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As this number of our paper is dated the 
day before Christmas, it might be expected 
that we should have something to say about 
the institution. 

If such be the expectation of any, they 
shall not be disappointed. We are willing to 
contribute what we may for the benefit of 
those who would celebrate this universal fes-
tival. 

...1Vse_so this universal feeti via;  nat because 
we would be understood to say that Chris-
tianity is universal; but because the period 
now referred to as the "Christmas season" 
has been celebrated from time immemorial by 
all nations. 

That which is now particularly celebrated 
as,the Christmas, is the remains of the ancient 
festival whose celebration covered a longer 
period of time. This festival season was cel-
ebrated in honor of the Sun; and December 
25 especially in gladness and rejoicing at his 
annual birth and the beginning of his return 
victorious over the powers of darkness or 
night. 

In the reigns of Domitian and Trajan, 
Rome formally adopted from Persia the feast 
of the Persian sun-god Mithras, with Decem-
ber 25 as the birth festival of the uncon-
quered sun—Natales inyicti Solis. In the 
Louvre at Paris is the original of a mythol-
ogical representation of this, which was found 
at Rome in a vault under the Capitol. It is 
entitled "Mithra Sacrificing the Bull." The 
central object of the piece is Mithra in a 
cavern sacrificing a bull. As already stated, 
Mithra represented the Sun; the bull was 
the symbol of the powers of night. The 
blood of the bull was to impart the power of 
regeneration. 	At the right hand in the 
cavern stands the Genius of Night with his 
torch turned down, extinguished. At the 
left stands the Genius of Day, with his torch 
held up, aflame. An inscription on the body 
of the bull reads: "To Mithra, the invinci-
ble Sun-God." The piece is intended to rep-
resent the victory of the Sun over the powers  

of darkness. This sacrifice was made annu-
ally at the winter solstice—the period that is 
now Christmas-time. Thus this annual fes-
tival was an established thing in the State 
and City of Rome. 

About the middle of the fourth century, 
the church of Rome adopted this festival, 
making the birthday of the Sun, December 
25, the birthday of Christ. And in a few 
years the celebration of this festival of the 
sun had spread among the churches through-
out the whole empireeast as well as west. 
In one of the homilies of Chrysostom, sup-
posed to have been delivered on this festival 
day in A. D. 386, he expresses his own pleas-
ure and "congratulates the people upon the 
progress made, through their zeal in estab-
lishing this new festival, which they had bor-
rowed from the Western Church") and "seems 
to speak of it as a custom imported from the 
West within ten years." The perverse-
minded clergy readily sanctioned the practice 
and relieved all doubts, with the assurance 
that the festival which had been formerly 
celebrated as the birth of the real sun was a 
type of the festival of the birth of Christ, 
the Sun of Righteousness. And thus was 
established the Church festival of Christmas. 

There are other items connected with the 
celebration of the day, whose origin and 
meaning are also worth mentioning. One of 
these is the Christmas tree. Just as the day 
itself and its celebration were adopted from 
pagan Rome, the use of the tree was adopted 
from the pagan Germans. And just as the 
day is a relic of sun-worship, so also is the 
tree. In The Ladies Home Journal, for 
December, Mrs. Lyman Abbott says of "The 
Christmas Tree": "A German friend tells 
me that the true Christmas tree is 'not a 
mere show, decorated for the momentary 
amusement of children. 	It is a sublime 
symbol of the soul life of the Germanic peo- 
ple for a thousand years.' . . . 	The 
tree itself 'is the celestial sun-tree.' " 

Another item is the decoration of the 
houses and churches with vines, branches of 
trees, etc. This is derived from the sun- 
worshiping Druids of Britain. 	An early 
English writer says that the "trimmyng of 
the temples with hangyngs, flowers, boughs, 
and garlands, was taken of the heathen peo-
ple, whiche decked their idols and houses 
with suche array." The ivy particularly was 
used in honor of Bacchus. 

' Thus it is that Christmas day, the celebra-
tion of the day, and the appurtenances 
thereto, are all heathen and only relics of 
sun-worship. 

OUR readers will remember an article by 
Dr. H. L. Wayland, which not long ago was 
reprinted in the SENTINEL, from the Inde-
pendent, in which he criticised the Canadian 
Sunday law by which some Seventh-day Ad-
ventist preachers were fined and imprisoned. 
Dr. Wayland rightly enough spoke of it as 
religious persecution. 

Dr. W. H. Withrow, of Toronto, in a letter 
to the Independent, undertakes to defend the 
Canadian Sunday law, and to justify the per-
secutions that were inflicted by it. He says 
of the preachers, who were fined and 
oned, that "their religion had nothing to do 
with it. It would have been the same if 
they had been agnostics or Jews. The law 
simply forbids Sunday labor, and the law 
must be obeyed whether men are barbers, 
saloon-keepers, or Seventh-day Adventists." 

This is the argument that is usually made 
in such cases; but instead of being in any 
sense a legitimate argument, it is a sheer sub-
terfuge. This is not to say that all who use 
it have thought enough upon it, intention-
ally to use it as a subterfuge. Though it is 
quite clear that many of them have not cared 
to think enough on the subject to know 
whether it is a subterfuge or not. They 
know that such is the law, and that it en-
forces exactly what they believe religiously; 
and that is as far as they care to inquire. 
Yet all that any person needs to do in order 
to see that it is not only a subterfuge but 
one of the meanest subterfuges that was ever 
employed, is only to think about two steps 
from where he professes proudly to stand. 

All those people profess to believe in reli-
gious freedom. They profess to hold that 
every man has the right to believe or dissent 
from any doctrine, dogma, ordinance, rite, 
or institution of any church, as he may 
choose for himself. They profess to be proud 
that they believe in such freedom as this. 
Yes, they even boast that they are the di-
vinely-appointed conservators of such reli-
gious liberty as this. 

Yet, while loudly professing to recognize 
this right as inalienable, under cover of this 
s ubterfuge they deny the right and actually 
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attempt to sweep it entirely away. This 
subterfuge is that they get church dogmas or 
institutions embodied in the law, and then 
demand obedience to the law, throwing upon 
the dissenter the odium of "lawlessness and 
disrespect for the constituted authorities," 
while they pose as the champions of "law 
and. order," the "conservators of the State, 
and the stay of society"! 

Of all the pretenses that were ever em-
ployed, this is perhaps the sublest. By it 
throughout the Middle Ages, anything and 
everything that the church could invent was 
forced upon the people. Its slimy trail can 
be traced throughout the history of the 
"Protestant" sects, in thus forcing upon the 
people such peculiar institutions as were 
characteristic of the sect that could obtain 
control of the law. And now it is made to 
flourish again, by all the sects together in 
thus forcing upon the people the one thing 
in which they are all agreed, and in which 
they have obtained control of the law, 
the observance of Sunday, "the Christian 
sabbath." 

Sunday, not only according to their own 
showing, but by every other fair showing that 
can be made, is a religious institution, a 
church institution, only. This they all know 
as well as they know anything. And yet 
they work constantly to get this church in-
stitution fixed, and more firmly fixed, in the 
law, with penalties attached that are more 
worthy of barbarism than of civilization; and 
then, when anybody objects to it, they all 
cry out that "it is not a question of religion, 
it is simply a question of law. We are not 
asking any religious observance; all that we 
ask is respect for law"! ! 

The Christian and Protestant answer to all 
this is that neither the Sunday institution 
nor any other religions or ecclesiastical insti-
tution has any right to a place in the law. 
And even when it is put into the law, this 
does not take away the right of dissent. The 
divine right of dissent from religious or ec-
clesiastical institutions abides ever the same, 
whether the institution is out of the law or 
in the law. So long as the religious rite or 
institution is not in the law, they themselves 
acknowledge the inalienable right of every 
man to disregard it utterly. Whereas, as 
soon as they get the dogma fixed in the law, 
they deny the right of anybody to disregard 
it at all: though it is precisely the religious 
thing that it was before. But instead of the 
right to disregard it being taken away by this 
change of position of the church dogma, the 
truth is that when the institution is fixed in 
the law, the right of dissent then extends to 
that law. The subterfuge cannot destroy the 
right. 

From the church organizations the courts 
have caught up this cry. And, though ac-
knowledging that the Sunday institution is 
religious; that it is enacted and enforced at 
the will of the church; and that the logic of 
it is the union of Church and State; yet they 
insist that, as it is in the law, and the law is 
for the public good, no right of dissent can 
be recognized; but the dissenter "may be 
made to suffer for his defiance by persecutions, 
if you call them so, on the part of the great 
majority." 

This argument is as old as is the contest 
for the right of the free exercise of religious 
belief. It was the very position occupied by 
Rome when the disciples of Christ were sent 
into the world to preach religious freedom to 
all mankind. 	Religious observances were 
enforced by the law. The Christians asserted 
and maintained the right to dissent from all 
such observances, and, in fact, from every one 
of the religious bservances of Rome, and to  

believe religiously for themselves, though in 
so doing they totally disregarded the laws, 
which, on the part of the Roman State, were 
held to be beneficial to the population. Then, 
as now, it was held that, though religious 
belief was the foundation of the custom, yet 
this was no objection to it, because it had 
become a part of the legal system of the gov-
ernment, and was enforced by the State for 
its own good. But Christianity then refused 
to recognize any validity in any such argu-
ment, and so it does now. 

When paganism was supplanted by the pa-
pacy in the Roman Empire, the same argu-
ment was again brought forth to sustain the 
papal observances which were enforced by 
imperial law; and through the whole period 
of papal supremacy Christianity still refused 
to recognize any validity whatever in the ar-
gument. 

In short, this argument—this "miserable 
excuse"—whether made by churches or by 
courts, is the same old serpent (Rev. 12: 9, 
12, 14) that tortured the Christians to death 
under pagan Rome; that burnt John Huss at 
Constance, and Michael Servetus at Geneva; 
that whipped and banished the Baptists, and 
banished and hanged the Quakers, in New 
England. Whether used by the Roman State 
and the Catholic Church, or by other States 
and other churches; whether in the early 
centuries, or in these last years of the nine-
teenth century, of the Christian era; that 
argument is ever the same old serpent, and 
Christianity has always refused to recog-
nize any validity whatever in it, and it al-
ways will. 

A MISCHIEVOUS SUGGESTION. 

THE following has been published as having 
been spoken by Governor-elect Pingree, of 
Michigan, in an interview:— 

I don't believe in these great fortunes. Here are 
the Vanderbilts, with their $100,000,000 apiece. 
That means an income of at least $5,000,000 and 
perhaps more. Figure that down, and it means an 
income of about $12,000 a day. 

"Think of it!" declared the mayor, raising his 
hands above his head; "one man having an income 
as large as that of 15,000 of his fellow-citizens com-
bined. I believe we ought to have some kind of a 
law regulating those things. It seems the Consti-
tution won't let us have an income tax and won't 
let us have an inheritance tax. I guess the Con-
stitution needs amendment to it, so we can do 
something. 

"They talk of limiting the number of hours in a 
day's work. Why should not the amount of money 
that any one can pile up be limited? After they 
get so much let the accumulations be turned 
over to the Government to lessen the taxes of the 
people." 

"What is your idea of a proper sized fortune?" 
he was asked. 

"I haven't made tip my mind on that yet. When 
Carter Harrison died he left $350,000 to each of his 
children and gave the balance of his fortune to 
charitable objects, saying he thought $350,000 
enough for any one man to have." 

We do not doubt that what is here pro-
fessed will actually be put into practice 
yet. , It was done both in Rome and in 
France in the days which we have before 
mentioned. 

As Mr. Pingree says, there is talk, strong 
talk too, and there has been for years, of lim-
iting the number of hours in a day's work. 
Now to the man who is dependent upon his 
day's work, that day's work is his capital; 
and to limit the number of hours that he may 
work in a day, is certainly to deprive him of 
just so much of his capital. And if this shall 
be done to the day's worker, why shall it not 
be done also to the millionaire? 

This argument is all right from the prom- 

ises; but what we should like to know is, 
Why should the number of hours in a days' 
work be limited? Why should not every man 
be left perfectly free to work as many hours 
in a day as he may choose to work? To limit 
the number of hours a day that a man may 
work who chooses to work, would be noth-
ing less than an arbitrary and despotic use 
of power. And to limit the amount of 
wealth any man may possess would be noth-
ing less. 

There are a number of questions suggested 
by Mr. Pingree's observations. He says that 
after the rich ones "get so much, let the ac-
cumulations be turned over to the Govern-
ment to lessen the taxes of the people." But 
under such conditions as this, how could Mr. 
Pingree be sure that there would be any accu-
mulations after the limit was reached? It is 
hardly to be supposed that men would con-
duct a business merely for the pleasure of 
turning over to the Government the accumu-
lations. Would he also try to compel them 
by law to carry on the business after the limit 
of their own wealth was reached, so that the 
Government could have the further accumu-
lations? These questions belong with those 
propositions. 

It is true, Mr. Pingree has not positively 
fixed yet in his own mind just what is the 
proper limit of wealth: though he seems to 
incline to Carter Harrison's estimate of 
$350,000. It is easily enough 16 to 1, how-
ever, that there are more than 350,000 men 
in the United States who are positive that 
this limit is vastly too high—so long as other 
people have the money. And, admitting the 
correctness of Carter Harrison's judgment as 
to what was best for his sons, and just how 
much of his wealth he would bestow upon 
each of them, can anybody be perfectly sure 
that he was so firmly fixed in the opinion that 
$350,000 was enough for any one man to 
have, that he would have been willing for the 
Government to appropriate all his accumula-
tions above that sum ? There is room for 
considerable difference between a man's views 
of what is best for him to do with his own 
money, and his views of what other people 
or the Government may do with it. 

But even suppose that all the accumulations 
of all the people in the United States above 
$350,000 each were " turned over to the 
Government; " it would still be under the 
control of men, as "the Government" is only 
a certain set of men—who then can be per-
fectly sure that this money would be used 
to any better purpose by the men who 
would then control it, than it is used by those 
who now control it ? Is it true that no such 
thing was ever heard of as jobs and extrava-
gances on the part of officials of the Govern-
ment ? Is it the testimony of universal ex-
perience that men may be loose or tricky 
in money matters only until they get into 
office, but that then they are certain to be 
strictly honest and upright? 

Now we are not defending or excusing the 
ways of the rich: we are simply calling atten-
tion to the serious defects in Mr. Pingree's 
proposed plan of dealing with them. It is 
true that many of them are using their wealth 
in ways that are only wildly and foolishly ex-
travagant. Too many of them are lavishing 
their money on dogs and cats living and dead, 
while human beings are perishing within easy 
reach from their doors. Hundreds of them 
are gorging themselves at gorgeous feasts, 
while thousands are fairly starving all around. 
Thousands of them exhaust themselves in the 
very dissipation of pleasure, while misery 
stalks .before their eyes everywhere. They 
cut the wages of their employs from ten to 
twenty-five per cent. in order that their own 
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income of hundreds of thousands may not be 
cut at all. 

All this is true, " and pity 'tis 'tis true," 
and it is increasing every day. And the 
more there is of it, and the longer it contin-
ues, the more hatred will be aroused against 
those who do it, the more men there will be 
making capital of it by suggesting such 
schemes as we are now studying, and the 
nearer will come the day, till at last the day 
will have certainly come, when the discon-
tent will burst all bounds and the rich will 
" be for booties" and will " weep and howl 
for the miseries that shall come upon them." 

But though all this is true, no such scheme 
as Mayor Pingree suggests, nor any that will 
be for the purpose applied, can ever remedy 
or relieve the difficulty a single particle. 
Each scheme applied only becomes a greater 
evil. It has been so always; it will only be 
so again. The only possible remedy is that 
prescribed by the Lord. Those who are rich, 
let them become poor for Christ's sake; and 
those who are poor let them "be patient unto 
the coming of the Lord. Behold the hus-
bandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the 
earth, and hath long patience for it, until he 
receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also 
patient; stablish your hearts; for the coming 
of the Lord draweth nigh." 

"NATIONAL" REFORM AND THE PAPACY. 

THE " National Reform" movement is 
under the impression that it is combatting 
the papacy. For some time past its official 
organ, the Christian Statesman, has devoted 
considerable space to an exposition of the 
evils of that un-American and antichristian 
system. It seems not to be aware that those 
same evils are paralleled in its own system of 
"National Reform." 

The Statesman of November 28, contains 
an article on "Romanism and Loyalty," which 
discusses the Roman Catholic doctrine of 
papal infallibility in its relation to loyalty to 
the State. The Statesman seems to have at 
least a dim perception of the important bear-
ing of this papal doctrine upon the "National 
Reform" doctrine that the United States is a 
"Christian nation;" for after setting forth 
the papal position, it says:— 

And now comes the consistent Roman Catholic de 
manding that our nation must go to the Roman Cath-
olic Church to know what is right and what is wrong. 
He insists that this is doing nothing more than to 
assert God's sovereignty over the nation; that Christ 
speaks to the nation through his infallible vicegerent 
on earth. 

Intelligent Roman Catholics can see plainly 
enough the logic of the "National Reform" 
movement. They know that if carried to its 
conclusion as the National Reformers hope 
to see it, a situation will be reached in which 
logic and consistency will demand that this 
nation shall defer to the Roman Catholic 
Church as the proper interpreter of the divine 
will in civil affairs. Already they are begin-
ning to call attention to the logical demands 
of the situation, and standing upon this vant-
age ground, Rome hopes, not unreasonably 
either, when the opportune day shall arrive, 
to gain a signal victory. 

The papal church alone offers to the world 
a human authority which is recognized as 
"infallible" in the interpretation of the will 
of God. It matters not that the infallibility 
of this authority is disputed. It alone claims 
to be infallible, and is believed actually to be 
infallible by a large division of the nominally 
Christian Church. If an authoritative human 
interpreter of the divine will must be found,  

the weight of evidence, as between all human 
authorities, cannot lead elsewhere than to the 
papacy. 

And this authoritative human interpreter of 
the will of God is exactly what the "National 
Reform" system demands. That system 
maintains that the United States is a "Chris-
tian nation"—a "sovereign moral being in 
direct relations with God, capable of know-
ing his moral law given in the Bible." It 
treats the State as a personal entity possess-
ing moral accountability, and therefore bound 
to fulfill the law of God. But the Govern-
ment operates only through human agencies. 
It must operate through these or cease to be 
a Government. It has a chief executive, a 
Supreme Court, and a supreme legislative 
body; and these three branches of the Gov-
ernment exercise supreme authority in the 
departments over which they are placed. 
Without such a recognized supreme human 
authority, no branch of the Government would 
be complete or capable of performing its 
functions. 

The national Government could not pro-
ceed at all without a President, a Congress, 
and a Supreme Court. If then the Govern-
ment is to act in a religious capacity, it must 
have a supreme human authority to decide 
what its action shall be in this sphere, as in 
the domain of the secular. And as it must 
act as a "Christian nation," it must have a 
supreme human authority to decide what is 
the will of God, as revealed in the Christian 
religion. 

The National Reformers themselves admit, 
under pressure, that this must be so. Dr. 
David McAllister, the spokesman of the Re-
form party, in the hearing given last March 
by a committee of Congress on the proposed 
"Christ an amendment" to the Constitution, 
was forced to lust this position, as appears 
in the following extract from the official 
report:— 

MR. BURTON—Is not this the theory: Each man re-
gards the day he believes to be the Sabbath, and the 
Government protects him in his worship from dis-
turbance or interference? 

DR. MCALLISTER—NOt only must this be the case 
in regard to every man, but the State and the nation 
must decide for themselves whether they will keep 
one day or not. 

MR. CONNOLLY—Suppose the Bible has already set-
tled that question, how could any act of Congress in-
terfere with it if that is to be in the Constitution. 

Du. McALLisTER—Because we must interpret the 
Bible. 

"And now"—to quote the Statesman again 
—"comes the consistent Roman Catholic de-
manding that our nation must go to the Ro-
man Catholic Church to know what is right 
and wrong." Of course; what else could be 
expected from the consistent Roman Cath-
olic? and what could be more consistent and 
logical from the "National Reform" stand-
point? If the nation must hare a supreme 
human interpreter of the Bible to instruct it 
in keeping the law of God, could it do better 
than to turn to that church which claims to 
be infallible in her religi us teaching, and is 
accepted by millions of its citizens as infal-
lible? It would be no slight advantage to 
the nation to possess an infallible Congress, 
Supreme Court, or President. Why, then, 
should our Government pass by the opportu-
nity to secure an "infallible" guide in the 
important sphere of religion, to which it now 
stands fully committed? 

We repeat, that as between all human au-
thorities to which the Government may turn 
for guidance in the performance of religious 
duties, the preeminence lies with the papacy. 
The papal church has acted in that capacity 
for centuries; she is the oldest "Christian"  
denomination, as well as the largest in this 

ANOTHER POINTER. 

IT is quite generally known that Senator 
Quay is one of the shrewdest politicians in 
the country. It may be that in the follow-
ing statement his sincerity is nothing more 
than political; yet it plain .y shows that he 
sees the way the tide is setting and is taking 
his bearings accordingly:— 

"I am opposed to the entire . . . theory 

country; and, as we have said, millions of 
the citizens of this Government already be- 
lieve in her infallibility and in her claim of 
rght to dictate conduct to the civil power. 
if any other church or religious body is chosen 
to interpret the divine wili for the nation, 
the same objections will apply to it as to the 
papacy, without any of the advantages which 
can be urged in the latter's favor. 

If any further evidence were needed that 
the whole tendency of the movement to make 
the United States a Christian nation, is to 
place this Government under the domination 
of the papacy, it is supplied by r,cent events 
in the shape of official acts of the Govern-
ment itself, in each of its three departments. 
In February, 1892, the Supreme Court de-
clared that the United States "is a Christian 
nation;" and the joy with which this utter-
ance was hailed by the "National Reform" 
party, and the use they have made of it, shows 
that, whether due to the influence of Na-
tional Reform sentiment or not, it is directly 
in the line of what their movement aims to 
secure. And if any question might remain 
as to the precise religious s gnificance of the 
Supreme Court's declaration, it would be an-
swered by the references made in the decision 
to the "Christian" character of Sunday laws, 
and by the fact that this same court has up-
held Sunday laws as a proper exercise of the 
legislative power of the State, on the ground 
that they are for the benefit of mankind. 
Bearing in mind that Sunday as a "Christian" 
day originated with the Roman Catholic 
church, and is pointed to by that church as 
the special sign of her spiritual authority, 
there remains no room for doubt that if "this 
is a Christian nation" by virtue of its reli-
gious laws and its belief in the sacredness of 
Sunday, it is a Roman Catholic Christian na-
tion and nothing else. 

Again, in August, 1892, Congress legislated 
upon the question of which day is the Sab-
bath, and decided that "the first day of the 
week, commonly called Sunday," is the Sab-
bath within the meaning of the fourth com-
mandment. In this the supreme legislative 
body of the nation took its stand squarely on 
papal ground. 

And finally, the nation's chief executive, 
in the latest national Thansgiving proclama-
tion, sets his official seal of approval to the 
doctrine that the United States is a Christian 
nation, thereby investing Thanksgiving with 
the character of a "Christian" holy day. 
But "Christian" holy days other than those 
set apart in Scripture constitute an exclusive 
feature of the papal religion. They have 
the stamp of the papacy upon them, and no 
other. 

It is perfectly clear, therefore, that the 
National Reform movement is not combat-
ting the papacy in any way except on paper, 
and that it is actually in perfect harmony 
with the papacy, and that all its work is only 
in the line of justifying the latter and 
strengthening her hands for the accomplish-
ment of her evil designs. The two systems 
are in principle one and the same, and equally 
ruinous in their results. 

• 
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that organized wealth shall dictate high 
office and so take possession of the Govern-
ment. . . . 

"No league of business men or other men 
based upon wealth can erect a governing class 
in this country. In the United States Senate 
we have millionaires and business men enough 
to serve all legitimate purposes. Senators 
are needed who have no specialties, but who 
will act for the interests of the country in 
gross without special affinities. 

"The people most deserving of representa-
tion and most in need of legislative protec-
tion are the farmers, the small storekee,pers, 
the artisans and the laborers, and I stand by 
them and against this so-called league. I go 
into the barricades with the bourgeoise and 
the men in blouses. . . . 

"There must be less business and more 
principle in our politics, else the Republican 
party and the country will go to wreck. The 
business issues are making our politics sordid 
and corrupt. The tremendous sums of money 
furnished by business men, reluctantly in 
most instances, are polluting the well springs 
of our national being." 

THOSE THREE THOUSAND CHURCHES. 

BY. DWIGHT L. MOODY. 

To THE EDITOR OF THE INDEPENDENT: 
IN a recent issue of your paper I saw an 

article from a contributor which stated that 
there were over three thousand churches in 
the Congregational and Presbyterian bodies 
of this country that did not report a single 
member added by profession of faith last 
year. Can this be true ? The thought has 
taken such hold of me that I can't get it out 
of my mind. It is enough almost to send a 
thrill of horror through the soul of every true 
Christian. 

If this is the case with these two large de-
nominations what must be the condition of 
the others also ? Are we all going to sit still 
and let this thing continue ? Shall our relig-
ious newspapers and our pulpits keep their 
mouths closed like " dumb dogs that cannot 
bark" to warn people of their approaching 
danger ? Should we not all lift up our voice 
like a trumpet about this matter ? What 
must the Son of God think of such a result 
of our labor as this ? What must an unbe-
lieving world think about a Christianity that 
can't bring forth any more fruit ? And have 
we no care for the multitude of souls going 
down to perdition every year while we all sit 
and look on ? And this country of ours, 
where will it be in the next ten years if we 
don't awake out of sleep ? 

I wish some of you editors of the influential 
papers, who are in close touch with the min-
isters and churches, would tell us what the 
matter is. Is this the result of what they call 
the "Modern Criticism" of the Bible? Is 
this a specimen of the better times, when we 
would get rid of the old stories about Moses 
writing the Pentateuch, and the sun and 
moon standing still, and the fish swallowing 
Jonah ? How much of all this is owing to 
the politics our ministers have been preaching 
lately, and the talks on the Labor question, 
and the stereopticon shows on Sunday even-
ings, and all these other things that have 
been driving out the blessed gospel of Jesus 
Christ ? When ministers go into preludes on 
current topics, how can they expect any after-
ludes of conversions ? 

Do Christian editors and ministers in these 
days believe in conversions as they used to do?  

Won't your great paper please answer this 
question ? I hear of some men in high places 
who talk as tho all that was a thing of the 
past. "It's education now that men want," 
not salvation; is this the fact ? Are the 
churches going to turn over all the work of 
saving men to the Salvation Army, and the 
Volunteers and the Rescue Missions ? I know 
of a city, of about 50,000 inhabitants, where 
it seems to be the common talk that if a man 
wants to find Christ he mast go into the 
Young Men's Christian Association to find 
him. What a shame that churches should 
be run on such a plan that that kind of thing 
could be said! 

I am pleading just now every chance I get 
for all our churches to be open every Sunday 
night for the preaching of the gospel. I wish 
our religious papers would help me send that 
cry all over the country. It is time we gave 
up the abuse of the opportunity in substitut-
ing temperance meetings and Sunday-school 
concerts and Endeavor rallies and all that 
kind of thing, right enough in their place, 
but not the one thing needful; workingmen 
and their families often can't get out but once 
on Sunday, and that is in the evening; why 
then should not .they have as good a chance 
to hear the gospel as other people ? Why 
should they be put off with that kind of an 
apology for a church service which is often 
seen ? 

Let some change of this character be 
brought about with the Week of Prayer at the 
beginning of the new year. Let the ball be 
set a-rolling then, and it will gain large mo-
mentum before spring, and there will be 
great results. Won't you please help all you 
can, in every way, to get the churches pray-
ing and preaching and 'working for souls ? 

Mr. Moody's questions deserve answers. 
He asks, Shall our religious newspapers and 
our pulpits keep their mouths closed like 
dumb dogs that cannot bark' to warn people 

of approaching danger ?" The answer is 
that they are doing it. And the probability 
is that they will continue to do it, because 
they do not believe that there is any approach- 
ing danger. How can anybody be expected 
to warn people of approaching danger when 
he does not believe any such thing ? 

Mr. Moody believes that the Lord is com-
ing again to the world, and that He is coming 
soon. And this is the truth. He therefore 
knows that there is the greatest possible dan-
ger to all who are not prepared now to meet 
the Lord. Mr. Moody and every one else 
who really believes the soon coming of the 
Lord can warn all people of approaching 
danger. But if Mr. Moody or anyone else 
should attempt to emphasize this great truth 
in the Independent, he would probably find 
even that paper questioning it and saying 
that there is no danger. Yet if not the Inde-
pendent, it is certain that nine-tenths of "our 
religious newspapers and our pulpits " would 
do so. How then can they warn people of 
this approaching danger ? 

Mr. Moody and a few others can declare in 
genuine faith, as he did the other day in this 
city: " God will come in judgment to this 
world. . . . This world is getting darker 
and darker; its ruin is coming nearer and 
nearer; if you have any friends on this wreck 
unsaved you had better lose no time in get- 

ting them off." This is all true. And 
whether you have any friends on the wreck 
or not, so long as there is a single human be-
ing on this wreck unsaved you had better 
lose no time in getting them off. 

Again we say this is all true, the word of 
God says it, and Mr. Moody and a few others 
believe it and so can work in faith, and work 
effectually. But we ask, How many of "our 
religious newspapers and our pulpits" believe 
any such thing as that "this world is getting 
darker and darker," and that "ruin is coming 
nearer and nearer" ? It can with perfect 
safety be said that hardly one in a dozen of 
them believe it. They preach the very oppo-
site of this. They proclaim that the world is 
growing better and better and more and more 
light, and that it will continue to do so until 
an indefinite millenium shall be ushered in 
with a perfect blaze of world-wide glory. How 
can people who cling to such views as this, 
lift up their voice like a trumpet to warn peo-
ple of any approaching danger ? 

Mr. Moody asks "Have we no care for the 
multitudes of souls going down to perdition 
every year while we sit and look on ?"—Ah I 
but who does not know that now in leading 
theological seminaries, in many pulpits, and 
in some religious papers, it is a largely debat-
able question whether there are any souls, 
much less multitudes, going down to perdi-
tion ? True, the word of God says that "God 
so loved the world that he gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish; " that " he that believeth 
not is condemned already;" that "he that 
believeth not shall be damned; " and that 
without God and without Christ they have 
"no hope." And Mr. Moody and some 
others believe this, and so can work in all 
earnestness to get people to believe the gospel 
that they may be saved from perdition. But 
when there are so many, and the number 
constantly growing, who through the new in-
vention of " the larger hope " do not really 
believe that there is danger of anybody going 
to perdition, how can they preach the gospel 
of Christ which is given to save men from 
perdition ? 

He asks whether the things about which he 
inquires are the result of the Modern Criti-
cism. Yes, Brother Moody, it is. The 
word of -God is giyen to be believed to the 
saving of the soul. But when it is only criti-
cised to the destruction of both it and the 
soul, what other results can be expected? It 
is " the Word" that is to be preached. It is 
" the Word " that is able to save the soul. It 
is " the Word" that is to build up the be-
liever and give him an inheritance among all 
them that are sanctified. But when that 
Word is criticised instead of being believed, 
how then can it save the soul of that critic ? 
And when his own soul is not saved, how can 
he preach salvation to others ? He does not 
know what it is, how can he preach it ? 

Yes, Brother Moody, these things are pre-
cisely "what the matter is." 

Yet for all this we do not see how they can 
possibly resist Mr. Moody's exceedingly 
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modest plea that "the churches be open 
every Sunday night for the preaching of the 
gospel." When the churches are built, and 
occupied, and exempted from taxation, ex-
pressly under the profession that it is all for 
the preaching of the gospel all the time, as-
suredly it is the least possible thing that they 
could be asked, or that they could allow, that 
the Gospel shall be preached there one hour 
each week. 

We sincerely hope that the religious papers, 
and all others if possible, will help him to 
" send that cry all over the country." 

WHICH SHALL REIGN ? 

BY ALBERT C. HOPKINS. 

I SAW, recently, a picture of the assembled 
society of Christian Endeavor, standing in 
the foreground and flooding with fresh color 
and young life, the long and broad steps of 
the national Capitol, a more welcome advent 
than that of Coxey's army, indeed a most 
imposing, significant and. magnificent spec-
tacle. 

I read, too, in connection with it, the 
statement that it was and is the avowed pur-
pose of this Christian Endeavor, to promote 
and establish "the reign of Christ on Capi-
tol Hill." This statement and avowal is, 
doubtless, open to several different interpre-
tations. 

What shall we understand by "the reign of 
Christ in the national Capitol?" It is fit that 
we carefully consider what is its best mean-
ing. If. the spirit Qf Christ, the full justice, 
the willing personal sacrifice, the large reli-
gious freedom, the all-embracing fellowship 
and love, that truly represent the Christ, 
shall come to reign in the minds and thoughts 
of those who make and execute the laws at 
the national Capital, then only will the true 
Christ reign on Capitol Hill. 

It is justly feared, however, that this is 
not the interpretation of the Society, of Chris-
tian Endeavor. Evidently it needs to be said 
and recognized, that any effort on the part of 
professed Christians to force their religious, 
views into the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States—whose proposed new and 
true name is the United State—is not a 
Christian but an unchristian endeavor. Such 
action will not promote, but certainly and 
seriously retard and prevent, the reign of the 
true Christ on Capitol Hill. 

• 

THE PRICE OF JUSTICE. 

[New York Journal, December 10, 1896.] 

THE mere fact that a galaxy of what are 
picturesquely described as $50,000 a year 
lawyers are defending the so-called Railway 
Trust against the attacks of an $8,000 a year 
United States attorney-general, ought not to 
affect the outcome of the suit. Surely the 
Supreme Court—in whose entire infallibility 
a majority of the nation has lately declared 
belief—cannot be dazzled by the monetary 
worth of legal talent. The attorney-general 
is an able lawyer—perhaps not himself in the 
$50,000 class, though his predecessor was. 
Does anybody think that if the $50,000 Olney 
were prosecuting this case on behalf of the 
Government the Trust's chances for victory 
would be less? 

It is the fashion to deplore the smallness  

of the salary of the attorney-general, and to 
contrast it with the liberal pay which corpo-
rations offer to successful lawyers. But it is 
the fashion also to insist that in this free and 
equal democracy the courts know no differ-
ence between rich and poor, and that justice 
is equitably meted out without reference to 
the wealth of the suitors. Clearly the com-
plaint and the boast are incompatible if the 
man who can pay his lawyer the biggest fee 
stands the better chance of success. 

We do not rec 11 any mere political criti-
cism of the Supreme Court so stinging as this 
apprehension that the mere array of highly 
paid legal talent in opposition to the attor-
ney-general may affect its decision. The ap-
prehension has been expressed not only in 
this case, but time and again when such dis-
tinguished attorneys-general as William M. 
Evarts, Edwards Pierrepont, Wayne Mac-
Veagh, and Benjamin H. Brewster, appeared 
on behalf of the State. 

The justices of the Supreme Court are sup-
posed to know the law. They are selected 
from the ranks of the most distinguished 
lawyers of the nation, and are believed to be 
acute enough to detect sophistry in any argu-
ment. Their dictum is final, and must not 
be cavilled at, lest the irreverent critic be 
branded as an anarchist. But it appears that 
to suggest that the litigant who can hire the 
most expensive lawyers stands the better 
chance before the Supreme Court,- or any 
other court of the United States, is not only 
not regarded as hostile criticism of the 
courts, but is looked upon as merely an ob-
vious fact. 

A very curious estimate the people seem to 
put on courts as courts of justice. 

ARE OUR LAWS INFALLIBLE? 

BY M. E. KELLOGG. 

LAWMAKERS generally see and promulgate 
correct principles, putting them into the 
form of law; but prejudices are often stronger 
than laws, and, under what seems to them to 
be peculiar and extraordinary circumstances, 
the persons who make laws based on princi-
ples of justice will sometimes justify actions 
contrary to the principles they have accepted 
and embodied in the law. Justice looks good 
to them in principle, as seen in the aggregate ; 
but if it is applied in a way that conflicts with 
their strong prejudices, in a way they did not 
conceive that it could be done when they ac-
cepted the principles, they rebel at their own 
actions, or try to make an exception in the 
general application of the principles. 

Thus many people who affect to believe in 
equal religious rights for every religious sect 
to preach and make converts wherever its 
missionaries can gain a hearing, actually 
limit such liberties to certain privileged 
churches and sects; and should a Mormon 
missionary, or a preacher of some other (to 
them) obnoxious sect, come into their vicin-
ity, they would feel it to be the proper thing 
to ignore the principles of religious liberty 
which they have themselves accepted, and, 
with violence if necessary, drive the hated 
sectarian from their midst. 

Those who do this, while claiming to accept 
the principles of religious liberty and to obey 
the laws of their State which accord liberty 
of conscience to all, really ignore both the 
law and the principle of justice upon which 
it is founded, and establish, as far as they can, 
a national religion, inclnding,in it those sects 
which they think should be protected or tol-
erated, and rigorously excluding all others.  

In opposition to this common course of action 
toward the Mormons, we are pleased to see the 
following from the editorial columns of the 
Christian Advocate, of Nov. 19:— 

The question is started whether Mormons should 
be suppressed by law in the United States if they at-
tempt to promote the spread of Mormonism; and 
whether, if mobbed, the authorities should protect 
them. 

So long as the Mormons do not teach the violation 
of the laws of the State, they are entitled to all the 
liberties enjoyed by the most orthodox Christian 
sects. Exclusive of polygamy, their religion is not 
as demoralizing as modern Spiritualism, nor any 
more absurd; and while such unsettlers of the foun-
dations of morality, to say nothing of religion, as 
Ingersoll are allowed free speech, there is no consis-
tency in interfering by law with any teacher of relig-
ion, unless he advocates treason or the violation of 
the statute laws. This country has committed itself 
to free speech, freedom of the conscience, and free-
dom in religion, with all their consequences for good 
and evil, subject only to restrictions of universal ap-
plication; and their application to freedom in relig-
ion is totally independent of the natural or supernat-
ural origin thereof. But if Mormons teach polygamy 
and practice the same, they are amenable to the law 
just as they would be if they taught and practiced 
`free love." 

We said that we were pleased to see this 
article; and we are. The question of the 
relation of the State and State laws to the 
former practice of polygamy by any Mormon, 
is correct. The practice of polygamy is a 
civil wrong, and, as a civil wrong, the civil 
law has a right to prohibit it. 

But while this position of the Advocate is 
correct, there is in this article another general 
principle apparently laid down, which, while 
right as applied to polygamy, may be very 
dangerous as applied to some other things. 
It asserts that " there is no consistency in 
interfering by law with any teacher of relig-
ion, unless he advocates treason or the viola-
tion of statute laws." This rule, once adopted, 
would justify the State in interfering by law 
against any teacher of religion who taught 
something which some law of the State con-
demned. Now for State law to be right in 
every case, it would be absolutely necessary 
that the laws of the State should be so per-
fectly in harmony with the purest principles 
of justice that they condemn all evil, and 
nothing but evil, and promote all virtue, and 
nothing but virtue. And that is to say that 
the laws of the State must be absolutely per-
fect and infallible; and this in regard to re-
ligion as well as to civil affairs ! Will anyone 
presume to say that such is the condition in 
any country in the world ? Such a -theory, 
carried oat to its logical sequence, would 
deify the State, and change the greatest 
questions in morals and ethics from "Is it 
right ?"to "Is it the law ?" 

The question of " Is it law ? " has been 
used many times to serve the basest purposes, 
but the more important question "Is it 
right ?" has, in numerous instances, been the 
mainspring of great and beneficent reforms. 

To see how this principle has worked, it is 
only necessary to recall the days immediately 
preceding the great civil war in this country. 
When the Constitution of this nation was 
adopted, slavery was strongly intrenched in 
certain States of the Union. In those States 
it received the cordial support of the people 
as a whole, including the members of the 
various churches and their clergy. As the 
people of other States did not look with such 
favor upon slavery, there was a fear that 
some State at some time might become an 
asylum for runaway slaves, and hence, to 
protect the interest of the slave-holder, the 
following carefully-worded article vas made 
a portion of the United States Constitution : 

No person held to service or labor in one State, 
under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, 
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in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be 
discharged from such service or labor; but shall be 
delivered up, on claim of the party to whom such 
service or labor may be due. 

The word " slave" is not here used, but 
slavery was meant; and in harmony with this 
section of the Constitution, a special law was 
passed by Congress in 1793 providing for the 
recapture of slaves. As time progressed and 
the evil and sinfulness of slavery became more 
clearly apparent, the law was not obeyed: 
many Christians holding that it was a Chris-
tian duty to assist in secreting slaves, and 
aiding them on their way to Canada. So 
much of this was done that in 1850 a new 
and more stringent law to the same effect was 
enacted by Congress. This law was known 
as the " Fugitive Slave Law." But it also was 
disregarded, and the friction arising over this 
and other features of the slavery question led 
to the great anti-slavery movement, the for-
mation of a new party, the election of Lin-
coln and the extinction of slavery. 

During those stormy days preceding the 
war, many Christians paid little regard to the 
Fugitive Slave Law. Yet is was the law, and 
based on a clause in the Constitution, the 
highest law of all for the nation. They be-
lieved that the law was wrong, and hence 
disregarded it. Time has justified, and pos-
terity approved, their conduct. But if law 
were the only criterion, those men were 
wrong, and deserving of severe condemnation 
and punishment; for, in the most persistent 
manner, they advocated the "violation of the 
statutes." 

Another later illustration of the danger of 
allowing the "statutes in such cases made 
and provided" to be the rule of conscience 
may be seen in the law of Florida known as 
the "Sheats' Law." This law made it a 
penal offence for anyone to teach negroes and 
white children in the same building. The 
Christian Advocate, in its issue of Nov. 5, 
referring to this law, says that " the mis-
sionaries who were directly affected by this 
discriminating and unjust legislation disre-
garded it for the most part;"and evidently 
approves their conduct in so doing. That 
law has now been declared void by the Su-
preme Court of that State. But if law is to 
be obeyed blindly, irrespective of the greater 
question of whether it is right or wrong, the 
Sheats' Law, as well as the Fugitive Slave 
Law, should have been scrupulously obeyed. 
Of course whoever violates a law must expect 
to take the penalty, whether the law is right 
or wrong; but often the violation of an in-
iquitous law is the best and perhaps the only 
means of calling attention to it, and securing 
its modification or repeal. 

To say that all the laws that now exist in 
regard to civil affairs, even in our own coun-
try, are absolutely right would stretch one's 
credulity to the utmost. But how much 
greater danger there is that laws relating to 
religion are decidedly wrong; for in making 
such laws the State is entirely outside of its 
province, and under such circumstances it 
cannot fail to be wrong.. In support of this 
conclusion evidence might be drawn from the 
history of every nation under the sun from 
the earliest times down to our own day. 

Our own country has afforded many illus-
trations of this truth from colonial times 
until the present generation. Some of these 
laws have been repealed, others have died 
from disuse—yet exist in an atrophied form; 
others, like the laws for the observance of 
Sunday, still remain, and their votaries 
claim for them the same infallibility which 
has been believed in the past to sanction 
other' unjust religions laws of the same nature 
which long ago were consigned to oblivion.  

Entirely to eliminate religious laws from our 
statute books would greatly simplify the 
question of law and obedience as related to 
civil affairs, and would be a great step toward 
the attainment of the probably unattainable 
ideal of civil law—absolute perfection. At 
the present time no one can truthfully say 
that this ideal has been achieved. 

As long as all men, do not see their relig-
ious duties precisely alike, and as long as the 
religious ideas of certain persons are enforced 
by civil law, we may expect that there will be 
those who will not accept the idea of the in-
fallibility of the State and State laws. And 
should they be accused of violating these 
laws, which menace their religious rights, 
they will say, as did certain ones of old whom 
we all delight to honor, and who were simil-
arly charged, " We ought to obey God rather 
than man." 

	..- 

POLITICS IN THE PULPIT. 

[Reading (Pa.) Herald.] 

THE clergymen who believe it is meet to 
turn their pulpits into lecture platforms and 
proper to convert their sermons into stump 
speeches were out in full force on Thanks-
giving day. They took occasion to gloat 
over the late Republican victory and to rub 
it into the poor defeated Democrats in splen-
did rhetorical periods and rich bursts of elo-
quence. Some of their hearers, who had 
gone to church for religious and not political 
purposes, walked out during the sermoniz-
ing, and a good many others were ready to 
do so. 

It would appear that there are still many 
pulpiteers in this land of the free who find 
the contents of the Bible too circumscribed, 
and who must needs seek themes for their 
effective discourses in other fields. What-
ever excuse there may have been in the very 
unusual campaign that is now happily ended 
for proclaiming national honor and uphold-
ing popular probity in the pulpit, there is no 
excuse for an offensive partisanship on the 
minister's part to-day. 	To haul out the 
issues of a dead-and-gone campaign, and to 
flaunt them in the faces of the defeated as a 
cause of thanksgiving, is neither generous, 
just, nor prudent. It is decidedly inappro-
priate. It is entirely unnecessary. It will 
not advance the cause of Christianity. It 
cannot help the affairs of the nation. 

" THE LOGICAL CONCLUSION." 

THE New York Journal defends the Sun-
day newspaper upon the ground that general 
acceptance of an article demonstrates its 
worth. As the Journal is defending the 
Sunday paper against a religious class who 
would have it suppressed on the ground that 
Sunday is the Sabbath, it makes use of logic 
which cannot well be assailed from the 
" orthodox" standpoint. " We recall," says 
the Journal, " that a few weeks ago the Rev. 
Lyman Abbott defended democracy while 
attacking the theory that government exists 
by consent of the governed. He said that 
government by the majority of all was right 
not because of the implied consent of the 
minority, but because the majority of the 
people were more likely to act in accordance 
with divine law than an individual, as in a 
monarchy, or a class, as in an oligarchy, would 
be. Now a majority of the people in New 
York read a Sunday paper. Hence—but we  

will leave the logical conclusion to the 
clergy." 

A majority of those professing the Christian 
religion sanction the first day of the week as 
the Christian Sabbath; and in the absence of 
any divine sanction for the same, this fact is 
advanced as convincing proof that Sunday is 
indeed the true Sabbath. The logic of the 
Journal in support of the Sunday newspaper 
is " orthodox, and must be accepted by all 
who appeal to popular custom in support of 
the first-day sabbath. 

WE would never have thought of crediting 
the following to Dr. Wayland Hoyt, yet it is 
quoted as from his pen by the Golden Rule 
of December 10:— 

The old prophecy says that holiness to the Lord is 
to be written on the bells of the horses. The nine-
teenth century fulfillment of the prophecy is the em-
blazoning of railroad trains with devotion to Jesus 
Christ. 

The allusion is to the train-loads of Chris-
tian Endeavorers going to their conventions, 
each wearing a badge which proclaims him 
or her to be a Christian. History records 
that the " Christian" Emperor Constantine 
fulfilled this same.prophecy—as he asserted—
by taking some nails from the true cross—
genuine of course—and having them made 
into bits for guiding the horse which he rode 
on State occasions. And there is as good 
ground for believing that Constantine ful-
filled the prophecy, as for believing that it 
can be fulfilled at all by outward show. 

The quotation shows how even the best 
minds become " flighty" when filled with the 
intoxicating idea of " Christian citizenship." 

A PROMINENT clergyman of New York 
City, Rev. Madison C. Peters, says that the 
remedy for non-attendance of church mem-
bers at the house of worship on Sunday, is to 
make the Sunday sermon more interestng 
than the Sunday newspaper. Certainly; this 
is the only legitimate way, though it may 
not be the easiest_ way for the preachers. 
The effort made by the latter to suppress the 
Sunday newspaper is a virtual confession 
that they are unable to compete with it in 
producing that which will interest the people. 
It is just as true now as it ever was, however, 
that the power of the word of God is infinitely 
greater than any power that can be exercised 
by the Sunday newspaper or any other means 
that is of earth. If preachers would only 
stop trying to compete with the Sunday paper 
in the line of that which the latter contains 
and on the plane where it stands, and turn 
to the simple preaching of the divine Word, 
their work would be attended by "the power 
of God unto salvation to everyone that be-
lieveth," and the world might again see with 
wonder three thousand people converted by 
one sermon, instead of one person converted 
by three thousand sermons. 

EVANGELIST D. L. MOODY said, recently, 
in answer to a query from the New York 
Journal, that the publication of Sunday 
newspapers is a violation of the divine com-
mandment to keep holy the Sabbath day. 
If Mr. Moody had only quoted the text 
which forbids newspaper publishing or other 
work on the first day of the week, his reply 
would have been of intense interest to the 
whole religious world. But for some reason 
he omitted to do this,—perhaps because he 
believes in following a precedent established 
by other popular preachers. So the public 
are left to take Mr. Moody's word for it, 
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—unless they are willing to believe that the 
Creator means just what he says in the Sab-
bath commandment, viz., that " the seventh 
day is the Sabbath." 

NEw 	Or rather the Old Bible in a 
"14141 NeW Style. • • 

B. C. 445. !all they that had separated them-

Dent. 25. 
selves from the ry peop;e of the lands 

48. 	unto the law of God, their wives, their 
2 Kin. 28. 3. ' sons, and their daughters, every one 

having knowleCgt., anu .2." having 
understanding 

THE Christian Statesman of December 12, 
announces that "many presidents of colleges 
have written to us, . . sending a selected 
list of twenty names of worthy students" to 
whom the Statesman will be sent this winter. 

It hopes "to reach at least 50,000 [college 
students] before the winter is over." What 
are you doing, reader, to extend the circula-
tion of the AMERICAN SENTINEL 

INTERESTING FACTS. 

AT this time when so much is being said con-
cerning the nations of Europe, we believe it will be 
interesting to everybody to see the picture of some 
of the people who stand at the head of the various 
governments. The above beading is the name of a 
little book, which contains besides 74 pages of very 
interesting facts brought out in various ways, an 
album of 21 fine half-tone cuts direct from the pho-
tographs of European royalty, and includes Victo-
ria, Queen of England; Christian IX., King of Den-
mark, and his Queen; Frederick, Crown Prince of 
Denmark; Oscar, King of Sweden; Sophia, Queen 
of Sweden; the King and Queen of Greece; Alex-
ander III., Czar of Russia; and Maria Dagmar, 
Czarina of Russia; Wilhelm II., Emperor of Ger-
many, and his wife;. Josef I., Emperor of Austria, 
his Queen and her son; and others of equal import 
ance and renown. 

This little book contains a total of 96 pages, nicely 
bound, in heavy paper, and was sold by the pub-
lisher at 25 cents. We will send it post-paid, for 
13 cents per copy, two copies for 25 cents. Send 
now. Postage stamps will be received. 

Address, 
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

39 Bond- St., Now York City. 

THE CYCLONE STILL WHIRLS. 
Be Sure You Don't Miss the Whirl this Fall and Winter, 

10-4tv0S-itt." 
For if you do you will miss a chance of a lifetime to make 

fine wages at a time of the year when nothing else can 
be accomplished. It will win you friends, and 

hold its trade as no other article that 
is now on the market will do. 

Give it a trial and your success is certain 

See what others say: 

Battle Creek, Mich., Oct. 16, 1896. 
Masses. COON BROS., Battle Creek, Mich. 	 • 

Gentlemen: In 14 hours' work in the city of Battle Creek, 
selling the "Cyclone Washer," I have sold seven. It is the 
best selling article that I have ever handled. 

Yours truly, 
H. M. LITTLE. 

Asbury Park, N. J., Oct. 21, 1896. 
Masses. Coon BRos., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Gentlemen: Since writing you before we have had the 
"Cyclone" used in our family, and all are delighted. Money 
is close here as elsewhere, and will be until confidence is re-
stored by the election of McKinley and Hobart. We are talk-
ing the merits of the machines with confidence, and hope to 
increase the orders as its use extends. 

Yours truly, 
H. & G. MARTIN. 

His Glorious Appearing.e\ 
An Exposition of Matthew 24. 

REVISED, ENLARGED, AND ILLUSTRATED. 

Contains ninety-six pages, with `tventy full-page illustrations. 
The work takes up Christ's Tat prophecy of his own 

second coming, and the signs of the times are 
clearly pointed out in relation to that 

greatest of all events. 

JUST THE BOOK FOR THE TIMES. 

Interesting, Timely, and Instructive. 

Price, attractive board cover, — 	.25 

With Sentinel, one year, - 	- 	$1.1 0 

ADDRESS, 	AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
39 BOND ST, New YORK. 

CHAPTER X. 
1 The names of them that sealed the covenant. 29 

The points of the casement. 

"VOW 3those that sealed were, 3.41, 

tha,, b  the son of 115,ch-a-11/ah, and 2 
a Ne-he-mFah, 4  the Tir'sha- ch. 9 

Dove) 
b ch. 

2 e  Ser-a-Fah, Az-a-ri/ah, Jer-e-mi/- eir 
ah, 
3 PAsh/iir, 
4 Hat/Wish, Sh6b-a-n-ilah, Mal/luch, 
5 Ha/rim, 1VIerle-moth, 
6 Daniel, Gin/ne-thon, Ba/ruch, 
7 Me-shill/lain, A-bi'jah, Miyarmin, 
8 Ma-a-zi/ah, Billgo-I, Sh6m-a-ilah 

these were the priests. 
9 And the Le/vites : " both Jesh/u-b, d  s„ 

the son of Az-a-ni-ah, Bin/nu-1 of the 
sons of Hen/a-add, Kad/mi-el ; 	e 117 

10 And their brethren, Slieb-a-ni/-11„ 
oh, He-di/jah, Ke1/1-td, PM-a-I/oh, 1,7;.1,. 

non, 	 g Del 
12, 1a 

11 MI/cha, Iterhob, Hash-a-bFah, 	
Ps. 	I" 12 Zdc'eur, Sher-e-bilah, 	 h 2Ki 
2 Chi ni'ah, 	 5 Het 

13 Ho-di/joh, Ba/ni, Be 'l 
I t The ru chief of the people; a Pai- meat 

rash, Pa/hath-me/ab 	Z6.t/- Ezrii 14. 
thug 	 k Ex. 

Lev. 
15" Ehn/ni, Az/gad, Beb/A-1, 
16 Ad-O-ni/jah,-BigIvo-I, A'din, 	

Deo: 

17 Ater, Hiz-ki'jah, 'Azizur, 
18 Ho-dI/jah, 115,/shum, Be/z5,i, 	

/ipc 

Lev. 
in De 19 Ha/rIph, Anto-th5th, 	 12. 

20 Mag/pI-5sh, 	 HS'zir, 
21 Me-shez/a-be-el, Zaldok, Jad- hand 

digs are. 
dte.. 

22 PM-a-tilah, 115/non, An-a-Fah, ,221: 
23 115-slie''a, 	 115/shub, 2s: 55 
24 Ha'-16'hesh, Pile-ha, ShS'bek, 2Is 4t 
25 Re/hilm, HA-sh5b/nah, 1115,-a-so/- n',11  

lah, 	 34.21. 
26 And A-111/jah, 	A'nan, : NWT. 
27 M5,1/luch. Ha/rim, Bala-nah. 	1)V-x't  
28 '11 e  And the rest of the people, , 

the priests, the Liiivites, the porters, 
the singers, the reNet12/1-nim, and, is. 

37 power 38 yet for all Ibis—our—our 9 ianely, 
Jeshua etc. 14 chiefs 28 Nethinirn.—people—that 
had — (having) 30 peoples 31 peoples— (it) 	-- 

Address, 

THE STORY OF 

PITCAIRN 1$14AND. 
(SECOND EDITION.) 

BY ROSALIND AMELIA YOUNG 
A Native Daughter. 

** 	Pitcairn Island, one of the volcanic gems of the Pacific. has 
been heard of wherever the English language has been spoken. 
The story of the working out of the problem of human life on 
its limited territory reads stranger and more thrillingly in 
many respects than a romance. But most, if not all, or the 
tales told and books printed have either been too fragmentary 
or incorrect and misleading. It will be interesting to the frier n: 
of that miniature world to know that an authentic history) Lr 

been written, and that by a native of the island, ene to 11, 
manor born. Miss Rosa Young is one of the direct descendant,  
of the mutineers of the Bounty. The book is a plain. um ar 
nished tale of Pitcairn and its inhabitants from its settler 
to the year 1894. It is written with a charming simplicit3 of 
style which refreshes the reader and invites a continual pet I -
sal. Illustrated with 26 engravings by the half-tone procmr, 
and its 23 chapters have each a neatly engraved heading. 

Price, 	 $1.00 
With Sentinel, 	 - 	1.50 

ADDRESS, 	AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
39 BOND ST., NEW YORK. 

SAFETY PENCIL POCKET. 
NEAT, CHEAP, SERVICEABLE. 

It perfectly secures pen or pencil in the pocket, so 
that it can not fall out when stooping. Can be easily 
and safe); attached to any part of the clothing. A 
small investment will prevent the loss of a valuable 
pen or pencil. 

PRICES. 

No. 1. Russia leather, for 2 pens 
No. 2. 	 3  ii 

No. 3. Sealskin, 	2 " 
No. 4. 	Li 	 3 " 
No. 5. Russia leather, for 4 " 
No. 6. Sealskin, 	4 " 

Sent by mail on receipt of price. We guarantee 
these pockets superior in every particular to sim-
ilar styles formerly sold and still offered at much 
higher prices.  

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING 00., 
39 Bond St., New York. 

Oakland, Cal. 	 Kansas City, Mo. 

They that sealed the covenant. 	NEHEMIAH, X. 	1„, 	i?ll” covenant. 

they have ry  f dominion over our bod-
ies, and over our cattle, at their plea- f  
sure, and we are in great distress. 
38 And ry because of all this we 12 (Au. 20. 
make a sure covenant, and write it; 10; 34. 1, 

Ezra 0. 3. 
and our prince:3, "Lolvites, and ch. 10. 2,  

2 Heb. 
"priests, 2  h  seal unto it. 	 the sel 

or, se 

h ch. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
39 Bond Street, New York City. 

10c. 
150. 
15c. 
25c. 
25c. 
40c. 
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NEW YORK, DECEMBER 24, 1896. 

rir' ANY one receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
friend. Therefore, those who have not ordered the SENTINEL 
need have no fears that they will be asked to pity for it. 

THE United States Government put into 
commission the other day a new monitor war 
ship, which is said to be "the Terror of the 
Sea." It is called the Puritan,. That is a 
very appropriate name. 

FROM Washington, D. C., news comes 
that already petitions containing between two 
hundred and three hundred thousand signa-
tures have been presented to Congress asking 
for a Sunday law for the District of Co-
lumbia. 

Joimr G. WOOLEY calls the Bible "King 
sets version of the Constitution of the 
ted, States." This is a mistake. Our 

English Bible is the King James version of 
the -Constitution of the Kingdom of God. 
The United States is not the Kingdom of God, 
and never will be. It is not even a kingdom 
of men. It is a republic of men. 

THE Union Signal says that "It is believed 
that this is a good time for Christian citizens, 
irrespective of party or denomination, to come 
together and consider their duty in the light 
of Christ's law." Yes, that is believed by 
a large number of people: and we most 
heartily wish that they would do it. And 
until all can get together, we wish such as 
do meet would really do this. It would work 
great changes and do immense good. 

IN the late big storm in this city a man 
perished because he had no shelter, although 
he had worked the day before. When his 
employer saw him dead, he exclaimed, "Why, 
that's Louis Bressler. He went to work for 
us yesterday. We would have paid him to-
day if he had not died." The Lord has said, 
"The wages of him that is . hired shall not 
abide with thee all night until the morning." 
What untold blessings would come to the 
poor if only those who have it in their power 
would do as the Bible says. 

UNDER the heading "Enforce the Laws," 
the Union Signal says that "more requests 
came the past year for legal light than for 
any other one thing; for that matter, more 
than all others put together." But what 
good is legal light to Christians? The light 
of life is what men need, Christians and all 
others. And it is written, "He that follow-
eth Me, shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life." But as, in the 
work of the W. C. T. U., more requests are  

made for legal light than for all otheFthings 
put together, it would appear that in that 
work they are following this other thing 
more than they are following Christ. The 
Signal considers this "a hopeful sign." It 
may be a hopeful sign of the thing they have 
in view; bat as for anything pertaining to 
Christianity, it is everything else than a hope-
ful sign. 

A WASHINGTON, D. C., correspondent 
sends us the following: " A delegation of 
members of the Anti-saloon League called on 
the President and had a conversation with 
him with reference to proposed religious leg-
islation. They referred to the criticisms 
that had been made in the papers with refer-
ence to his Thanksgiving proclamation; and 
as they reported in their public meetings, the 
President said emphatically that this is in-
deed a Christian nation, and it was only a 
matter of time when everyone would have to 
come to accept the situation." Evidently it 
was due to no oversight on the President's 
part that his Thanksgiving proclamation for 
1896 read as it did. 

THE next number of the AMERICAN SEN-

TINEL will be the New Year's number. It 

will be in new dress, new form, and sixteen 
• 

pages. Get ready to read it over carefully, 
and show it to your neighbor, and so recom-

mend it to him that he will become a sub-

scriber. The price remains the same. 

A WESTERN religio political journal raises 
the query how far a Christian can follow the 
divine injunction to "turn the other cheek" 
to the smiter before reaching the point where 
"forbearance ceases to be a virtue." It men-
tions by way of illustration that a certain 
minister in an Iowa town had been active re-
cently in securing the indictment of a drug-
gist for violation of the prohibition law, 
whereupon the druggist becoming angry, 
undertook one day to chastise the preacher 
upon the street, but the latter drew a revolver 
and shot him, inflicting a dangerous wound. 
This was a "regretable" outcome, the journal 
says, but it adds that "it is a stern question 
how long the champions of law and -order 
may be expected to stand dumb before the 
insults and assaults of law-breakers and..418-• 
sassins." 

Was-  this a case of -"Christian"-shooting? 
And if-the wound proved fatal—as perchance 
it did-was 	 in a "Chris- 

better for him than ilthe shot had heen-ftred::.  
tian" way? This,' 	not hoe.. heeil.  anti 

by a highway robber, but theminister-lherebY'--
avenged the "insults" offered him and- 'per- 
chance avoided bedilyinjury. 

How far did Jesus Christ go Vin submitting 
without resentment to the insults and 
lence offered him? How long did he suffer . , 	 ,,.„ 
them  

who profess to do all things in His name, to 
consider these questions in their bearing upon 
this Subject. 

IN a letter to The Church, Boston, Mass., 
lately, on "The Relation of the Catholic 
Church to American Institutions," Cardinal 
Gibbons said :— 

The American nation is a Christian nation. This 
is manifest from its Constitution, from its legisla-
tion, and from its observance of certain holidays such 
as Thanksgiving and Christmas. Now it is this very 
Christian spirit that the Catholic Church tries to 
strengthen in every way possible. Convinced that in 
her alone resides the fullness of divine revelation, she 
desires to draw all to herself through the sweet bonds 
of charity and religious persuasion. 

And that this work of drawing all to her-
self is being steadily and persistently carried 
on, the following dispatch is in evidence:— 

ROME, Dec. 16.—It is learned on excellent author-
ity that the pope will probably renew negotiations 
with the United States for the creation of an Amer-
ican legation to the Vatican. 

His Holiness has not any greater hopes of succeed-
ing with President McKinley than with President 
Cleveland, but he takes these steps by way of homage 
to a principle which, according to the Vatican, must 
sooner or later triumph. 

As President Cleveland has declared that 
"it is only a matter of time when, all will 
have to accept the situation" of this being 
"indeed a Christian nation," Rome can be 
depended on to do her part in seeing that 
"all will have to accept the situation." 

IN a sermon not long ago Dr. Talmage said 
that he was not a Spiritualist. His sermon 
Sunday, December 6, on "Heaven and Its 
Employments," proves that he is now very 
much of a Spiritualist. The veil that he 
mentions in the former sermon as growing 
thinner and thinner between this world and 
the spiritual world, will soon be so very thin 
that he can communicate with his departed 
friends who, he insists, "are much more alive 
than they ever were." 

AMONGST Catholics and in Catholic papers 
of the United States it is being said that 
"when Leo XIII. takes his place beside the 
popes surnamed great, among the things that 
made his greatness, historians will first name 
the establishment of the apostolic delegation 
in the United States." 
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