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It is better to know how to live, than how to die.

INTOLERANCE is alwayé glad to shake hands with
©ITOoT.

P

Ir you do not have religious liberty to grant to
-others, you do not¢ have it at all.

b

To submerge individualism in nationalism, would be
like trying to have dollars without cents.

Nor “Remember the Maine,”” but ‘“Thefaith of Jesus,”
is the watchword of Christian warfare.

A sineLE dollar saved for eternity is better than a
million dollars saved for a few years of time.

A CurisTIAN loves peace; a “Christian power” loves
ppiece, and is always willing to fight to keep it.

<

THE choice is laid before every person in the world, of
-denying self or denying God. He must do one or the
other.

Ir this nation should acquire the “big head” by vie-
tory over Spain, it might be worse in the end vhan if it
were now to suffer defeat.

o

Ir the papacy can harmonize with Spanish govern-

ment in Spain and Cuba, she ean, and would, harmonize
with Spanish government in the United States.

Pttt

Gop could destroy the whole world in a moment of
time, but his wisdom is made known in the gospel by
which he would save the world. True wisdom seeks to
save life, not to destroy it.

Y

THE barbarians conquered Rome, but the principles
of Rome conquered the barbarians. Shall those princi-
ples now conquer the Anglo-Saxons? /If so, then the
overthrowing of Spanish armadas will have been a use-
less task. —

-

-4

“Tar powers that be are ordained of God.” So saith
the Scripture; and strangely enough, this text is used to
justify obedience to the “powers that be” in opposition”
to the commands of God.

Can the thing ordained be superior to Him who or-
ordained it? If not, as is self-evident, then cannot the
command of men be superior to the precept of Jehovah.
‘““His kingdom ruleth over all.” .

—_—

It is declared by both Catholics and Protestants in
this country that “this is a Christian nation.”

Now it is a fact that Catholics do not admit that
Protestantism is Christianity. Xven the stoutest de-
fender of Catholic ““liberality” must admit this.

When Catholics, therefore, say that “this is a Chris-
tian nation,” they mean that it is a Catholic Christian
nation. Whatever Protestants may mean by the ex-
pression, it is certain that this is the meaning, and the
only meaning, it has for Catholies.

Roman Catholics and Protestants, therefore, are ar-
rayedagainst each other in this claim for national recog-
nition,—each one claiming to be the party which makes
the nation Christian, and the Catholics -at least, denying
the position of the Protestants.

-The Supreme Court decision raised this controversy,
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and now it ““will not down.” It is here and must be set-
tled. That it is not very prominent as yet does not les-
sen the significance of the fact. It will grow more and
more prominent as time goes on.

And what a bitter controversy must ensue before it
ig settled! More than this: what a change its settle-
ment must effect in the principles of this Government!
for it can be settled only inaccordance with papal claims.
The prineiple of both claims is papal.

it
<

. He who engages in war, must obey absolutely the
commands of his military superiors. This is ‘the first
principle of military discipline.

Now there is a command of God which says, “Thou
_shalt not kill;” and another which says, “Remember the
Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” Imtime of war the sol-
dier must disregard both these precepts at the order
of his commander. He muast kill men of the opposing
force, and must do this, if so ordered, on the Sabbath
day. .
Is it not plainly evident. therefore, that the soldier
must have another god than the Author of the Ten Com-
mandments? Is it not evident that the Government
stands to him in the place of God?

But what man can afford to make this exchange?
God has not authorized it, and the eternal interests of
every man forbid it; for what James Russell Lowell wrote
of war is the truth,—

‘“ It you take a sword and dror it,
And go stick a feiler throu’,
Guv'ment aint to answer for it;

God "Il send the bill to you.”

Alas for him who expects government to answer for

his misdeeds at the bar of God.

e
O —t4—

TeE salvation of God is brought to the world in
Christianity. That which is Christian will be saved from
the final dissolution which is to come upon earthly things.
All believers in Christianity agree to this.

It is said by leading representatives of the state and
of the church in this eountry; that “this is a Christian
nation.” This nation, therefore, will be saved in the
kingdom of God. "

Every citizen of the United States is a part of this
nation. The salvation of the nation must of course in-
clude the salvation of its parts.

To secure salvation, therefore, an individual needs
only to become a part of this nation. If already such,
he needs only to remain in it; and if not, he can become
such by taking out papers of naturalization.

He may believe in Christianity, or he may not; he
may be a Jew, or an agnostie, or an atheist; it matters
not. His salvation is certain, yea, unavoidable, if he
remains a United States citizen. And all this by virtue
of Christianity! )

Such is the logic of the National Reform doctrine that

<this is a Christian nation.” It simply makes the gos-
pel of God of no use to the individual, as such.

And this being so, that doctrine is as clearly anti-
Christian as anything that ever emanated from the
“father of lies.”

&4
>4

WHEN we point to the atrocities perpetrated upon
Christians in times past in various lands, ‘and call it reli-

‘gious persecution, some are ready to exclaim, “Oh, no; it

was the civil power that inflicted penalties upon them.
They suffered for political reasons, and for that thechurch
is not responsible.” .

" Yes; very likely they did suffer for political reasons.
But how came such reasons to be political? How came
mastters of religious belief to be mixed up with politics, so
that political measures had to be instituted against peo-
ple on account of Christianity ? i

Oh, it was because the church went into politics. It
was because religion and the state became united. And
then religion found its way into the laws of the land, and
people who opposed that religion were persecuted and
put to death by the civil power, for disobedience to the
civil law. And that was only a political proceeding, of
course! 1

i the church had kept out of polities, Christians would
never have been persecuted for political reasons. And
when the church goes into politics, persecution for politi-
cal reasons is sure to follow.

Let the church keep out of politics. That is the plain
lesson taught by the history of every land where Chris-
tians have been put to death by the civil power.

&
4

>

The Papacy and the Monroe Doctrine.

A PART of the scheme of Archbishop Ireland and the
pope, as announced, is that *“The wisdom of the Monroe
Doctrine will be acknowledged; but the incidental respon-
sibility of the United States thereunder will be defined and
demonstrated.”

This statement is worth some examination. It was
in direct antagonism to a scheme in the interests of the
papacy, and at least of which the papacy was a willing
party, that the Monroe Doctrine was announced. And
now it is announced on the part of the papacy, and as a
part of a scheme guided by the papacy, that “the wisdom
of the Monroe Doctrine will be acknowledged.”” Does the
papacy really intend now to acknowledge the wisdom of
that act which defeated a cherished plan to which she
was a party? In other words: Does-the papaey intend
really to confess to the whole world that she was wrong
—even once? '

About 1820, a certain “Holy Alliance’” was formed
by the “powers’’ in Europe, to maintain and propagate
the absolute monarchial government in Europe. And -
what holy alliance of European powers ever was, or ever
could be,formed without the codperation andbenediction
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of the papacy to give to it the character of ‘holiness”?
as for instance the “Holy Roman Empire.”

In 1828, this “Holy Alliance” was about to exert its

power to bring all the South American colonies back in
full subjection to Spain, and so to confirm and enlarge
the dominion of Spain on this continent. And this of
course would open the way for the planting or extension
of the power of the other parties to the “Holy Alliance”
on this continent also; also extending here their absolute
monarchial governments: and with it all would be the
extension of the power of the papacy which alone could
give to the alliance the character of “holy.”

Information of this scheme was conveyed by England,
which was not one of the allied powers, to the United
States Government. Whereupon President Monroe, in
his annual message of the year 1828, published the fol-
lowing sentences:—

“We owe it to candor and to the amicable relations
existing between the United States and the allied powers,
to declare that we should consider any attempt on their
part to extend their system to any portion of this hemi-
sphere as dangerous to our peace and safety.

“With, the existing colonies or dependencies of any
European power, we have not interfered, and shall not
. interfere; but with the governments which have declared
their independence and maintained it, and whose inde-
pendence we have, on great consideration and just prin-
ciples, acknowledged, we could not view an interposition
for oppressing them, or controlling in any other manner
their destiny by any European power, in gny other light
than as a manifestation of an unfriendly desposition
toward the United States.”

He also declared in another place in the same message
that “The American continent should no longer be sub-
Jjects for any new European colonial settlement.”” And
it is said on authority that “These words of President
Monroe wereaddressed especially to Spain and Portugal.”

That is the Monroe Doctrine, and such was the occa-
sion that called it forth. And that Monroe Doctrine is
the thing, the “wisdom” of which the papacy now says
“will be acknowledged.”

Yet this is to be done with a “but.” It is not to be
a plain, open, and free acknowledgement. 1t is to be an
acknowledgement with a string to it: “The wisdom of the
Monroe Doctrine will be acknowledged; BUT the ineci-
dental responsibility of the United States thereunder will
be defined and demonstrated.”

That is to say that the papacy will acknowledge the
wisdom of the Monroe Doctrine, “but’’ she will interpret
the doctrine for the United States. She and her proposed
“congress of nations” will acknowledge the wisdom of the
Mounroe Doctrine, “but” she and her “congress of na-
tions”’ will ““define” it, and also wili ““define and demon-
strate the incidental responsibility of the United States
under it’’ as thus defined and interpreted by herself and
her ‘“‘congress of nations.”

And thus it is that the papacy assumes and publicly
announces the prerogative of supremacy over the United

States, to interpret the most cherished doetrines, and to
decide the most important affairs of this Government.

Again, we say, When the papacy takes this bold
stand at the very beginning of complications between the
United States and a European power, what will she not
do when complications have deepened, when other Euro-
pean interests have become involved, and when in it all
settlements must be made?

In this affair between the United States and Spain,
there are more points of interest and solemn importance
than the movements of the army and navies.

A.T. T,

b
“Is life worth living?”” Yes, it is worth living in the
Garden of Eden. “But I am not in the Garden of Eden.”
Well, then, let God create you new in Christ, and he will
put you there. He laid down that rule in the case of
Adam.

- 4

The Last War Scene.

PuBLic interest centers just now upon the news from
the seat of war. People would like to know in advance
what is going to happen during the continuance of the
conflict; but this not being possible, they scan the
<extras’ and the bulletin boards to get the news ofan
event as soon after it has happened as the facilities of
modern science can set it before them. !

What events may transpire before the present war is
concluded, no one can foretell. What other conflicts be-
tween the nations may be inaugurated, and what results
may attend them, are matters hidden behind the veil
which no human hand can draw aside. It might not be
of any benefit to us if we could know them. But there is
one thing we can know, and it is the thing we would nat.
urally want to know most, and which it would be most
to our benefit to know; that is, what is to be the finak
outecome. How does it all end,—all the war fervor and
all the vast preparations made by all the powers for an
expected conflict? We may know the answer to this
question because the Word of God has set it plainly be-
fore us.

Turn to the 19th chapter of Revelation. There is
given adescripﬁion(v. 11 and onward) of One who comes
forth from heaven upon a white horse, followed by the
armies of heaven, down to the earth. The description
leaves no room for doubt that the One who thus rides at
the head of the armies of heaven is the Son of God. He
goes forth to war, and “out of his mouth,” says the
Seripture, “goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should
smite the nations”’; and all the fowls of the air are called
to come and eat ‘‘the flesh of all men, both free and
bond, both small and great.” And what of the nations
at that time? What will be their attitude? The chapter
says (v. 19)—

“And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth,and
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their armies, gathered together to make war against Him
that sat on the horse, and against His army.”

The prophet saw the “kings of the earth and their
armies,” gathered in battle array against the Son of God
and his army. - Whatever power we may believe to be
represented by the “beast,” there can be no uncertainty
-as regards ‘‘the kings of the earth and their armies.”
This is a plain reference to the powers of earth,—the great
powers—the nations of Europe, and of Aiwnerica as “well.
These are found, with their armies, arrayed against the
forces of heaven. It is a ‘‘holy war,” but the holiness is
not on the side of the powers of earth.

Of course there can be but one result.
describes iti—

““And the beast was taken, and with him the false
prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he
deceived them that had received the mark of the beast,
and them that worshiped his image. These both were
cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.
And the remnant were slain with the sword of Him that
- sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his

mouth; and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.”

This is the last war scene in earthly history; this is
how it allends. And there is nodiscount on this “news.”
No sensational ramor or “fake’” of “yellow journalism”
is this, but a strictly “official” announcement from head-
quarters. It is absolutely reliable. Now, we see all the
world arming for war. We see the war spirit overtopping
every other sentiment. We see everywhere the “kings of
the earth” getting their armies in readiness to take the
field. Nothing like it was ever witnessed in the earth
before. Never such a general preparation,such a general
sound of war, was known before in human history. It is
the beginning of the end, and the prophetic description
tells us what the end will be. The final gatheriﬁg to-
gether of armies and navies will be to make war against
the forces of heaven, in the great day of the second
advent of the Son of God to the earth,in power and
glory.

It is certain that no Christian will be ‘found in the
armies of the kings of the earth at that day. No Chris-
tian will be found fighting against God. Every Christian

" must, before that day comes, draw out from the military
forces; he must renounce the spirit of war and fighting,
notwithstanding what may be said by ministers of the
gospel in its favor. And since he who is a Christian, or
would be one, must do this sooner or later, or be found
ere long on the side of opposition to the Commander of
heaven, is it not obvious that the best time to take the
step is just now? Since the Christian must separate him-
gelf from all this, as being contrary to God, the separa-
tion cannot be made too soon.

The Word of God throws more and surer ]ight on
this subject than can be derived from any other source of
information.

The prophet

b
»r—o44

It is terrible to be so short sighted that you cannot
look beyond your own interests.

Items of W, C. T. U. History.
BY MRS. 8. M. 1. HENRY.

I HAVE often tried to recall the mental processes out
of which the events that followed that eventful interview
were evolved, but they seem to have left not the faintest
trace in memory. I only know that I was under the
most intense pressure of earnest determination; that
things altogether undreamed of before, developed day by
day under my hands, as though by order of a Master
mind, until we had before'us the nucleus of an almost
perfect system for preventive and educational methods,
which has since in other hands ripened into the Loyal
Temperance Legion of the world,

From the office of the lawyer referred toIwent quickly
to that of the agent who had the rental of “Brown’s
Hall,” the largest; aunditorium in the city at that time,
and where many of our mass meetings had been held.

“Is the hallengaged for Saturday afternoon,” I asked,
“or can I have it for & mass meeting of children, and how
much will it cost?”. ]

“Itis not engaged,” he replied, “and if you want it
for a children’s temperance meeting, you can have it and
welcome.”

I thanked him and hastened to the place where our
daily meeting of women was held. I told the women
what had transpired, and to what I had pledged them;
and every woman of them saw the logic of the argument
and accepted the conclusion to which’I had come, and
promised to “stand by” in this effort to get hold of the
children, and make Saloon Destroyers out of them.

On Saturday afternoon (my readers will remember
that that was all the day was to me then) we had the
hall filled with children, who were fired with enthusiasm
at the thought that they were at last to have a share in
the great temperance movement. This was about the
middle of April, 1875, and as a result of what was then
begun and carried forward, in three weeks’ time we pre-
sented to the public on the Court House Green a ‘‘Cold
Water Army;”—three full companies of a hundred men
each (the men between the ages of eight and sixteen), uni-
formed and equipped with wooden guns. The guns had
painted on the barrel in whit+ letters the legend

‘“ Qur guns are ballots,
Our bullets are ideas.”

One of the manufacturers of the city who had three
boys in the army had turned all his force of workmen into
making the guns for usgratis; others had helped us to
the uniforms, which consisted of white blouse waist and
cap, with belt and bands in the national colors; and an
old army drill master, who had been rescued from drink,
undertook to teach and exercise the ‘“soldiers” in the
manual of arms. They had daily practice in one of the
parks, followed by a study in temperance principles in an
adjacent church, which the soldiers called “loading up.”
The Bible was our only resource as to the lessons, and it
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did not fa}l us, although our knowledge of the sub]ect
and of how to teach it, was meager.

As I look back to that time and realize the ignorance
and error out of which we were struggling,'_ I can but
wonder that God could use us at all; it was only because
he knew we were struggling out that he could useus. I
have felt during this narration that I am writing of the
days when I was a heathen; and before I proceed farther
I must leave recorded on the same page with the story of
the guns, the fact that it did not take us long to find out
that our leader was the Prince of Peace, and that any-
thing Like an instrument of war was not pleasing to him;
so that the gunwas replaced bya rattan, and the manual
of arms by a simple code 6f physical exercise suitable for
both boys and girls. But this was not yet; and I must
give the history as it was, even if I reveal how ob-
scure was the light which was as yet shining on my own
path. ’ '

The day that our Cold Water Army took its first
march and formed in hollow square on the Court House
Green for the first time was a memorable one. Our prog-
ress had been noted in the city papers,and everybody
knew about our movements. I think it is safe to say that
this little army excited an interest as deep, as true and
tender as any that had ever started out on its first par-
ade. Thousands of people came from all the country
about to witness the ceremony of “‘swearing inthe troops’’
which was to take place on the Green. This was to con-
gist in the public administration of the Triple Pledge
which had been adopted bythe army,and which as nearly
as I can remember was as follows:—

“I do solemnly promise that I will forever abstain
from the use of all alcoholic beverages, including wine,
beer, and cider, and from all profane and impure expres-
sions, and from tobacco in all its forms, God being my
helper.”

The army had met on the drill ground, had gone
through a little exercise to freshenthem up,and then had
marched through the throngs that followed and with wet
eyes watched their every movement; and at last stood in
a perfect hollow square in the wide open Court House
yard.

A dense massof men, women, and childrensurrounded
them and stretched off down every street; windows and
roofs were filled with eager spectators. How beautiful,
how brave, how pathetic is that scene as I look back on
it through the years! Those little white-capped and
jacketed men, with the soft blending of the red, white,
and blue; the guns held at rest; the banners at the head
of each company, and “Old Glory” dipping and swelling
from the standard in the gentle May breeze; and about
them loyally ‘standing by”’ those six hundred girls in
whitewith national sashes, ready to ‘“do or die,” which to
them meant to sing, smile, and be happy for the blessed
temperance cause,

When at last the moment had come it was my office
to step to the center of that hollow square and “admin-
ister the oath’’ as the men and newspapers called it. I

's0 that the entrance should face the east.

lifted my right hand and every soldier standing with his.
gun at rest in his left hand raised his cap with his
right, and repeated after me the solemn promise, which
meant so much more than they or any of us had as yet
dreamed.

¢
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“Ir is announced,” says the Herald and Presbyter,.
“that the pope of Rome has bestowed his special benedic-
tion upon Spain in her war with the United States.” We
do not know upon what authority this announcement
rests; but it is strongly corroborated by the news of the-
great Spanixh disaster at Manila.

A Solemn Warning.—No. 2

BY C. H. KESLAKE.

Trr worship of Jehovah could have nothing in com-
mon with idolatrous worship, and especially was this so
of sun-worship.

When in Egypt the children of Israel had been
brought into contact with this degrading worship. And
when the Lord delivered his people from Egypt he pur-
posed to separate them entirely from it.

Accordingly, wherever the Israelites encamped, God
gave instruction that the tabernacle should be pitched
This would
necessitate the people of God, in coming together to wor-
ship him, facing the west, and so turning their backsupon
the sun. This would be a continual reminder to them
that the two systems of worship could have nothing in
common.

Notwithstanding all this, it can be plainly seen in the
Bible that as often as the people apostatized irom the
Lord and turned their backs upon him, they turned to
the worship of the sun.

Nor was this sun-worship confined to the nations
prior to the coming of Christ. It was the prevailing reli-
gion long after his time. And we are told that it was the
plan of some of the Roman emperors to unite all the reli-
gions, including the Christian religion, into one; the sun
to be the central object of adoration, Thus we read of
Elagabalus, the Roman emperor: “I1f we may believe the
biographies on the Augustan history, a more ambitious
scheme had dawned upon the mind of the emperor. The
Jewish, the Samaritan, even the Christian, religions were
to be fused and recast into one great system, of which the
sun was to be the centralobject of adoration.”—Milman’s
History of Christianity.

Later the ambition of this emperor was accomplished
to the extent that even before the beginning of the foursh
century Christianity had united itself to paganism in the
worshiping of the sun.

This may appear strange to many who have been
taught to look to the early “fathers” for example. But
it is nevertheless true.

Even of Christianity of the second century, Mosheim,.
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in his Church History says: ‘It is certain that to reli-
gious worship, both public and private, many rites were
added without necessity,and to the great offense of sober
and good men. This was because the Christians did not
wish to appear inferior to the Greeks, the Romans, and
the other people.” ‘

The simplicity of the worship that the Christians
offered to the Deity was such that they were by the pa-
gans pronounced Atheists. And tosilence this accusation
the Christian doctors thought they must introduce some
-external rites which would strike the sense of the people;
so that théy could maintain that they really had all
those things of which Christians were charged with being
-destitute, though under different form. So that it is
said. “A large part of the Christian observances
-and institutions, even in this century had the aspect of
the pagan mysteries.”

What connection all this had with the prevailing
sun-worship may be seen from the following: ‘“Nearly all
the people of the East, before the Christian era, were
accustomed to worship with their faces directed towards
the sunrising; for they all believed that God, whom they
supposed to resemble light, or rather to be light, and
whom they limited as to place, had his residence in that
part of the heavens were the sunrises., When they be-
came Christians, they rejected, indeed, the erroneous
belief; but the custom which originated from it, and was
very ancient and universally prevalent, they retained.
Nor to this hour has it been wholly laid aside.”’

The above quotation from Mosheim will also show
that the then prevailing Christianity had become so
-effeminate and weak, that when they left the grosser
forms of paganism, onbecoming Christians, they retained
some practices that were ‘‘very ancient and universally
prevalent.”

The foregoing quotations pertain to the second cen-
-tury of the Christian era.

Of the third century, during the reign of Diocletian,
Milman says: ‘“From Christianity, the new paganism had
-adopted the unity of the Deity, and scrupled not to de-
grade all the gods of the older world into subordinate
demons or ministers. Bat the Jupiter Optiinus
Maximus was not the great supreme of the new system.
The universal -deity of the East, the sun, to the philo-
sophic, was the emblem or representative; to the vulgar,
the deity. Diocletian himself, though he paid so much
deference to the-older faith as to assume the title of
Jovius. as belonging to the Lord of the world, yet, on his
accession, when he would exculpate himself from all con-
<ern in the murder of his predecessor Numerian, appealed
1in the face of the army to the all-seeing deity of the sun.
It is the oracle of Apollo of Miletus consulted by the hes-
itating emperor, which is to decide the fate of Christian-
ity. The metaphorical language of Christianity had
-unconsciously lent strength to this new adversary; and
in adoring the visible orb, some no doubt supposed that
they were not departing far from the worship of the ‘Sun
of Rightéousness.””’

This proves what has already been stated—that Chris-
tianity had united with paganism on sun worship.

With all this there came in the Sunday—‘‘so called
because the day was anciently dedicated to the sun, or to
its worship” (Webster), “the wild solar holiday of all
pagan times”—and finally displaced the Sabbath of the
Bible—the seventh day.

NP

*“Not to Condemn.” |

By Rev. F. I/I> Aweling. )

CHRIST came not to condemn the world, but that the
world through him might be saved. Let us beware lest
we play the Pharisee, and glibly condemn our fellow-
creatures instead of trying to win them by mercy unto
the Lord. We frail, feeble, faulty mortals have no right
t0 condemn anyone. Our condemnations are such hypo-
critical performances. One man condemns his drunken
brother in the harshest manner, when all the while he is
ags much the slave of avarice as his brother is of drink;
when, pechaps, one of the strongest metives for his ab-
stinence from liquor is a mercenary one; when perhaps
he keeps from drink more for the sake of economy than
from any higher motive.

One man glibly condemns his brother for telling lies
because he himself has no temptation in that direction,
and yet he himself is as close-fisted as a miser. Another
condemns the foolish, youthful pursuit of pleasure and
worldliness, when he himself is too old to have any temp-
tation that way, while all the time he is as tricky as
tricky can be in business transactions. Another con-
demns his gambling brother, when perhaps he would
gamble himself if he could only be sure of winning, and
not losing his much loved gold.

If we only look honestly into our hearts we find so
much that is shaky, so much that is faulry, that we can-
not consistently condemn our brethren. We can only
rejoice with joy unspeakable that Christ does not con-
demn us if we are truly penitent.

‘Who now shall accuse and arraign us?
‘What man shall econdemn and disown ?

Since Chrigt bas said only the stainless
Shall cast at his fellows a stoue.

For what man can bare us his bosomn,
And touch with his forefinger there,

And say, ““’Tis as snow, as a blossom’ ?
Beware of the stainless, beware.

NP

THE Herald and Presbyter, a wellknown Presbyte-
rian journal, says that “The fourth commandment en-
joins industry and thoroughness. For six days we are
to labor, and during this time we are to do all our work.
Anything less than this is idleness and neglect. The
man who falls short here does not keep this command-
ment.”’

This «being so, how then can Presbyterians support
Sunday laws, which would compel conscientious observ-
ers of the seventh day to rest two days in the week, uniess
they should abandon their - conscientious convictions.
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By their own statement of the case—if this journal rep-
resents Bresbyterian belief—a Sunday law would compel
an observer of the seventh day to break the fourth com-
mandment. And by the Lord’s statement of the case, the
seventh day, and not the first, is the Sabbath, and is to
be observed by all persons who would respect the moral
law.

—_

Americanism.

Y

““The Christian Register,” May 12.

Trae American people are rapidly coming to the part-
ing of the ways which lead, the one to the highest ideals
of the republic, the other to prizes which are attractive
but mercenary. Frederika Bremer said, hall a century
ago, after visiting the United States, that our people
seemed to be marching in a procession, carrying on their
banners the symbols of lofty ideals of which they had
forgotten the meaning. This was true only in seeming.
Every great struggle through which our nation passes
brings out anew the great ideas upon which the fathers
founded the republic. But at every such crisis in our his-
torycomes the temptation tolower thoughts and meaner
ambitions..

Our first brilliant success at the Philippine Islands
has brought into view with startling suddenness un-
American ideas of our place among the nations and our
mission to the world. Already we begin to talk about
buying and selling a nation, as if seven millions of people
in the Philippine Islands were of no more importance
‘than a bale of cotton. With the capture of that Spanish
colony, some of the gravest problems, not merely of
diplomacy, but of common humanity, will rush upon the
minds of our statesman.

The majority of the inhabitants of these islands be-
long to the yellow and black races. Shall we accept the
principle upon which “the great powers” act, and, seeing

that they are not capable of intelligent self- government, .

treat them as simply a prize of war? Nothing could be
more un-American and degrading to our people than
such a treatment of a foreign race. .

An American idea of great value is that the United
States is set to guard the liberties of the American con-
tinent, to see to it that there shall be here no arbitrary
rule of a foreign power. To maintain this high position
-as umpire and guardian, it has been our policy to abstain
" from entanglement in the political affairs of the other
three-quarters of the globe. But nowsome of our states-
men see ourfortunes written large, as they think of Cuba,
Hawaii, and the Philippines as American possessions to
be exploited for the benefit of our manufactures and our
commerce. The very conception is un-American. It be-
longs to a ‘‘strong government.”” The word ‘“‘empire”
only befits it. When once we have committed ourselves
to such an idea of aggrandizement, we must take our
place beside the great empires of Russia, Germany, and
England. With “empire” goes of necessity “emperor.”

The French Republic seems for the moment to be an
exception, and yet the perils which surround the Presi-
dent’s chair are things which come from military rule.
The freedom of France is to-day threatened by the army,
which is necessary, not merely for her defence, but for the
maintenance of her empire in Africa and Asia. Acry
which almost instinctively come to the lips of a French
military man when the mob assembles in the streets of
Paris is, “Vive 'Empereur!”

Cincinnatus should set the United States its example,
Aghe returned to his plough when his campaigns were
ended, so should the United States, after striking a man-
ful blow for human liberty, retire to the pursuits of peace-
and the liberal arts of republican sympathy. There is

‘nothing which would so ennoble our own people, nothing

which would so increase our influence among the nations,
as such a spectacle of self control. As Washington re
fused to be king, s0 must America refuse to join the part
nership of the giants who are dividing among themselves
the spoils of the hali-civilized world.

Our American policy has been interference in foreign
affairs for good cause, followed always by a promptwith-
drawal when our work was done. Mr. Tiffany calls at-
tention to the part played by the United States abroad,
illustrating this policy. Our Government destroyed that
nest of pirates in the Mediterranean Sea. It abolished
the tolls at the mouth of the Baltic, claiming that the
seas were the highways of all nations. It opened to the
world the ports of Japan. These things were done with-
out expectation of reward.

A still more brilliant and telling illustration of our
American policy of disinterested intervention in the name
of liberty and justice may be found in the case of Kos-
suth. He sought refuge in Turkey after the Revolation
of 1848. His extradition was demanded by Austria and

“Russia. The sultan offered to protect him if he would

become 2 Mohammedan; but, in accordance with a reso-
lution of our Senate, the war steamer “Mississippi” de-
manded him at the hands of the Turks, and brought him
to the United States as the guest of the nation. That is
an example of true Americanism.

<4«

A Loxpox journal reports these words from the
Bishop of Marlborough, spoken recently in allusion to
the martial agpect of affairs throughout the world. They
are the words of one who distinguishes between Christian-
ity and ‘“‘patriotism”:—

“Look out upon the world from Klondyke to Rhode-
sia, and from the banks of the Niger to the Far East
where the four Christian vultures, Russia, England, Ger-
many, and France. are gloating over the moribund Em-
pire of China, claiming it not for Christ, the Master of the
Nations, but passionately claiming it for commercial
purposes. Mammon, Mammon, Mammon! Can your
Christian consciences be satisfied with the aspectof things
represented by those Christian wvultures, not having
claimed China for Christ, but for cotton or gold?”’
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THE other day—Sunday—we listened to a discourse
by one of the best known ministers of this city, based
upon the text, “Be ye also ready.” The words are a
part of the solemn admonition of the Saviour to his fol-
lowers with reference to the time of his return again to
earth, to reward the just and bring dJoom to the wicked.
For that most solemn event we are to be ready; we are
to have our “loins girded about,” and our “lights burn-
ing,” and to be waiting for the return of the “nobleman”
from the “far country.”

*
* *

A D1scOURsE with this thought as its theme would
have been most timely. It would have been spiritual
meat to his congregation, upon whom, in common with
80 many others in the church as well as out.of it, the
great day of God is coming unawares; nigh at hand even
now, and stealing on like the thief with muffled tread in
the gloom of night. It would have set before them the
matter of their highest possible concern.

*
* *

But what did this preacher say? What were they
told to be ready for? Oh, it was to be ready to invade
Spain with an army of 500,000 men! They were to be
ready to fight, so that they—or the nation—could en-
force its demands in the face of the opposition of other

powers.

*
* *

'WE mention this as a sample of the way in which min-
isters who profess to speak the words of Christ are feed-
ing with chaff the people who are perishing for want of
bread. Words of Scripture have no force when separated
from the theme to which they plainly relate.

*
* *

THE leading organ of the Methodist Church in this
country—the Christian Advocate, of this city—in its issue
of May 5, lays down the law for the people of the country

\ regarding expressions of opinion upon the war. All who
are opposed to the war, it says, must keep their views to
themselves, or at the most indulge them only to their
families and intimate friends. Anything more than this
is denounced as savoring of treason.

*®
* *

It sounds a little strange for a religious journal to
come out with a pronouncement upon such a matter, es-

war.

pecially before the Government has thought it necessary
to say anything on the subject; but it is only a natural
result of the growth of the religio-political spirit which
has become so marked a feature of the times. When the
church goes into politics, she goes in to lead in that as

‘she does in religious things, and in the natural course of

events she soon assumes to lead the government itself.
The extent of the prohibition which-the Advocateassumes
t0 lay-upon the people may be seen from the following:—

“Nothing short of silence meets the conditions of
patriotism. If one shall say, ‘How can I be silent when
I believe the war unecalled for, sinful, unjust?’ the answer
is, ‘Let every soul be subject to the higher powers; the
powers that be are ordained of God.” The subjects of
this Governmen* must obey it.” ‘

*
* P

It is, then, declared by this leading organ of the
Methodist Church in America, that it is the duty of every
person, to obey the command of the civil power, in that
which he believes to be unjust and SINFUL! A strange
position, truly, to be taken by a journal which calls itself
Christian!

And this only illustrates what becomes of the Chris-
tianity of the church which goes into politics.

*
* *

Wz have said, and shall continue to say, that we re-
gard war—all war that is fought with carnal weapons—
as wrong. But mark, we do not say this from a political
standpoint. We speak from the standpoint of Christian-
ity. We do not say the Government should not go to
We do not pretend to advise the Government, or
any political body, as to what they should do and how
they should do it, save only that they should keep
the state separate from the church; and we say that on
the authority of God’s Word. We say it because it is a
Christian principle. :

*
* *

LET civil governments, and all non-Christian bodies
and individuals attend to political matters as they see
fit. War is a political measure, and whether it is justifi-
able or not, as such, we do not pretend to say. Let the
question be settled by the authorities in whose province
such things belong. And let those whose opposition to
war is political, be governed by the decision of those in
political authority. We have nothing to say on that -
point. But we do say that war is not Christian. A great
deal is being said by ministers and religious journals to
the effect that the war with Spain is Christian; that it is
a “holy war,” etc. We say that it is not Christian, and
that no person can engage in it and be a Christian while
doing so. Christianity is not carnal warfare; its weapons

‘are not carnal, but spiritual. This is plain Bible doctrine;

and when the church denies it, and then says that those
who hold it as such must not proclaim it, but must be
enjoined therefrom by the civil power, it shows plainly
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enough that the church has become a political, and has
ceased to be a Christian, organization. It may be that
the Methodist Church would not endorse this utterance
of its leading representative journal; we hope so. But
these are times when things are being said and done
which give occasion for the most serious thinking; that
much is certain. And we hope that this thinking is being
done by the observing, seriously-minded people of this

nation.

*
% *

NEWSPAPER report states that the plan is being con-
sidered of employing magnetic preachers to visit the
 camps of the soldiers engaged in the war and talk to the
men for the purpose of counteracting the effect of the
moral evils which naturally attend the life of a soldier in
active service. Doubtless much good will be accomplished
if the plan ean be carried into effect. But the greatest
difficulty of all, we think, will be that of convincing men
that they ought to abstain from all evil ways, at the
same time that they are taught that it is their duty to
kill their fellow men. Somehow men who take their guns
and shoot other men down in battle—men against whom
they have no personal grievance at all—cannot feel over
serupulous with regard to deeds which injure their fellow-
men to a less extent. There is a natural instinct against
taking life which cannot be blunted without disastrous
moral effect,

*
* *

TeE Madrid c&rresponden‘o of the New York Evening
Post, writes that the war is st»rc;ngly supported by reli-
gious sentiment in Spain. ‘“Patriotic demonstrations,”
- he says, f‘are reported to have occurred everywhere.
Special religious services of prayer, day and night, are
being organized for the success of the Spanish arms.”
Doubtless they think in Spain even as strongly as people
do here—perhaps even more so—that the war is a “holy
war,” and doubtless “patriotism’ coincides as fully with
“religious duty” there as here. Itiscustomary in war
for both sides to go to the conflict calling heaven to wit-
ness to the justice of their cause, and professing an im-
plicit reliance upon the favoring assistance of the Omnip-
otent. Of course, at least one side of the controversy
must be mistaken and suffer defeat; but mankind seems
never able to learn the lesson taught by such an experi-

ence.

*
* *

CHAPLAINS in the United States navy are regular offi-
cials of the Government, like any other persons who fill
positions by virtue of governmental appointment. -And
to be eligible to such offiee, it is required by the Govern-
ment that they ‘“must be, upon appointment, ordained
men, and in good standing in their respective commun-
ions.” And yet there is an article of the Constitution of
the United States which plainly says that “No religious
test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office
or public trust under the United States.” As religious

fitness—real or supposed—is made the primary qualifica-
tion in all such appointments, it is perfectly plain that
everysuch appointment is ayiolation of the Constitution,
the fundamental law of the land.

And this plain violation of the fundamental law is
demanded by, and made in deference to, the papal prin-
ciple that religion and the state should be united.

>4
4

Sunday-Law Exemptions in Maine.

EvenTs of recent ocecurrence in the city of Lewiston,
Me., throw more light upon the nature of the exemption
for seventh-day observers, which is usually contained in
the state laws for the observance of Sunday. And very
interesting to such people is the court decisionfrom which
this new light comes. The matter is reported in the
Boston Globe,of May 8. Speaking of the closing of busi-
ness places in Lewiston on Sunday the Globe says:—

“Two or three of these places are kept by Hebrews,
who have closed their placesregularly from sunset Friday
night until sunset on Saturday, and have therefore
claimed the right to keep open on Sunday, but most of
them have been kept by people who, whether Hebrews or
Christians, have made no pretense of closing on any day
of the week. ~

“A test case of the former was brought this week in
the municipal court. Herman I. Berman, a Hebrew, who
has conscientiously closed his store every Friday night
for the last five years, and kept it closed until sunset of
Saturday, and then opened it all day Sunday, was brought
before Judge Cornish, of the municipal court.

“He claimed that section 23 of chapter 124 of the re-
vised statutes, which provides that ‘no person conscien-
tiously believing that the seventh day of the week ought
to be observed as the Sabbath, and actually refraining
from secular business and labor on that day, is liable
to the penalties for doing such business or labor on the
first day of the week, if he does not disturb other per-
sons,’” applied to him and released him from the penalties
provided for the transaction of business on Sunday.

“The court held, however, that the provisions of this
section, while it permitted him to labor and transact
business for himself, did not permit him to open his shop
Sunday and solicit business from the general public, and
fined him $10 and costs.

“Mr. Berman appealed to the Supreme Court. But it
is understood that his counsel has since advised him to
pay his fine and keep closed in the future, as the prece-
dents are clearly against him, the question having been
decided in precisely similar cases in Massachusetts in
accordance with Judge Cornish’s ruling.”

In the light of this decision, it can be clearly seen that
no exemption can be relied on to shield an individual
from attack by those who, moved by the spirit of reli-
gious prejudice and intolerance, are determined to over-
ride it. Religious animosity always finds a way to reach
its mark; and Christians need not expect that a different
order of things will ever prevail in this world.

THE shortest crop this yearseems to bethe peacecrop.
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A Conflict of Centuries.

Ax editorial in The Qutlook, of May 14, presents
some interesting ideas relative to the historical signifi-
cance of the war with Spain. The writer points out that
the present conflict is but the breaking out in acute form
of a struggle that has been going on for centuries be-
tween Spanish and Anglo-Saxon civilization,—a conflict
involving the destiny of the world,—the first great
act in which was the attempt of Philip II. and his Spanish
armada to overthrow Protestant England.

“The war now being waged,” says the writer, ““is the
end of the campaign which began in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth. It is thelast act in the great drama which
stirred the world when little England faced the immense
power of Spain on the high seas, and English pluck, skill,
and audacity nobly dared and won, as did American
pluck, skill, and audacity at Manila. Between Anglo-
Saxon and Spanish civilization there is an irrepressible
conflict. The differences are not merely in habit, dress,
and taste; they are divergences of principle so funda-
mental that they cannot co-exist in the same quarter of
the globe. The two civilizations. are mutually antago-
nistic at every important point in eivil, religious, and
social ideas; wherever they meet they are compelled by
their very nature to close in a death struggle.

“That struggle began when America was discovered,
and it will be ended only when the last Spanish official
leaves the shore of the New World. Martin Luther nailed
his theses on the door of the church in Wittemberg in the
same year in which Spanish troopers were exploring and
conquering Central America. In the struggle for religious
and civil freedom which the Reformation inaugurated,
Spain stood for merciless and arbitrary suppression of
freedom of faith, worship, action, and thought. The im-
placable bigotry of the Spanish priest has left anindelible
image in the memory of Christendom. England and the
Low Countries fought not for their own existence alone;
they waged a war for humanity. All the dearest inter-

ests of the race were in their keeping; and nobly did they .

guard the spiritual and civie life of the future. Theheroie
figure of Drake stands out, despite his faults, like a min-
ister of light against the relentless and saturnine genius
of Philip II.

“In that struggle for the right to live, breathe, think,
and worship, England and the Low Countries fought
. against great odds. Spain had the treasuries of the New
World at her hand, and she set the New World against
the Old. When she was driven out of the Netherlands in
1609, she had already taken from this continent hun-
dreds of millions in gold and silver, and had spent the
greater part of it in the futile endeavor to annihilate
Protestantism, and with it civil and religious liberty.
The great English sailors:saw early that the only way to
destroy the power of Spain was to destroy the sources of
her revenue, and it is to the foresight as well as courage
of such men as Drake that the English-speaking peoples

in all parts of the world to-day largely owe their freedom

and their prosperity. The indomitable admiral ‘singed
the King of 8pain’s beard’ on both sides of the continent,
and his name became a terror in that far Pacific which
had until his coming been like an inland sea of Spain.
“Out of that deadly conflict Spain emerged erippled
and maimed., The Dutch had taken her Eastern posses-

sions, and the English had secured the conditions neces-
sary for English supremaecy on the American continent.
For the fate of America hung in the balance when the
armada sailed; if Philip had crushed England, no English-
speaking colony would have been planted in the Western
World. ‘The defeat of the invincible armada,” says
Mr. Fiske, ‘was the opening event in the history of the
United States. It was the event which made all the rest
possible.””’ ‘

L S S

Make a Note of This.

Ar1 advoceates of Sunday sacredness; all zealous op-
posers of Sunday labor; all who believe and teach that -
God favors those who show special regard for Sunday,
and frowns upon those who desecrate it; all who main-
tain that God will prosper this nation in proportion as
it honors Sunday by enacting Sunday laws, closing all
places of secular business, stopping all work in navy
yards and other government works on that day; but
that on the contrary he will not fight for them in their
Battles, nor prosper them otherwise ualess they do thus
exalt the man-made institution of Sunday as a holy rest
day, should make careful note of the fact that the most
important event and victory for the United States
forces in the present conflict thus far, the destruction
of the Spanish fleet at Manila, occurred May 1st, on a
Sunday. ‘

This circumstance would not appear so peculiarly
.noteworthy were it not for the universal exultation in
the victory and praise for the man who led in it, equally
by these zealous advocates of Sunday sacredness as by
others, and without even a protest heard against such a
battle being fought upon Sunday, so long as the victory
was ours. Had the issues of theengagement been reversed
we, no doubt, would have heard much from these people
giving as a reason for the defeat the fact that the en-
counter was upon Sunday, and therefore the Lord could
not prosper our forces. But the glory of conquest, the
spirit of pride and boastfulness over an enemy, for the
moment outshine and eclipse ;the sentiment of religious
regard for the day, whose only sanctity, at best, is that
with which man has attempted to invest it.

And what could more conclusively show that the
glory and honor claimed for and bestowed upon the
Sunday is but on a par and of the same character, in
principle, with the glory and honor conferred upon the
warrior and conqueror in human warfare, viz., the glory
in and honor to men?

“Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in
his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let
him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth
and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise lov-
ingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth:
for in these things' I delight, saith the Lord.” Jer.9:
23, 24. E. W. WriTNEY.

Boulder, Colo.
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Studies in Freneh History.—22.

“O ProressoR Carmax!” began Milly Brown, “I
have thought so much of the dreadful state of affairs you
were telling us about in our last study! Please tell us if
the poor, outraged peasants had things their own way
very long.”

“I see your sympathy goes with the poor serfs, Milly,”
answered her teacher, with a smile, “and I cannot blame
you for feeling pity for them, for although they certainly
did at this time some acts of great cruelty, their provo-
cation was so great, that, looking back, aswe now do,
over a number of centuries, we are inclined more to pity
than to censure them. But to answer your question more
directly, No. Though at first the aristocracy seemed to
be too dazed to fight back, they soon aroused from their
stupor, and the vengeance. which they wreaked upon the
peasants was terrible.”

“What did they do to them, teacher?’’ asked Jennie
Jacobs.

“It is not always best, I think, Jennie, to describe
too minutely such scenes of horror,” said Professor Car-
man, “sowewill let it suffice to say that they were hunted
down likewild beasts, and it was not long before a death-
like quiet in their old homes told the story of their miser-
able fate more eloquently than words could do.

“King John, you will remember, wasstill in England,;
for his ransom money had not yet been paid. But after

a deal of diplomacy, Edward finally allowed him to go.

home again if he would leavehissecond son, as assurance
that it would be paid.”

“It is something like Simeon’s being left in Egypt as
a pledge that his brother Benjamin should be brought to
Joseph,”’ said Julia March.

‘“Yes, only in this instance, unlike Sirﬁeon, Louis, the
son left in England, managed to escape. He considered
liberty more to be desired than the honor of keeping his
word—which iy quite doubtful, T am sure, even m time of
“What did King John do then, I wonder?” asked
Charlie White, eagerly. .

“He did a very strange and unexpected thing indeed.
He voluntarily returned and delivered himself up to Ed-
ward again, which deed ought tohave made the sneaking
son quite ashamed of himself. I think John must have
had a very high sense of honor, for he said that ‘good
faith ought to be found in the heart of kings if nowhere
else.””

f

“Did Edward receive him kindly?”’

“Yes, with every demonstration of kindness, but John
died shortly after his return to England as a royal pris-
oner, and the dauphin, or Charles the Wise, took his
place, in 1364.

“That’s right, Joseph; I am glad to see you making
a note of this date. Ihope none of you will forget your
pencils and notebooks, and then at the close of these
chats on French history, you will each have a little his-
tory of your own, which you yourselves have wiitten.

“Charles did not have very good health, and he
looked so thin and pale that people did not think he
would amount to very much in the way of governing.
Then besides his own natural ill health, he took a dose
of poison which was treacherously given him by his own
cousin. Yet still he lived, and as it turned out finally, he
knew better how to govern France than his father had,
and Edward II1., who stiil lived, counted him as one of
his most dangerous enemies: About this time, Charles
sent his great general, Du Guesclin, to help conquor the
king of Spain, Pedro the Cruel, who was finally driven
from Spain, into Bordeaux, which the Black Prince of
England had taken possession of.”

““Was the Black Prince able to hold this conquered
territory of France very long?’’ asked Will Palmeter.

““No; the peoplerebelled againsthiscruelty and unjust
taxation; and as his health had faili d, after a few years
he went back home to England to die. Meantime, the
brave Du Guesclin kept fighting to win baek French ter-
ritory which Edward and the Black Prince had taken
away. But it was not destined that he should live to
enjoy the fruits of his hard-earned victories, for a fever
laid him low, and he died just as a place he was besieging
was about to surrender; for the man who commanded )
the fortress having given an oath to surrender on a cer-
tain day if help did not arrive from England, kept his
word by pulling down his flag, and solemnly marching
out with his men, and laying his keys upon the breast of
the dead warrior.”

“Well, that’s what I call honmable » gaid Joe Pal-

meter,

“Tt was indeed; and it is refreshing to learn of deeds
like this occasionally, in those dark days, when it some-
times seemed that integrity and honor were perished.

“Now what practical lesson can we learn from the
talk to-day?”’ asked the teacher.

“We ought to learn,for one thing,”” said Julia March,
“that to tell the truth and be honest-hearted, is more
noble than anything else, and that trutheven in a prison
is better than liberty—"’

“Yes,—even in g palace,” echoed Joe Palmeter.

“I would be glad to have Charlie White make a note
of everything he can learn concerning the duties of
knights, how they were educated, ete., and bring it in and
read to us what he has written at our next study,” said
the teacher, giving Charlie a kindly smile, as they
marched from the class-room.

Mgs. L. D. AVERY-STUTTLE.
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An Image to the Beast.

“CHARLIE, for whatpurpose was the two-horned beast
to call down fire from heaven?”’

“To deceive those that dwell on the earth,” said
Charlie.

“With this manifestation, what does he command
men to do?”’

Charlie opened to Rev. 13 and read, “Saying to them
that dwell on the earth that they should make an image
to the beast.”

“Now, Charlie, what is an image?”’

“Why, it’s a likeness, a, resemblance.”

“Then as we are dealing with symbols, and have lo-
cated the beast as a symbol of the papacy, what would
making an image to the beast mean?”

“Making something like the papacy.”

“And what was the papacy?”

“It was a union of church and state, or a system by
which men who served God in opposition to unjust stat-
utes, were dealt with as malefactors.

“Why, mama, that is the way Jesus was dealt with.
In our worship this morning I read the verse that says,
‘If he were not a malefactor we would not have delivered
him unto you.’”

“Yes, the Jews represented the religious factor, and
the Romans the law. But as a civil power Rome found
no fault with Jesus. Neither would any civil power
within its legitimate sphere, find any fault with Christ’s
followers. But Jesus was crucified for his Godlikeness.
The accusation was, that he made himself theSon of God.
Yet his crucifixion was not counted persecution by Rome.
The tortures of the Inquisition have been justified by the
papacy, because the persecutors had worked until their
malignity to the followers of Christ could be gratified in
the name of law. The events of our own day show that
men are following in the same cruelty-beaten track, and
the beast in men is saying, ‘Let us make an image to the
beast.” Let us make religious laws thathaveno right to
a place among civil laws—laws that conflict with men’s
rights and the plain statements of God’s Word, in order
that we may afftict those who are loyal to God,and do it
in the name of law, to place them before the world as
malefactors. But shall not the Judge of all the earth
do right? God will be able to see and to sweep away the
refuge of lies.”

“But, mama, the mass of the people who will be led
into this kind of iniquity will be ignorant of the real pur-
pose of the movement.”

“We will talk of that another time. I want to ask
you if this movement for the union of church and state
will simply end in talk,—end in placing upon our statute
books dead-letter laws? Please read the next verse.”

“And he had power to give life unto the image of the
beast, that he should both speak, and cause that asmany
as would not worship the image of the beast should be
killed.” , .

“You remember Jesus said that the servant was not

greater than his Lord. He said, if they have persecnted
me, they will persecute you also. Many of the religious
and scientific teachers of to-day contend that the world
is growing better. Though they have to face appalling
records of growing crime, see poverty increasing and
wealth growing unfeeling, look upon allnations as a huge
armament, and see a fallen church suing for civil power,
yeb they soothe men’s fears by crying ‘peace and safety.’
They scoff at the Word of God that declares evil men and
seducers shall wax worse and worse, and that the last
days are to be perilous. They declare that the spirit of
the Dark Ages has departed, that never again will perse-
cution stain the hands of men. But the infallible Word
declares that ‘all who will live godly in Christ Jesus shall

suffer persecution.’”

“And. so, mama, do you think that the followers of
Christ before this age closes will be killed for their faith?”’

“The prophecy declares that the decree of death will
certainly be passed upon them. There are other script-
ures that we will examine later that indicate that a su-
pernatural deliverance will hinder the fulfillment of the
death warrant. But you may read on in the prophecy.”

“‘And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and

, poor, free and bond, to receive & mark in their righthand

or in their foreheads; and that no man might buy or
sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast,
or the number of his name.””’

“The mark that men will be required to receive is not
a literal mark. We have found the prophet speaking in
symbolical language all along. It is a mark that is
received in the mind, something that is assented to and
received by belief. It is also to be received in the right
hand. Those who do not assent to it in their minds, will
nevertheless yield the hand for its requirement. Now
whose mark is it, Charlie?”’

““The mark of the beast.”

“Yes. It is the sign or mark of the authority and
nature of the beast. We have located the beast as the
papacy, and have already proved that Sunday observ-
ance is claimed by the Catholic Church as a mark of her
authority. It is certainly a sign of the nature that seeks
but its own gratification. In presuming to changeGod’s

law, of which Jesus said, not one jot or tittle should pass

till heaven and earth passed, we can see that the papacy
has set aside the authority of God and exalted itself
above God. God is love, and in setting aside God, they
have set aside love. Love is spiritual, and in setting
aside love, they have set aside thespiritual,and the thing
that is left is the carnal mind. But the carnal mind is
enmity against God, it is ‘not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be.” The characteristic of the beast
is made manifest in self indulgence, self-exaltation, in
outward display, in enmity toward those who stand
loyal to God, who are in harmony with his nature. So.
in substituting Sunday, the first day of the week, for the
Sabbath, the seventh day, they have substituted the
mark of the nature and authority of the beast. The au-
thority of the beast is the authority that is backed up
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by force. The prophet now declares that they will not be
" content with mere substitution, but will insist on the en-
forcement of the mark in the forehead and hands of men.
There are millions of people who will receive Sunday ob-
gervance as a matter of belief, but there will be millions
of others who will know there "is no divine authority for
its observance, who will yet refrain from labor on that
day in obedience to law, thus opening their hands for the
mark of the beast.

“Now, Charlie, read the methods that will be tried for
its general enforcement.”

*“That no man might buy or sell save hethat had the
mark, or thename of the beast, or the number of his
name,” read Charlie.

“Yes. Such a proceeding as this described would be
called what in these days?”’

“Boycott,” said Charlie.

‘““We know that the way for this method of penalty is
already prepared. The day will certainly come when the
boycott will be made use of against those who will not
receive the mark of thebeast in theirforeheads or in théir
hands. Heavier and heavier penalties will be enforced
against those who keep the Sabbath of the Lord, and
who cannot countenanece the observanee of Sunday, until
the death penalty is decreed.” )

“0O mama, I had no idea we were living so close to
such trials; but the faet that God has foretold the
order of events, is proof that he will enable us to endure
unto the end.”

“Yes, Charlie; Jesus says, ‘My grace is sufficient,” and
‘as thy day thy strength shall be.””

“Mama, I now see how that Christ himself must be in
his followers, or they will never stand the test.”’

“He is, and he will be in his children, and nothing
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is
in Christ Jesus. He says, ‘When thou'passest through
the waters I will be with thee.” The brief conflict will end
in everlasting deliverance.” F. B.
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THE richest man in the world is he
who has a sound body and a sound
character. And God means that
every person shall have both.

SoME interesting facts relative to
the driit of the nation away from
Anmerican principles of government,
are set forth in the article on ‘““Amer-
icanism” (see p. 311). There ismore
of serious import in such facts than
the writer is willing to admit.

APPROPRIATIONS for the war made
by the Government have “footed up”
thus far to about $200,000,000.
. The Secretary of the Treasury, it is
gaid, figures on an expenditure of
$25,000,000 monthly after July 1 till
the war is ended.

. At the great papal jubilee held in
this city a few days ago, one speaker
made what some Protestants have
said was a ‘‘good point,”’” by men-
tioning that the starving reconcen-
trados in Cuba were Catholics as well
as the Spanish; and hence entitled to
the sympathy and aid of Catholice in
this country. Very true; but Catho-
lics here did nothing in behalf of these
poor people until the United States
Government took action in the mat-
ter against Spain. It was plainly
the attitude of the Government that
developed this sudden interest on
their part in the poor reconcentra-
dos.

AN interesting decision was ren-
dered the other day up in Maine on
the question of exemptions in the law
for Sunday observance (see p. 313).
The reader will remember that re-
cently in Plainfield, N. J., where sev-
enth-day observers are exempt by
State law, the authorities decided
that such persons might work omn

Sunday provided it was done so se-

cretly that nobody would know of it.
~ They might keep open store on Sun-
day, if it was done with doors closed

and windows curtained. This was
the way the authorities construed
the exemption there. And now a
Maine court has passed upon the
same question and announces that
seventh-day  storekeepers in that
State must close up on Sundays, be-
cause while they may do work them-
selves under the exemption, they are
not allowed by it to cause others to
work. It is a queer decision, but it
is very instructive, in a way.

MomEeNnTOUS results have already
developed from  the war, apart alto-
gether from the field of its opera-
tions. This country—nay, all Eu-
rope—will never be after the war
what it was before; this much is evi-
dent even now. The policies of all
the Powers will be different. An
Anglo Saxonalliance is foreshadowed
—is indeed already a virtual fact;
and the other great powers realize
that they must shape their plans to
meet it. The papacy also .is taking
a hand in the matter and manipulat-
ing schemes which have vast possi-
bilities behind them. This little war,
in short, is big enough to most pro-
foundly affect the history of the
world.

Tae Spanish forces in Cuba are
hard pressed for means of subsist-
ence, and the Cuban forces are re-
ported to be almost destitute of pro-
visions. Under such circumstances
the condition of the non-combatants
can be imagined; and unless relief
reaches them 'soon, not many of them
will be left to reap the benefits which
it was supposed the war was tobring
them.

INTERNAL disturbances almost as
serious as those which are shaking
the throne of Spain, have broken out
in Italy. At Milan, the center of the
disorder, a pitched battle was re-
ported between the rioters and the
troops, resulting in terrible loss of
life. It is asserted as a truth which
‘the Italian authorities are doing their
utmost to keep quiet, that parts of
Italy are in a state of actual revolu-
tion. In omne province—Tuscany—
martial law has been declaved.

_ply the deficiency.

And there is distress in other parts
of Burope besides Italy. France, al-
most simultaneously with Italy and
Spain, gave notice of distress among
her people by suspending the import
duties on wheat and other grains.
The wheat crop in Europe has been
a short one; and Europe, in such a
case, looks largely to America to sup-
But on account
of the war, the importations from
America are greatly restricted; and
the effect of the war is felt by some of
the nations of Europe almost as
severely as would be the case were
they engaged in war themselves.
This is one reason why Europe does
not want the war to continue, and
would intervene if she could do so
with good prospect of success.

In one way or another, it is war
that is at the bottom of the distress
in Europe everywhere. Italy has for
years been staggering under the ter-
rible incubus put on her by the
“Triple Alliance.” She was bound
by it to maintain an enormous ar:
mament; the result being quite satis-
factory to Germany—the chief party
in the alliance—but most distressing
to the poor Italians. It was like a
poor man joining a rich man’s club;
in the endeavor to keep pace with
them he only makes himself poorer
than ever. The money of the peor
people that should have been spent
for bread has been spent for muni-
tions of war.

It is getting to be with the masses
of Europeans very much as it was
with a certain body of French knights
some centuries ago in a.battle with
the English. The knights wore ar-
mor so heavy that when they were
unhorsed in the combat they were
unable to remount or to wield their
arms with effect, and were at the
mercy of their opponents. Under the
weight of the vast military arma-
ments, the people of Europe are
hardly able to move, and the protec-
tion they most need is something to

.keep them from being utterly erushed

by the burden of militarism they-are
supporting. Militarism is getting to
be as great a.curse to the civilized
world as rum.
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