated
by the abounding corruption. Surely the serv-
ant of God can find a more fruitful field and
promising gphere of usefnlness than the role of
political partizan.

The ever, overshadowing, all-absorbing
theme of the truly Christian minister or lay-
man is the salvation of sinners. It is to res-
cue those who are conformed to this world,

-that being transformed by divine grace, they

may *‘ prove what is that good and acceptable,
and perfect will of God.”

In the pursuit of such work, Christians ac-
complish vastly more for the betterment of
civil society by the reflex influence on the
non-Chrigtian world of their Christian words
and deeds than they could possibly accomplish
by attempting to reform civil government by
devoting their time to the never-yet achieved
and indeed impossible task of purifying poli-
tics, when any betterment of politics can
come only as the result of the reformation of
the individnals who compose the body politic.

Civil Government Only Temporary.

According to the Word of God, civil gov-
ernments are only temporary. They are or-
dained among men for the purpose of pre-
gerving order among the selfish, oppressive
magses of men, while the ambassadors of
Christ plead with these masses to be trans-
lated not from civil society but from the king-
dom of Satan into that of God’s dear Son,

By the same Word We learn that these same
governments are to be destroyed by the hand
of God. ¢ The God of heaven shall set up a
kingdom, . It shall break in pieces
and consnme all these kingdoms.” The same
Word declares that ¢‘in the last days”
“wicked men and seducers shall wax worse
up to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
the second time; when every government of
earth represented by the kings of the earth
and their armies will be arrayed in open hos-
tility to him and perish as a result. It must
follow from this that the nearer we approach
this destruction the greater the separation be-
tween these God-defying governments and the
citizens of the kingdom of God.

The people who publish the AMERICAN
SENTINEL believe that the world is fast near-
ing that solemn hour to which we have re
ferred. They believe that now as never be-
fore it is the duty of the Christian minister
and layman to labor - to rescue men from the
impending doom of all things earthly. They
do not believe that the ship of State can be
saved from the wreck which He who sees the
end from the beginning has decreed to be the
fate of worldly governments; and just as it
would be a crime for the captain of a hopeless
wreck to urge his crew and passengers to man
the pumps when they should take to the
life-boats, so to-day it is a sin against heaven
and against perishing men for the followers
of Christ to devote their energies, as so many
are doing, to the attempted salvation of polit-
ical government, to the regeneration of civil
society, instead of the salvation of perishing
men. The church is honeycomed with infi-
delity, her life is well-nigh crushed .outby an
insupportable load of worldliness, while her
ministers who should be weeping between the
porchand the altar crying, ‘‘Spare thy people,
O Lord, and give not thine heritage to re-
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proach,” are dabbling in the cesspool of poli-
tics in the vain effort to renovate civil society!
But to all who will heed the call the Creator
gays, ‘‘ Come out from among them, and be
ye separate, saith the Liord, and touch not the
unclean thing, and I will receive you.”

R e

THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

IN these days when it is prophesied that
“‘the. kingdom of Grod is to enter the realm of
law through the gateway of politics,” and so

many influential men and women are earnestly.

working to fulfill the prophecy, it is more
than ever important that we understand the
nature of that kingdom, as set forth by Him
from whom all knowledge upon the subject
must be derived.

The Scriptures clearly teach that under the
regimé of sin and evil which has prevailed in
the earth since man’s fall, and will prevail
while this world remains, the kingdom of God
cannot be a visible kingdom. This is con-
trary to the idea which has in all ages been
cherished by many professed followers of
Christ; but it is the truth, notwithstanding.
The idea that the kingdom of God was to be
forcibly set up as a visible, glorions kingdom
among the other kingdoms of earth, was
cherished by the apostles themselves, and was
the very last of their false notions to be given
up. It was onlyafter a most bitter and trying
experience that they did so.

At one time, we read, as Christ was on-his
way to Jerusalem, accompanied by his disci-
ples, *< he added and spake a parable, .
because they thought that the kingdom of
God should immediately appear.” TLuke 19:
11, The parable was that of the nobleman
who went into a far country to receive a king-
dom, and to return; and by it he tanght that
the kingdom is not to appear until the return
of the nobleman; that is, until the return.of
Christ, which will be at his second coming in
the clonds of heaven. '

At another time the Pharisees came to him
and asked him when the kingdom of God
should come? The Pharisees and all the
Jews were looking eagerly for the restoration
of the kingdom of David and deliverance
from the yoke of Rome. In reply the Saviour
said, ‘“The kingdom of God cometh not with
obgervation; neither shall they say, Lo, here!
or, lo there! for behold, the kingdom of God
is within you.” TLuke17:20,21. TItisdirectly
against this plain declaration that men and
women are zealously working to-day in Christ’s
name. They are striving to make the king-
dom of God come with observation. - They
are trying to give it a trinmphal entry
“‘through the gateway of politics.” There ig
nothing more conspicuous to-day than events
which come as the resnlt of political agi-
tation. The political arena is the cyno-
gure of all eyes. Nothing can issue out
of that place without attracting world-wide
notice.

Such efforts must result in utter failure;
for the word of God cannot fail. ¢ The
kingdom of heaven cometh not with observa-
tion.” The nature of that kingdom hag not
changed since the days' of the apostles, The
kingdom of God is within the hearts of those
who, in spirit and in truth, worship God.
The kingdom is now the kingdom of grace,
and men enter into it through faith, When
faith comes into the heart, the kingdom of
God comes with it. The individual’s allegi-
ance is transferred from the author of sin to
the Author of righteousness. The heart be-
comes the temple of God, the habitation of
his throne. '

When the grace of God has done its woik,
—when all have reoeived it who will, and the
““ mystery of God” is finished-—Jesus Christ
will leave the Sanctuary in heaven, where he
is now High Priest before the heavenly mercy
seat (Heb. 8:1, 2), and will ‘““appear the
gecond time,” in the clouds of heaven,.unto
the salvation of those thatlook for him. Heb.
9:28. And when he shall appear in his glory
then will his saints also appear in glory, both

- those who have died in faith and also “‘we
which are alive and remain unto the coming
of the Lord.” 1 Thess. 4:15. Then will
the kingdom of God become a vigible kingdom
of glory. ‘ '

But how insignificant will then appear the
schemes of misguided men to usher in that
awful and sublime condition, through poli-
tics. Let Christians and all men turn from
earthly vanities unto the living God, and by
the power. of God unto salvation, manifested
in their lives, hasten theanswer to the prayer,
“Thy kingdom come.” S.

BEARING DEADLY FRUIT.

»»

THAT ‘“religion in politics,” as illustrated
in the present campaign, leads directly to the
position of the party who are clamoring for
religious legislation by State and nation, is
evident to a prominent representative of that
party, the pastor of St. Paul’s M. E. Church,
Philadelphia. In the Christian Statesman of
Ang. 22, he says:—

Egpecially will the prominence the money discus-
sions on both sides give to moral considerations open
the way for Christian ethics. If only in private con-
versation with friends be sure to follow up a moral
appeal with the value of the Christian amendment.
No circumstances can be more favorable than the
present conflict, Already the rhetorical figures are of
sacred subjects and the fiery appeals to God’s higher
laws of Christian equity and brotherhood, If all who
believe in the Christian amendment will earnestly
agitate, the convictions on the subject will most rap-
idly grow and bear fruit,

It is ““ National Reform ” fruit that will
gurely be borne upon the Upas tree of religion
in politics. S,

-

THE SOURCE OF CIVIL POWER.

THAT civil government is ordained of God
is plainly taught in the Scriptures of truth;
but that this is so in the sense contended for
by some, namely, that governments are en-
dowed with extraordinary rights and powers,
rights and powers which do not grow out of
the very conditions under which governments
exist, which do not primarily belong to the
people, but which come directly and specially
to the government from God, is sustained
neither by the testimony of Inspiration, nor by
the nature of man and the conditions under
which he exists.

John Locke, one of the ‘most profound
moral philosophers of any age, shows plainly
and incontrovertibly in his treatise on ¢ Civil
Government,” that every power which justly
belongs to the State belongs first of all to the
individual, and comes to the State from the
individual. ¢ God,” he says, ‘‘having made
man such a creature, that, in his own judg-
ment, it was not good for him to be alone,
put him under strong obligations ef necessity,
convenience, and inclination to drive him into
society.” And it may properly be observed
that in doing this God ordained civil govern-
ment as well as every other relation that
grows out of the conditions under which man
exists. )

““The first society,” says Mr. Locke, ‘¢ was

between man and wife, which gave beginning
to that between parents and children; to
which, in time, that between master and serv-
ant came to be added; and although all these
might, and commonly did meet together, and
make up but one family, wherein the master
or mistress of it had some sort of rule proper
to a family; each of these, or all together,
came short of political society. . Con-
jugal society 1s made by voluntary compact
between man and woman. It draws
with it mutual support and assistance, and a
communion of intereststoo. . . . But
the husband and wife, though they have but
one concern, yet having different nnderstand-
ings, will unavoidably sometimes have differ-
ent wills too; it therefore being necessary
that the last determination, ¢. ., the rule,
should be placed somewhere; it naturally falls
to. the man’s share, as the abler a1 d stronger.
But this reaching but to the things of their
common interest and property, leaves the wife
in fnll and free possession of what by con-
tract [or by nature] is her peculiar right, and
gives the husband no more power over her life
than she has over his.”  Again, on this very
point Mr. Liocke remarks, that the power of
the husband over the wife is so far from being
absolute that she ‘‘has in many cases a liberty
to separate from him, where natural right or
their contract allows it.”

We do not understand by this that Mr.
Locke denies that marriage is a divine insti-
tution, but that he asserts that it is entered
into by agreement, and that the just powers
of the husband are derived from the consent
of the wife, which consent, together with
compliance with whatever forms may be re-
quired by civil society, constitutes her his
wife; and that the wife is under obligation to
the husband only in that which natural right
or their contract allows. The same he shows
is true in civil society. He says: ‘“Men being
by nature all free, equal, and independent,
no one can be put out of this estate and sub-
jected to the political power of another with-
out his own consent. The only way whereby
any one divests himself of his natural liberty,
and puts on the bonds of civil society, is by
agreeing with other men to join and unite
into a community for their comfortable, safe,
and peaceable living one with another, in a
secure enjoyment of their properties.” But
that men will and must do this is made cer-
tain by the very fact that they are created
social beings with equal rights; it follows,
therefore, that in creating them thus and as-
sociating them together, God ordained that
they should thus organize, therefore ¢¢the
powers that be ’—the civil powers—*‘are or-
dained of God.”

This view of the matter preserves the per-
fect harmony which exists between the teach-
ing of the Seriptures on one hand, and the
nature of man and the facts of history on the
other; while any other theory arrays the
Bible against facts ag we know them to ex-
ist, and makes the Creator responsible for a
great deal of very bad and tyrannical govern-
ment.

-

CHRISTIANS AND CIVIL GOVERNMENT,

WE have been asked the question, Does not
the fact that the Chrisgtian is an ambassador
for Christ debar him from any rightful parti-
cipation in civil affairs?

An affirmative view of this question is held
by some individuals, and sought to be sup-
ported by a parallel drawn with respect to the
position of an ambassador from one earthly
government to another. At first glance the
position seems to be well taken; but a mo-
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ment’s candid reflection shows that the parallel
does not hold good.

In the first place, the Christian is not an
ambassador for Christ to any government on
earth, but only to individnals. He is sent to
beseech  individnals, not governments, to be-
_ comnie reconciled to God. 2 Cor. 5:20. His
mission is not to induce men to transfer their
allegiance from civil government to God, who
has himself ordained it, but to renounoe the
gervice of Satan, the god of this world,
and to give their allegiance to the God of
heaven, ‘

Secondly, the parallel destroys itself. For
it is the whole business of the Christian as
such to persuade those whom he meets to be-
come subjects of another government, that
ig, the kingdom of Christ. What would be
thought of the conduct of an ambassador to
this country who would devote his time to
the work of persuading Americans to become
subjects of the government which he repre-
sented? It would certainly be deemed a most
outrageous interference in our civil affairs,
The Christian, from the standpoint of those
who make nse of this parallel, is reqmired to
violate in the most flagrant manner the prin-
ciple which debars the ambassador of one gov-
ernment from meddling in the internal affairs
of another.

All Christians know that Christianity is not
against the interests of any good government,
but for those interests. The conversion of
an individual to Christianity does not in the
least interfere with his performance of those
duties which spring from the relationships of
civil society. The more real Christians any
country has in it the better for that country.
The stigma of working against the interests
of civil government does not rest upon the
Christian ambassador. The sphere of civil
government is entirely distinct from that of
Christianity; action in one.of these does not
in the least interfere with action in the other.
Hence renunciation of the duties and prinei-
ples which relate to one is not demanded by
participation in the affairs of the other.

8.

>

THE EASTERN FERMENT.

[New York Jowrnal, August 28, 1896.]

ZaxziBa® and Constantinople are some

distance apart, but fighting in both places on
the same day helps to show how comprehen-
sive the Eastern question is, and how full of
sinister possibilities. Indeed, it is no longer
the Hastern guestion, but the world question
—at least the question of the Old World. It
cannot be localized now at one end of the
Mediterranean, as it could forty years ago.
While there are riots in Constantinople,
revolutiong in Macedonia, Crete, and the Leb-
anon, and massacres in Armenia, there is a
war of diplomacy in Egypt which shades into
.a war of troups in the Sondan. This carries
ug to the regions of the Abyssinian armed
truce and the rival expeditions of the French
and the Congo State. Then we find ourselves
at the scene of the Uganda dispute, which is
closely connected with the disturbed politics
of Zanzibar. This takes us by insensible de-
grees to the theater of the Matabele -war and
the Transvaal crisis.

Again, starting eastward from the storm
center on the Bosphorus, through Persia,
Afghanistan, Turkestan, and China, we find
one diplomatic entanglement linked with
another until the rising power of Japan comes
into view, and the Eastern question is merged
into the question of the Far East. ’

Yesterday’s affair in Constantinople was

like some of the ‘‘race wars” that used to
flourish in the Somth. ‘‘July 1. A horde
of infuriated negroes is advancing upon the
town, with the snpposed intention of massa-
cring all the white inhabitants. The whites
are arming in gelf-defense.” ¢July 2. The
riotous negroes were attacked in their cabing
yesterday and routed. Fifteen of them were
killed. No white men were injured.” The
Armenian riots were snpposed to have been
begun by Armenian revolutionists. The re-
sult was that several hundred of these danger-
ous Armenians were killed. Later accounts
may make the number some thousands.

It ig a pity that it took some bloodshed to
convince the natives of Zanzibar that they
were really British snbjects. Ever since the
partition of 1890, by which England and
Germany agreed to help each other to the
territories of the Sultan of Zanzibar, it has
been generally understood that Fngland would
take the island whenever she got ready. Its
government has been administered by British
officials for the past five years. There is a
little coy hesitation in London about pro-
claiming a formal annexation, but this mod-
esty will donbtless be overcome, and it is well
that it should be. The Sultanate of Zanzibar
has been a nest of slave trading whose sup-
Ppression would end more human misery than
anything else except the destruction of the
Turkish Empire. And that may not be long
delayed either.

WHAT IS THE STATE?

BY J. O, CORLISS.

It is admitted by all Christians that civil
government is ordained of God, for this is
plainly stated by the Secriptures. Rom. 13:
1. But for what purpese? To rule in re-
ligions matters? If so, then what need of
the Church? Why not let the State be the
Church, and have all the gospel ordinances
administered by government officers? In that
case, each government officer would, of course,
be inducted into office by prayer and imyposi-
tion of hands, in the same way as officers of
the church. It may beobjected that such an
extreme would not be admissible, becanse it
would necessarily degrade Christian ordi-
nances to the level of secnlar matters. True
enough; but if civil government is ordained
of God, to regulate, in any degree, matters of
relig?ion, who shall say where its powers must
end ?

Did not the Apostle Panl exhort the
Roman Chrigtians to be snbject to the ‘“powers
that be,” for conscience’ sake? Yet the very
work of preaching the gospel, in which that
apostle was engaged, was opposed to the re-
ligion and laws of the Roman Government.
The religion of Rome, at that time, was
pagan, and was controlled by the State. The
religion Panl preached was Christianity, to
which Rome wag uncompromisingly opposed.
Neander, in his Church History, quotes the
following from Cicero, as one of Rome’s fun-
damental maxims of legislation :—

No man shall have, for himself particularly, gods
of his own: No man shall worship, by himself, any
new or foreign gods, unless they are recognized by
the public laws.—Vol. I, pp. 86, 87, Torrey's Troms-
lation, 18562,

And yet in the face of law so stringently
opposed to Christianity, the apostle exhorted
the subjects of Rome, who professed Chris-
tianity, to be subject to the ‘‘powers that be,”
calling them the ¢‘higher powers,” and de-
claring that they were ‘‘ordained of God.”
Now, if that government was ordained of

Grod, to enforce such laws as it did against
Christianity, then how manifestly wrong was
it for the Apostle Paul to preach a religion in
Rome, which was diametrically opposed to the
laws of Rome! Looking at the matter in this
light, Nero did the work of a minister of God
in executing wrath upon the Christians for
not conforming to the laws of the country,
which commanded all to ¢ worship the gods
in all respects, according to the laws of your
country, and compel all others to do the same;
but hate and punish those who would intro-
duce anything whatever, alien to our customs
in this particular.” i

This was Roman law. Yet Paul himself,
as well as the other apostles, practiced that
which was plainly in violation of that statute,
and snffered death in consequence. They
justified themselves, too, in the course they
pursued, by asserting that the law of God had
higher claims on them than the laws of earthly
governments,

At one time, when Peter and John had been
preaching the gospel contrary to the law under
which they lived, they were threatened by the
authorities for so doing, and were commanded
to desist from such a course. They simply
replied, ‘‘Whether it be right in the sight of
God to hearken unto you more than nnto
God, judge ye.” Acts4:19. Thatall might
know how they regarded the anthority of the
civil power in religious matters, they still kept
on preaching Christ; but were again appre-
hended and brought before the council. They
were then reminded of the caution given them
a short time before, but the apostles quietly
said, ‘“We ought to obey God rather than
man.” Acts 5:29. These answers of the
apostles plainly show the position they oc-
cupied, relative to this matter. They did
not have the faintest idea that the State had
the least authority in matters of religion.
More than that; their words plainly teach
that human laws are utterly incapable of
meeting the requirements of the individunal
congcience, and are therefore inadequate
to regulate matters of personal faith toward
Grod.

Why, then, were those injunctions regard-
ing the ““powers that be,” given by the Apos-
tle Paul to the Roman Christians? Manifestly
to teach them that their relation to Chris-
{ianity in no way absolved them from their
duty as citizens, to the government under
which they lived.  Although they had come
to recognize the King of heaven as their spir-
itual Ruler, they were not to forget that civil
governments have a part to act, in procuring
peace and protection to the honest and indus-
trious, and, for that purpose, were ordained
of God.

And, although the king of the country in
which they lived, was a wicked heathen, they
would not be justified in refusing to obey his
laws, which imposed taxes to maintain peace
and public order. So long as those laws did
not contravene that law which is above all—
the law of God—they were enjoined to observe
them, as duties toward their fellowmen, which
were covered by the law of their heavenly
King.

Civil government, then, is ordained of God,
for the sole purpose of regulating affairs be-
tween man and his fellowman. This is as
true of a heathen as of a Christian power, as
seen from the fact that Paul made such a
statement and applied it to the Roman gov-
ernment, when it was intensely pagan, and
even when it was ruled by Nero. Buf, ad-
mitting this, it does not follow that God or-
dains each statute enacted by civil govern-
ments, or any of the sfatntes thus enacted.
To say that every civil magistrate holds office
by divine authority, and has, therefore, a
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right to rule in religious things, is stating
that which every one knows is not, and can-
not be, true. For, in that case, no man,
whoever he may be, would have any alterna-
tive but to obey the mandates of the civil
authority in divine as well ag earthly things,
without a question as to whether it was just
or not. 'This would destroy all necessity for
any one but the magistrate to read the Bible,
in which is found recorded the will of God.

Moreover, such a rule wonld make the magis-

trate’s conscience the rule for all under his
jurisdiction, and would, therefore, destroy
the relation man is supposed to sustain toward
God by making him, in religious matters,
wholly responsible to the magistrate rather
than to God.

This principle is well illustrated by the
statement of Liouis XIV., when, on his death-
bed, he ‘was approached in relation to his spir-
itual condition. His answer was, ‘I have
left all these matters with the church, and I
expect they have attended faithfully to them.”
Here was a man who had been taught to de-
pend wholly on the church, as an institution
divinely guided, and the consequence was
that, in all his wicked career, he never ac-
knowledged any responsibility except to that
institution upon which he had been prone to

.lean. The same condition of things would
surely follow with those who were led to believe
in the divine appointment of all the magis-
trates of the land.

It is well known, however, that the powers
of civil authority are always obtained and reg-
nlated according to the peculiar notions of
those who happen to be in anthority; and
the way governmental authority has usually
been obtained, is well stated by Macaulay,
in his essay on ¢ Gladstone on Church and
State” :—

A nation of barbarians pours down on a rich and
unwarlike empire, enslaves the people, portions out
the land, and blends the institutions which it finds
in the cities with those which it hag brought from
the woods. A handful of daring adventurers from
a civilized nation wander to some savage country,
and reduce the aboriginal race to bondage. A
successful general turns his arms against the State
which he serves. A society, made brutal by oppres-
gion, rises madly on its masters, sweeps away all old
iaws and usages, and when its first paroxysm of rage
is over, sinks down passively under any form of pol-
ity which may spring out of the chaos. A chief of a
party, as at Florence, becomes imperceptibly a sov-
eroign, and the founder of a dynasty. A captain of
mercenaries, as at Milan, seizes on a city, and by the
gsword makes himself its ruler. An elective senate,
as at Venice, usurps permanent and hereditary
power. It is in events such as these, that govern-
ments have generally originated; and we can see
nothing in such events to warrant us inbelieving that
the governments thus called into existence will be pe-
culiarly well fitted to distinguish hetween religious
truth and heresy. Far. 33.

Yet such ag these are among the ‘“powers
that be,” and exist in the providence of
God; not, however, to regulate religion among
men, but to maintain order and the proper
relations between man and man. To say more
than this, would be to assert that God or-
dained the powers of the Hast to maintain
Mohammedanism and Buddhism. This conld
not be true, otherwise the gospel commission
conferring authority to carry the gospel into
all the world, was a mistake, and the labors
of foreign missionaries in heathen countries,
are all out of order.

The truth is, that the language of Paul to
the Roman Christians, was designed to state
only a general truth, which was applicable to
every form of government in order fo ensure
peace and prosperity to God’s creatures every-
where. Order in government may be seen
even in the lower grades of creation. We
have only to watch a colony of honey-bees for
a short time, when it will be seen that they

have governmental order, and are controlled
in all their movements, by some acknowledged
head. And those proverbially enterprising
insects known as ants, are said, by naturalists,
also to be governed by specific laws which are
rigidly carried out in each community of these
little creatures. The governmental powers
of these and other orders of the animal crea-
tion, were just as much ordained of God as
were human governments; yet it does not fol-
low that their powers of government were de-

_gigned to extend to religious things.

<
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HOW THE STATE BENEFITS(?) THE CHURCH
IN HOLLAND.

“Ir is a sad picture,” says the New York
Observer, of the 20th ult., ““which the Rev.
Hermar Vanderwart gives in the Christian
Intelligencer, of the State Church of Holland.
He says:—

The State Church of Holland is just about the same
as of old. There is-very little life to it. The major-
ity of her pulpits still preach a sort of refined ration-
alism, placing great stress on ethies and forms. The
real veligious life finds stronger expression in the
Christian Reformed Church of the kingdom, which
grows year by year in strength and composes the
backbone of the people. It grew out of a reaction
against the rationalistic teachings of the State Church,
and is to-day the church of Holland’s future. It has
just completed, some three years ago, a union with
another small body which revolted against the teach-
ings of the old church, and presents a united front
against the inroads of dead orthodoxy and pernicious
rationalism. Its synod meets triennially at different
places. This year it convenes, August 11, at Middel-
burgh, in Zeeland, where I hope to go and convey the
fraternal greetings of our church, in company with
Dr. Bishop, of Orange, and the Rev. B. Van Kss, of
Roseland. The masses which have been baptized and
trained in the old State Church are more and more
drifting away from all church influences. They care
very little for religion, the Bible is no longer of any
aunthority, and God’s Sabbath is turned into a full
holiday. That’s the plain truth, It only shows the
old saying that when once you begin to unravel
the smallest stitches, you won’t have any seams left
at all.

““A golemn warning, surely,” says the Ob-
server, ““is to be found in the story here told.
Alas that it is all true as others besides Mr.
Vanderwart can and do testify.” But will
the Observer heed the warning? If we mistake
not our contemporary is among those who in-
sist upon State support of the Church in the
matter of Sunday laws, State-paid chaplains,
exemption of church property from taxation,
etc. They simply carry the matter a little

farther in Holland. .

-

SATOLLI’S SUCCESSOR APPOINTED.

A pispaTcHE from Rome, under date of

August 22, says:—

The diplomatic career of Father Sebastiano Marti-
nelli, second Delegate Apostolic in the United States,
will begin here to-morrow under unusually brilliant
auspices. In the Sistine Chapel of the Vatican, the
scene of 8o many famous and historic ceremonies, the
erstwhile humble prior of the Augustinians will be
raised to the archiepiscopal dignity, At the conciu-
gion of this impressive rite Cardinal Rampolla, the
Papal Secretary of State, will bestow on the newly
consecrated prince of the church his commission as
Leo’s representative in America.

The text of this commission cannot fail to be inter-
esting to all your American readers, particularly since
it departs from the usual formula to bestow warm
praise on the retiring delegate, Cardinal Satolll. It
reads as follows :—

‘“Venerable Brother: The post of Delegate Apos-
tolic in the United States of North America having
become vacant by the promotion to the sacred purple
of His Eminence Cardinal Satolli, who, by his great
work bas merited this mark of our esteem, we, hold-
ing you in our very especial affection and seeing in
you the qualities to carry on and perfect the work

begun by our beloved son, His Eminence Cardinal
Satolli, do benignly nominate you to that vacant
post.

““ By virtue of our apostolic authority and by virtue
of these present letters, we do further elect, make and
declare you to be the second Delegate Apostolic t0 the
United States of America at the good will of ourseif
and this Holy See. We grant you all and singular
the powers necessary for the carrying on of such dele-
gation,

“We command all whom it concerns to recognizein
you as Apostolic Delegate the supreme power of the
delegating pontiff,

‘“ We command that they give you aid, concurrence
and obedience in all things, that they receive with
reverence your salutary admonitions and orders.
Whatsoever sentence or penalty you shall declare or
inflict against those who oppose your authority we
will ratify, and with the authority invested in us by
the Lord, will cause the same to be ohserved inviola-
bly until condign satisfaction be made, notwithstand-
ing constitutions and apostolic ordinances or any other
thing to the contrary.

“Leo XIII,

‘‘Given at Rome, on the twenty-third day of August,
sighteen hundred and nine six, in the nineteenth year
of our pontificate.”

It does not appear upon the face of this
commission that the appointment of Martinelli
hag any reference to the desire of Rome to
establish diplomatic relations with this Gov-
ernment, but doubtless that long-cherished
scheme is still dear to the heart of Leo XIII.
and will be cherished in the Vatican until
such time as public sentiment shall make it
possible of accomplishment. TLet not Amer-
lcans relax their vigilance.

>

LOYAL TO LIBERTY.

A TOoUCHING story is told of General
Marion, ‘“the Swamp Fox,” of revolutionary
fame. As the story runs, a British officer
wag sent to the rude camyp of General Marion,
located in the swamps of North Carolina, for
the purpose of megotiating an eéxchange of
prisoners. When the officer came to dine
with General Marion and his staff, all they
sat down to was a peck of sweet potatoes,
baked in the ashes and served on a log. The
English officer commented on the poverty of
the fare, but was told that it was better than
usual.

““But your pay is good?” inquired the
English officer. ‘

“I have mnever received a dollar for my
services, nor my people,” replied the General.

““What motive, what stimulus, have vou
for fighting then?” inquired the astonished
Englishman.

“ We fight for love of liberty,” responded
Marion.

The story adds that the officer was so im-
pressed by this devotion to the cause of
American liberty that he returned to Charles-
ton and resigned his commission.

Such examples of devotion to the canse of
political liberty have been numerous and
have not been confined to one nation nor to
one age. Butin the cause of religious free-
dom there have appeared the most striking
examples of devotion to truth. Neither pri-
vation, fiendish torture, nor death have been
able to quench the spirit of loyalty to divine
truth in the breasts of men. The early
Christians were true to their convictions in
the presence of the flame, and the fury of the
hungry beasts. Albigenses, Waldenses, Lol-
lards, Hussites, Hugnenots, German Princes,
Baptists and Quakers, each in turn suffered
and fought the battle for liberty of conscience. .
To-day the Stundists of Russia and the anti-
revolutionary portion of the Armenians, ave
choosing exile and death rather than sur-
render their religious convictions.

There is another class of patient, loyal
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gufferers whom the world does not generally
recognize ag yet, who are making a heroic
struggle for religious liberty. These are the
Seventh-day Adventists who have been called
to suffer in prison and chain-gangs for their
faith., First they sacrifice the most valuable
business day of the week to their convictions,
and then for a failure to sacrifice another day
to the opinions of their neighbors, they are
fined, their property sold by the sheriff to pay
costs, and 1mprisoned or worked with crimi-
nals in the chain-gang. Their fortitude, the
joyfulness with which they take the spoiling
of their - goods, separation from family and
friends, the disgrace of the-cell or the chain-
gang and the associations-with the vile, ig a
specticle to inspire one amidst this compro-
mising, trimming, time-serving age of ours.

For the purpose of aiding these oppressed
people, and promulgating the Christian prin-
ciples of liberty of conscience, the Inter-
national Religious Liberty Association was
organized.. It is supported by members who
pay one dollar a year as a membership fee;
and by donations from sympathizing friends
of religious liberty, some of whom, while
they do not endorse the religious practices
of these persecuted people, yet desire to aid
them in the struggle for freedom, realizing
that if religious liberty may be abridged in
the case of this humble minority, it may be
in any case.

Many of the members of the organization
are poor, and the self-denial manifested in
many cages to secure funds to donate to its
work, is hardly second to the devotion of
those called upon to suffer for their faith in
prisons and chain-gangs, One in the posi-
tion of secretary of the Association can -but
be impressed, much as was Gieneral Marion’s
English visitor, with this self sacrificing de-
votion to the cause of liberty, and with the
fruitlessness of any attempt to quench it by
persecution. '

A man of sixty cuts cord-wood in the sum-
mer’s sun to obtain money to send to the
Asgociation; a man of seventy in his poverty
cultivates a row of tomatoes and realizes three
dollars and a half which he donates; a widow
sends a dollar earned by washing for her
neighbors; one sends two dollars, and writes:
1 am sixty-six years old and very feeble and
have only thirty-one cents. left. . . . But I
know He will put more means in my hands
if T use what I have to his glory.”

How utterly use'ess it is for mortal men to
attempt to stamp from the breasts of their
fellow-men this immortal God-breathed prin-
ciple,—love of liberty.

A. F. BALLENGER,
Sec. I. B. L. Ass'n.

39 Bond St., New York.

*>-

DEVELOPMENT OF RELIGIOUS LAW.

_ [Present Truth (London, Eng.), Aug. 20, 1896.]

WHAT is the origin of the present develop-
ment of human law for the enforcement of
religion? Paul agked the Thessalonians if
they did not remember that when he was with
them he had told them of these things; and
that they should let no man deceive them,

_ for there should be a falling away and the
man of sin be revealed, by whom the mystery
of iniquity was already, even at that time,
“working.

The Thessalonians were to remember—and
are we to forget that this was said to them?—
that God was to be opposed, and there should
be one who would exalt himself above God,
and should, from the very temple of God

itself, attempt to show that he. was himself
God. They were told not to forget—and are
we to fail to remember ?—that the iniquitous
workings, then begun in secret, should at
length be revealed, and that which was
planned in secrecy should finally be pro-
claimed on the housetops.

Here was the origin of human laws for
the enforcement of religion, and this subtle
deceivableness of unrighteousness, which is
now working with power and signs and lying
wonders, is the mystery of the deeds of sin of
that wicked one who will be consumed and
destroyed by fire out of heaven in that last
great and terrible day of the Lord.

This wicked one still works in secret and
his deeds are yet a mystery to most—but not
to all. That mysterious antichristian influ-
ence Wwhich has permeated the world—has
invaded and corrupted churches—has, with
consummate tact and diplomacy, insinuated
itself into civil councils and dominated gov-
ernments—is not now utterly unknown and
unrecognized,

Prophecy has- pointed out the progress of
the mystery of iniquity, and history has
recorded the fullfilment and realization of
prophecy step by step, and emphasized each
prophetic milestone by such nnmistakable in-
seriptions that the most ignorant may read
and comprehend. The line of march of the
mysterious commander of the forces of anti-
christ is marked by ever increasing inroads
into the confines of frue religion and eivil
justice; while pagan observances are added
to, or mingled with, methods of worship, and
practiced, until they become accepted forms,
Those who have resisted the encroachments
of evil, and remained true to the teachings of

Christ and the apostles, acknowledging no

rival authority, and submitting their lives
to no rule but that of God and his word,
have, at the behest of this commander, filled
the cells of the Inquisition, suffered under its
instruments of torture, fed the flames with
their flesh, and soaked the earth with their
blood.

The same spirit of fraud, and violence, and
force, and cruelty, and injustice, is still at
work. Its field of operations is not cirecnm-
scribed. It is not confined to the battle-
grounds of former campaigns. Fresh fields
of conquest have been opened in new worlds.
The same tactics which have been so success-
fulin former ages are still in vogue, in forms
modified to suit changed social and political
conditions.  Religions observances, pagan

and idolatrous in character, have been in-,

grafted info the accepted religious formality.
These observances have grown and developed
until they overshadow the real purpose of
religion, and take the place, in the minds of
their devotees, of true religion itself. The
test of a profesgion of religion has, oftentimes,
become the acceptance of the popular and
accepted forms of superficial and faghionable
devotion.

Not infrequently they who occupy the
highest seat in the synagogue ignore Christ
and his teachings, and, although they profess
to accept the Word of God, deny the author-
ity of its precepts, and affirm the authority of
the traditions of men.

The pulpit has been set in the open door-
way of the temple of Janus. While it remains
there those doors can never be shut. From
guch a pulpit the gospel of force must be
preached. From -such a pulpit the soldier
and the police constable will be accredited
emissaries. Such a gospel does not persuade
or convert, it subjugates; it does not convict
of sin, it establishes the sinner in an hypoc-
risy which covers evil with an affectation of
good, and imputes evil where good is.

NEWS AND NOTES.

THE question of Sunday street-car service
is still agitating the people of Toronto,-Ont.
The mayor has promised his hearty support
to the opponents of Sunday cars.

——————

THE National Christian Citizenship League
has issued an appeal to the friends of temper-
ance to aid in the fight for the preservation of
prohibition in South Dakota, which has now
reached a critical stage.

NEw ORLEANS, La., Ravenswood and As-
toria, N. Y., Waterbury, Conn., Atlantic
City, N. J., Oshkosh, Wis., and Brazil, Ind.,

.are a few of the places where the gospel of

forceis being invoked by clergymen and others
in the interests of Sunday observance.

Ix New Orleans, La., the Sunday-law forces,
beginning with the closing of the saloons,
have now proceeded to close all groceries and
other stores on Sunday, except the markets
and fruit stands. Their goal seems to be the
closing of everything on Sunday except the -
church.

AN Anti-Masonic International Congress is
soon to be held in Europe, under the special
auspices of Jthe Vatican, none being allowed
to participate in it except those who ‘‘profess
the most absolute obedience to the Roman
Catholic Church and to the pope.” The pap-
acy will in this try to impress the people with
a sense of the sinfulness of allegiance to any-
thing except itself.

REPRESENTATIVES of the Greek, Anglican,
01d Catholic, and Protestant churches recently
held a meeting in Vienna, at which a resolu-
tion was passed unanimously protesting against
the claim of the Pope to be the source of
healing for Christendom, and against other -
assumptions of the papal church. The con-
vention was designed as an offset to the Pope’s
late encyeclical to Hungary.

TAE Armenian Revolutionary Society are
to the front again with serious disturbances
in Constantinople and Galata. On August 26,
an armed body of these revolutionists entered
and took possession of the Ottoman Bank,
where they remained during the day, shooting
at the police and firing bombs into the streets,
killing and wounding passers by. The next
morning they surrendered, and stated that
the purpose of the riot was to secure reforms.
The immediate result, as reported, was exten-
sive damage to property and the loss of several
hundred lives, mostly those of Armenians.

————

¢ RELIGION in politics ” is intensifying the
desperate conflict between ‘¢ Christian” and
Turk in Crete. The evidence of this is the
following statement made recently in Parlia-
ment by the English Under-Secretary for For-
eign Affairs:—

““'The second difficulty with which we are
confronted is one which it is almost impossi-
ble to escape, and that is the outbreak of re-
ligious and political animosity which unhap-
pily prevail§in theisland. One day one party
is the aggressor, and the next day the other
party is the aggressor. It is not fair to say
that in every case the Christians have been
the victims. If the House could at all
realize the intensity of the religious feeling
which prevails, it wonld try and avoid taking

-gides.”



SEPTEMBER 3, 1896,

AMERICAN SENTINIEIL

279

e

%« $7.00 WORTH FOR $3.50. %

We propose to make it possible for each a,nd everyone to be the possessor of

A FIRST-CLASS HIGH - GRADE BIBLE.

The book we offer has large clear type (see specimen page) and is what is known: as the

ATIERICAN OXFORD SELF-PRONOUNCING REFERENCE TEACHERS’ BIBLE,

Bourgois Type, Bound in Imperial Seal Leather, Divinity Circuit, Extra Linen Lined to Edge, Round Corners, Red Under Gold Edges,

Silk Headband, Silk Marker, Binding of the Best Quality,

REGULAR PRICE, $6.00

OUR PREMIUM BIBLE OPEN.

WITH SENTINEL

ONE
YEAR

- $3.50

With this book reading is made easy. No more
stumbling over the hard words., All proper names
are divided into syllables, and the accent and dia-
critical marks render their accurate pronuncia-
tion a simple matter. With a little study of the
Key to Pronunciation to be found in every copy of
this‘Bible, the reader loses all fear of the ldng, hard
names of Scripture, and pronounces them with
ease,

As is indicated by the name,
Bible. It

contains fifteen maps and 64

this is a teachers’

pages of illustrations and dia
grams, copious helps of the latest
revision, Bible index, concord-
ance, dictionary of Scripture

proper names with their pro-

nunciation and meaning, and

OUR PRETIUM BIBLE
CLOSED.

many other excellent features.

They that sealed the covenant.

NEHEMIAH, X

The points of the covenant,

gavest before them, neither turned
they from their wicked works.

36 Behold, ®we are servants this
day, and for the land that thou gav-
est unto our fathers to eat the fruit
thereof and the good thereof, behold,
we are servants in it :

37 And ¢it yieldeth much increase
unto the kings whom thou hast set
over us because of our sins: also
they have/dominion over our bodies,
and over our cattle, at their pleaf-
sure, and we are in great distress.

38 And becauseof all this we ¢ make
a sure covenant, and write it; and
our princes, Lé’vites, and priests,
2 hgeal unto it.

CHAPTER X

1 The names of them that sealed the covenant, 29
The points of the covenant.

OW 3those that sealed were,

@ Né-he-mi’ah, *the Tir’sha,-

tha, ® the son of Hich-a-l/ah, and
Z‘Id—kl’_]a,h

2 ¢ S¢r-a-Vah, Az-g-ri/ah, Jér-¢-mi’-

ah, ,

3 Pishir, Am~a,-r1’ah Mil-chi‘jah,

4 Hét’tush Shéb—a;—m’ah Mil/1luch,
5 Ha’rim, Mér’g-mbth 0- ba-di‘ah,

6 Dﬁn’;el Gin/ng-thon, Ba/ruch,

7 Mé-shiil’lam, A-bi/jah, M’(J’a-min

8 Mai-a-zi’ah, Bﬂ’ ga-1, Sh&m-a-1’ah :

these were the priests.

9 And the L&’vites: both J¥sh/u-4

the son of Az-a-ni-ah, Bin/nu-I of the| ¢

sons of Hén’a-did, K&d’mi-el ;

10 And their brethren, Sh&b-a-ni’-
ah, Ho-di’jah, Kgli-ta, P&la-lah,
Ha/nan,

11 Mi’cha, Ré’hdb, Hash-a-bi‘ah,

12 Zic/cur, Shir-g-bi‘ah, Shéb-a-
ni‘ah,

© 13 Ho-d1’3ah Bi/ni, Bén/i-nd.

id The chief of the people; ¢ Pa/-
rosh, Pa‘hath-m&/ab, E/lfm, Zit/-
thu, Ba/ni,

15* Biin/ni, Az’gad, Bgb/d-1,

16 Ad-é-nl’;ah Big/vai, A’din,

17 A’t@ér, Hiz-ki’jah, Az zur,

18 Ho6-di/jah, Ha/shom, Bé/zai,

19 Ha‘riph, An’a-thdth, Néb/a-i,

20 M:ig’/pi-dsh, Me-shul’lam, Heé/zir,
21 Mé-shéz’a-be-el, Za’ddk, Jad-
da’a,

22 Pél-a-ti’ah, Ha’nan, An-g-i’ah,
23 Ho6-shé’a, Hé.n—a,-m’ah Ha’shub
24 F41-16/hesh, Pil’e-ha, Sho’bek,
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25 Ré’hiim, Hi-shib/nah, Ma-g-s8/-
iah,

26 And A-hi/jah, Hi’nan, A’nan,

27 M#lluch, Ha/rim, Ba’a-nah.

28 1 ¢And the rest of the people,
the priests, the Lé’/vites, the porters,
the singers, the Néth’i-nims, / and all
they that had separated themselves
from the people of the lands unto
the law of God, their wives, their
sons, and their daughters, every one
having knowledge, and having un-
derstanding ;

29 They clave to their brethren,
their nobles, 7and.entered into a
curse, and into an oath, #to walk in
God’s law, which was given 5by Mo/~
geg the servant of God, and to ob-
gerve and do all the commandments
of the LorD our LoRD, and his judg-
ments and his statutes ;

30 And that we would notgive ¢ our
daughters unto the people of the
land, nor take their daughters for
our gons :

31 * And if the people of.the Tand
bring ware or any victuals on the
sabbath day to sell, that we would not
buy it of them on the sabbath, or on
the holy day: and thai we would
leave the ?!seventh year, and the
m exaction of ¢ every debt.

32 Also we made ordinances for us,

i lto charge ourselves yearly with the

third part of a shekel for the service
of the house of our God

83 For "the shewbread, and for the
% continual meat offering, and for
the continual burnt offering, of the
sabbaths, of the new moons, for the
get feasts, and for the holy things,
and for the sin offerings to make an

. |atonement for Is/ra-el, and for all the
- |lwork of the house of our God.

84 And we cast the lots among the
priests, the L&/vites, and the people,

5. [P for the wood offering, to bring it

into the house of our God, after the
houses of our fathers, at times ap-
pointed year by year, to burn upon
the altar of the LorD our God, ?as
it is written in the law:

85 And 7 to bring the firstfruits of
our ground, and the firstfruits of all
fruit of all trees, year by year, unto
the house of the LoRD:

36 Also the firstborn of our sonms,
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== ANY one receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without
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friend. Therefore, those who have not ordered the SENTINEL
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We ask for our leader this week a careful
and candid reading.

Tug Catholic Mirror, of the 29th ult.,
containg a very remarkable article on ‘¢ The
Inquisition,” which we will review next
week,

It is regarded by some as a significant fact
that the Roman Catholic press of the country
is, almost without exemption, on the side of
“ free silver.” )

AN exchange has pertinently remarked,
with reference to the religious aspect of the
political campaign, that the proper ¢¢gold
standard ” for Christians is the Giolden Rule.

IN the light of .our first-page article of this
week much that is called ¢¢ Christian citizen-
ship” appears to be only usurpation of a
prerogative of the Creator. God hasgiven no
man authority over the consciences of his fel-
lowmen.

—_—————

TrEx Manitcba school question is about to
be settled by a compromise, and that of a sort
which shows that the only matter everat issue
was who should control the schools in the
interests of their religion, Protestants or Pa-
pists. The spoils are soon to be divided.

————m

It is said that in the great industrial cen-
ters of England and Scotland, less than one-
tenth of the people go to church on Sunday.
The English papers have been collecting sta-
tistics and this is the result. And in some
places one-half of this ten per cent. is made up
of Catholics.

—————

INFORMATION reached us just before clos-
ing up this paper, of the arrest at Wartrace,
Bedford County, Tenn., of a Seventh-day
Adventist named Philpot for working on Sun-
day. We have not learned the particulars
further than that his trial was set for the 8th
of October, and he was released on his recog-
nizance. :

“WHAT a pity it is,” exclaims the Christian
Statesman, of August 15, ¢ that neither of
the great political parties is willing to take a
high position on great moral questions.” In
view of the very limited acquaintance of the
great political parties with ¢¢great moral
questions,” we think they can hardly be
blamed for not taking a high position on the
same, in view of their liability to a fall.

Since both political parties cannot succeed,
one or the other must fall, and in such a case
it would seem a sad misfortune if it had taken
a lofty position on some great moral question,
since the fall would certainly reflect on the
latter. Does not the reader see that great
moral battles cannot be fought by any party
which is liable to defeat? 'The battles of the
Lord are not fought by the losing side; for
God cannot be defeated. Such battles must
be fought by faith; and faith can never know
defeat,

TaE greatest issue before the American
people to-day iz not that of free silver, but
that of free speech and free action in fulfilling
the dictates of conscience. The foremost
champion of liberty in this contest with re-
ligious despotism is the AMERICAN SENTINEL.
‘What are you doing, reader, to enlarge its field
of usefulness?

-

Go Thou and Do Likewise.

WHAT could not be done by the lovers of
religious freedom if only a little effort were
put forth by each one with the means which
this paper affords them? As a pertinent
suggestion upon this point, we print the fol-
lowing letter received last week from a sub-
scriber whose attention was attracted by our
special offer of Bibles as given on our adver-
tising page:— :

Battle Creek, Mich., Aug. 23, 1896,

PUBLISHERS OF SENTINEL:—Seeing in the SmntINeL
your offer of a Bible as a premium ‘‘for seven new
names,” ete., and being in want of a Bible, I con-
cluded to make an effort. I succeeded pretty well;
when, learning of a worthy unfortunate who had no
Bible, I concluded to make astill further attempt, and

the result was the enclosed list of (with very few ex-
ceptions) new names,

Following was a list of twenty-one names
for one year, four more for six months, and
one for three months. Is there not in this a
suggestion worth heeding by many of our
readers? Could not many of them do as much
with a little effort? Is not the reason so
little is being done in presenting the great
issues of the day before the people, the wide-
spread individual neglect of the little that
each one might do as well as not? Why not
put forth a little effort in the line of that so
successfully made by our correspondent ?
Think of it, readers. Try 1T, ‘

A CixcinNA1T daily expresses the opinion
that the country will soon become aware that
a serious mistake was made in the admission
of Utah to Statehood. The same belief ig
expressed by other journals. That the Mor-
mon Church is the predominating power in
Utah, and that neither constitutionally nor
historically is it opposed to the union of
Church and State, are facts of sinister import
in the present situation of things, beyond a
doubt.  But the great and overshadowing
menace to American interests is that the or-
thodox churches of the land have a scheme
under fnll headway to combine and do on a

national scale what it is feared the Mérmon
Church will try to do in Utah on a small
scale.

———

THE Western Watchman says:— o
The Hely Father has written to Cardinal Vaughan
to the effect that the church cannot look with indif-
ference upon the present agitation in England for the
abolition of the canonical impediment of affinity in
the first degree, involved in the proposed repeal of
the Deceased Wife’s Sister Bill. We would much
prefer that Tory Catholics would settle their own
political squabbles without dragging the Holy Father

into them.

This criticism leveled professedly at ¢“Tory
Catholics,” belongs in reality to the Pope,
who, while professing non-interference in
political affairs, is a most inveterate meddler

everywhere.
———

“THE Anglican papers are indignant,”
remarks a Catholic paper, ¢ because,the pope
in his encyclical on the reunion of Christen-
dom did not abate one jot or tittle of Rome’s
traditional pretensions. They are willing to
meet the pope half-way; but they will not con-
gent to a plan which contemplates all sacrifice
on one side and none on the other.” But Rome
can make no sacrifice without abandoning
everything. Sheis either #4e Chnrch to the
exclusion of all other bodies called churches,
or she is and has long been a base pretender.

Mgs. IsaBELLA BisHOP, a well-known mis-
sionary traveller, who has recently spent some
time in Western China, reports that the hos-
tility to missionaries has greatly increased
since the forced payment by the Western
provinces of heavy damages to the Christian
missions for the destruction of their property
in the riots two years ago. The kingdom of
Christ is not advanced by physical force:

A WRITER in the Christian Statesman, of
Aungust 22, speaking of the railway disaster
at Logan, Towa, July 12, reverts to the over-
throw of Pharaoh’s host in the Red Sea, and
says: ‘“Both of these sad providences were
simply the voice of an angry God, speaking
in thunder against Sabbath desecration.”
This goes a step further than anything we
have seen before in the nature of an appeal to
credulity.

———

THE present political campaign will prob-
ably be the most bitter of any since the era
of our great civil war. The mind of the
Bible student reverts irresistibly to the words
of the first part of the 5th chapter of James;
and especially should the Christian heed the
counsel given in verses 7-10. '
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