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ALL just leoqslatlon is not for the purpose of making
men do right, but of compelling them to respect human
rights.

Y

Ir God had intended that men should be compelled
to do right, he would have made it impossible in the first
place for them to do wrong.

D

StaTuTES and decisions of courts that are not enti-
tled to respect do more to produce anarchy than all the
incendiary speeches that were ever uttered.

— . s

IT does not belong tc man to say what is morally

right. Only God can tell that, and he makes it clear to

each individual by his Word and his Spirit.

"

A MAN-MADE sabbath law is a robbery upon both
man and God. At robs man of his freedom of cheice, and
it robs God of the service which might be rendered to him
through man’s free choice in Sabbath-keeping.

ks

Six cannot be separated from the individual sinner.
A “corporation sin” is simply the sins of its individual
members. A corporation, as such, eannot sin. If it
could, it could repent, and be saved, as such; and we
would bave in heaven the spectacle of saved corpora-
tions,—a strange sight, indeed.

It is impossible that Christians should let their light
shine before men by a strict observance of Sunday, be-
cause in this there is no light. The world isgetting to un-
derstand the subject wellenough to know that there is no

good Scrlp‘rural argument in favor ofSunday as the Sab-
bath. Hence they can see in strict Sunday observance
only an exhibition of fanaticism or hypocrisy.

P TR DO

‘WuETHER the Sabbath shall be preserved or lost, is
not the question that is before the American people, or
any people. 'The question iz whether the soul ghall be
lost or not, and this is the question of whether an indiv-
idual—any and every individual—shall believe on Jesus
Christ for salvation. To the soul that thus believes, the
Sabbath cannot be lost; and to the soul that does not
believe, the Sabbath counts for nothing. Let ministers
and religious workers therefore seek to have souls believe
on Jesus Christ, and not to havetheSabbath “preserved’
by legislation.

The Science of Salvation.

Tue angels of God are acquainted with all the natu-
ral sciences, yet they are more interested in the science
of Salvation than in all the other sciences.

This testifies that in the estimation of the angels, the
science of salvation transcends all other sciences, and is
more worthy of their attention than are all the other
sciences together.

The prophets were acquainted with natural science,
yet the only use they ever made of this knowledge was to
employ references to it as a means of making clearer to
men the science of Salvation. This testifies that in their
estimation the science of Salvation transeends all other
geiences.

Solomon was a universal scientist. He knew more of
all the sciences than any other scientist knew of any one
of them. For twenty years he taught the sciences to the
people. Yet, atter all, he sums up all in the words, “Let
us hear the conclusion of the whole matter; the sum of
all that hath been said is, Fear God and keep his com-
mandments; for this is the whole duty of man. For God
will bring every work into judgment, with every secret
thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil.”
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This, being the candid conclusion of the greatest
scientist that ever lived. is worthy of respect as valid
testimony to the fact that the science of Salvation is
more important than all other sciences together.

It must be borne in mind that the science that Solo-
mon knew, was divine science; it was science learned
under the teaching of the Lord himself. It must be borne
in mind too that the prophets and all the other writers
in the Bible, wrote only under the inspiration of God,
they wrote as they were moved by the Holy Ghost; then
the fact that the Lord himself in writing for the instrue-
tion of men that which is most for their good and the
best for them to know, put all the stress upon the subject
of Salvation. Other sciences are glanced at, yet only for
the purpose of making plainer to the understanding the
subject of Salvation. This testifiesthat in the estimation
of the Lord the science of Salvation is more important
than all the other sciences; and all who believe in God
can only acknowledge that it is so.

Why is this s0? How is it that God gave to Solomon
and to Daniel such deep knowledge in the sciences, and
yet has not preserved for men any treatise nor even a
single chapter on any science except the science of Salva-
tion? There is a reason for this, and the reason is that
Salvation is the one thing that men need first of all, and
more than anything else, or than all other things together.

Solomon indeed had understanding of the sciences
more than any other man who ever lived: yet a man
might have all that, he might understand all that, as
Solomon did, and what good would it do him, if he did
not have the science of Salvation first-of all? Solomon
had it all; yet when he turned his heart from God, from
" the science of Salvation, what good to him was his
knowledge of the other sciences? How much power was
in the sciences to hold him back from sin? How much
power was there in his great scientific knowledge to keep
him back from his natural self, and from the deviltry and
corruption that was in him.

Everybody knows that when he turned his heart from
God’s science, from the science of Salvation, though he
had all the others, he was just as bad, he was just as
wicked, he was as thoroughly swallowed up in idolatry
and every profane practice, as though he had not known
the A B C of anything. B

Here we see a master mind; and yet the one who had
such an understanding, such wisdom, in all the sciences,
demonstrated in his life that all such knowledge is abso-
lutely impotent for any good in aman or to a man,
without the science of Salvation being there to control,
and hold in righteousness the balance over all.

Mention was made a moment ago, of the fact that
God did not bring to us any of Solomon’s treatises on
science. Now we call attention to the fact that he did
bring to us a record of Solomon’slife after he turned
away from God. He did bring to us a record of the
enormous failure which that man made in spite of all
this knowledge, when he forgot the science of Salvation.
Why, then, did God consider it more important for you

and me to record all that man’s life after he turned from
God, than to bring to us a record of thescientific instruc-
tion that he gave? ‘The record of the failure, the enor-
mous failure, made by Solomon is of more value to man-
kind than would have been all thescientific teaching that
Solomon ever spoke put in a book for mankind to-day.
Because in that failure it was demonstrated to all the
world how altogether vain and less than nothing, is all
knowledge of all things without the knowledge of the
salvation of God.

Another great example is seen in the Greeks. The
natural mind never can attain to a higher, closer, or
more perfect thinking than the Greek mind did. In that
is portrayed the perfection of human thinking without
God.

But what did it do for them? That is the question.
What did their literature do for them? What did their
philosophy do for them? What did their art do for them?
What did their religion do for them?—It sunk them into
such wickedness as is unfit to mention. ’

Rome learned from Greece and followed her example
and came to the same end. :

It must beborne inmind that the Greeks and Romans
were not low, degraded, ragged, ignorant heathen; they
were aristocratic, cultivated, and most highly educated
heathen. The things which they knew anl taught are
the pinnacle to which teachers of to-day aspire. Julius
Ceesar was one of the most accomplished men that ever
lived—in courtliness, etiquette, sesthetics, and manners-
generally. But, what was his character? The most
guarded description of it, t0 be anywise full or fair, would
be unfit to print.

Therefore, when the fact stands thus demonstrated
in threefold measure before the world, of the absolute
impotence of every effort of the human mind in its per-
fection to attain to any good when the heart is turned
from God, what can the Lord do for the world if these

_three world-lessons will not teach the people? What can

he do for men if they will followin that way, in spite of
these examples of solemn warning? In all this history,
men are taught the impotence of the highest effort of the
mind in all branches of science, art, and literature, to do
men any good, to keep them back from sin, to lead them
toward any good of any kind whatever, when they forget
the science and literature of Salvation, which God has
given to purify the hearts of men.

Religious Office Seeking,

!

It is announced from Washington that the news of a
vacancy in the gradeof chaplain in the army, has brought
in applications from three hundred ministers for the situ-
ation. This matter being under the direction of the war
secretary, that official hasfixed an age limitfor the office
and has decided to require a physicalexamination of can-,
didates, as in other departments of the service.

In the service of God the office seeks the man, and
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not men the office. “The eyes of the Lord run to and
fro throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong
in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.”
2 Chron. 16:9. God wants men; and when he finds a
man that he can use, he has an office to put him in. The
true Christian is never an office-seeker. He simply seeks
to know and do the will of the Lord, and be faithful in
whatever work God majy call him to. There could be no
stronger proof needed that the office of army chaplain is
not of God’s establishing than the fact that it is besieged
by applicants and is under the control of the civil gov-
ernment.

——————— e A

‘* Christian Citizenship” Committee Work.

SoME idea of the systematic work being done by the
“Christian Citizenship” movement for the furtherance of
its cause, may be obtained from the following sketch of
some of the committees now engaged in active work in
the State of Illinois:—

“1. Committeeon Legislative Departments.—This in-
cludes committee on the board of aldermen, county com-
missioners, the legislature of Illinois, and the Congress of
the United States.

“2. Committee on Executive Department.—This in-
cludes the town officers, assessor, collector, ete., the mayor,
with the departments under kim, the sheriff, coroner, etc. ;
the governor, secretary of state, etc.; the president, the
army, navy, and other great departments of the General
Government.

“3. The Judicial Department.—This includes justices
of the peace, county, State, and United States judges,
and judges of the Supreme Court of the United States.

“Jt is expected that these three committees will learn
thoroughly what these different departments are. They

will learn who are our representatives in these different .

departments. They will reportirom time totime on their
actions.”
“5. Committee on Sunday Rest. Itis expected that
. this committee will report as to whether there isany work
done on Sunday, except works of necessity or mercy,
If the members of the committee find that there is such
work done, they will recommend a plan to the full' com-
mittee for causing such unnecessary Sunday work to
cease.

“@. Committee on Obedience to All Laws, by Mem-
bers of the Full Committee and Their Friends.—This
committee is to carefully digest the local laws and the
laws of the State, and see whether there are anylaws that
have been unnoticed and are thereby being violated, and
make a full report of the situation.”

“8, Committee on Notification.—This committee will
consist of the secretary and his assistants, and the duties
will consist in notifying every member; associate member,
or honorary member, of the various caucuses, primaries,
and elections to be held. It will also notify the mem-
bers of the regular and special meetings of the genera}
colpmittee.

“9, - Committee on Candidates—The duty of this
committee,will{consist in making sketches of all candi-
dates that are to be voted for at the variouselections. It
is expectedjthat the records of thecandidates will be care-

fully examined ahd truthfully reported to all the members
of the general committee.

“10. Committee on Patriotic Celebrations.—It will
be the duty of this committee to cultivate a higher ap-
preciation of the value and sacred obligations of Ameri-
can citizenship. They will urge the best methods of cele-
brating Washington’s birthday (and Lincoln’s birthday,
it it seems best), Decoration day, and Fourth of July.
They will stimulate not only the holding of meetings, but
the decoration of the houses with American flags, etc. It
is expected they will work especially among the young
people, including the children of the public schools.”

This sketch is taken from the August Christian En.
deavorer. It is probable that in other States the work
is similarly organized, and certain that it will be soon, if
not so already. It will be seen that every candidate for
office under this Government is to be brought to the test

_of “Christian citizenship,” and if he does not pass the

test, the whole force of the organization will be brought
to bear, so far as it can be, to defeat him.

Of course such an orgarization will not indorse any
candidate who is not in ite view a Christian; and thus
it will seek to impose a religious test for public office, con-
trary to the national Constitution.

How much real Christianity there is in this movement
may bedetermined by a comparison of the work outlined
above with the work of Jesus of Nazareth when he walked
and taught in Judea, and with the gospel commission
given by him to his disciples, just prior to his ascension.

-
PO —4—4—

True Christian Endeavor.
BY H. F. PHELPS.

1 THEREFORE, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are
called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffer-
ing, forbearing one amother in love; endeavoring to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Eph.
4:1-3.

This is trueChristian endeavor; and this is individual
work., ‘“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith,”
is another exhortation to true Christian endeavor.

Some people are calling for a church party, that they
may secure the election of church members to office, and
clothe them with civil authority to examine others who
may not be in harmony with their faith.. . They are call-
ing for a church party, that they may bring all dissent.
ers into the unity of their belief by the power of the
State. This is not true Christian endeavor, as history
will testify. -

There was a church party in the time of Constantine,
with which he exchanged his influence in religion for the
influence of the church party in political matters. Thus
an unholy alliance was formed, and the church party
led the empire to ruin. This wasnot true Christian en-
deavor. )

Inasmuch as the formation of a church party in this



548

AMERICAN SENTINEL.

century is for a political purpose, for the sake of control-
ing the civil power in the interests of the church; and in-
asmuch as the logical result of the existence of such a

party will be another such an unholy alliance as was .

formed in the fourth century; it follows that the logical
result of such an alliance will be the ruin.of this na-
tion; and as the influence of this nation is world-wide,
the ruin will be world-wide.

True Christian endeavor will not bring ruin, but sal-
vation; for seli-examination and keeping the unity of
the Spirit, will bring the peace of Jesus Christ, which is
salvation. True Christian endeavor is to follow Christ,
and no one will deny but that Christ was the greatest
leader in religious thought that the world has ever seen.
He could have formed a church party, but he did not.
He could have become a political leader, but he did not.

And at one time when some of the people were determined _

to make him such, by making him king, he departed
from them and hid himself. Christ made no mistake in
thought or act. And the very fact that he did not form
a church party nor become a political leader, nor even a
religio-political leader, is evidence most positive that the

followers of Christ should not attempt such a thing; and
that such a course is not true Christian endeavor.

The example that Christ set is for believers to follow.

Christ “‘emptied himself,” and became a little child, that
he might save others. And the fact that he did this is
positive proof that salvation is not in a church party or
any of its methods. Christ was emptied of himself who
was all righteousness, and he who knew no sin became
. sin for us; and this is positive proof that we, who are all
sin, must be emptied of seli, or made righteousness in
him, that we too may be instruments of salvation to
others. And as Christ'in the emptying of himself became
a little child, so we too must become as little children;
for it is said of us: “Except ye be converted, and become
as little children, ye shall in no case enter into the king-
dom of heaven.”

As Christ was emptied of himself that he might save
others,~not by the control of primaries and caucuses;
not by or through a church party or a political alliance’
not by the power of the civilarm, but by the power of
his own love and goodness; by the power of the Spirit
of God,”—even so the Christian must be emptied of self
and become as a little child, that others may be saved,—
not by a church party, or by political methods; not
by the power and authority of Cesesar; but by the
power of divine love, manifested in and through the. be-
liever. : ’

This is true Christian endeavor. - And the spirit of
trueChristian endeavor will lead the believer, as it led the
Apostle Paul, not to be critical of others, but “giving no
offense in anything,” “in all things’ to approve himself,
even “unto much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in
distress, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumaults, in la-
bors, in watchings, in fastings, by pureness, by knowl-
edge, by long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost,
by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power

of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand
and on the left, by honor and dishonor, by evil report
and good report; asdeceivers and yettrue; as unknown,
and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as
chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful, yet always re-
joicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having noth-
Ing, and yet possessing all things.” 2 Cor. 7:3-10.

Let our good Christian endeavor people make a note

-of all this and follow, not their political leaders, but

the Word of God. In so doing the blessing of heaven will
follow them.

Ot
—

Religious Liberty in the South Sea Islands.
BY E. HILLIARD.

In the South Pacific Ocean, near 21° 8. latitude, lies
a little kingdom known as the Tongan or Friendly Island
kingdom. Its present population is 20,000. Theinhab-
itants are of a dusky skin, and their habits and manner
of living are similar to the people of the other South Sea
Islands. :

About seventy years ago, missionaries were sent
among these Tongan Islanders to convert them to Chris-
tianity. As the result of a few years’ labor, the entire
population, nearly, accepted Christianity, and a marked
change in religious customs was manifest. Idol worskip
and heathen superstition was exchanged for the worship
of God and the principles of his Word. Everything has
been gradually revolutionized until slight traces oniy of
former times can be seen. :

The methods of governing the people also have been
changed. Asfar. as the writer has been able to learn,
Church and State were kept separate until the year 1887.

" Aboat this time, some difficulty was experienced with a

certain clergyman in the Wesleyan church. He withdrew
from that religious body, and became a bitter enemy to
it. Soon after, he became an active politician in the af- .
fairs of the kingdom. He was appointed a prominent
position by the aged king, and soon after he became in-
stalled in" his office, he inaugurated a plan for a new
church organization. Other government officials codp-
erated with him in executing this plan, and by so doing
flagrantly violated the governmental constitution which
they had adopted.

In the granting of religious liberty, this constitution
says, in its Declafation of Rights, Article 5: ““All men
are free to practice their religion and to worship God
as they may deem fit in accordance with the dictates of
their own consciente, and to assemble in such places as
they may appoint.” It was adopted in 1875, in the
reign of George Tubou, amended by the legislative as-
sembly in 1880, and ratitied by the samée body in 1882,
The leading ones in the adoption of this constituigon
were the leaders in the open violation of the principles of
religious freedom which it guaranteed to the people.
Many things arelabeled religious freedom, which strongly
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savor of religious bigotry, intolerance and even open
persecution.

This was the case with this new church organization. Of
course the church must have a naunie; and so the name of
“ Free” Church was given to it. 1t was a free church as
long as men and women joined it of their own free will;
but its members were not entirely made up of such ones.
Some were compelled to join. Nearly all of the members
of the old organization (Wesleyan) were natives, whose
forefathers had been converted from heathenism to
Christianity. When persuasion failed to woo them to
the so-called Free church, then force was used and the
power of the government brought to bear upon them, as
the following sworn statements will show:—

°

THE SWORN STATEMENT OF A4 NATIVE.

“], ~—————, make oath, and say as follows: On
Monday afvernocn, February 7, 1887, 1 heard .the in-
spector of police tell the governor of Nina Foou that the
Nina Foou fakaogos—i. e., Wesleyans—were to be sent
by the government to him to do as he liked with, but he
was not allowed to go off bis premises. Early Tuesday
morning Isaw some men tied under the trees at the gov-
érnor’s place. This was at six o’clock. At about 8
o’clock, I saw the people, five men and one woman,
brought by the police from the shade, and the men tied
to stakes driven in the ground in front of the governor’s
house, exposed to thesun. Isaw two men flogged, and
I believe there were more. I saw two men, a native min-
ister and a man with a red shirt on, repinioned. The
men had their wrists tied behind them, and their elbows
Jashed together as close as they could be brought by a
man applying a knee to the back, and so getting a ‘ pur-
chase.” 1do not know when the people were first tied
under the trees. Later on I saw a nativeminister earried
away, as he had faintel, and they placed him under an
orange tree. This was about an hour and a half after he
had been put in the sun.”

This oath was taken in the office of the British Vice
Consul. Another swore to the following:—

“I, ——, do hereby swear that on themorning
of the twelith inst., I witnessed several natives being
thrashed and brutally treated in front of ——— (a high
chief’s) house, he himself watching the whole proceedings.
Upon making inquiry, I found they were Fakaogos
(Wesleyans) who had refused to join the Free church.
They camefrom a village about twelve miles from Nu-
kualofa. They were thrashed until they could scarcely
speak; some fainting and others with blood streaming
down their faces, were at last compelled to give in and
become converts to the Free church.”

THE 'AFFIDAVIT OF A EUROPEAN.
.
¢, —~————, was at ——— cn January 22,1887,

-when a whele lot of painted men, naked to the waist,

came up to turn the Wesleyans to the Free church. I
recognized some of them. A man was asked to turn
over, and he would not. He was then violently pounded
with guns, and they threatened to club him. He did not
turn over and they shot his pigs.”’

All of this cruel work was carried on in utter disre-
gard of the constitution of the kingdom, which guaran-

~ tees religious freedom to the people. When the spirit of

revenge roots deeply inthe soil of the human hears, govern-
ment constitutionsand laws are incompetent to restrain.
It may have its beginning in the heart of the individual,
but it is not always confined to that individual. Some-
times it breaks away, overflows its confines, and becomes
& torrent that sweeps millions into the abyss of eternal
ruin. Ofter personal hatred is meted out upon helpless,
innocent subjects under the cloak of piety. Theonesthat
carried on the fiendish work in the above-mentioned
place will not admit for a moment that it was religious
persecution; and yet church matters were the primary
cause all the way through.

One of the singular features of this persecution is,
that there was not a particle of difference in the creed of
the old organization and that adopted by thenew. It
was simply a resolute determination on the part of one
man, who was afterwards joined by others, to break up
the old church, that 4 new order of things might exist
under new leaders. How contrary such a spirit is to
that of the meek and lowly Nazarene, who said, “‘Resist
not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right
cheek, turn to him the other also.” Not cne of Christ’s
true followers ever raised a hand to compel any one to
observe any religious institution, join any church, or
accept any religions dogma. Menwho are acquainted at
all with the Saviour of mankind, know that he will not
accept a coerced subject, and they never will go beyond
persuasion, which, backed by the Spirit of God, is the
only method of saving souls for whom Jesus died.

Tonga, Friendly Islands, South Pacific Ocean.

>
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An Uncertain Sound:

BY DAVID M. TRAILL.

Qur esteemed contemporary, The Ram’s Horn, in its
issue of August 7, gives an interesting account of an in-
terview between a correspondent and ‘‘the only temper-
ance cabinet officer,” Secretary of the Navy John D.
Long. After some excellent points on the good to be
gained by abstinence from intoxicants, the writer pro-
ceeds as follows:—

“Then I turned to a purely religious subject and
asked: ‘Is prayer for divine guidance oifered in the bi-
weekly cabinet meetings, and do you as a Christian often
feel God’s presence there?’ i

“¢Why, no, of coursenot,” he answered, ‘The meet-
ing is just like any other business conference.’

“ ¢ But do you not need wisdom from every available
source at such times?’

“ ¢ We certainly do need wisdom,” he replied lightly.

“‘And is not God the source of all true wisdon?’ I
insisted.

“‘Yes; of course,’ said he.

“‘And do you not desire the prayers of the Christians
upon the Cabinet deliberations?’

¢ ‘They can pray if they wish to,” he answered seri
ously, but with a view-point exactly opposite to the on
I presented.
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“Far be it from me to criticise the Christianity of
this honored body or any member thereof. But it does
seem that there is something lacking in such a picture of
the heads of an avowedly Christian nation directing the
affairs of its people with no opén acknowledgment of or
request from the professed Ruler and Governor of that
nation! Is not theideal of every earnest Christian and
may we not hope in the next century to have a Theoc-
racy, where the chosen chiefs of the people will actually
cousider God as their Ruler and Head, and will accord-
ingly openly invoke his presence in their midst and earn.
estly plead for his help in their undertakings?” -

It is indeed extraordinary what false conceptions
some hounest and evidently intelllgent persons will form
of the duties of the cabinet and other governmental offi-
cers. The cabinet officers, on entering office, are sworn
to fulfill the duties of their respective positions in accord-
ance with law. Now the Treaty with Tripoli, made in
1796, and which according to Article VI of the Constitu
tion is the supreme law of the land, declares that this
nation is in no sense founded on the Christian religion.
Why then should these officers turn the business confer-
ences of the nation into prayer-meetings and so violate
the spirit of the supreme law of the land? True that the
Supreme Court bas declared this to be a “Christian na-
tion,” but the decisions of no court are infallible and
those of the Supreme Court have frequently already been
reversed both by itself and by the people, and it is possi-
ble to do so again.

Furthermore, if some of the cabinet officers should
decide to hold a prayer-meeting, according to what form
of worship ought they to pray? Should our Catholic
Attorney-General or the Catholic Secretary of State de-
cide to get a priest to perform mass with all the accom-
panying Credos, Ave Marias, genuflexions and signs of
the cross, what would the Ram’s Horp think of it? And
vice versd, would not our Catholic fellow citizens have a
right to object to the Protestantform of worship in the
same case? We would like to suggest to the Ram’s Horn
that it might be more in accordance with God’s plan i
public servants, in seeking wisdom from above, would
follow the example of Daniel and Solomon as regards the
time and place of their supplications. 'See Dan. 2:17-23;
6:10; 1:20; 1 Kings 3:5-12.

The writer is also much mistaken in supposing that
an American Theocracy is the “ideal of every earnest
Christian.”  Doubtless many hounest but misguided per-
sons are grasping at this ignis fatuus, but Bible-studying
Christians know that a Theocracy will never be .inaugu-
rated till “He comes whose right itis.” Ezek. 21:25-27.
Our Saviour disclaimed thepresentkingship of this world.
John 18:36. It was offered to him (Luke 4:5, 6) by the
prince of this world (John 14:30; 12:31; JoBb 9:24; 2
Cor. 4:4), but refused under present conditions. On an-
other occasion some good-intentioned but mistaken indi-
viduals tried to elevate him to thethrone by force, but he
very effectually prevented it. John 6:15.

It the writer of the above quoted article would seek
theknowledge of God’s plans ofgovernment for this world

and compare them with his own plans, he would readily
see that the ‘“something lacking” is in his own view and
not in that of Secretary Long. The Ram’s Horn would
not then give such an ‘“uncertain sound’” and would do
more effective work in preparing the readers for thegreat
battle between truth and error, between a false theocracy
and God’s system of government.

What of the Night?

Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of
the night? The morning cometh, and also the night I—
Isaiah.

Some Signs of the Times.-

From ‘‘4re We Nearing Anorchy ; by Chas. W. Super, President of
Ohio University.

It is sad to think that though Christianity has for
eighteen centuries been proclaiming peace and good-will
to men, no professedly Christian nation is yet ready to
beat its swords into plowshares and its spears into prun-
ing hooks. ’

Turning now to our own country, what are some of

the signs of the times? What evidence, for exam-
ple, do they furnish regarding security to life and prop-
erty and the impartial administration of justice? One
thing is plainly evident—thereis a growing disregard of
human life. Fifteen years ago less than a thousand
homicides and murders were committed in the United
States. Within this time the record has been getting
steadily darker. In 1888 the number was 2,884; in
1890, it was 4,290, and in 1893 it passed the 10,000
mark. .
That these figures are not an exaggeration will be
clear to any one who takes note of the contents of the
daily newspaper. There is nonation in Europe whose
government collects statistics that’ has onefourth as
many homicides in proportion to the population. We
have even passed Italy in this respect.

This growth of savagery is attributed, and no doubt s
justly, to the inereasing laxity in the administration of
our criminal laws. On the one hand, the law-abiding [?]
portion of the people have lost confidence in the courts,
and rather than take the risk of allowing vicious crim-
inals to escape, they dispose of them when caught, red-
handed. On the other hand, the criminally inclined ex-
ercise less restraint upon themselves, and run the risk of
acquittal after they have beenarraigned. Itisnot prob-
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able that a man who has murder in his heart usnally de-
liberates carefully before the commission of a crime, but
the nneertainty of conviction is “in the air’’—is a theme
of common conversation and has a baleful influence
upon the minds of those who prey upon the public peace.

Either the standard by which the public judges its
law makers is more rigorous now than formerly, or
the guality of the article is very inferior. It is, however,
certain that an extraordinarily large number of persons
are eager to serve the government, whether Federal,
State, or municipal, in almost any capacity.
ever was a time when the officesought the man that time

‘is not now. With every succeeding change of adminis-
tration, the number of these increases. With the elective
offices the case is hardly, if at all, different. For every
seat in Congress, in the State legislatures, in municipal
eouncils and even in school boards, there are usually
from five to ten times as many candidates as can be
eleeted.

What can we say of the sense of commerecial integrity
now prevalent among us? There is a widespread convie-
tion that for anumber of years there has been anincreas-
ing laxity in this respect. Men past middle life who have
been engaged in mercantile pursuits for thirty or forty
years, say that more persons now, than ever before, buy
goods which they have no intention of paying for; or if
they expect to pay when purchasing, they soon”find it
easier to repudiate their obligations than to meet them.
To pay debts is hard work when it demands careful econ-
omy and self-denial; it is doubly hard when the repudi-
ator loses nothing of his former standing in the commu-
nity. '

In many States laws seem to have been purposely
framed to shield the debtor who does not want to pay.
The assumption is thatmen get into debt unwittingly,
or through the wiles of those who have something to
sell, and not by a voluntary act. The enormous number
of failures that have occurred during recent years, are for
the most part caused by “inability to make collections.”
Let any one take the trouble in any small municipality
where everybody is known to everybody else, to ascertain
the number of persons whose commercial honor is be-
yond question, and he will probably be surprised at its
smallness.

Coincident with the desire of so many persons toserve
the public at the public expense, is the willingness of leg-
islative bodies, no matter what their name, to appropri-
ate money for the establishment and maintenance of all
manner of public and private enterprises. Ours might
be called an era of confiscation. There is much talk by
public servants on the importance of economy, but no-
body is willing to economize. Thousands of cities and
towns have not only taxed themselves heavily for street
paving, water works and obther public improvements, but

If there *

also to assist private enterprises that could not exist
without such aid.

In most cases where large or relatively large sums of
money are voted away by legislative bodies, eharges of
venality are freely made, and when they are sustained or
can be made probable, the culprit or the’ susf)écts are
voted out of office.  But usually their snccessors are no
better—proof enough that our standard of public moral-
ity islow. Weseem to take it for granted that sueh of-
fenses must come, even if we are willing to bring woe to
him by whom they come.  Furthermore, it is loudly as-
serted that in this country the churche:, the great bul-
warks of couservatism, have lost their hold upon the
masses, especially in the large cities. The aileged reason
is that the membership of the churches has, in a great
measure, forfeited its character for uprightness, for fair
dealing and for sympathy with the toiling millions.

Many of the struggles inaugurated by labor against
capital are more or less tinctured with hostility to the
Church. We are told that many of the clergy are more
eager to hypnotize capitalists in order to get theirmoney
for some pet project, than to lead them to right living;
that if a man is a liberal giver toecclesiastical enterprises
no questions will be asked as to his moral character,
that this eagerness to get money for the church extends
beyond its membership, and that the clergy are chary of
denouncing bad men, no maiter what their business, if
they will only “shell out;” that the distinetion between
church membership and non-church membership is vir-
tually obliterated; together with much more of the same
sort. No careful observer will admit these charges in all
their breadth, but who will dare say thatthey are largely
false.

The decay of the old-fashioned orthodoxy has gone
no farther among a certain class than it was a hundred
years ago, bub it has become more general. Has the
spirit of brotherly love taken its place? The weak, the
down-trodden, the oppressed and the neglected, are in
many places yielding to despair. Having no hope or
sympathy in this life and no expectation beyond, what is
left for them but a practical application of the motto,
“TLetus eat and drink, for to-morrow we die.”” If the
rich and the well-to-do make this their philosoppy of life
and are actuated by no higher motives for themselves or
their children, can we consistently expect anything from
the rest?

Mgr. J. Avex. CsiLes, attorney-at-law, Lexington,
Ky., in remitting for several subscriptions he secured for
the SENTINEL, says: “I am a constant reader of your in-
valuable paper. Every week it comesfraught with good,
instractive and profitable information on topics of vital
importance, and so much interested am I in the dissemi-
nation of these principles that after having read the
paper, I take pains to place it in the hands of others.
You are doing a great and good work. May you be
blessed in it.” s
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In Baltimore during the past two or three months,
there has been quite a controversy going on between a
Catholic priest by the name of (’Keefe on the one side
and several clergymen of the Methodist Episcopal per-
suasion, the Methodist Protestant school, ete., on the
other. The debate has been marked by the acrimony
that too often characterizes ecclesiastical disputes, and
the “‘calling of names” has been painfully frequeut and
severe.” The subject-matter of the discussion is that old
topie, “Sunday” and ‘“The Sabbath.”

*
* *

WHEN some man greater than Buckle or auy of his
imitators shall arise, to exhaustively study and impar-
tially delineate “The Genesis of Ideas,” we shall have the
most interestiug and important book that the race can
use. And the most eurious and instructive chapter in
that work will be the one that deals with the origin of
the Sunday notion, and its strength and persistence
among the Protestant dencminations, who, in everything
«<lse, are hysterically kostile to the authority and the
practices of the Roman church.

*
k-3 *

For everybody knows that the statements made a
few days ago by one of the Protestant diviues who has
plunged into the midst of the fray in questiou, to the ef-
fect that for the ““observarece of Sunday,” we have ‘‘the
practice of Christ and his apostles,” and “‘a divine com-
mand,” are absolutely erroneous. The Cathalic father,
of course, has the decided advantage here, and he is quick
enough to seize it. In very vigorous and perfectly sound
paragraphs he exposes this fallacy and brands the devo-
tion of Protestants to Sunday as the badge of a servitude
which they repudiate to the dominance of his church.

%
* *

Tag reverend {ather is perfectly correct in this state-
ment. It is really not a question of religion at all,—this
substitution of Sunday for Saturday as a day of “reli-
giousrest.” It isa question of history, pure and simple.
This history is studied by Protestant divines in embryo,
when they are preparing for their life work, just as it is
studied by those who are qualifying themselves for the
Roman Catholic priesthood. About many matters in
human history there are disputes; facts themselves are
sometimes contended for and agaiust with much display
-of learning; how admitted situations came about and
who was really responsible for certain things isfrequently

debated with zeal aud bitterness. But there is no doubt
and uo room for doubt, conceruing this Sunday question.
Catholie, Protestant and agnostic have only to be sin-
cere, and they will speak with one voice on the subject.
* * *®

Tae Founder of Christianity was a Jew, and he
observed the “Jewish Sabbath.” The first apostles were
Jews, and they did the same thiug. Their converts were,
in the beginuing, all of their own race, and it was never
suggested to them that it was obligatory or expedient
.that a change should be made from this ancient, estab-
lished and commanded way. Wehave a very clear ac-
couut of the expansion of the Christian cult, so as to in-
clude Gentiles as well as Jews within its fold. We know
that the extent to which the newcomers were bound to
conform to the requirements of the Mosaic law gave rise
to some discussion. And we are able to trace, though
perhaps a little obscurely, the gradual increase in the
proportion of Geutile to Jewish Christians, and side by
side with this inqrea,se, the gradual rejection of the “Jew-
ish Sabbath,” and the adoptiou of Sunday in its stead.

*

Now the various stages of this process do not bother
the good Roman Catholic in the least. He opens his
“Labbaeus’’—that monument of Jesuit industry which
contains in mauy ponderous volumes the ‘‘decrees” of
many ecclesiastical councils, some of them long since de-
nouneed as mythical by certain inquirers. And, turning
to the words “dies dominiens” he gets a long list of
references to search out, to discover just how and when
there accumulated around Sunday that *‘sanctity” and
“holiness” which in the days of the Master and those
who surrounded him pertaiued to the seventh day alone.
It was all the work of “the church”’—*“the Holy Catholie

church.”
' * * £

Acain and again does the “Holy Mother”™ warn her
children not to ‘“Judaize” (sic) by showing external re-
spect to the Sabbath. Penalty after penalty is laid upon
those who shal. fall into this heretical custom. It isevi-
dent enough from these “decrees” that a strong antipa-
thy existed at a very early date between the ‘“‘orthodox™
Hebrews and the Christians. Probably the work of con-
version never made very grea.t progress among the He-
brews at any time. The Gentile Christians were partieu-
larly anxious to bedistinguished in the eyes of other peo-
ple from the Hebrew race at large, because there was a
great aversion to these last among the population of
the Roman empire, easy enough tounderstaud from their
haughty exclusiveuess, and not necessarily implying any
reflection on their maunner of life. Hence ‘‘the church’
frequently enjoins a total disregard of the Hebrew Sab-
bath.

*

* *
1

Bur Protestautism knows no “Labbaeus.” Its os-
tensible essenee, its one and only excuse for existence, i8
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the utter repudiation of “councils,” general and special,
and of all their works. The Word of our Lord and
Saviour is its code of laws, its only authority for
points of religious faith and of religious practice. Not
what has “the church” desired, but what did He do and
say, is the sole question with which Protestantism has
any concern. And upon *‘this rock’ does Protestantism
- split to pieces when ‘‘the Sunday question’ is in issue.
Within the compass of divine revelation, as Protestant-
ism receives it, there is no warrant, either in language or
action, for the injunction not to ‘“Judaize” by observing
the Sabbath. Gentlemenwho undertake to deal with this
matter from the standpoint of the Protestant pulpit sim-
ply invite disaster and reproach.

* * L3

“Max,” says Macaulay, ‘‘is so inconsistent a creature
that it is impossible to reason from his belief to his con-
duct, or from any one portion of his belief to another.”’
This general axiom is so commonly illustrated in the
daily life around us that its manifestation cccasions no
surprise to any observantmind. But I think it is a little
remarkable to find men clinging with peculiar and con-
spicuous tenacity to the one article of their professed be-
lief which gives the lie to all the rest—the insistance on
which is utterly inconsistent with all their other profes-
sions, and which cuts the very foundation from under the
entire fabric of their avowed faith. And this is the psy-
chological phenomenon presented by thousands of Prot-
estants in their position on the Sunday question.

*

For, 1 verily believe that there is no point of their
entire theological system which these men would not
sooner give up than this dogma of Roman Catholicism,
that Sunday shall be substituted for the Sabbath. This
badge of their servitude to Rome they flaunt in the face
of the world, as if, in good seoth, they were proud of the
collar that they wear. Calling upon all good men and
true to unite againstthis enemy of Americaninstitutions,
seeking to exclude the members of Rome’s communion
from all public positions of honor and trust; crying out
in the next breath that the work of Romanism in the ef-
facement of the Sabbath day shall be perpetuated as an
“institution,” and submisgion thereto be made compul-
sory on all by means of penal enactment; and declaring
that beside this great issue, all that Luther and Melanc-
thon and Calvin and Wycliffe stood for is dwarfed into
insignificance! Surely, there is something anomalous
here.

* *

IT must be borne in mind that the point is not the
manner or way in which Sunday is to be observed. It is
perfectly true that in this regard there is a great differ-
ence between Catholic practice and Protestant practice.

The chief observance exacted by the Roman church is at-
tendance at “mass,” at least once during the day. For
the balance of the time, the faithful, it seems, are left
pretty much to their own devices. On the other hand,
most “evangelists’’ deem it righteous to abstainthrough-
out the whole twenty-four hours alike from Iabor and
from diversion. But this distinction is immmaterial. «To
observe, or mark out, or distinguish, the day from other
days in any fashion whatsoever on religious grounds is
to accept the Roman Catholic church as a religious ruler
and guide—to acknowledge her supreme authority, to
confess her right to comiand us that we shall leave un-
done the thing that the Master did, and do, instead, in
the name of His religion, that which he never did. Thus
millions of Protestants weekly pass under the yoke, and,
mirabile dictu, they are proud of it!

* * *

VERY suggestive is the announcement lately made in
our European dispatches that Pope Leo is studying ‘‘the
arbitration question” with deep interest. The desire to
pose as the arbiter of international affairs is no new
thing at Rome. The popes have ever been keenly ulive
to the exaltation of such a position, and the hold it
would give them on the minds, if not the affections, of
mankind. . There was a time when this position was
claimed as a mattér of right by the successors of St.
Peter.  Gerohus, a writer in the twelfth century, pub-
lished & work containing a scheme for universal and per-
petual purification, ‘““as feasible certainly,” says Mr.
Hillam, “as some that have been planned in later times.”’
According to this scheme, all disputes between govern-
ments were to be referred-to the pope; any sovereign re-
fusing to abide by the decision of a controversy was to
be excommunicated and deposed, and every other mion-
arch was to attack the recusant at once, under penalty
of the same treatment. Later on, Innocent III. claimed
that his spiritual authority included a right to decide all
issues that might arise between one nation and another’
or between rival claimants to a throne.

-THERE is comfort for the true friend of humanity in
the present condition of European affairs. No matter
whether ‘‘the Powers” are afraid of each other, whether
each has about as much to manage as it is equal to,
whether anarchism makes them shy of war, whether they
dread the cost, or mistrust the practical value of the big
ships theyhave built of late at such tremendous expense—
whatever the motive, the peace of Europe is to be pre-
served by common consent. “So mcteit be.”” Andthere
is good reason to believe that this healthy state of mind
will endure for some time t0 come, and differences, as
they arise, will be settled by arbitration, instead of by
an appeal to arms. But it is not likely that the Pope o
Rome will ever be selected to arbitrate an international
disagreement.
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. For only nations or the rulers of nations can be al-
lowed to sit in judgment on the affairs of nations. It is
simply unthinkable that such mattersshould be intrusted
to the discretion of a private citizen. And, hard as it is
for popes and some other people to realize the fact, the
“holy father” is now, has been for many a day, and is
likely to remain, a private citizen, and nothing else, so
far as this world and this world’s business are concerned.
It may be true—and, if true, it must be a great comfort
to the venerable Leo—that the hold of the papacy on the
minds andhearts of its children has been ratherstrength-
ened than relaxed by the takify away of the temporal
power. Perhaps its influence over personal thought—in
the domain of mind—is greater than it was under the
conditions of the past., DBut Rome is not at present a
member of the family of nations to arbitrate or terrify.

THERE is another conclusive reason why the Powers
should never select a pope to decide between them. Just
as the Bible cannot be used in the public schools except
as a sacred book, so the pope can do no public act except
as pope. To recognize him as such, bycharging him with
the performance of a public duty, would be to pave the
way for a return to mediseval conditions. Custom would,
as it so often does, gradually ripen into right. Men’s
minds would be accustomed to the -idea that there was
something about the pope which peculiarly qualified him
to guide their destinies, and thus the path be opened for
usurpation. Let us hope, then, that papal interest in
arbitration may remain purely speculative for some time
at least.

-

NP
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Christian Endéavor Convention at Sioux Falls,

S. D. .

NEVER has our city been so excited and so filled with
enthusiasm as during the Christian EndeavorConvention
held here August 19-23.

The sides of the streets, the show windows of all the

business houses, and some of the residences, were deco-
rated with the colors of the society—white and yellow.
On every hand were seen their banners, consisting of a
square flag divided in a straightline between the upper left-
hand and lower right-hand corners. The lower part is
yellow, the upper part white. In the upper right-hand
corner is the monogram C. E., and along the dividing
line were the words, Sioux Falls, and in the lower left-
hand corner was the number '97.

The first meeting of the convention was held in the
large Germania Hall. It was the occasion of extending
the welcome of the city to the Endeavorers. President
Langdale introduced the speakers. The first was Mayor

Stites, who said he welcomed them because “We believe
that your society will be and is a powerful aid in the
advancement of Christian thought, and the consequent
promotion of the best American citizenship.” Miss Mary
V. Olmstead, president of the city Union, said: “To the
committee of ’97 is- given the privilege of welcoming a-
gathering which claim a rearguard of 6,000 members
throughout this young State. To-night the Christian
EndeavorUnion reaches its decennial milestone. In1887,
eight societies and 200 members; in 1897, nearly 200
societies, with a membership of 6,000.”

Mr. G. F. Knappen welcomed the convention in behalf
of the Epworth League. He welcomed them because
“You are instruments in the hands of God in tearing
down the strongholds of Satan.”

Rev. T. L. Fisher, in behalf of the churches of the
city, said he welcomed the convention because they stim-
ulated patriotism; because the work of the Endeavorers
was to overcome denominational names. “A lack of
univy is the cause,” he said, “of our inefficieney. You
will bring about this unity. I welcome you because you
are the bodyguard of Jesus Christ.”

In his response, W.H. Mullins said: “The work of
Christian Endeavor is to put patriotism into politics.”
““We can serve Christ in nc better way than by placing
good men into office.” “Our object is to unite all the
people of the world into one.” -

In their business session six resolutions were adopted:
the third of these reads as follows:—

“Itis with alarm  that we view the increasing dese-
cration of the Sabbath, and we would urge upon all
Christian Endeavorers the necessity of keeping sacred the
Sabbath to our Lord’s service and of taking steps to
protect the sanctity of the day and also its civil observ-
ance. We also heartily commend the action of the Sioux
Falls Retail Clerks’ Union in denouncing the desecration
of the Sabbath.”

In an out-door address, Saturday evening, on Chris-
tian Citizenship, Fred B. Smith said: “The foundation of
this government rests uponthe maintenance of the Chris-
tian Sabbath. Do away with the Sabbath and the Gov-
ernment falls.”” Such statements as these make it plain
how a disregard of the Sunday sabbath can be construed
into treason. We may then look for a fulfilment of Rev.
13:15.

Hon. H. H. Russell, superintendent of the Anti-
Saloon League, in an address given Friday evening,
urged the mecessity of enforcing the “Sunday-closing
law.” Of this it may bg said that to close saloons on
Sunday is a very doubtful kind of temperance measure.
I doubt if there is a saloon-keeper in this State but would
rather have a Sunday-closing law on our statute books
than not. He knows that his sales of liquor will simply
be greater on the day before; and by closing on Sunday
his nefarious business will be given the sanction of law.
The scheme is altogether one to enforce the sacredness
of the Sunday sabbath. G. W. RogGERs.

Sioux Falls, Aug. 29.
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Some Questions.

1. What is an “unalienable right’’?
2. What is the difference between right and a right?
Has any person a right to do wrong?

>t

Can Proper Sabbath Observance Be Enforced by
Law?

LetT us look at the question a moment. What is the
Sabbath?—A day set apart by Jehovah for religious wor-
ship. How must it be observed? Christ in John 4:24
says, ‘“God is a Spirit; and they that worship him must
worshkip him in spirit and in truth.”

First of all we want to clearly and distinctly under-
stand that no service is acceptable to God that does not
come from the heart—that is not done Willin’gly and
gladly. Now true Sabbath-keeping is something more
than just to refrain from physical labor on that day in
strict compliance with the letter of the law. The person
who truly observes the Sabbath does so because he loves
to do as God commands, and through this cheerful, will-
ing obedience he is led to view Jehovah as he is—the Cre-
atorof the heavens and theearth and all that they contain.

But suppose a man should say, “I don’t believe in
God. T don’t believe one day is any better thananother,
and therefore I see no necessity of esteeming any one day
above another?”” Has he not a right to this opinion?
Surely he has, just as much as any one else has to believe
God to be the being the Bible describes him to be. -

Now suppose, in compliance with a law of the land,
this same man should refrain from work on the Sabbath
day-—go to church and to all outward appearance act
just like those who were true worshipers.

Is that heart worship? Noj; becausehe doesn’t believe
init. How does the Bible say God regards that kind of
service? - Read Romans 14:23: ‘“For whatsoever is not
of faith is sin.”” Then Sabbath-keeping by this man,
without a change of heart, would be to him sin, and “the
wages of sin is death.” Such a man would be pretending
by his actions to believe a thing in which he had no faith,
and such a person we call a hypocrite—one of the most
despised of all men.

Therefore it is absolutely impossible for the civil law
—which takes cognizance only of outward acts and not

the thoughts and intents of the heart—to enforce true .

Sabbath-keeping, and when it tries to do so it can only
make hypocrites. ' W. E. C.

Who Made the Trouble ?

“MaMa, here is a picture of a prophet and a king,
and the king is saying to the prophet, ‘ Art thou he that
troubleth Israel?’ What had the prophet done to make
trouble?” ‘ .

Mrs. Ross thought a moment, and then said, “That
must be Elijah you are thinking of; but before I answer
your question, I want you to hand me the Bible, and I'll
read you the prophet’s answer. ‘And he answered, 1
have not #roubled Israel, but thou, and thy father’s
house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of
the Lord, and hast followed Baalim.” ”’

*0, then, it was not the prophet that made the
trouble,and the king was wrong in blaming him; was he,
mama?”’

‘“Yes; it was Ahab himself that had brought the
trouble on the people by forsaking God, and breaking
his commandments.”

“How did it bring trouble, mama?”’

“In the same way that it always brings trouble for
people to forsake the commandments of God. In forsak
ing God and his law, they cut themselves off from the
source of love, as I have often told you before. The law
says, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart and thy neighbor as thyseli.” The love of
God alone will enable one to love his néighbor as himself,
and make him carry out the Golden Rule that says, ‘As
ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even so to
them.” Thisis thelaw. Ahab had forsaken this prinei-
ple, and led others to do the same, until great trouble
was in the land. He married a very wicked woman called
Jezebel, who was an idolator. She served self, and had
that idol represented in a god called Baal. Baal was.
the name of the sun-god. She was a sun-worshiper.”

. “And was it very bad to worship the sun? What
harm could it do, mama, to bow down to the sun?”’

“To this sun-god thepeopleascribed human passions,
so that the sun-god was only a representative of them-
selves, and in reality it was self-worship. In the worship
of the sun, they did the vilest kind of things, and broke
every commandment of God, corrupting themselves in
the name of religion. They got drunk, were gluttons,
commited adultery, bore false witness, coveted, and
broke the Sabbath. They went to great lengths in their
wicked worship.”

“But, mama, we read of people doing these same
things to-day without being sunsworshipers.” ¢Seli-
worship is the same thing, and the world is full of it,”
said Mrs. Ross. ‘

“But how did it troﬁble Israel? Israel were God’s

people. They did not need to be troubled by all this,
did they? Couldn’t they do right even if others did do
wrong ?”

“Yes, certainly. There’s nothing on earth to hinder
people from doing right. But for all this wicked men
and women can make it very hard and painful to do
right.”
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“How, mama}?””

“Well, Ahab and Jezebel were the king and queen of
Israel, and they had set up this vile worship. They had
altars all through the land, and 450 priests, with many
singers, and great display. They enticed the people to
come and worship Baal, and drew them away from God.
Those who saw where this idolatry would lead, and who
determined to be true to God, were persecuted: for Ahab
and Jezebel and those who worshiped Baal were deter-
mined that the whole kingdom should join them in the
worship of Baal, and they would not allow any one to
worship God openly. Those who were brave enough to
do so, were put to death. Jezebel tried to put all the
prophets to death.”’

“She didn’t kill Elijah, though.
him ?”

“Not. very well ; for God protected his servant. He
permitted her to kill a great many others to show what
was in this sun-worship, for there was persecution and
death in it.”’

. “But, mama, what did the king blame Elijah for if he
had done nothing to,trouble Israel ?”

“Something had happened that made the king feel
that Elijah was greatly to blame.”

“What, mama ?”

‘“About three years before this, Elijah had reproved
the king for his wickedness. He said to him then, ‘As
the Lord liveth before whom I stand, there shall not be
dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.””’

“Why, mama, how did Elijah dare to saythat? Could
he stop the rain ?”’

“No, not of himself; but he had read what God had
said would happen to those who forsake his law. He
,knew that it was written in the Book of Moses that eurses
would come upon those who were disobedient, because
there is nothing but cursing in the way of transgression.
Famine, pestilence, plague, war, desolation and distress,
all follow in the wake of evil. The nations who forsake
God thrust aside his protecting hand, and invite the
satanic hosts tohover over them,and a land.like thegar-
den of Eden becomes a wilderness under the influences of
thé evil one.

“Wher Blijah said there should be no rain, he knew
he was in harmony with the truth of God, and that if he
agked for the drought he would ask for that which was
sure.”’

“And didn’t it rain?”’

“Not for three years anda half. Of course famine
followed. People had nothing to eat, and the beasts
of the field died, and great distress came upon the
people.”

“Ahab thought that all this happened because Elijah
had shut up heaven. He was very angry, and tried to
find the prophet so that he might put him to death; but
God cared for him.”

. “But, mama, this did make it hard for the people.
What good did the famine do ?”
“The Bible says when the judgments of the Lord are

Couldn’t she catch

in the land the people learn righteousness. You know,.
dear, when the storm broke on the sea last summer, how
the people who had been swearing, smoking, reveling and
talking unbelief, suddenly began to pray and to call for
God to save them.’

“Yes, I remember.”

“So it was in thisfamine. The people in their anguish
began to inquire why all this evil had come, and if it

~was because they had forsaken God? and they began to

desire to go back to him who was full of blessing.”

“And did they, mama?”’

“Yes; you will have tc read the story for yourseli.
God showed the poor, bewildered people by a great sign
that he was the true God, and that Baal-worship was all
a delusion and a wicked thing.”

“And then did they get something to eat ?”

“Yes. Elijah went up into Mount Carmel, and began
to pray for rain. He prayed seven times.”

“What did hewant to pray somany times for,mama?
Couldn’t God hear at first? God must have known all
about it anyway. I don’t understand why he prayed
seven times.”

“Well, Charlie, prayer does not change God’s mind.
He knows what he will give us when we ask. But Elijah
needed to pray to gethis own heart and mind into the
right condition to receive the promised blessing. You
know sometimes mama promises you something that
you ask for a great many times before she gives it to
you, because she is waiting for you to getinto a condi-
tion of mind or body inwhich it will be a blessing to you.
Perhaps, if God had sent rain the first time Elijjah would
have been forgetful of the power of God, and thought he
had a great deal to do in bringing the rain.”

““Did the rain come, mama ?”’

“0 yes. It came in great showers all over thethirsty
land. When Elijah saw the first cloud he ran to Ahab,
and told him to hurry home; for there was a sound of
abundance of rain, and the prophet was so glad that he
ran all the way to the palace before Ahab’s chariot.”

“] suppose the people all repented then, and praised
the Lord for his blessing of rain.”

“Some did return to God, but many others grew
harder than ever, just as Pharach did in Egypt, and just
as the people on the boat did when the storm was over.
When Jezebel heard all that Elijah had done, she sent
word to him that she would kill him, and he fled for his
life, though it had been proved that he was not the one
who had troubled Israel, but it was those who had for-
saken God.”

““Are there any troublers in Israel now, mama?”

“Yes, I am sorry to say that there are many who are
substituting the traditions of men (and some of these
traditions are Baal traditions), for the commandments
of God, and they are much annoyed at those who love
God and keep his commandments.”

“But there’s one thing; they can’t go as far as Ahab
and Jezebel went in troubling Israel.”

“That is yet to be proved, my dear. But whatever
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others do, let us see to it that we ourselves are not mak-
ing the trouble by forsaking God and his good command-
ments. Andnow while youread the story, I must go
and look after dinner.” F. B.

> <
B

Why We Have Rights.

Gonp is the Creator of all beings upon the earsh. Bub
it is not merely as the Creator that God reveals himself
to us in his Word and in his works. In these he reveals
to us his character. -

Goc might have made men without giving them any
rights at all. He might have made them merely for his
own amusement, asboys make their play men of snow, or
as dolls are made for the little girls. )

He might have made mere automatons,—that is,
people who would have no will or choice of their own in
anything that they did, but would act just as some
power outside of themselves obliged them to.

Some people wonder why the Lord did not make
automatons who would have beencompelled to do right,
instead of men and women who have the power tochoose
to do right. Such people seem to have no idea of the
value of freedom.

The Bible tells us that “God is love.”” It is this that
(tod reveals to us in his Word and in his works. This is
his character. Everything that God doesis prompted
by his love for the beings he has made.

This is why he has given to us those unalienable
rights that are spoken of in the Declaration of Independ -
ence.

God made all his creatures to be happy; so he gave
them a right to life, to liberty, and to all things that
they must have to make them happy. God himself
never takes any of these things from us; but sometimes
men take them from us, and sometimes we lose them by
not caring enough for them ourselves.

If we were automatons we would never have any
character. If we only did what we could not help doing,
we would have no credit, nor any blame, for doing it.

We all like to have credit for doing well, and God
means that we shall have credit for it. When we come
to the end of this world, ke is going to say, “Well done,”
to everyone who has done well here in this life.

1t would only be ridiculous to say “Well done”” to an
. antomaton. So God gives us all freedom of choice, in

order that we may have the credit of having done noble
deeds of our own free will. -

God has a character, and his design is thatthebeings
he has made in his own image, shall have a character.
We would not be in God’s image if we had no character.
What an honor it is that God has bestowed on us in
making us in his own image! This is the highest proof
that he does not mean us to be slaves.

God’s character is love, and he wants men to have
the same character that he has. Did you ever know any
one of a very loving nature who didinot want tobe loved

in return? This is the way it is with God. He is more
loving than any of us, and he wants to be loved in return
by all the human family.

So he wants love to be our character, the same as it
is his. But if we should do right only because we had to,
there would be no love in that. If you, my boy or girl,
did what your father and mother wish you to do, from
no choice of your own but only because you could not do
differently, would they see in it any proof of your love
for them? Of course not; and so we must have freedom
of choice to show our love for God.

How perfect and how beautiful is God’s plan for the
happiness not only of himself but of all his creatures!
And how strange it is, and how wicked, that anyone
should interfere with this plan, and try to take away
man’s freedom. Yet this is just what men have beendoing .
all the way along in the world’s history since Cain killed
Abel; and they are doing it still.

Men are trying to have laws made to compel other
people to do right, or rather to do what they think is
right, for it does not rest with man to say what is right,
but only with God. One of the most common ways in
which some men try to compel others to do what they
think is right, is in passing laws to compel people to keep
the Sabbath.

God does not want any one to be compelled to keep
the Sabbath. Real Sabbath-keeping is one way in which
men can show their love for God. Yes; it is one of the
greatest and most important ways in which men may
show that they love God. And God longs for their love,
and in the highest degree deserves to have it. . But when
men passlaws to compel people to keep the Sabbath,
they not only rob the people of their God-given freedom
of choice, but they rob God himself of the love which would
come to him through the freechoice of people in the keep-
ing of his holy day. ~

The men who malke such laws do notgenerally realize
how they are interfering with God’s perfect plan and rob-
bing him, and what a wicked thing it is. We must do
what we can to enlighten them and save them from the
consequences of such terrible mistakes.

Set tor the defense of liberty of consecience, and therefore uncompromising
opposed to anythm% tending toward a union of Church and State,
her in name or in principle.
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You want to succeed in life; you should be trained for success.

The GHIT& CITY COMMERCIAL COLLEGE and the
\ OAPITAL OITY SCHOOL OF SHORTHAND, Y.M.C.A. Building,
~ Desi Moines, Iowa, are among the leading business training

schools of this country.

Board from $1.75 to $2.00 per week. All expenses reasonable. Competent graduates are assisted in

securing positions.

The best of everything.
Moines, Iowa. .

Send for catalogue to Mehan & McCauley, Des

SOUTH LANCASTER ACADEMY,

Is most healthfully located. Combines religious
and industrial with intellectual training.

Thoroughness of instruction, solidity of character
and usefulness in life are the principal objects

of attainment.

Board and Tuition Only $120 Per Year.

For further particulars and calendar; address,
J. H. HAUGHEY, Principal, South Lancaster, Mass.

The people are looking for a
perfect ‘washing machine. It is
found only in the Cyclone, and it
is so easy to demonstrate the fact
to intending purchasers that
agents for it are reaping a rich harvest. Write
for terms and territory to Coon Bros., 18-20
Hanover St., Battle Creek, Mich. -

*

“] am surprised,”

Says Pror. E. A.
SHELDON, President
of the State Normal
} ¥ School, Oswego, N.Y,

“‘that so much that
is valuable for one
to know is brought
into so small a com=
pass and sold at so
small a price.*’

THE NEW

| Wehster Dictionary
AND
Complete Vest-
Pocket Library

is full of happy sur-
prises, Itsnccessiully
comblnes a Diction-
ary of 45,800 words;
a complete Parlia~
mentary Manual;
Literary Guide. ete.
Positively the only
pocket dictionary
giving the full pro-
nunciation of words.

Over 300,000 cop-
ies sold.
“T ghall give this

book a place in my
vest pocket, a place

that no ‘other :book thus . far has had.”—C. C.
. Gaines, Pres. of Eastman Business College.

192 Pa,gés, 58 x 254 in., Weight, 2 ounces.
Should be 6wned by every Student, Business
Man, and Person of Intelligence.

Cloth, 25 cents; Morocco, 50 cents; Extra Qual-
Ity with Three Years’ Calendar, Perpetual
‘Memorandum, and Safety Postage-Stamp
Holder, 60 cents.

Address all orders to

PACIFIG PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Bond St., New York Gity.

THE STORY OF
PITCAIRN ISLAND.

(SECOND EDITION.)

8Y ROSALIND AMELIA YOUNG,
A Native Daughter.

Pitcairn Island, one of the voleanie gems of
the Pacific, has been heard of wherever the Eng-
lish language has heen spoken. The story of the
working out of the problem of human life on its
limited territory reads stranger and more thrill-
ingly in many respects than a romance. But
mos>, it not all, of the tales told and books
printed have either been too-fraﬁxientary or in-
correct and migleading. It will beinteresting to
the friends of that miniature world to know that
an authentic history has been written, and that
113{ a native of thei d, one to the manor born.

iss Rosa Young is one of the direct descendants
of the mutineers of the Bounty, The book is a

lain, unvarnished tale of Pitcairn and its inhab-
itants from its settlement to the year 1894. Itis
written with a charming simplicity of style
which refreshes the reader and invites a contin-
ual perusal. Illustrated with 26 engravings by
the half-tone process, and its 23 chapters have
each a neatly engraved heading.

Price, - - - $1.00

PACIFIC PRESS PUPLISHING (0.,
39 Bond St., New York City, N. Y,
Kansas City, Mo. ) Oakland. (al.

FIGHTING
~ AGAINST
GOD=<

{8 the Title of a sixteen.page tract just issned
as No. 41 of the

Religious Siberty fibrary,

In Which PICTURE, POETRY, and PROSE
_ unite in teaching Christian principles
of freedom of conseience.

7 Fine Half-Tone |,
Illustrations 7

Printed on highty-finished paper.
Ite attractiveness will insure perusal by the
most prejudiced or Indifferent reader.

PricE—3 Cents each.

Usual discounts in quantities.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Bond Street, New York City.

UNION  COLLEGE,

Founded in 1891 by the General
Conference of Seventh-day Advent-
ists, and located at College View,
a suburb of the city of Lincoln, Ne-
braska.

The climate is healthy and the san-
itary conditions excellent.

Purpose of the Col‘lege.

This College was established not
merely for the purpose of teaching
the sciences, but also of giving in-
struction in the great principles of
God’s Word, and the practical duties
of every-day life.

Text Books.

The Bible holds the first place in
the educational system, and only

such text books are used as harmon-

ize with the inspired Word.
Courses of Study.

The usual work in the classical,
gcientific and preparatory courses
is done, and in addition special bib-
lical courses are offered in English,
German, Danish and Swedish. Those
who cannot remain long in school
will be permitted to select from the
regular course such studies as they
may be qualified to pursue.

Thorough instruction given in
music, drawing, painting, stenogra-
phy, book-keeping and commercial
law.

Industrial Department.

An industrial department is con-
nected with, and forms a part of, the
regular college work. Each student
has an opportunity of spending two
hours daily in some useful physical
labor under a competent instructor,

Employment for young men: Prac-
tical farming and.gardening, use of
tools, shoe making, tailoring, tent
making, baking and dairying.

For young ladies: Domestic work,
sewing, cooking, laundrying, flower
culture, ete.

Expenses low. Send for catalogue.

Address,

UNION COLLEGE,

College View, Nebr.



AMERICAN

SENTINEL. . 559

The Stomach:

Its Disorders and
How to Cure Them

By J. H. KELLOGG, M. D.,

SUYPERINTENDENT OF THE BATTLE CREEK (MICH.) SANITARI™

AN A AN

This book presents in a nutshell what every person ought to kuow abour’
the stomagch, its funetions in health, the symptoms produced by disease,
and the best methods of cure. The long experience of the already well
known author in the treatment of stomarch disorders, in his supervision of
the Battie Creek Sanitarium, makes this a work of inestimable value. not
only for the sick but those who desire to keep well.

THE POLLOWING ARE LEADING CHAPTER HEADINGS:
The Maladies of the Modern Stomach,

Tbe Qrgans of Digestion.

The Nystematic Treatment of Indigestion, Foods; The Digestive Flaids
Iinportant and New Discoveries Relating o Digestion, Treatment of Dis
Remedies for the Home Treatment of Dyspepsia, pepsia,

General View of the Digestive Process, The Symptoms  Dyspepsia

Quacks and Nostruias,

The work is illustrated with more than one hundred and thirty cuts
acluding eleven full-page plates, three ¢ofored plates, ete.

This work ought to be in the hands of every dyspeptic.
PRICE, Cloth, $1.50. - -

Half Buffing, $2.00.

MODERN MEDICINE PUBLISHING COMPANY,
Battle Creek, Mich.

AMERICAN ™
STATE PAPERS -

A MosT valuable work on the subject of religious legislation in the
United States, from the foundation of the Government to the present
tim:

e.

It includes the various prominent acts, both State and nationas, relat-
ing to subjects of religion, such as Bills of Rights, Amendments, Treaties,
Sunday Observance, ete. In it are found various Memorials, Petitions, and
Remonstrances; House and Senate Reports on Sunday Mails; documents
on ** The Spkere of Civil Government,” ** The Rights of the Jew,” * Religion
in the Public Schools,” *“Civil Laws Against Blaslgg my,”  Christianity
and the Common Law,” “Sunday Legislation,” ete., etc.; Judicial Deci-
sions on Sunday Laws and the Bible in the Public Schools. It also contains
in amr appendix the provisions in the Bills of Rights of all the States, relating
to_the rights of conscience, and

The Sunday Laws, Complete,
OF ALL THE STATES AND TERRITORIES,

There are also ronning footnotes all through the book, containing the comments
and statements of eminent men.

368 pages.  Price, best hinding, $2.00, Cheap edition, $1.25.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Boxp STREET, NEW YORK.
Kansas City, Mo. N

SEND FO

Address,

Oakland, Cal.

LIST OF EXCELLENT BOOKS,
slightly damaged, offered at halfjprice.
Pacric PrEss PusLisaing Co.,
39 Bond St., New York.

The Rights of the People, of<sssser
(ivil “overnment and Religion.

By ALONZO T. JONES.

THIS IS ONE OF THE VERY BEST BOUOKS THAT HAS
EVER BEEN WRITTEN 0K THE RELATION OF
THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND
RELIGION.

It shows how Christiarity advanced in the Roman Empire, not only
without the aid of the State, but in the face of the bitterest opposition from
the State; it discusses what the Christian should render to God, and what
to the State, and how the powers that be are ordained of God, The book
then takes up the history and principles of the movement so active now in
the United States, looking toward having the Church try to regulate and
cleanse politics, and shows what will be the certain results of following the
policy advocated by some of these church men. Nomatter what your views
apon this question, you cannot afford to miss reading this book,

Cloth, 378 pp., $1.00.
Paper Covers, . . . . 40,

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY,

Bond Street, New York City, N. Y.

Kansas City, Mo. Oakland, Cal.

CATHOLIC TESTITIONY.

TaE following tracts and leaflets are direct quotations
from those high in authority in-the Church of Rome, and
can be relied upon as representative testimony.

B From Sabbath to Sunday.

Contains, among other important testimony, Father
Enright’s $1,000 challenge for Bible proof of Sunday
sacredness. Price, % cent.

Who Changed the Sabbath?

This question is dis%osed of by adducing evidences
from Catholic sources. Price, 1% cents.

Christian Sabbath.

A reprinted article from the Catholic Mirror, which
paper is the organ of the Catholic Church in the United
States. It puts forth the question “Why Do Protestants
Keep Sunday?” Price, 2 cents.

A Challenge to Protestants.

A pithy little leaflet quoting some strong words from
a representative Catholic priest to the Protestant world.
Price, 25 cents per 100.

Rome’s Arraignment of Sabbath-Breakers.

This is a report of a sermon delivered by Father
O’Keefe, a Baltimore Catholic priest, in which two facts
are set forth and from a Scriptural standpoint. (1)
That the only Bible Sabbath is the seventh day or Sat-
urday. (2) That for first day observance or sacredness,
there is no Bible warrant. Sixteen wellfilled pages, 1 cent.

The Law of God as Changed by the Papaey.

A chart 5% x 11 inches, printed on thin paper, cen--
taining the Law of God as changed by the Catholic
power. Thisis flanked by papal assumptions and ad-
missions, giving the whole history of the change in a nut-.
shell. A citation is made from each quotation to its: .
original source, making it a document of especial impor-
tance. 50 eents per 100.

Address, Paciric P.RESS Pus. Co.,
39 Bond Street, New. York,
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A MARVEL IN BIBLE MAKING.
| Large Type S. S. Teachers’
- SELF-PRONOUNCING COMBINATION BIBLE.

ARK
Containing the King James and the Revised Versions on the Same Page. Showing in Simple Form
all Changes, Additions and Omissions, and Enabling all Readers to See
at a Glance wherein the Two Versions Differ.

Both Versions Combined Without Duplicating.

The King James Version, set in full and conforming exactly to the Oxford Teachers’ Edition, and, wherever
a change occurs, the letters+». v., referring to a foot-note at the bottom of the page, showing the reading as it
appears in the Revised Version. Thus, in the same book, we have both the King James and the Revised Versions,
complete and intact, without materially increasing the size of the volume or reducing the size of the type. Both
printed together in the same column, showing the differences at « glance, and enabling the reader fo practically »zad
both at ene and the same time; or, in other words, consuming in the comparative reading of the two texts not more
than one-half the time required in the old way.

EITHER VERSION ALONE OR BOTH TOGETHER.
The great point of excellence in this arrangement is that while it enables one to read both Versions in
almost exactly the same time, it does not mar, or in any way hinder, the reading of the King James Version
alone and independently, where one does not care to refer to the revisions.

e NN S

How to Read the Combination Bible.

Below is i)art of page 608 of our Combination Bible. The following Key shows how

it is to be read : The
KEY—The first RV on page 608 appears in verse 37 of the gth chapter, before ‘‘domin- | .
ion.”” In the King James$ Version the reading is ‘‘ dominion over our bodies,” etc. ! Bible
By referring to the foot-notes it will be seen that the word ‘‘ dominion’’ is changed to | Closed
‘“power.” Hence the Revised Version reads ‘‘ power over our bodies,”’ etc.- i N o

In the 38th verse the King James reads,  ‘because of all this;’’ by reference to foot

of page it will be seen that the Revised Version reads, ‘“ yet for all this.”

In verse 28 there is an RO, which denotes an omission.

Refer to the foot-notes and

‘(having)” will be found.  Every omission is placed in a parenthesis in the foot-

notes, and t}ie Revised Version in this instance reads, ‘‘every one that had knowledge

and undersyunding.”

Thus it is seen that the Revised Version is easily read in connection with the Kin
James Version. The syStem is so simple and so easily understood that no reader finds

any difficulty in comparing one version with the other.

Specimen of Type used in the S. S. Teachers’ Combination Bible.
Size of Page 5x73 inches. !

They that sealed the covenant.

NEHEMIAH, X.

The points of the covenant,

they have 7?/dominion over our bod-
Jes, and over our cattle, ab their plea-
sure, and we are in great distress.

48,
38 And "because of all this we
9mgake a sure covenant, and write it;| 2;

B.C. 448.

all they that had separated them-'
selves from the 7Y people of the lands
unto the law of God, their wives, their *

“1sons, and their daughters, every one -

" having knowledge, and 7°having

BINDING.

. Imperial Seal, Tuck Edges, known as
the ‘“Divinity Circuit,”’ Leather
Lined, Round Corners, Red under
Gold Edges.

o

A AAAS

This is a regular

$8 Bible,

and our princes, "V1&vites, and|ch 1. 2. junderstanding ;
v priests, 2% geal unto it. zﬁ%ga?bzgf 29 They clave to their brethren,
CHAPTER X. pryjected. \their mobles, Yand entered into a' . .
1 The nameg of them that seated. the covenant. 20 = curse, and o an oath, htoswalk in ;SOmethlng unique,
poinis of the covenant, God’s law, which was given by Mo/- |
OXVﬁi"?ose_ ,ggat 4i§aled were, 33813.5“1:’7{%“5 |seg the servant of God, and to ob- and a good one.
Y , oNe-hgmiah, 9_/'1"11" sha-| s 8.5 \serve and do all the commandments . . .
tzl;g,lﬁf};ison of Hich-g-liVah, and 49%23%7 oft;hte:3 Logphomtiflgé and his judg- i It will be mailed postpaid
-E1'] ben. L 1. |ments and his statutes ; !
2 ¢ Sgér-g-1ah, Az-g-17/ah, Jér-g-mi/- (8% - 12| 30 And thatwe Would,notgivé ?our ‘on receipt of only

ab, \
3 Pish/iir, Am-a-ri/ah, Mil-chi’jah,
4 Hit/tiish, Sheb-g-ni‘ah, Mil’luch,
6 Ha’rim, Mér’e-méth, O-ba-di’ah,
6 Din’jel, Gin/n&-thon, Bi‘ruch,
7 Mé-shiil/lam, A-bi/jah, Mij’a-min,

daughters unto the ¥ people of the
land, nor take their daughters for
our sons:

81 % And if the 7* people of the land
bring ware or any victuals on the
sabbath day to sell, that we would nofi

37 ;;ower 38 yet for all this—our—our 9 namely,
Jeshua ete. 14 'chiefs 28 Nethinim,—peoples—that

had — (having) 30 peoples 31 peoples— (it)—a—

" Address,

forgo 33 meal—(an) 34 (the)—(among)—acogrding
t0 our fathers’ ho $

uses, 35 manner of trees,
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Pacific Press Pub.lishing' Co.,

39 Bond St., New York.
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