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To-DAY the AMERICANJ SENTINEL enters upon its 
twelfth year's work. Every one who has watched the 
course of events diuing these eleven years, knows that 
the call for this work is more urgent than ever before. 

When the first number of the AMERICAN SENTINEL 
was issued in January, 1886, who, however well in-
formed, would have supposed that in only eleven years 
the movement to make the United States Government 
" Christian," and • the " ChriStian religion " a national 
thing, would have become so all-pervading and so popu-
lar as it is ? 

Then there was but one small sect that was working 
to this bad end. That movement was weak, and unpop-
ular almost everywhere. All the principles and precepts 
of the Government were positively against it. 

Now the movement is powerful and popular almost 
everywhere. And in spite of principle and precept, the 
Government of the United States has been turned bodily 
in its favor, with notice from the National Executive that 
"all will have to accept the situation," and "face the 
music." In more than one way that is a7complete revo-
lution. 

WHAT IS THE SITUATION? 

Let us glance at original principles, that we may the 
better understand what the situation is, that " all will 
have to accept." 

Everybody knows that upon principle, and by ex-
press provision of the supreme law, the Government of 
the United States was established not only without any 
recognition of religion, but with the exclusion of religion, 
and speCifically the Christian religion. This was done, 
too, because of respect to the Christian religion—" that 
the infinite Spirit of eternal truth might move in its free- 

dom, and purity, and power," and that here there might 
be no encroachments upon the prerogatives of God. 

Thus the Government of the United States was estab-
lished in truth upon the Christian basis: in that its fun-
damental principles and supreme law were in exact har-
mony with the provisions announced by Jesus Christ 
with respect to the total separation that should be main-
tained between His religion and the jurisdiction of the 
State, between the kingdom of God and the governments 
of this world. 

Thus America became to all the world "the classical 
land" of religious liberty. Therefore no step could ever 
be taken against this order of things in the Government, 
without attacking religious liberty : no thing could ever 
be done toward governmental recognition of the Chris-
tian religion, without being against the plain word of 
Christ, as well as against the fundamental principles and 
the supreme law of the Government itself. 

This was all plain enough to all who cared to con-
sider that the principles of Christ and the good of man= 
kind were of more importance than their own opinions. 
And this is why the American people have been so slow 
to believe that there could be any danger to religious lib-
erty, any danger of the establishment of a national reli-
gion, in this country: they would not believe that there 
could ever be enough people in this country who would 
become antichristian, to change the order of things in 
which the Government of the United States was founded, 
and which it represented to all the world. 

By the year 1886, however, those who established the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL considered that there was sufficient 
indications of this approaching danger to justify the 
publishing of a paper which should be devoted to the 
maintenance of the principles of Christianity represented 
in the fundamental principles and the supreme law of the 
Government of the United States; while at the same time 
it should watch closely to detect and expose every mo-
tion that might be made toward securing the govern-
mental recognition of religion. 

In 1892, the Supreme Court of the nation committed 
the judicial department of the Government to the recog- 
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nition of the "Christian religion" as a governmental 
thing by declaring that " organic utterances " and the 
"meaning" of the Constitution prove that "this is a 
Christian nation," in accordance with original docu-
ments whose "purpose" was "the establishment of the 
Christian religion" in this country. And by another de-
ciSion in 1895, the Court has shown that it adheres to 
this doctrine. 

In 1892, also, Congress committed the legislative 
department of the Government not only to the recogni-
tion of the "Christian religion" as a governmental 
thing, but to,  the recognition of that particular phase of 
it that is represented in Sunday observance: and in 
1893, by direct action, confirmed that which it had done 
in 1892. 

In 1892, the President of the United States com-
mitted the executive department of the Goverment to the 
recognition of the " Christian religion " as a govern-
mental thing by'approving the action of Congress. In 
addition to this, in 1896, the President of the United 
States,, in a Thanksgiving proclamation, again com-
mitted the executive department of the Government, spe-
cifically, to the "Christian religion" as a governmental 
thing; and shortly afterward followed it up with the 
ominous declaration that "this is a Christian nation, 
and it is only a question of time when all will have to 
come to accept the situation." 

Now it is undeniable that these three departments—
the legislative, the judicial, and the executive—are the 
Government of the United States. It is also undeniable 
that these three departments have, by repeated action, 
committed themselves to the recognition of the "Chris-
tian religion" as a governmental thing. It is therefore 
also undeniable that in spite of the plain words of Jesus 
Christ; and in spite of the fundamental principles and the 
supreme law of the nation; the Government of the United 
States has been dragged into the recognition of the 
"Christian religion;" and in the antichristian sense in 
which such a term is always used, has been made a 
"Christian government." 

What more could possibly be necessary to the accom-
plishment of such a thing? Was it essential that all 
three branches of the Government should take such step, 
in order that it might truly be said that the Government 
had done it? All three have definitely and intentionally 
taken such step. Was it essential that all three branches 
of the Government should by repeated action take such 
step, in order that it might truly be said that the Gov-
ernment had done it? All three, by repeated action, 
have done it. And, as though to put a climax to 
the whole scheme, the President gives notice not only 
that "this is a Christian nation," but that it is only 
a question of time when "all will have to accept the sit-
uation," and "face the music." 

Yet this is not to say that all has been done that will 
be done. Not by any means; for such evil tide once 
a-flowing, will not cease until it shall have overflown, 
reached even to the neck, and filled the breadth of the,  

land. This is to say, however, what cannot be dis-
proved, that the particular, the essential, thing of the 
recognition of a governmental national religion, • has 
been accomplished by the Government of the United 
States. And when more shall have been dime in this di-
rection, it matters not what it may be, it is impossible 
for it to be the doing of any new thing. Alt that it can 
possibly be is but the enlarging and deepening of the 
thing that has already been done. 

PECULIARITIES OF TILE SITUATION. 

In view of all this that has certainly been done, it is 
remarkable how the great mass of the people of the 
United States do "accept the situation." 

Practically, the whole religious element of the nation 
accepts the situation, because it is glad to have it so. 
This element not only accepts the situation, but will do 
all in its power to emphasize President Cleveland's pro-
nunciamento that all "will have to accept" it. 

The vast majority of those who are not confessedly 
of the religious element, tamely accept the situation be-
cause they do not believe that the issue is. of sufficient 
importance to justify tliem in taking a course that will 
subject them to the sneers, the scoffs, and the ostracism 
both business and social, that are so largely dealt out to 
all who choose to let it be known that they do not accept 
the situation: - 

Looking at the situation as it really is to-day, in 
contrast with the situation that our fathers createdwhen' 
they established the National Government and fixed.the 
supreme law, a person is 'driven to the supposition that 
the great mass of the people of the United States to-day 
must think- that our fathers made a great mistake when 
they carried on such a long and earnest contest against 
any governmental recognition of the "Christian reli-
gion." 

There is certainly a great mistake somewhere in the 
issue. If our fathers were right in establishing the Gov-
ernment and fixing the supreme, law, with the express ex-
clusion of any recognition of the Christian religion, then 
these men to-day cannot . be right in dragging the whole 
Government into express recognition of the " Christian 
religion." And if these men are right to-day in giving 
express governmental recognition to the " Christian reli-
gion," then assuredly our fathers were wrong in expressly 
excluding the Christian religion from governmental rec-
ognition. 

These two things cannot' stand together. One of 
them must inevitably be wrong. And to "accept the sit-
uation". as at is to-day, and as the President of the 
United States says it " will have to " be accepted, is to 
say that our fathers were wrong in excluding the Chris-
tian religion from governmental recognition. But to 
say, or-  tacitly to admit, or "to accept the situation" 
which argues, that our fathers were wrong in this, 'is to 
go further hack than that point. The leading writer of 
the history of the United States-  has well 'said that this 
exclusion of religion from governmental recognition was 
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" the logical consequence of either of the two great 
distinguishing principles of the Reformation, as well of 
justification by faith alone as the equality of all be,. 
lievers." 

To "accept the situation" then as it is to-day, is to 
allow that our fathers were wrong in creating the situa- 
tion which they labored so hard to create. And to allow 
that they were wrong in this, is to argue that the Ref-
ormation, in its two great distinguishing principles, 
was wrong. And to do that is to occupy distinctly papal 
ground. 

Nor yet is this all. We have shown that the situa-
tion which was created by our fathers in the total separ-
ation of the Christian religion from governmental recog-
nition, is precisely the situation which the words of Christ 
declare that governments should occupy. And our 
fathers caused this Government to occupy that situation 
because of their respect for the words of Christ which de-
manded it; and because of deference to "the principles 
upon which the gospel was first propagated." 

To " accept the situation" then as it is to-day in the 
Government of the United States respecting the "Chris-
tian religion," and which President Cleveland says "will 
have to " be accepted, is not only to allow that our 
fathers were wrong in excluding the Christian religion 
from governmental recognition, but it is also to argue 
that the principles upon which the gospel was first prop-
agated, and even the very words of Christ, are wrong. 
And to do that, is to take the position of antichrist. 

Ind that is the situation as it is to-day. 

THE TWO SITUATIONS. 

There are then, in fact, two situations before the peo-
ple of America to-day : First, the situation which was 
created by our fathers, when, by the fundamental princi-
ples and the supreme law of the Government, and accord-
ing to the words of Christ and the principles upon which 
the gospel was first propagated, they excluded the Chris-
tian religion from governmental recognition. Secondly, 
the situation which, in spite of the words of Christ and 
the principles upon which the gospel was first propa-
gated; and in spite of the fundamental principles and 
the supreme law of the Government; has been created 
to-day by the repeated governmental recognition of the 
"Christian religion." 

These are the two ,  situations that are before the peo-
ple of the United States to-day. The first is Christian: 
the second is antichristian. And ".it is not a theory, but 
a condition, which confronts us." For the President has 
plainly said, and there are multitudes who are ready, by 
whatever means, to make the saying effective, that " all 
will have to accept the situation" as it has been created 
lately—the antichristian. situation. 

Calmly and deliberately, and in the fear of Christ, we 
say that we will not "have to " accept that situation. 
We will not "have to" do.it, simply because we will not 
do it. Not only this, but we are going to oppose it with 
all our might—not on the field of carnage nor with  

weapons of carnal warfare; but as our fathers did, in the 
field of public opinion, with "the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God," "with sufferings and the 
Cross." There are thousands of us now, and there are 
going to be thousands upon thousands of us before the 
contest is over, who will not " accept the situation," who 
will not "face the music." 

Christ or antichrist—that is the question. Choose ye. 
As for us and our house, we choose Christ, the principles 
upon which the gospel was first prop'agated, the two 
great distinguishing principles of the Reformation, the 
Declaration of Independence,, and the Constitution of the 
United States. "Come with us and we will do thee good, 
for God has spoken good concerning Israel." 

IN the Christian Statesman, of December 19, 1896, 
Rev. J. N. Leiper, reporting the visit of the Anti-Saloon 
League to President Cleveland, a short time before, adds 
the following; and the italics are his own :— 

" After this ceremony was over, the writer went back 
to the President, and, in the presence of a few others, 
said : Mr. President, I most earnestly thank you for the 
recognition of your Saviour and mine in your Thanks-
giving proclamation.' I write this incident in order to 
give the President's reply, which deserves to be remem-
bered by all citizens. After referring to the fact that he 
had been criticised for it by the Jews and some others, he 
remarked : ' We are a Christian nation, and we may as 
well face the music.' " 

That statement of the President's does certainly "de-
serve to beremembered by all citizens," and by all others 
in the country. Indeed, there is not much likelihOod that 
they will have much opportunity to forget it. The real 
question is, Will they "face the music " ? 

-1,--416-4 

Christianity and the State. 

" Of all the sages who have applied themselves to in-
struct men and to render them good and happy, Jesus 
Christ is the only one who has not considered them under 
any political relation, and who has, in no circumstance, 
mingled with his instructions principles relative to the 
legislation of empires. Whatever be the influence of the 
gospel on human morality, neither Jesus Christ nor his 
disciples ever caused it to be understood that the evan-
gelical institution should enter into the constitutional 
laws of nations. 

" The gospel is an entirely spiritual economy offered 
to mortals in so far as they have a destination ulterior 
to the ends of civil society, and above all, political rela-
tions :, it is proposed to man as his second reason, as the 
supplement of his conscience, and not to society as a new 
subject of legislative measures. In short, the gospel has 
demanded, in appearing in the world, that men should 
receive it, and that governments should permit it. 

" Such is the external character which distinguishes 
it in its origin from all the other religions,which had tyr- 
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annized over the earth ; and it is this which ought to dis-
tinguish it, even to the end of time, from all those forms 
of worship which subsist.only by their incorporation with 
-the laws of empires." 

So spoke Mirabeau, January 25, 1791: and though 
not a believer in Christianity, "if the great truths which 
he had caught sight of and proclaimed," when those who 
professed to believe them had disgraced them, "could 
not save France, they remained graven for posterity in 
his incomparable language. The day when we shallknow 
how to comprehend and apply them, the faults of the first 
Revolution will be repaired." 

"Napoleon said;  in returning from Notre Dame after 
the ceremonies which had marked the conclusion of the 
Concordat: `Now the French Revolution is finished.' 
. . . Not only was the French Revolution not finished, 
'but it was even arrested in the track on which it hadsei 
out from its first day, and was in a manner fixed in its 
most fatal error. What was Very decidedly finished was 
the regime of intolerance and persecution. Equality of 
worships, considered as a right, was gained forever; but 
with respect to true and sincere religious liberty, the 
Revolution was hardly commenced. 

"Apart from a short and stormy period, in which the 
separation of Church and State had been proclaimed and 
realized with surprising success in the most difficult cir-
cumstances, the heavy hand of the civil power had not 
-ceased for a single day to weigh on the religious con-
science : and as it is there that we must seek the inmost 
spring of liberty, despotism had taken the surest guar-
antee against all moral independence. To persecution 
had succeeded imperious protection. The great corpora-
tions Of the past had disappeared : there remained no 
longer any but individuals before the State; but individ-
uals disarmed, to whom the right of association was 
strictly prohibited. Nothing was more easy for the civil 
power than to knead, at its pleasure, thiS fine dust; but 
this power was also soon to learn how frail are the edi-
fices constructed with such materials. The true cement 
was wanting; for the cement is liberty, and before all, the 
first of liberties, that of souls. 

"No, the Revolution was not finished in 1801. Nor 
is it finished at this day. Neither liberty in general, nor 
religious liberty in particular, has received a sufficient 
sanction. . . . Let it be thoroughly understood : we 
shall not have the free State except with the free Church 
—I mean fully free, without pay and without fetters, 
without emoluments and without organic laws, with the 
regime of the common right sincerely accepted. Thus 
will be secured against the invasions of monarchical or 
demagogical despotism, the inviolable asylum of reli-
gious liberty—mother of all others; and universal suf-
frage will be constrained to comprehend that for its tu-
multuous waves, as for the billows of the ocean, there is 
a voice to say: Thus far and no farther. The idol of 
false popular sovereignty will be broken. 

"Such a reform will react on the whole political or- 
ganization; 	reproduce itself in all its degrees, and  

will establish the true line of demarkation between the 
central civil_ power and individual liberty. Then the 
Church, under these normal conditions, living only by 
liberty, will find its first interest in serving and defending 

it. 	. . . The Divine idea can alone preserve liberty; 
but it is on the condition that liberty be not refused to 

the divine idea." 
These weighty and eloquent lines by Dr. De Presseng, 

though written twenty-eight years ago, and with special 
reference to France, are fully applicable to the condition 
of things in the United States to-day. Will the American 
people open their eyes to the evils that are being grad-
ually fastened more and more upon them, and demand 
that the whole national system be set again upon the 
original basis where our fathers placed it in the final step 
which consummated the American Revolution? 

Which Will It Be ? 

Is this a Protestant Christian nation, or a Roman 
Catholic Christian nation? An important question is 
this, one which contains the elements of terrific commo-
tion for the religious forces of the country. And this 
question is now•  raised, and the issue joined, which must 
precipitate the contest for supremacy. President Cleve- 
land's "innocent" little Thanksgiving utterance of recent 
date, bearing the stamp of a national document, seems 
to have been all that was lacking to start the avalanche 
rolling. Note the following from the Presbyterian Mes- 

senger, quoted (in the Christian Statesman, of December 

12:— 

" The United States Supreme Court has recently de-
clared judicially that this is a Christian nation; and now 
the executive falls in line. .And let us hold up not only 
the Christian flag, but the Protestant flag. Every his-
torical, constitutional and legal fact and principle that 
makes thiS a Christian nation, makes it a Protestant na-
tion. If it be inconsistent with the rights of Romanists 
to make this assertion, it is inconsistent with the rights 
of Jews and even of all irreligious men to make the official 
declarations that the President and the Governor have 
made. One of our political judges had the temerity to 
declare in the late Saratoga General Assembly that it is 
not true historically, or in any other way, that this is a 
Protestant nation. Made in such a place it was a trait-
orous declaration. Politicians, who are looking for votes, 
may presume on the liberality of Protestants and cater 
for the papal ballots by such declaration ; but all Protes-
tants, informed as to the true history of the nation, 
should repudiate them with indignation." 

So this is a Protestant Christian nation, is it ? Hold 
on, now; let us see what our Roman Catholic citizens 
have to say on that point. In the Catholic Mirror, of 
December 12, is found this from the pen of Cardinal Gib- 
bons:— 

" The American nation is a Christian nation. This is 
manifest from its constitution, from its legislation, and 
from its observance of certain holidays, such as Thanks-
giving and Christmas." 

Cardinal Gibbons speaks with authority for the Ro- 
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man Catholic Church. And when he says that the Amer-
ican nation is a 'Christian nation, he means that it is a 
Roman Catholic Christian nation, for the plain reason 
that the Catholic Church does not recognize anything as 
Christian outside of her own fold. She denies that there 
is, any salvation outside her pale. She affirms expressly • 
that she is the Christian church, and that all other 
churches are schismatic and heretical. Only recently the 
Anglican " High Church," which resembles the Roman 
Catholic Church so closely in doctrine and practice as to 
be almost indistinguishablafrom it, was refused recogni-
tion  as a Christian church by .the supreme head of the 
church of Rome. 

With Church and State separated, as in the order es-
tablished by our forefathers, the question as to whether 
or not this Government is Protestant, or even Christian, 
could never be raised. But now that every department 
of the Government has broken through this order, and 
declared this to be a Christian nation, the question has 
arisen, and already it has assumed that phase which must 
precipitate a conflict between Protestantism and Rome 
for political supremacy. Is the Government to be Roman 
Catholic or Protestant ? As established by the framers 
of the Constitution, it is Protestant, in that its founda-
tion principles are in antagonism to the papal principle 
of a union of religion with the State. And every move in 
the direction of giving it a religious character, has been 
a move to make it in reality, if not in name, a Roman 
Catholic Goternment. In every such move the nation 
has been playing into Rome's hands. Therefore let Prot-
estants not imagine that victory will lightly turn upon 
their side when the battle is joined. 

THE Pa ulist Fathers of New York City, whose spe-
cialty it is to Catholicize the Protestants of the United 
States, have extended to Canada their mission enter-
prize. "ReV. " Walter Elliott, with whose work our 
readers are somewhat acquainted, has lately been on a 
tour up there. In his report, referring to his question-
box, he says :— 

"Among the questions was one affirming justification 
by faith alone, a novelty in our experience, and showing 
the primitive type of Protestantism in this part of Can-
ada. . . . Another question was pertinent arid im-
pertinent : 'Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.' (St. John iii: 3.) Are you 
born again?" 

These are interesting statements. Mr. Elliott has 
been touring thus for several years. He has been west 
as far as Iowa, and has had good-sized audiences in, all 
sections. And yet to find a person " affirming justifica-
tion by faith alone" is "a novelty" in his experience. 
Now, justification by faith alone, is Christianity. This, 
then, is equivalent to saying that to find a person affirm-
ing Christianity is a novelty in • his experience. This in 
turn shows one of two things--either there is a great 
dearth of Christianity among the people whom he meets,  

or else there is a greater dearth of those who are ready 

to affirm it. 
Again : Mr. Elliott says that the question asked 

him, "Are you born again," was "impertinent." No 
one needs any better evidence than this, that the Rev., 
Walter Elliott is not born again. For the man who is, 
really born again will never consider it impertinent to be 

asked such a question. 

The Two New Englands. 

A WRITER in the Catholic World for December, dis-

cussing the subject of "New England and the Formation 
of America," argues that important as may have been 
the influence of the New England of. the past, in the his-
tory of the nation, it is to be surpassed by the New Eng-
land of the future. This is to be, because, while the New 
England of the past was Puritan and had great influ-
ence, the New England of the future is to be Catholic, and 
therefore will have m-411 greater influence. He argues. 

that as "Puritan
.  New England has made our coun-

try to be a Yankee nation," the soon-coming Catholic. 
New England will make our country "to be a Catholic 

nation." 
In the opinion of thiS writer the future New England 

from which such notable result is to be expected, has al-
ready made such progreSs that it is almost the present 

New England. He says:— 

" Puritan New England has made our country a 
Yankee nation. But the New England of yesterday is 
fast giving place to the New England of the . future. 
What was Puritan New England, has been called, even 
now, Catholic New England. Surely the Lord Christ has 
intended to work greater matters by the little handful of 
Puritans than either they or the world have been aware. 
of. Important as has been the part played by the New 
England of yesterday, we may reasonably expect that 
even greater things will be done by her in the future_ 
These greater things will be done through the transform-
ation of the Puritan. We shall, in the future, esteem 
the works of the Puritan more for these later fruits of 
New England, which he did not dream of producing—to 
have dreamed of them would have been to him a night-
mare—than for his share in making this a free nation.. 
The Puritan has made this a religious nation, which is. 
destined to be a Catholic nation." 

There is more substance to this view than most of 
the people will readily believe. The result here so confi-
dently expected, is also nearer than many are ready to 
believe. Indeed, the Puritan New England system, both 
theoretical and practical, was so essentially Catholic, 
that no other result could fairly be expected than that 
-which this writer has defined. It is the logical result. 
This contemplated "future New England " will be only 
the legitimate and strictly logical descendant of the Pu-
ritan New England. 

When this "future New England" shall find itself in 
power and in working order, it will find also, in large 
measure throughout the nation, the machinery of the 
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Puritan system existing and in good working order. 
Many of the same old dreadful laws used by that system, 
which have never been repealed, will be found serviceable. 
These laws, having fallen into "innocuous desuetude," 
are supposed by many to be dead. But they Were not 
dead under the regime of the former New Englanct And 
as certainly as "future New England " rises to power, all 
such laws found unrepealed will be found to be no more 
dead nor dormant than they were under the former. 

Every legislature in the land, whether national or 
State, should make a specialty of hunting up all such old 
laws and repealing them at once. If the people of the 
nation were only half awake to the real situation, they 
would never rest, and would give the legislatures no rest, 
until this thing was thoroughly done. 

A New Sunday Bill in Congress. 

Mtn CONGRESS, H. R.  9679.  
2D SESSION. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

December 16, 1896. 

Mr. Washington (by request) introduced the following 
bill; which was referred to the Committee on the 

District of Columbia and ordered to be 
printed. 

A BILL 
To further protect the first day of the week as'a day of 

rest in the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem-
bled, That it shall not be lawful for any person to keep 
open any place of business or maintain a stand for the 
sale of any article or articles of profit during Sunday, 
excepting vendors of books or newspapers, and apothe-
caries for the dispensing of -medicines, and undertakers 
for the purpose of providing for the dead, or others for 
the purposes of charity or necessity; nor shall any public 
playing of football or baseball or any other kind of play-
ing, sports, pastimes, or diversions, disturbing the peace 
and quiet of the day, be practiced by any person or per-
sons within the District of Columbia on Sunday; nor 
shall any building operations or work upon railroad 
construction be lawful upon said day; and for any viola-
tion of this Act the person offending shall, for each 
offense, be liable to a fine of not less than five dollars nor 
more than fifty dollars, and in the case of corporations 
there shall be a like fine for every person employed in 
violation of this Act laid upon the corporation offending. 

SEC. 2. That it shall be a sufficient defense to a prose-
cution for labor on the first day of the week that the de-
fendant uniformly keeps another day of the week as a day 
of rest, and that the labor complained of was done in 
such a manner as not to interrupt or disturb other per-
sons in observing the first day of the week as a day of 
rest. This Act shall not be construed to prevent the sale 
of refreshments other than malt, or spirituous liquors, or 
to prevent the sale of malt and spirituous liquors as now 
provided for by law, or tobacco, cigars, railroad and  

steamboat tickets, or the collection and delivery of bag-
gage. 

This bill was originated and framed by the National 
Sabbath Alliance of Washington, D. C.; and was pre-
sented in Congress at the request Of this Alliance. After 
framing it themselves, and themselves having it pre-
sented, a convention was held by themselves, presided 
over by Bishop Satterlee, which gravely proceeded to 
endorse it. This convention also had a committee ap-
pointed to lobby the bill in the Houses of Congress. 

Compared with former bills from the same source it 
will be seen that all use of openly religious words and 
phrases has been studiously avoided. In this respect it 
is probably about as taking a bill as it is possible to 
frame for the purpose for which it is intended : that iS, to 
secure religious legislation under cover of something else. 
They may be able to make such a showing with this bill 
that the 'legislative mind shall be willing to pass it. 

Yet, though all set religious terms and phrases are 
studiously avoided in this bill, its essential religious 
meaning and intent is not one whit less than that of any 
other bill that has been put before Congress by these 
same parties. In former bills they have so fully exposed 
their real purpose that/there can be no mistaking it, 
under whatever guise it may now or in future be forced 
to assume in order to disarm opposition. 

The Sunday institution is essentially and only relig-
ious, in itself. It never can be made anything else. It is 
impossible to have legislation of any kind or to any 
degree in favor of Sunday, without having religious leg-
islation. It is impossible for government or individuals 
to recognize Sunday as anywiSe different from the other 
working days of the week, without recognizing a religious 
institution, and conforming just so far to a religious 
practice. The promoters of this bill know this. They are 
therefore perfectly willing to tone down their propositions 
to any extent that will assure their adoption by Con-
gress, knowing that as certainly as the thing is recognized 
or adopted in any shape, the whole field is opened, and 
additional steps can be taken at their leisure. We know 
this because we have heard them say it more than once. 

But see how far they have indeed gone to give this 
bill an acceptable cast "This Act shall not be construed 
. 	. 	. to prevent the sale of malt and spirituous liquors 
as now provided by law," etc. That is to say, We would 
not have it understood that this bill shall repeal, super-
sede, or interfere in any way with, any law which sanc-
tions the liquor traffic. In other words, Only give us by 
specific statute the national recognition of Sunday, and 
we will say nothing against any law providing for the 
liquor traffic. 

How could there be made a more open bid than this 
is, for the support,--4f not positive at least byconsent— 
of the liquor element? How could there be a more cow- 
ardly, not to say a more tricky, compromise with the 
liquor traffic, than is offered in this bill? Indeed, the 
title Sunday Liquor Bill would be more accurately de-
scriptive than simply Sunday bill. We are waiting to see 
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whether the Woman's Christitan Temperance Union and 
the Christian Endeavorers will support this bill as they 
have all the others. 

The 	exemption " which this bill proffers to observers 
of another. day than Sunday, is the worst one that has 
yet been inserted in any bill presented in Congress. In 
former bills it was proposed that the provisions of the 
Act should not apply to those who conscientiously ob-
serve another day than Sunday. In this bill, its provis-
ions apply to all alike, up to the point of defense in a 
prosecution : only then does the " exemption " clause 
avail. For "it shall be a sufficient defense to a prosecu-
tion for labor on the first day of the week that the 
defendant," etc. It is only when a man is prosecuted, 
and when he has thus become, a " defendant " that this 
clause is of any avail. That is to say that under this Apt 
every person who uniformly keeps another day of the 
week as a day of rest, and who labors on Sunday, shall 
be subject to arrest and prosecution. But when he shall 
have been arrested and is prosecuted, then . being " the 
defendant" it shall be "a sufficient defense" to the "Pros-
ecution," that he shall prove not only that he "uniformly 
keeps another day of the week as a day of rest," but 
"that the labor complained of was done.in such a manner 
as not to interrupt or disturb other persons in observing 
the first day of the week as a day of rest." And as it is 
the established rule of the courts that "the burden of 
proof rests upon him who claims the exemption ; " and 
also that such disturbance may be mental, and may be 
caused merely by the knowledge that the person is labor-
ing on Sunday; it is perfectly plain that under such an 
act as this, the observer of another day than Sunday 
would be placed in a position of such difficulty as ought 
to satisfy the greatest inquisitor-general that ever hunted 
a heretic. 

See also where this bill places honest industry. By 
the plain words of the bill, "the sale of malt and spiritu-
ous liquors," and of course the drinking of them, may 
be publicly carried on on Sunday wherever "provided for 
by law," without any danger of interrupting or disturbing 
other persons, and without any danger of any person being 
arrested, or prosecuted, or made a defendant in court. 
Whereas any quiet, sober, inoffensive Christian who en-
gages in holiest labor on Sunday is instantly subject to 
arrest, and prosecution, and to be made defendant in 
such a network of difficult circumstances as to make it 
practically impossible to escape. 

Thus by this bill drunkenness, carousal and general 
deviltry are given specific sanction, hoodlumism is en-
couraged, and idleness is enforced, on Sunday; while 
honest industry is forbidden, condemned and persecuted. 
And they expect the national Government to put the seal 
of its approval upon the iniquitous proposal. It may be 
that they can persuade the Government to do so. But 
howlong can a Government live that so reverses the true 
order Of things? Honest industry is the life of the State. 
Idleness, even voluntary, is death to the State. And 
enforced idleness is the suicide of the State. 

There is no room for doubt that the National Sab-
bath Alliance took a great deal of care in the franaing.of 
this bill. It bears the marks of this all over: Bishop 
Satterlee and his associates probably.think that in fram-
ing and promoting the bill they are pleasing the Lord; 
but if they had formed a set purpose to please Satan 
himself, it is difficult to conceive how they could have 
taken a course better adapted to such purpose than they 
have taken in the matter of framing this bill and trying 
to get it enacted into law. 

Probably there will be those who will say that the 
sponsors of this bill do not mean all thatwe have pointed 
out. We are not asking anybody to tell what they do 
or do not mean. We do not care to know what they 
mean or do not mean. We do know now what they have 
said, and assuredly that is enough. 

Is It Christian ? 

Is the "Christian Citizenship" movement a Christian 
undertaking in truth, or is it such only in name? We ask 
this question with particular reference to some statements 
made by the president, Mr. Edwin D. Wheelock, in the 
Golden Rule, of December 10. That individual says 

" It has taken three years to educate.even a compara-
tively few people up to a clear understanding of the full 
and true meaning of the Christian Citizenship move-
ment. . . . 

" Christian citizenship is more than reform; it is regen-
eration. 

"It is more than the ethics of politics; it is the science 
of righteousness. 

"It maintains that the State is as truly sacred as the 
Church, should be governed by as high principles, and 
should recognize God as the source of all authority. 

"It believes that but two ways, lie before our country; 
one leading to anarchy, the other to the application of 
gospel principles to public affairs. 

"It is the voice of one crying in the wilderness of public 
sins, `Prepare ye the way of the Lord ; ' measure all 
things by the rule of absolute righteousness rather than 
that of ' policy ' ; cast out whatever is not in harmony 
with the teaching of Christ." 

The first of these statements distinctly and emphati-
cally affirms that " Christian citizenship " is regeneration. 
This is a scriptural term, and refers the mind to that deep 
and vital mystery of the gospel of God—the new birth. 
"Except a man be born again, he cannot seethe kingdom 
of God" is a cardinal doctrine of the Christian religion. 
This new birth is "of water and of the spirit." John 3 :5. 
In Titus 3 :5 it is spoken of as "the washing of regenera-
tion and renewing of the Holy Ghost." 

But "Christian Citizenship" is confessedly not "of 
water and of the Spirit." It does not seek to attain the 
end it has in view by any such means. Its means are, the 
ballot and legislation. Through these it seeks "the ap-
plication of gospel principles to public affairs." As there-
fore its means are earthly and not spiritual; as regenera- 
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tion is wholly a spiritual process, wrought only by spirit-
ual agencies; and as "Christian Citizenship" claims to be 
regeneration and not mere reform; it follows that it is a 
fraud, and therefore not Christian at all. But not only 
is it a fraud in not being what it claims to be; it is a sub-
stitute for that which has been instituted by God for 
human salvation. It is a man-made system of regenera-
tion—a substitute for the real generation which, is of 
God by the Holy Spirit. In claiming to be regeneration, 
it stamps itself as not only a fradulent, but an anti-
Christian, thing. 

The acceptation of Christian Citizenship as the means 
of regeneration, means its acceptance as the Christian 
religion. The Christian Citizenship worker will engage 
in politics—for "the application of gospel principles 
to public affairs " by means of the ,ballot and legisla-
tion can be nothing more than a form of politics—
believing that he is thereby showing forth " the science 
of righteousness." It is the same old error which 
has done such evil work all through the ages—the con-
founding of politics with Christianity. And this latest 
phase of it is no better than any of the others, and no less 
fraught with evil to mankind. 

Christian Citizenship and the Coming of the 

Lord. 

lv elected by the majority will He serve? If the Lord 
Jesus Christ, "the Lord of Glory," should be elected by 
the majority of the people of the United States as ruler 
of the nation, will He accept the office? 

There i's a confederation of ecclesiastical forces en-
gaged in a religio-political campaign with a view to elect-
ing the Saviour as Supreme Ruler of this nation. When 
this shall be accomplished it is proposed to carry the 
campaign to other nations until He shall be made undis-
puted Ruler of the world. 

At this point some will deny that there is any such 
campaign in progress. Others will pass the matter by 
with the remark that if true it is the work of a few irre-
sponsible fanatics. Others still, who favor the campaign, 
will readily admit the existence and strength of the 
movement, and will be ready for a discussion of the main 
question. These last ones are asked to wait until the 
existence and magnitude of the campaign are shown to 
those readers who are disposed to doubt or deny it. 

The largest campaign procession yet organized to 
impress the public with the magnitude of the movement 
was the one which marched from the steps of the national 
capitol down Pennsylvania Avenue to the treasury 
building. This procession numbered fifty-thousand, and 
was composed of representatives of twenty-five Protes-
tant churches federated under the name of the United 
Societies of Christian Endeavor, an organization num-
bering three millions. This magnificent parade was 
headed by a body of clergymen, one of whom carried, a 
banner, an illustration of which is here reproduced from  

a photograph. This great demonstration was made in 
the interests of what is called 'Christian Citizenship. 
"Christian Endeavor Stands for Christian Citizenship," 
were the words used by the President of the United Socie-
ties of Christian Endeavor, Mr. Clark, when publicly pre-
senting the banner to the clergyman who carried it at 
the head of the mammoth procession. The official report 
of this demonstration says of its ultimate aim :— 

"That grand exhibition of young manhood and 
womanhood is the clearest omen yet seen Of the coming 
time when Christ, whose right it is to reign, shall be su-
preme on Capitol Hill."—Official Report, Fifteenth Inter-
national 'Christian Endeavor Convention, Washington, 
D. C., July 8-13, 1896. 

A later and if possible more striking statement of 
the ultimate object of the Christian Citizen crusade is the 
following:— 

" Not until the kingship of Jesus is established over 
our land and the world, and his teachings made the rule 
in all public affairs will the Christian Citizenship League 
have achieved its purpose to prepare the way of the Lord. 
And then it shall be found, that not only has the way for 
his coming been prepared, but that He has indeed and in 
truth come."—The Christian Citizen (December, 1896), 
the official organ of the'Cliristian Citizenship League. 
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Having shown that the object of the Christian Citi-
zenship campaign is to make Christ the Ruler of the 
United States and then of the world, the next question 
that suggests itself is, What are the methods by which 
this is to be accomplished ? 

As its name signifies, this is not an organization of 
Christians designed to advance the kingdom of God 
(which is "righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost ") in the hearts of men by the only methods known 
to that kingdom (by the Spirit and "the sword of the 
Spirit which is the word of God "); but is an organization 
of professed Christians formed to establish the ki gdom 
of God by the exercise of the functions of earthly citizen-
ship—political methods—through political parties, prim-
aries, political conventions, platforms, candidates, cam-
paigns, ballots, voters, challenges, contested elections, 
caucuses, fillibustering, laws, detectives, sheriffs, hang-
men, etc. These are the methods • by which the Christian 
Citizenship crusade purposes to make Christ the Ruler of 
the United States ! 

If thug nominated and elected will the Lord qualify? 
Will he accept the office, and reward the political Jameses 
and Johns, his most enthusiastic campaign workers,with 
the best offices on the right hand and the left in his newly 
established kingdom ? Will he? " What think ye of 
Christ ? " 

Before this question is answered, the reader is asked 
to consider another phase of the subject. It is proposed 
by this movement to make " His teachings " " the rule in 
all public affairs." It is asserted that when this is accom-
plished Christ will come. By this it is seen that the doc-
trines of the Christian religion will become political issues, 
to be argued on the street corner and in the bar-room, 
and to be voted on by the believer and the unbeliever, the 
Catholic and the Protestant, the high and the low; and 
passed upon by judges and juries of varying creeds and 
characters. 

Thus the kingdom of God which is declared to be a 
kingdom of righteousness and truth, and its law a spirit-
ual law, and its sphere the hearts of men; is to be dragged 
into the sphere of politics, made subject to majorities, 
and handled with unconsecrated hands. Are these 
methods of advancing the kingdom of God in the hearts 
of men, Christian methods? Are they the methods Christ 
used? Would he accept the rulership in such a kingdom 
established by such methods? To ask the question is to 
answer it. But there is divine precedent and precept with 
which to answer the question. 

About A. D. 32 there appeared in Judea the first 
Christian Citizenship League. Its object was the same as 
that of the modern league, to enthrone Christ. Of the 
Lord's attitude toward that league it is written, " When 
Jesus therefore perceived that they would take him by 
force to make him King, he departed again into a moun-
tain himself alone." He fled from that "Christian citi-
zenship" crowd, "a great multitude" too, preferring 
rather to be alone than be with those who so utterly misin-
terpreted the nature of his kingdom, and misread his  

character. And just as certain as Christ left those who 
would make him King of carnal men by carnal methods 
in A. D. 32, just so sure will he leave those in 1897 who 
seek thus,to make him King. And just in propOrtion as 
these Christian Citizenship methods have been adopted, 
in that proportion-  has Christ already left the churches 

of to-day. 
On a later occasion, when an apprehensive politician 

who had been informed by the Jewish Citizenship League 
that Christ wanted the politician's place, asked the Lord 
if the charge was true, He replied : " My kingdom is not 
of this world, if my kingdom were • of this world then 
would my servants fight that I should not be delivered 
to the Jews." 

No, Christ's kingdom among men to-day is a spiritual 
kingdom, and its subjects are spiritual subjects who serve 
him in spirit and in truth. He seeketh such to serve 
him. But now in A. D. 1897, he will not, as in A. D. 33 
he would not, be forced to take the position, secured by 
political methods, as King over carnal men. 

Nevertheless, he will be this world's King. He will 
come in all His glory and establish His kingdom among 
men. For to this end was He born. But this will not be 
accomplished by any Christian Citizenship League, nor 
by any other political movement. When His kingdom of 
righteousness and truth has been established by the Holy 
Spirit in the hearts of all who will receive it, then He will 
come and destroy out of His kingdom all things that offend 
and them which do iniquity, purify the earth with fervent 
heat, "make all things neW," and "reign for ever and 
ever." 	 A. F. B. 

-I,- 0- 0 -4-4 

" BY general agreement of scholars the beginning of 
our Christian era has been set four years wrong. By 
general agreement the Christmas day, December 25th, 
has also been set wrong. . . . So little have feast days 
and celebrations to do with religion that it never occurred 
to one of the four evangelists to tell us the day and the 
month. . . 	All this teaches us the old lesson, that 
the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, nor birthdays 
or birthyears, but righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit." 

Such is a very truthful observation made by the New 
York Independent, of December 17; and another equally 
truthful which it suggests is that no surer evidence of the 
decadence of Christianity in the life of the people could 
exist than the general and ever-increasing deference paid 
to such celebrations by the Christian churches. The In-
dependent will bear correction on one point: "feast days 
and celebrations" do have a great deal .to do with relig-
ion; but nothing to do with Christianity. They simply 
put the stamp of paganism upon the religion of which 
they are made a part. 

It was on this very point that the Apostle Paul wrote 
with the deepest concern to the church he had established 
in Galatia. " How turn ye again," said he, " to the weak 
and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire to be in 
bondage? Ye observe days, and months, and times, and 
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years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you 
labor in vain." Gal. 4: 9-11. What would the apostle say 
to-day were he to write to the churches, in view of their 
ostentatious observance of Christmas, Easter, and other 
festivals which God never instituted, while totally disre-
garding the one day which he has solemnly ordained as 
his everlasting memorial—the seventh day of the week? 

AS orders have been received for several thousand 

copies of our issue of November 26, which cannot be sup-

plied—though sixty-five thousand were printed; and as 

this present number will go to many thousands of new 

names, we reprint, with necessary revision in this num- 

ber, the leading article of that number. 

The Source of National Atheism. 

THE one leading characteristic of the French Revolu-
tion was atheiSm. Not the atheism of men as individ-
uals, but the atheism of men in organized, representative, 
governmental, capacity. It Was strictly national athe-
ism : being the action of the national assembly in its of-
ficial character as such. 

ThiS national atheism was not a sudden wild break 
of men, in an effort to present to the world a novel spec-
tacle : it was the direct, logical, result of a system that 
had formerly dominated the country. 

Therehad been fastened upon France, through the 
governmental authority, a religion professedly Christian. 
It was not Christian ; yet it was adopted and ever held 
by the national authority, as Christian. All national 
favors were for this religion; the national authority 
forced it upon all; the national power rigidly excluded 
all other forms of worship. 

When the Reformation of the sixteenth century came, 
and therein Christianity was offered to the people of 
France, it was tabooed, denounced, warred upon, and at 
last, by the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, was ex-
cluded, Then the nation was left under the crushing 
weight of the old false religion;. and it was not very long 
before the people of France found themselves under the 
necessity of relieving themselves of the incubus that was 
upon them. 

This religion had been adopted and maintained for 
the supposed good of the State. It was proposed always 
to theState by "the Church" under the pretense that it 
was essential to the welfare of the State. It waslound 
at last to be the greatest evil that afflicted the State. 
Instead of being for the good of the State, it was found 
to be only a continued and increasing curse. And in 
order for the State to find relief, it was essential to repu-
diate this national religion. 

Now note : this religion, though not Christianity, 
was held by the people of France to be Christianity. The 
nation had been trained for ages in the opinion that it 
only was-Christianity. They knew nothing else as Chris- 

tianity. And to thern, in repudiating it they were repu-
diating Christianity. In repudiating it, they did not pre-
tend to be doing anything else than repudiating Chris-
tianity; for it was all that they knew as Christianity, 
and it must be repudiated. And when men intentionally 
repudiate Christianity, even though it be in something 
that is mistaken for Christianity, they commit themselves 
only to atheism. Thus it was that France attained td 
national atheism. 

This;  too, was nothing else than carrying to their le-
gitimately logical conclusion the proposition and argu-
ments, by which the country had been held under the 
power of that national religion. In arriving at national 
atheism, every step that was taken in the National As-
sembly was logically derived from propositions that had 
been laid down by the Church. Every argument offered,  
was but the legitimate extension of the arguments al-
ready in print on behalf of the national religion. 

For instance, it had always been argued, and was 
then argued, by the Church, that the exclusive establish-
ment and maintenance of that pa-rticular religion as the 
only Christianity, was essential to the welfare of the 
State: and that it was the province of the State, of its 
own motion by an official act, to establish this religion 
for its own good. The Church has long declared in be-
half of the exclusive establishment of that religion, that 
"it cannot be doubted that it belongs to the prince 
to require of full right that which is necessary to the 
State." 

Upon this it was argued in the Revolution that, As 
this religion had been established and maintained for the 
good of the State, and the event had demonstrated that 
it was the greatest evil of the State; as it undoubtedly 
belonged to the State itself to require of full right that 
which is necessary to the State; as it was now undoubt-
edly necessary to the State that it be relieved of this 
great evil; it followed conclusively that the State had 
full right to repudiate the whole religious establishment. 
The full right to establish religion, or to do any other 
thing, for the welfare of the State, remains the full right 
to repudiate that religion, or to undo whatever may 
have been done, when it is found to be working evil in-
stead of good to the State. There was no escape from 
this conclusion. 

Holding what had been.  taught to them by the 
Church, that "The Church is in the State, the State is 
not in the Church," they declared, " We are a National 
Convention : wo have assuredly the right to change reli-
gion "—meaning the religion of the State. "The State 
used its right to suppress a corporation which had no 
longer a place in the new society." 

Bear in mind that this national religion was held by 
all there to be Christianity, and when this was repudi-;  
ated, it was intended to be the repudiation of Christian-
ity; and when that was repudiated there was nothing 
left to them but national atheism. The only religion 
they had then to guide them was the religion of reason; 
the only god the god of reason. 
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Thus, " The boldest measures of the French Revolu-
tion in regard to the Church, were justified beforehand 
from the point of view of the purest monarchical tradi-
tion." It " was only a. rigorous application of the max-
ims of the ancient monarchy. It was simply Gallicanism 
to the utmost." 

"It is well to remind the detractors of the French 
Revolution, that the National Assembly in this radical 
measure only imbibed the principles of the ancient French 
Monarchy." (De Pressense, "The Church and the French 
Revolution.") And these principles of the ancient FrenCh 
Monarchy were derived altogether from the national reli-
gion. "The representatives of the ancient society . . . 
imagined that the very foundations had been removed, 
whereas the maxims of their fathers were being turned 
against them." 

And now, just now, there are national combinations 
of religionists, determined to fasten upon the United 
States their religion as the national religion. As we have 
shown, they have already made much progress. It is 
proposed by them that the State needs this, and must do 
it by national acts for its own good. With what they 
have already gained, they are certain to succeed in their 
designs. And as certainly as this shall come to pass, so 
certainly it will soon be found that instead of being for 
the good of the nation, it is the greatest evil that ever 
befell the nation, and inevitably threatens only the ruin 
of the nation. Then a demand will be made that for the 
good of the nation this religion shall be officially repudi-
ated by the nation as such. 

Bear in mind also that this religion is now proposed 
to the nation for adoption as Christianity. It is not 
Christianity, but it is proposed as essentially and only 
Christianity. It has ]:)een adopted, and it will be further 
favored, as Christianity; and when found necessary to 
be repudiated it will be treated still as Christianity. And 
intentionally to repudiate Christianity, even though this 
be brought about through apostate and false Christian-
ity, is to land in atheism. And for the national author-
ity to do this, is to land in national atheism. This is as 
certain now as it was before. And thus this nation, by 
encouraging this proposed national religion, will throw 
itself, as did France, into the terrible strait between the 
curse of a religious despotism working only certain ruin, 
and the curse of a national atheism which can work 
nothing less. Will the people, will Congress, will the na-
tion, take warning in time? And by keeping themselves 
clear of all semblance of recognition of a national reli-
gion, will they "do all in their power to enable this nation 
to escape the ruin which is but the logical result of the 
establishment of an exclusive national religion ? 

THE French Revolution and the United States Gov-
ernment began in the same year. 

In the year 1789, and because of genuine respect to 
Christianity, the United States rejected all seinblance of  

national religion, holding that no national religion is. 
Christianity. Thus in the Constitution of the United 
States was embodied the very principle announced by 
Jesus Christ for earthly government, when he said, "My 
kingdom is not of this world; " "Render unto Ca3sar the 
things that are Ceesar's, and unto God the.  things that 
are God's ; " " If any man hear my words, and believe 
not, I judge him not." 

In the year 1789, began the French Revolution—the 
ievitable logic of an exclusive national religion—an at-
tempt of the French nation to relieve itself of the unbear-
able curse which had been put upon it in the exclusive es. 
tablishment of a national- religion. This religion was 
held to be Christianity, and because of its abominable 
practices and unbearable oppression, was hated and re-
pudiated, and the nation was plunged into national 
atheism as the only escape. 

Thus in these two nations in the same year God set 
before the world those two all-important lessons as to 
the right way and the wrong way. These lessons have 
been before the nations ever since for their instruction: 
By the example of the United States the other nations 
were led gradually but constantly in the right way. But 
now, against Scripture, against the Constitution and 
every fundamental principle of the United States, against 
blessed experience, and in the very face of the terrible 
warning of the French Revolution, the allied religious 
forces of the United States are determined to accom-
plish here the establishment of an exclusive national re-
ligion. 

Is it possible that the American people will allow 
themselves and-the national power thus to be carried 
captive to error that cannot possibly mean anything 
but ruin 

"To this day the problem entered upon in 1789 is 
still before us."—De Pressense. 
	 ssati 	  

Saul of Tarsus, Not Paul the Apostle. 

BY 0. F. CAMPBELL. 

"AND Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto 
the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus 
to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, 
whether they were men or women, he might bring them 
bound unto Jerusalem." Acts 9 :1-2. 

This is Saul of Tarsus. 
But Paul the Apostle had another spirit. As he him-

self was persecuted and stood before King Agrippa for 
his faith, we hear him give expression, through the •Spirit 
of God, to these words: "I verily thought with myself, 
that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth. Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: 
and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having 
recived authority from the chief priests,; and when they 
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were put to death, I gave my voice against them. And I 
punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled 
them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against 
them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities." Acts 
26 : 9-11. 

What a wonderful confession is here made ! that in 
doing all thiS evil work he was exceedingly mad. And all 
his efforts were seconded by the recognized heads of reli-
gion—the ministry. But after Jesus the Man of Calvary, 
spoke to him and he inquired, " Who art thou, Lord ? " 
he is made acquainted with One he has never knoWn be-
fore, although making high profession of religion. Now 
he is ready to repudiate the whole business and say it 
was "contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth." 

The great lesson we can learn from this record is that 
those who engage in this kind of business, though they 
live in 1897, do not know Jesus, and therefore need to 
form his acquaintance at once that they may cease 
"being exceedingly mad." They need to get rid of that 
spirit, have their names changed, and have the Spirit of 
Jesus—the spirit of love. 0 that every professed follower 
of Jesus Christ would learn this important lesson and 
not count an unhallowed zeal as evidence of true Chris-
tianity. 

Sunday Rally in Jersey City. 

BY A. R. BELL. 

A RALLY under the auspices of the American Sabbath 
Union was held Tuesday evening, December 15, at the 
Summit Avenue Baptist Church, Jersey City, N. J. The 
subject discussed was "The American Sabbath; its rela-
tion to good citizenship and Christian progress ;" ten 
minute addresses being delivered by the several speakers 
representing the Christian Endeavor Society, the Ep-
worth League, the Baptist Young People's Union, and 
the Society of Andrew and Philip. 

The meeting was presided over by Rev. Dr. Brett, 
of the Dutch Reformed Church, and in his opening re-
marks he referred to Isa. 58:13, 14:- "If thou turn 
away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleas-
ure on my holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor him, not 
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor 
speaking thine own words : then shalt thou delight thy-
self in the Lord ; " as being just what the Lord wanted of 
man in regard to the American sabbath. 

The first speaker said he believed in the Sabbath. 
He believed that the ten commandments stood to-clay 
as when God gave them on Sinai, not one having been 
abrogated. 

He believed in the enforcement of sabbath (Sunday) 
laws, yet said he would fight against any law enforcing 
religious principles. The sabbath laws, said he, were 
not enforced to make men religiOus, but for society's 
good. 

The pastor of the church spoke in behalf of the Bap-
tist Young People's Union. 

Among other things, he said, " We are determined to 
stand without swerving for the proper observance of 
the sabbath. We are scriptural in all things, and we are 
scriptural in this." 

The next speaker in his remarks said: " We are here 
to stand for the fourth commandment. . . . Sabbath 
breaking is a mark of a backslidden church. It is time," 
said he, " we were getting back to the law of God." 

The representative of the Christian Endeavor Society 
laid all the blame for sabbath (Sunday) desecration on 
the church, excusing the world "because they did not 
,know the seventh day to keep it holy." Another speaker 
hoped that the time would soon come when all business 
except works of necessity and charity would cease on 
the sabbath, or at least, said he, if stores had to be 
opened, that it would be only for a little while 'sabbath 
morning. 

What a ridiculous position to take! ,Claiming to 
stand for truth against error; claiming the Bible as their 
only guide; claiming the Sabbath as a sign between 
God and. his people; these men confederate together, 
their object being thepreservation of a day which God in 
all the Bible never once calls the sabbath ! 

At the close of the meeting, the writer, who was for-
merly a member of this church under another pastorate, 
had a short interview with the pastor. He was .asked 
the question, "Do not the Baptists claim to be strictly 
biblical in all their doctrine, claiming no other guide than 
the Bible?" Replying in the affirmative,he was asked, 
" Where in allthe Bible can be found warrant for such a 
meeting as has just been held ? " Pleading ignorance of the 
meaning of this question, he was asked, " Where in all the 
Bible can it be found that the first day of the week, 
Sunday, is called the Sabbath? " His answer was "Oh, 
that's a question for every man to settle in his own,  
mind." On being asked the question, " What saith the 
scripture ? " his reply' was, " There are a thousand and 
one other things of vastly more importance thaL the Sab-
bath on my , mind and I have no time to bother with 
such a subject." 

Consistency ! here is a man who thinks the Sunday 
is of such vast importance that he invites the American 
Sabbath Union to hold a rally in bis church for the sup-
port of it, who himself spoke for ten minutes; showing 
his hearty sympathy with the cause, yet says that a 
thousand and one other things of vastly more import-
ancethanthe Sabbath of God occupy his mind. A pecu-
liar state of things:truly. 

The writer also had the pleasure of introducing himself 
to Dr. J. H. Knowles, general secretary of the Union. The 
following dialogue ensued:— 

Writer—Dr. Knowles, what is the principal object of 
your society? 

Dr. Knowles—The proper observance of the Sabbath. 
Writer—The first thing then to know is which day is 

the Sabbath, is it not ? 
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Dr. Knowles—Certainly. 
Writer—One of the speakers tonight quoted Isa.58 : 

13, 14 as the day to be kept holy. Is this the day to 
keep? 

Dr. Knowles—Yes. 
Writer—Does not God say the seventh day is the 

Sabbath? Why then do you quote this scripture and ap-
ply it to the first day? 

Dr. Knowles—Oh, I know you—who you are. You 
follow us up wherever we go. You are well meaning and 
earnest, but you look only on one side of the question. 

Writer—There is only one side to this question. We 
are to keep holy the Sabbath day, and God says the 
seventh day is the Sabbath. 

Dr. Knowles—You only look on one side of the ques-

tion. 
Writer—How many sides are there to this question? 
Dr. Knowles—What church do you belong to? 
Writer—The Seventh-day Adventist. 
Dr. Knowles—I knew it. Everywhere we go you 

follow us, we find your papers and other reading matter. 
Writer—Dr. Knowles, I will ask you a plain question 

and I trust you will give me a plain answer. God in his 
word says the seventh day is the Sabbath; you say the 
first day of the week is the Sabbath, now who is right, 
who speaks the truth, you or God? 

Dr, Knowles—You only look on one side of the ques-

tion. 
This is all that could be gotten from the doctor, so 

leaving a SENTINEL in his hand (the Christian Endeavor 
special) I bade him good-night. 

I would say also that every person who attended the 
meeting, including 'speakers, save one who refused it, re-
ceived a copy of that number of the SENTINEL. 

Well may Rome say :— 

" Thus sidle to the goal with awkward pace, 
Halting on crutches of unequal size, 
One leg by truth supported, one by lies, 
Secure of nothing but to lose the race." 

Iv ► • 	4 -I 

THE position now held by Thanksgiving Day is a per-
fect illustration of how Sunday became a holy day. At 
first it was celebrated by individuals upon their own mo-
tion. Next it received governmental recognition only in 
a general way, becoming gradually more special as time 
went on; then at last finding recognition by govern-
ment as distinctly a Christian thing. When it reached 
this point it became too " holy " a thing to bear without 
serious " desecration" such worldly exercises as common 
labor or games of ball, etc. The next step that may be 
looked for is the demand for a law forbidding the inter-
ruption and desecration of the "holy" associations and 

character of the " sacred " day. 
When it was first recognized by the Government in a 

general way, this was considered a worthy tribute to the 
value of religion in general, to the Government. When it 
was recognized by the Government in a distinctly Chris-
tian sense, this was counted as a more worthy tribute to  

the value of " Christianity and its institutions," to the 
Government. And now if only a law can be secured "to 
protect the day from desecration," this Will be a most 
worthy tribute to the value of "Christianity and its in-
stitutions," to all the people. And whether a person be-
lieves in Christianity and its institutions or not, he must 
be compelled to obey the law and observe the institution 
"for civil and sanitary reasons; " and because "religion 
or rights of conscience does not enter into the matter at 
all, it is simply a matter of law." 

As the Christian Statesman has declared, and what 
is most likely the truth, that "President Cleveland's 
proclamation will be a precedent for generations to 
come ; " " and not only will Thanksgiving proclamations 
continue to be issued, but they will have more generally 
a distinctively Christian character "—we may expect to 
see such a course pursued with reference to its observ-
ance, as we have described. Then Thanksgiving Day 
will be just as sacred and just as holy as Sunday is 
now. For then it will have just the sanctions that Sun-
day has, and will rest upon just such authority as Sun-
day does. 

-4,  -4,  

"Christian Citizenship" In Milwaukee. 

BY GEO. M. BROWN. 

DECEMBER 17th Mr. A. M. Haswell, Secretary of the 
National Christian Citizenship League, delivered an ad-
dress in Milwaukee on the subject of the relation between 
the working men and Sunday laws. 

After stating that he should confine his remarks to 
the civil aspect of Sunday laws and their desecration, he 
expressed the- idea that an implied contract exists be-
tween every citizen and the Government, by which the 
citizen agrees to keep the laws upon the statute books, 
and as the Sunday law is one of these laws, every one is 
in duty bound to keep it. 

He indulged in quite an extended eulogy of the Puri-
tans and their laws and said, " They met in the cabin of 
the Mayflower—God's modern ark of the covenant—and 
there framed the first Sunday law. Similar laws were 
made by the other colonies and have been adopted by 
the States." 

"No one," said he, "favors the repeal of these right-
eous laws but blatant infidels, howling anarchists, and 
blind, greedy, grasping monopolies." He defined personal 
liberty as "the right to do as I please, so long as I tram-
ple on no one's rights, and no righteous law on the stat-
ute book." 

After referring to the agitation of the Personal Lib-
erty League for the repeal of the Sunday law now on the 
statute books of this State, he said: "Any one who 
under the sacred name of personal liberty seeks to have 
the Sunday law repealed is more worthy of the rope or 
the bullet than were Jefferson Davis and Benedict Arnold." 
This statement was applauded by the audience. 

He declared that the only hope the workingman had 



• 14 	 AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

of a day of rest was in having a law, enforcing a rest-day, 
and said : " Shall we repeal the Sunday law at the beck 
and cry of howlers who hate the sabbath and the sab-
bath's God? Never" ! ! In his estimation those who 
work for the repeal of the law are enemies of law and 
order. 

Among the methods which he suggested for combat-
ing the opposers of Sunday laws, and especially those 
who were working for the repeal of the laws now in force, 
he mentioned the circulation of petitions by "the prettiest 
young ladies" who should secure the signatures_ of all the 
voters possible. 

He also advised 'the members of the League to con-
solidate with every society, Protestant or Catholic, that 
is favorable to Sunday laws and that will work for them. 
The audience frequently applauded the speaker, and 
though the number present was not large, there was con-
siderable enthusiasm manifested. A portion of Nehemiah 
13 was read as a Scripture lesson at the beginning of the 
service, and it was manifest that many would like to 
"lay hands on" all who do not observe Sunday, even as 
Nehemiah threatened . to lay hands upon the merchants 
and sellers of fish who desecrated the Sabbath of the 
Lord in his day. 

Where Is the Difference ? 

W. N. Glenn, in Signs of the Times. 

Tummy. is Mohammedan, Spain is "Christian." Ar-
menia has long been trying to throw off the Turkish 
yoke, and establish her independence. For this reason 
Armenians have suffered many atrocities at the hands of 
Turkish soldiers. However, leading Armenians counted 
on this very thing, and calculated that it would bring 
them sympathy and assistance from the " Christian na-
tions." They have had much clamorous sympathy, and 
some assistance in the way of needed provisions and 
clothing for destitute sufferers, but they have not suc-
ceeded in securing what they expected—assistanceto gain 
their political, independence. The " Christian nations " 
have been terribly berated by " Christian " enthusiasts 
because they have not taken up carnal weapons in de-
fense of " Christian " Armenia's political freedom. 

On the other hand, Cuba, fully as much Christian as 
Armenia, has long been struggling for emancipation from 
her ' Christian" tyrant, Spain. Cruel depredations upon,  
innocent non-combatants, as cruel as any perpetrated 
by the Turks, have been reported time and again from 
Cuba. Of course these- have been denied by Spain; but 
svoe to the foreigner, of whatever nation, who should 
undertake to make personal investigation, as has been 
done by many private individuals in Turkey. Woe to the 
relief committee who should undertake to carry relief to 
the destitute sufferers in Cuba. Foreigners, who are 
known to sympathize‘with the Armenians are-  safer in 
Constantinople than they are in Havana if even sus-
pected of: sympathizing with the suffering Cubans. 

The latest advices from Havana state that all the  

Americans in that city are designated as " pigs," by the 
Spaniards, and live in constant anticipation of violence, 
just because they are Americans, and because the Spanish 
people and soldiers know that the Cuban insurgents have 
received some aid from the United States through filibus-
tering parties. The bloodthirsty disposition of many of 
the people, it is authoritatively stated, has to be satiated 
by bull-fights to keep down their indignation because the 
insurgents are not overcome by the Spanish forces. 

And it is safe to assume that all of this class of citi-
zens are loyal to "the Church," and would fight for it to 
the death. Nor is the enjoyment of brutal scenes con-
fined to either the Turks or Spaniards; the prize-fights, 
the football games, the horse-races, etc., are lavishly 
patronized in all the "Christian nations." And in all of 
them the more they indulge in carnal warfare, the greater 
is the lust for bloody scenes. And this fact ought to be 
considered before encouraging military organizations 
among the children and young people in the churches. 
We cannot expect that an education in the exercise of 
carnal weapons will, develop adepts in the use of the 
"sword ,of the Spirit, which is the word of God ; " for 
"what concord hath Christ with Belial?" The use of 
this world's weapons and its modes of warfare have the 
same deteriorating effect upon human nature in all lands, 
whether employed by Moslem or professed Christian_ 
Their employment invariably tends to quench the Spirit 
of Christ. 

to 	.5.- 

THE Illinois Supreme  Court has decided that, "The 
statute providing that no female shall be employed in 
any workshop or factory more than eight hours per day, 
or forty-eight hours per week, is unconstitutional, be-
cause such a statute deprives persons of the privilege of 
contracting, which is both a privilege and a 'property 
right, without due.process of law, and makes an arbi-
trary interference with private contracts, which cannot 
be justified as an exercise of the police power." That is 
justice. 
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X. 	The points of the covenant. 

25 Re/ham, HA-shlb/nah, MA..Q(4W- 

26 And A-hi'jah, Hainan, A'nan, 
27 MAFluch, HA/rim, BA/a-nah. 
28 ¶ e And the rest of the people, 

the priests, the Le/vites
' 
 the porters, 

the singers, the Nethii-nIm§, /and all 
they that had separated themselves 

SPECIMEN OF TYPE. 

They that sealed the covenant. 	NEHEMIAH 

gayest before them, neither turned 
they from their wicked works. 
36 Behold, Cl  we are servants this 

day, and for the land that thou gay-
est unto our fathers to eat the fruit 
thereof and the good thereof, behold, 
.we are servants in it : 

37 .And e it yieldeth much increase 

 

B. C. 445. 

d Deut. 28. 
48. 
Ezra 9.9. 

e,petizt. 28.  
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With this book reading is 'made easy. No more 

stumbling over the hard words. All proper names 
are divided into syllables, and the accent and dia-
critical marks render their accurate pronuncia-
tion a simple matter. With a little study of the 
Key to Pronunciation to be found in every copy of 
this Bible, the reader loses all fear of the long, hard 
names of Scripture, and pronounces them with 
ease. 

WITH 'SENTINEL, ,°Z, $3.50 

As is indicated by the name, this is a teachers' 
Bible. It contains fifteen pages of illustrations and 
diagrams, copious helps of the latest revision, Bible 
index, concordance, dictionary of Scripture proper 
names with their pronunciation and meaning, and 
many other excellent features. 

WHAT THEY SAY OF IT. 

Wabash, Ind., Oct. 14, 1896. 
AMERICAN SENTINEL : My Bible received this 

day, for which accept thanks. I am very well 
pleased. I think I have just what I need in, 
the way of a Bible. It is not, only a teacher's 
Bible, but also the very best for a student. 

Yours truly, 
T. M. MORRIS. 

San Francisco, Cal., Dec. 15, 1896. 
AMERICAN SENTINEL: I' received my Bible, 

and am very much pleased with it. It is a 
first-class Bible; just what it is claimed to be. 

MRs. E. F. NOBLE. - • 

Brattleboro, Vt. Nov. 22, 1896. 
Am very much pleased with it. 

MRS. E. C. MILLARD. 

Graettinger, Iowa, Nov. 30, 1896. 
WE are all more than pleased with the Bible 

in every way. As a book it is thoroughly well 
made and elegant in all its parts. As a Bible 
the self-pronunciation is a new feature, and 
this is only one of its many excellencies. The 
type is a great delight to rne. 

MRS.. S. M. OLESEN. 

• It is only by special arrangement with the publishers of this Bible that we are able to make this 
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cl (( 	We will GIVE one of these Superb Bibles for SEVEN new names at 	For 25 cents extra we will mark on the Bible in'golit letters any 
the regular subscription price, $7.00, 	 name desired. 
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