S

S\ i
&Mp’/é/

bomincs

oSN

¢

=

%

“JF ANY MAN HEAR MY WORDS, AND BELIEVE NOT, I JUDGE HIM NOZ.”’—Jesus Christ.

VorLuME 13. NEW YORK, AUGUST 25, 1898. NuMBER 33.
“SAavY ye Tae Tow-
not, A con- er of Babel

federacy, to
all them to
whom this
people shall
say, A con-
federacy.”’—
Isa. 8:12.

CHRISTIAN
warfare
aims toslay
gin, but to
gave sin-
ners; but

_carnal war-
fare aims to
kill the sin-
ner in his
sin,

ALL men
want to get
to heaven,
but the
trouble is
with the
great ma-
jority that
they want
to get there
in their own
way.

TaE Tow-
-er of Babel

s GOD'S WAY OF REACHING HEAVEN V8.

MAN'S WAY.

Gop’s way is by the Ladder of Jacob's dream; man’s way is by the Tower of Babel. The structure reared
in the plains of Shinar was symbolical of heathenism in all ages, which seeks to gain heaven by works. Multi-
tudes to-day are striving to mount upwards by a tower of babel. Some rest upon their regpecvability, as did
the Pharisees. Others think to approach God through penance. WMillions are calling for legislation to make
righteousness easy and sin hard; and all over the world is sounded the call for federation, to unite the good
people of the earth im religious and political leagues, which shall sweep away earth’s wrongs and usher in the
millennium. But there is omnly one true way of mounting to the throne of God, and that is by the divine
Ladder upon which Jacob saw the angels ascending and descending,—that Ladder which is the Lord Jesus Christ.

came thro-
ugh human
pride; the
Ladder of
Jacob’s
dream thro-
ugh divine
humility.
KeEeer
your con-
science not
on a gold
basis, but a
truth basis.
I man
could as
cend to hea-
ven by his
own works,
he would
but convert
heaven into
an earth by
going there.

THE worst
fall a man
ever gets is
from the
pinnacle of
his pride;
and theloft-
ier men car-
ry their tow-

-approached as near to heaven as heathenism a.pproaches- er of babel, the worse will be the ruin in which it will fi-

“the righteousness of God.

nally involve them.
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Faith and the Cure of Disease.

Ix a little village on Long Island, a young girl lies
dangerously ill of typhoid fever. When she was pros
trated by the disease, her parents, who were firm believ-
ers in what is called ““faith cure,”’ refused to call & physi-
cian, saying that the proper means for the curing of the’
sick were prayer and the laying on of hands. The child
grew steadily worse until finally, by order of the chair-
man of the village Board of Health, a doctor took the
case in his charge and administered remedies which ap-
pear to have resulted in staying the further progress of
the disease. :

The parents submitted to the authority under which
the doctor proceeded with the case, but regarded his ef-
forts in combating the disease as being altogether un-
called-for, useless, and contrary to faith in God as the
healer of disease.

The case has attracted some notice, and it will no
doubt be thought of by many as representing a contest
between two methods of healing, which differ from each
other on the point of faith in the power of God, and that
healing through faith has been shown to be a delusion.
As a matter of fact there is nothing of this kind in it.

‘ The trouble is with those inclined to this view, and
indeed with people generally, that they are so blind to
spiritual truth that they are not able to see God in the
many ‘“common’’ things in which he has revealed himself
to them. They think of the power of God as something
that must be manifested in some supernatural way, and
unless they can see & miracle of some kind they will not
think they have seen any manifestation of God at all.

Real faith in God sees vastly more than this. Real
faith sees God in the things that he has made. The rem-
edies that are used by the physician to combat disease
in the regular practice of his profession are from the
hand of God. The Creator has placed many such things.
in the earth at the disposal of man, and has given him
the ability to discover many ways in which disease can
be checked by operations based upon the principles of
“natural law,” which is the law of God. All this is from

the Lord as truly as is the power that heals in a “mirac-
ulous’ manner, and faith in God views it as such. It
sees the miraculous power of God, testifying to God’s
love for the human family, in the “common’ things of
every-day experience. It sees God not far off from every
one of us, and that “in him we live, and move, and have

-our being.”

Is it to be expected that God will always pass over
the common remedies which he has provided against dis-
ease, known and used by the ordinary physician, to make
use of some extraordinary way of restoring the sick to
health? That he sometimes does this there can be no
doubt. But having placed many remedies in the hands
of man for such emergencies, it is only reasonable that

-man should use them, and should thus codperate with .

God in the work for physical salvation. Codperation is
a principle of prime importance in the economy of God.

And when man does thus use the natural remedies
God has provided against disease, let him not fail to rec-
ognize the power of God in it the same as if God had seen
fit to interpose in his behalf by some miraculous mani-
festation.

-t

CHRISTIAN enthusiasm cannot be preserved on ice,
even in hot weather.

> -
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Unlimited Power.

WE know from the Word of inspiration that power
*belongeth unto God;’’ that indeed, ‘“‘there is no power
but of God.” Ps. 62:11; Rom. 13:1.

God upholds all things by ‘‘the word of his power.”
Heb. 1:3. “He giveth to all life, and breath, and al}
things,” and “in him we live, and move, and have cur
being.” Aects 17:25, 28.

Earthly power is the power of God, perverted by sin.
The Creator so respects man’s free will, that he gives
him power to do that which is contraryto the divine
will.: This power however is limited; but God gives man
unlimited power to do that which is according to his
will.

The unlimited power of God is manifested Jthroug‘h
the Holy Spirit. And therefore it is written of the work
of God, “not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,
saith the Lord.”

The Holy Spirit is the embodiment of unlimited
power, and unlimited power is the natural heritage of
beings created in the image of God. But unlimited power
can safely be entrusted only to one whose will is in per-
fect harmony with the will of God. An unsanctified will
joined with unlimited power would be a worse combina-
tion than is represented by the prinee of evil.

But God, having unlimited power himself, does not
gelfishly withhold that power from all others, or from
all save a favored few, but wills that all shall receive thia
power. Whether it is received or not, is a matter deter-



AMERICAN

SENTINEL. 519

mined wholly by the will of the individual. And there-
fore tlere is no reason why the life of every personshould
not be full of the manifestation of unlimited power, save
that the individual wills not to receive it, by willing not
to walk in the way of righteousness and life. There is
no reason why any individual should not possess unlim-
ited power, by seeking to the right Source for it, upon
the right conditions. And especially is there no reason
why the chureh, set in the world expressly to accomplish
the purposes of God, should seek to legislatures and po-
litical bodies for the power of whieh it feels in need.

So desirous is God that his ereatures of the human
family should be endued with this power, that he has
poured out his Spirit upon all flesh; for thus was it
prophesied of the last days. Joel 2:28,29; Acts 2:17. It
is poured out, and is waiting only to be received by such
' as will receive it. And only such ean receive it in its re-
freshing fullness as are fully sanctified to the will of God.
For to bestow unlimited power upon one not thus sane-
tified, would be to set the seal of God—his full approval
—upon something that is unlike him, and cause him to
deny himseli. It is beeause the Holy Spirit is the embod-
iment of unlimited power that it sets the seal of Godupon
him who receives it. :

God bids his ehurch to be filled with power; not from
the legislatures of earth, not from any politieal souree,
bust “from on high,” from his own throne. “Receive ye
the Holy Ghost.” ‘“The heavens declare the glory of
God,” and all the works of God proeclaim his power,
which is-the same power that is ‘‘unto salvation” to
them that believe, which is unlimited power—the Holy
Spirit. All the handiwork of God joing in the invitation
to man, ‘‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” Without this no
man can fight the battle that is not with flesh and blood,
but with “spiritual wickedness.” And in these “last
days,”’ in the elimax of the long confliet between good
and evil, crises are to be met in which only unlimited
power can suffice to guard the soul from destruetion.

Then let the church, and every individual for himselt,
remember now ‘“the promise of the Father,” and seek for
power from on high. ‘“Reeceive ye the Holy Ghost.”

9

Tae following paragraph, which refleets the popular
sentiment as represented by the daily press, is from the
New York Tribune:—

**The philosophers who believe that ‘imperialism’
will befatal to the ‘great experiment’ had their fore-
runners in the people who feared that liberty would
perish from the earth with the ‘imperialism’ of the
Federal Union, and Josiah Quiney, who saw the down-
fall of the republic in the aequisition of Louisiana, and
the race has never sinee run out.”

To which the Christian Advocate (New York) makes
this fitting reply :—

“ Anything can be paralleled from human history.
The hotheads who believe that ‘imperialism’ is ‘ mani-
fest destiny’ had their forerunners in the people who

hurried on Rome to its overthrow, who drove France
into its revolution and later into its war with Germany,
and who ruined all the extinet republics, and the race
has never since run out. Nor has there ever been a
foolish, a wieked, or a suicidal thing domne by a nation
that there was not a minority that pointed out the
inevitable results.”

A

“Science’’ on the Immortality of the Soul.

It is quite well known that for years certain bodies
of scientific men have been investigating the phenomena,
of modern spiritualism, with the objeet of subjecting to
the test of science -the claim made and apparently sub-
gtantiated by spiritualism, that the dead are conseious
and eapable of communicating with the living.

The first reports from these scientific commissions
were adverse to this claim of eonsciousness after death,
the various phenomena shown in proof of it being as-
cribed to trickery. It was stated that science afforded
no proof in support of the popular belief in the immor.
tality of the soul. But the belief still remained, and spir-
itualism continued to claim as its due that its phenom-
ena be recognized as of genuine character. And now,
this long-sought confirmation from ‘‘science” seems
about to be gained. While no positive confirmation has
yet come from a seientific source, the question is asked,
and in a way which implies an affirmative answer, “Hasg
the immortality of the soul reeeived a seientific demon-
stration?”

In the Literary Digest, of August 13, this question
forms the basis of a lengthy discussion,in whieh is quoted
the testimony of two men of high seientific attainments,
one a professor in Harvard University, and the other a
prominent member of the London Society of Psychical
Research. Introductory to the statement of their testi-
mony the Digest says:—

“The reading public has heard more or less of ‘The
Strange Case of Mrs. Piper,” a Boston Spiritualistic me-
dium and mind-reader. This woman, under the tests of
such able psychologists as Professor James, of Harvard
University, and Dr. Hodgson, of the London Society of
Psychical Research, has furnished psychic phenomena
which, so far as they are aecepted as genuine, tend to
demonstrate seientifically the immortality of the soul.

“The Society of Psychic Research was established for
the purpose of examining, without bias, the alleged phe-
nomena of Spiritualism. Among the mass of evidence it
has ceolleeted in its sixteen years of life it has found noth-
ing, up to this latest examination of Mrs. Piper, that
was deemed to have established the future existence of
the soul, although in the tenth report (1894) of the soci-
ety the statement is made that ‘between deaths and ap-
paritions of the dying persons a eonnection exists which
is not due to chance alone.’” 4

Of the experiments conducted through the medium-
ship of this woman, it is not necessary to speak atlength,
The impressive feature of them was the apparent proof
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that an unseen intelligence existed who spoke through
the medium and revealed facts which could not have been
known to the public nor by any possibility have come to
the knowledge of the medium through what is known as
“mind-reading.”” The conclusion was, naturally, that
an invisible intelligence did exist which was the disem-
bodied soul of the dead person from whom the commu-
nication purported to come. The London Society for
Pgychical Research challenges any one to show that
there was in these manifestations any possible room for
fraud.

Such statements coming from a source of recognized
authority in the scientific world, warrant the conclusion
that thetime is not fardistant when the voice of “science’
will speak distinctly in conﬁrmatioﬁ_ of the claim that
the soul of man is immortal. “Science’ will join with the-
ology in proclaiming this dogma as the truth. Then
whoever does not accept it as such will be under the ban
not only of theology, but of “science” itself. He will be
set down as an ignorant and unreasonable person.

The point especially to be noted in all this is that
“science’’ is incapable of correctly solving the problem
presented by spiritual manifestations Such problems
do not lie beyond the range of true science, but true sci-
ence extends far beyond the range of the powers of the
human mind. Science, as defined by the human mind,
and by that only, confirms the theological dogma of the
immortality of the soul; but as defined by a higher Mind
it teaches exactly the contrary. When science, as known
to man apartfrom the Word of God, has fully investi-
gated the phenomena which Spiritualism presents, when
it has proceeded as far as it can go, it is obliged to pro-
nounce the claims of Spiritualism to be true. Andin this
it leads man into a most positive and dangerous un-
truth; for the claim of naturalimmortality is anuntruth,
and is plainly pointed out as such in the Text Book of
the highest science of which man can have any knowl-
.edge. And that is a science which deals with spiritual
problems and with interests the highest that can pertain
to man’s existence. .

That Text Book plainly states that “The dead know
not anything;”’ that “The dead praise not the Lord;”
that the thoughts of man perish at his death. Eccl. 9:5;
Ps. 146:4, etc. It declares that God only “hath immor-
tality.”

The highest science is the science of salvation, set
forth in the Word of Omniscience. That which is opposed
to the science of salvation is ““science falsely so called;”
and such is the “science’” which would teach the dogma
of soul immortality. It is high time that people every-
where should recognize that salvation is science; that
the statements of the Word of God are true science, and
that true science has spoken unequivocally against the
widespread but pagan doctrine of the soul’s conscious-
ness after death. ‘

Y st
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RESTRAINT is not rest.

“Christian Science’’ in Its Home.

THERE is a good deal in a name, in spite of Shakes-
peare’s question, especially when it is used to designate
a thing with which we are not familiar. An assumed
name is usually deemed a necessary part of a criminal’s
disguise. ‘“Christian science” would no doubt have less
attraction for minds in this country were it known as
Hindu philosophy, which according to the well-known
lecturer and authority on Hinduism, Pundita Ramabai,
it realiyis. In a recent lecture she spoke of “Christian
science” and of its fruits as she knew them in India, and
what she said of it ought to be read and pondered by
every person who is at all inclined to be drawn away in
the line of its teachings. It is this:—

“I can tell you I have sounded the depths of that
philosophy, and what did I find? I will give you an idea
in my own language. It meansjust this:—

“You are to take the whole universe as nothing
but falsehood. You are to think that it does not
exist. You do not exist. I do not exist. When you
realize that, that is philosophy: Can you realize
it? There was once upon a time a great being
called Brahma, and that person was no person at all,
but something like air, full of joy and knowledge. Can
you think of air as being full of joy and knowledge? I
cannot understand it, but philosophy tells you that you
have to believe that this being, full of joy and knowledge,
without any personality, existed once upon a time. That
being had no mind. It did not want to say anything or
have anything near it, and therefore, of course, it did not
understand anything. Then there came another being
just like himself, and that being was nothing but dark-
ness. It was all falsehood. Now this air united with
that darkness and assumed personality. Itbecame male
and female, and as that person has formed all things, the
logical inference is that everything is falsehood. The
birds and beasts that you see do not exist. You do not
exist. When you realize that you have no personality
whatever, you have no life, no knowledge, nothing, then
you have attained the highest perfection of what is called
‘voga,” and that gives you liberation and you are liber-
ated from your body, and you become like him, without
any personality. You draw on the blackboard zero, plus
zero, minus zero, multiplied by zero,divided by zero, and
it equals zero. It is just that and nothing more.

“And what has that philosophy done for the people
of India? A tree is judged by its fruits. An apple tree
cannot bring forth a pear, but it will bring forth its own
kind. The grandeur and beauty of that philosophy must
be judged by its fruit. You are a people of some feeling.
Everything is real. Youfeel that when other people are
starving, you ought to give them something to eat, but
out in India they do not feel that. Men do not feel any
sympathy for others. They do not feel for people who
are starving or being killed in war. In our late famine
our philosophers felt no compassion for sufferers and did
not help the needy. For why should they help when
they claimed the suffering was not real, neither were the
dying children real. The first result then of the philoso-
phy is the basest cruelty and selfishness; no compassion
for sufferers, and supreme egoism. .

“To study Hindu philosophy it is best to visit India
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and experience it. Plenty of opportunities are afforded
even if you go only to Bombay. That city is very large

and it is very hot there; but that will make no difference

to philosophers who never experience heat at all. The
people of India and the philosophers who have studied
with the learned men ought to feel alike toward all peo-
ple and all beings; but they never show a particle of
kindness to the women, and their lives are made so un-
bearable that they want to kill themselves. These phil-
osophers have shown mercy toward all lower animals.
They bave established hospitals for animals, but they
have never established hospitals for women. Thepreach-
ers who have come over here to preach Buddhism to the
American people have established a hospital for animals
in Bombay. In that hospital there is a ward devoted to
bugs, and a man is hired tio feed those bugs on his blood
every night. They never take any thought of the women
who are dying under the weight of this philosophy, but
they just show their charity toward the bugs. Irecom-
mend that hospital for the edification of American stu-
dents of Buddhism. Let them stay one night in that bug
ward. That will pay them for all their labors in study-
ing that philosophy.”

>t

The Peace of God.
BY E. H L HUNTLEY.

“Trou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is
stayed on thee, because he trusteth in thee.” Isa. 26:8.

Peace is a word very hard to define because there is
such a depth of meaning in it. It is used to express a
perfect rest, perfect quietness, perfect trust. At such
times one will forget all troubles, all the ups and downs
of life, and rest quietly—in perfect peace.

We speak of a time of peace, and a time of war.
War is opposed to peace. Peace is thecondition existing
at the close of war, when all war has ceased and all is
quiet. "Peace is desirable above everything else. No one
can be perfectly happy without it; but oh! how few
there are to-day who have it. How very, very few who
really know what real peace is. They long for peace, but
do not find it. Why not? Simply because they do not
fulfill the conditions.

What are the conditions? “Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee.” 1t is plain,
therefore, that in order to have perfect peace, one must
take his mind off from earthly things, which are only
temporal, and look unto Jesus, who is our peace; for
we read that “He is our peace.”” Eph. 2:14. He will
come into our hearts if we will let him. Paul rays, “And
let the peace of God rule in your hearts.” Col. 2:15.
Jesus says, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock, if
any man . . .
and will sup with him, and he with me.”” Rev. 3:20.

Therefore, as Jesus is our peace, and is standing at
the door knocking, waiting to gain admittance, all we
need to dois to “let the king come in,” and we may
have peace in our hearts—the blessed peace that God
alone can give. No matter what the world may say or

open the door, I will come in to him, .

do; no matter whether we are at home by the fireside,
or behind the prison bars for conscience’ sake; still we
are kept in perfect peace. In all things we can only
praise God. Again, the apostle says, * Be careful (full of
care, anxiety, worry) for nothing, butin everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known unto God, and the peace of God
which passeth all understanding shall keep your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:6, 7.

When we bave Christ in us we will do his will. There
is peace in doing as the Lord says, and knowing that we
are doing his will. In Isa.48:18 we read, “Oh that
thou hadst hearkened unto my commandments! then
had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as
the waves of the sea.”

" Dear reader! are you enjoying the peace of God?
Are you resting in the arms of the Holy One of Israel?
If you are not, it is your privilege to do so.

War on Christian Principles.

Anonymous.

ONE of the conditions of the treaty of Mexico with
the United States, it is said, is that any future war which
may break out between the two countries shall be con-
ducted on Christian principles. Now we know this is an
age of progress, and that in all sorts of matters; but
war on Christian principles is certainly the latest, and if
carried out, we think it will prove the greatest of them
all. .

Just imagine it; we think we can see two armies
drawn upin battle array. A fair field is before them;
the positions are taken, the great guns unlimbered. The
United States general is just about to give the order to
fire, when the aid de-camp comes up and respectfully re-
minds him that war is to be conducted onChristian prin-
ciples, and that it will not do to fire. ‘Very true, very
true,” says the chief, “but what are they? I have read
Vauban, and Scheiter, and Turenne, and Coehoorn. I
have read the lives of the old conquerors, and I have
studied the campaigns of the greatest soldiers, but I
never happened to come across these principles in any
work on military art. Do you know anything about if;,
colonel?”’

“No,” says the colonel.

“Nor you, major?”

“Nor I, either.”

“I really don’t know how to begin; I suppose it
would not do to shoot. Suppose we send for the chap-
lain.”

The chaplain arrives.

“Do you know anythingabout this fighting on Chris-
tian principles?”’ :

“Oh yes, it is the easiest thing in the world!”

“Where are the books which teach the art of this
warfare?”’

‘“Here,” and the chaplain takes out the Bible.



522

AMERICAN SENTINEL,

“Really,” says the general, “we ought to have
thought of this before. It is a bad time to commenee the
study of tactics when the enemy is right before us; but I
suppose we are bound by the treaty. What is the tirst
thing, Mr. Chaplain?”’

“‘Thou shalt not kill.’
bor as thyself.’”’

“But these are not my neighbors. They are Mexi-
cans.”

“The same Book tells us, a little further on, that the

“Thou shalt love thy neigh-

opportunity to do good to a man makes him our neigh-

bad .

bor.

“Will you go on, Mr. Chaplain?” .

‘“‘Love your enemies.” ‘Do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.” If
a man ‘smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the
other also.””

“But while we are praying for the Mexicans, they will
be firing into us.”

“No; they are bound
both ways.”’ .

“Then I don’t see as there is anything for us to do
here.” ,

“Nothing, unless you send over and ask the Mexican
general if he needs anything in the way of medicines, pro-
visions, or clothing; I rather think the treaty requires
this of us.” )

- “But how do you ever know which party conquers in

the fighting on Christian principles?”’

‘“That is the great beauty of it. Both sides conquer,
and there are never any killed and wounded.”

k%
4%

The Subtle Fiend of Intoxication.

“Scieﬁtiﬁc American,” August 13.

THE startling, increased, and general consumption
of substitutes for alecoholic beverages, and the vast
market found for cheap and drugged spirits, raises
again the pertinent question whether the restriction
placed upon the sale of absolutely pure products does
not work harm rather than good; whether the enforee-
- ment of laws insuring purity will not better serve the
cause of temperance. Possibly acts that will combine
the two measures will produce the best results. It is
known that, since the embargo of home-brewed ales has
been in foree, the consumption of spirits has greatly
increased in Great Britain, and far beyond any ratio of
. increase of population; that more public houses are in
existence; cologne drinking, chloral and cocaine taking,
ether tippling, and the consumption of narcotic drugs
generally, are in common vogue and daily, almost
hourly, assuming enlarged proportions. Here is one of
the greatest problems of our sociology, one that is, ap-
parently, as far from solution as it was a century ago.
The outward appearance as regards consumption is
more seemly, but the surreptitious consumption of nar-

by the treaty also. It works

cotics is in no way mitigated, but rather the contrary.
The thanks and honors of the world await the individual
who can formulate a scheme of reform that will be alike
practicable and effective.

b4

What Is the Everlasting Gospel?—No. 10.
BY C. H. KESLAKE.

How seaLL we worship God? This question is agked
in view of the fact that in the everlasting gospel of Rev.
14:6.7, every nation, kindred, tongue, and people are ex-
pressly enjoined to “worship him that made heaven and
earth, the sea, and the fountains of waters.”

1t must be plain to every mind that unless one wor-
ships God aright it is not true worship. There is such a
thing as worshiping God ignorantly. Paul preaching to
the Athenians said, “Whom therefore ye ignorantly wor-
ship, him declare I unto you.”

From this it will be seen that to render acceptable
worship unto God one must know him. This does not
mean to know something about God, but an actual
knowledge of him, just as he is.

To the woman of Samaria Jesus said, “Ye worship ye
know not what.” John 4:22. And so it is that thou-.
sands to-day believe that they are worshiping God when
it might be truly said of them, “Ye worship ye know not
what.” _

But the instruction that Jesus gave to the woman of
Samaria is good for us now, and will help us in our sin-
cere efforts to render acceptable worship.

In a sense as never before comprehended perhaps, the
“hour cometh—yes, and now is, when the true worshipers
shall worship the Father “in spirit and in truth, for the
Father seeketh such to worship him.”” John 4:23. And
the reason of this is that “God is a Spirit, and they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
Verse 24. T

Our conceptions of God must be right conceptions.
To worship in spiritand in truth we mustknow the truth
concerning God. But how shall we know it? ‘“Canst
thou by searching find out God? Canst tbou find out-
the Almighty unto perfection? It is as high as heaven;
what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou
know?” Job.11:7,8.

The surest way to find out God is to believe what he
says of himself in his Word. He is the “God of truth”
(Jer. 10:10, mar.); therefore what he says of himself is
absolutely true. If we discount any statement that God
makes concerning himself, to what extent we say swvch
statement is not true to that extent we fail to have a
right coneeption of God. And while what he says of him-
self is perfectly true, and in it he reveals what he is, our
unbelief of that statement will eternally prevent us from
knowing God as heis. And not believing what he says
renders us unfit to ‘“worship him in spirit and in truth.”
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The everlasting gospel calls upon all t6 worship God
“who made heaven and earth, the sea, and the fountains
of waters.” That being so. it must be clear that no one
can render acceptable worship to (fod who does not wor-
ship him as the Creator.

Nor is this all. To worship God as the Creator one
must believe what he says as to the manner of his crea-
ting. But the views that largely obtain in religious
thought are completely at variance with what God says
as to the origin of all things. *

Remembering what has been said in previous articles
with reference to the chronology of the gospel message
of Rev. 14:6, 7, when it says “worship him that made
heaven and earth, the sea, and the fountains of waters,”
the implication is that in some respects the Lord has not
hitherto been worshiped as the Creator.

No one familiar with the wording of the fourth com-
mandment will fail to notice the similarity between this
gospel call and the statements found in the fourth com-
mandment. In the commandment itself it says, “For in
8ix days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and
all that in them is.”” But it also brings to view the ad-
ditional fact that the Lord also rested the seventh day,
and because of this he ‘“blessed the seventh day and hal-
lowed it.” ‘ "

From this it will be seen that there is a direct connec-
tion between the creation itself and the seventh day.
That day God expressly says is the Sabbath, and the
Sabbath finds its source in, and is ingseparably connected
with, creation. It is God’s signature, as it were, written
upon all that he has created, so that the recognition of
the seventh day is the recognition of his ownership over
all things.

The purpose of the Sabbath’is that we might know
that God is the Lord—Jehovah—that it is he who sane-
tifies his people, for the power by which he sanctifies is
the power by which he created.

As before pointed out, to believe that God crea,ted
all things is to believe what he says as to the manner of
creating them.

~ Is it a mere coincidence then that from the pulpits of
our land, and of otherlands for that matter, are being
breathed out views, which, while having no particular
agreement each with the other, are all antagonistic to
. what the Word of God says with reference to the manner
of the creation.

There is no coincidence about it. It is a subtle plan
on thepart of thegreat arch deceiver, through such views
to so befog the minds of the people that, losing sight of
the object and purpose of the Sabbath, which if observed
would lead to the proper worship of the Creator, they
will the more easily fall in with the plan, well and skil-
tully laid, to bring the people to worship the beast and
his image. That he is succeeding cannot be questioned
if we may judge from the multitudes who are wielding
such an influence for the enforcing of what is confessedly
the mark of the papacy—the Sunday, the great antago-
nist of the Sabbath of Jehovah, the seventh day.

To render to God then the worship that is demanded
in the everlasting gospel—to “worship him that made
heaven and earth, the sea, and the fountains of waters,”
one must return to the keeping of the seventh day, which
is the sign of his creative power. Ex. 31:13-17.

Noris i% a coincidence that the very people who are
calling attention to this everlasting gospel from the
standpoint of the prophecy of Rev.14:6, 7, preach as
an essential part of the gospel the observance of the sev-
enth day.

o<

The Church Truant Under English Law.

AccorDpiNG to the London Daily Mail (London, Eilg.)
absence from church on Sunday is still punishable under
Enpglish law. The fact was called out by a case which
came recently before & London court, of which the Mail
makes the following mention. And it is fitting to re-
remember in this connection that these Sunday laws
handed down from former centuries show us unmistaka-
bly what is the real tendency of Sunday legislation. The
Mail says:— '

“Very few members of the Church of England are
aware that the bishops have still the power to oblige
them to present themselves at church on every Sunday
in the year,as well as on no less than twenty-eightsaints’
days.

“Moreover, they could oblige them to fast at least a
dozen times a year, if they felt so inclined.

“The act under which this power is held by the bish-
ops is one passed when people apparently were given to
cock-fighting and other profane amusements on the Sab-
bath, in the reign of Edward, 4. p. 1551. Many years
later another and more stringent law was enacted, but
that has been repealed, while curiously enough, the older
law is still in the statute book. The latter says:—

“‘Forasmuche as, at all tymes, men be not so mynde-
full to lawde and praise God, so readie to resorte and
heare Godde’s hollie worde, as their bounden dewtie doth
require; therefors, to call men to remembraunce of their
dewtie, it hath been provyded that there shoulde be cer-
taine days appointed wherein Christians shoulde cease
from all other kynde of labour and applie themselves
onelye unto the aforesaide hollie workes.’

“And if people should not obey willingly, then it is—

“<Lawfull to all archebusshopps and busshopps to
enquire of every persone that shall offend in the prem-
isses, and to punisbe each offender, and to enjoyne him
such penaunce as shall be thought mete.’

“It might be thought that this law is quite obsolete,
but it is not so. Corresponding with the power of the
bishops to enforce attendance, there is a duty to provide
accommodation for every parishioner. Quite recently a
reformatory boy was refused admission to church by one
of the churchwardens, and an action was broughtagainst
the latter. The judge decided in favor of the boy, and in
giving judgment, he said that though the courts can no
longer fine a man for not going to church on Sundays,
the bishops can ‘admonish’ him if he refuses to go, and
he would then be compelled to pay the whole costs of the
proceeding.”’
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Lire with most people is astruggle to get tothe top.

But not all people have the same top in view. There are
various tops towards which the multitudes are strug-
gling, and various kinds of effort are required in the en-
deavor to reach them. Some are to be reached by selfish
effort,—effort which tends rather to the injury than the
benefit of the human race. ' " :

*
* *

A vasT number, sad to say, are struggling up the
sides of the hill of mammon. That is the top they have
in view, and they are striving to reach it by climbing up
over the heads of their fellows. They are satisfied to
pull others down, if by so doing they can pull themselves
up. That is the natural method of getting to the top of
this eminence. This is the kind of effort that has been
put forth by the vast majority, though not all, who have
been elevated by mammon above their fellows.

*
* *

HumAN nature turns naturally toward this elevation
as the one that will best reward the effort put forth upon
it,—~the one that will confer the greatest happiness and
satisfaction in life. But what is there in reality at the
top of it? Tmagination sees everything there that is to
be desired; but occasionally we get a very somber and
prosaic glimpse of the reality. We do not naturally pay
as much attention to the truth disclosed by these
glimpses as to the pictures outlined by fancy; but we
ought to heed them a good deal more.

*
* *

OCCASIONALLY “society” gives the rest of the world

a glimpse of this kind. The other day some of the aris- -

tocracy of wealth in this city got together to devise
something for their amusement. These people have to
be amused, as do others, to keep life from becoming a
burden; but they have to seek further for their amuse-
ment, sincesit has to be something uncommon. The re-
sult in this instance was that the common people were
startled by reports in the next day’s papers of how
“high” society has held a dance in which the participants
wore wings and halos. Not long after this the same
“society’”” were found seeking their entertainment by
copying some of the wild and vulgar amusements char-
acteristic of life on the outskirts of civilization. These
glimpses of life on the top of the hill of mammon are
very instructive, and they tell the exact truth.

It is perféet]y plain from these and many other evi-
dences that the true top to be sought in'life is not that
of wealth. Wealth adds many burdens, but gives no
one a greater capacity for enjoyment. It confers many
new cares upon its possessor, but no new faculties. It
brings no new development to the higherfaculties. From
all it can confer, men turn again to the frivolous amuse-
ments which are characteristic of life upon its lowest
plane. )

*
* *

JEsUs CHRIST said, “He that will be great among you
shall be your servant;” and in this is pointed out the
path to real preéminence. The true top to be sought is
the top of the mount of service. Whoever can most
largely serve his fellow-beings, approaches nearest to
God who is the great Servant—the one who gives to all
living things every good gift, and sustains them in life to
enjoy it. There is no unrest and unsatisfied longing con-
stantly seeking to the frivolities of worldliness in the life
that is devoted to Christian service.

*
* . *

THE proposed city ordinance against profane swear-
ing, which has been the topic of much discussion here for
some time past, was voted down at a recent meeting of
the board of aldermen. The authorof the measure, how-
ever, is not discouraged, and says that he will continue
the crusade against profanity by similar means. Mean-
while the spirit of the crusade seems to have spread to
other places, and from as far west as Colorado, we hear
of an a.gitation to suppress this form of immorality by
law. '

»
*® *

THE suppression of public indecency is certainly a
proper exercise of the civil power. When, however, “in-
decency”” means only something which offends the reli-
gious sentiment of a class of the people, legal measures
are out of place. Unfortupately, religious sentiment is
prone to be very easily offended, and to stir up individu-
als to deeds which reflect anythihg but a Christian spirit.
Christianity—love—“is not easily provoked;” but much
that passes for Christianity is always quick to resent a
fancied insult, and to take advantage of the law to gain
some advantage over opposing religions. The superior-
ity of the power of love as a force against evil is seen in
that it stirs up no animosity and promotes no religious
controversy. And love is a mighty power; it is the
greatest power in the world; for love is God, and God is
all powerful. Let the church have enough of God, and
she will seek no further for power to combat with evil.

*
* *

A comypission composed of an equal number of repre-
sentatives of the United States and of Spain is soon to
begin a session to determine what disposition shall be
made of the Philippines. A German paper says that the
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foreign firms in Manila met recently and agreed to urge
upon the commission that the Franciscan, Dominican,
and Augustinian monks be expelled from the is’ands,
and that there be a stipulation.for the freedom of reli-
gion.

*
* *

IT is altogether improbable that the United States
will interfere with the monks and Jesuits in the Philip-
pines. The Government dves not interfere with them
here at home, and it has sent a Roman Catholic prelate
from this country to the Philippines in connection with
the military expedition under General Merritt, for the
special purpose of explaining to the monks and other
Catholics on the islands that the United States is on
friendly terms with the papacy. And so far as the influ-
ence of the papacy can be used in the settlement of the
question, the principles of government that have been in
force on the islands will remain undisturbed.

*
* *

ProBaBLY no other island territory could have been
selected which would make the untried problem of colon-
ization so difficult for the American Government as it

will be upon the islands so long ruled by Spain. It will

be interesting to watch *he result of the experiment.

A “Christian Nation’’ Defined.

TrE Independent (New York) quotes President Wash-
burne as saying of the present course to be taken by the
United States: “We shall do what we believe to Lje for
our interest; or, if we can rise so high, what we see to be
our duty to the world.”

“Why,” then queries the Independent, ‘“‘should we
not rise so high? Is the Christian obligation of benefi-
cence a solely personal one, and does it have nothing to
do with nations? Is it the first duty of a nation to be
gelfish? Must it consider first and only what will be for
its own interests, with no regard to what are the inter-
ests of other nations?”” This question, it says, is a very
serious one, and a practical one as well.

It is admitted that ““ It has been the habit of nations
to act on the theory that they are not their brothers’
keepers. Let other nations look out for themselves, has
been their thought, and we will look out for ourselves.
Of course,” says the Independent, * this is not Christian;
but it has been supposed that a nation has no soul, and
that it was a mere misnomer to speak of a Christian
nation, when we meant a nation in which the people pro-
fessed more or less generally the Christian faith.”

The Independent then proceeds to state some things
that ‘“would be involved in a nation being really Chris-
tian and loving its neighbor as itself”’ :—

~ ““One thing is that it would feel some obligation to
protect other peoples than its own against injury or
oppression. A truly Christian nation would not allow

the Turkish massacres to be repeated or the oppression
of the Armenians to continue. It would suppress a rob-
ber State as soon as a pirate ship. A truly Christian
nation would put a stopto the Spanish oppressions next
to it in Cuba, even at a considerable loss in blood and
treasure. Bismarck’s famous remark about a Pomer-
anian grenadier was hideously unchristian; our inter-
vention for Cuba was simply Christian.

‘““When a war breaks out between two nations, a
really Christian nation will enter upon it without vindic-
tiveness, and will desire that its enemy may be as little
humiliated as is possible consistently with the object of
the war. It will remember the command, obligatory on
nations as well as individuals, ‘Love your enemies.” It
will make the conditions of peace as little onerous or
disagreeable as possible, and it will treat prisoners with
courtesy and kindness; and when war is over it will be
ready to do everything it can for the rehabilitation and
comfort of its late foes.”

“Love your enemies;” yes, that is Christianity, and
in connection with these words the author of Christian-
ity said also, ‘“Bless them that eurse you, do good to
theni that hate you, and pray for them which despite-
fully use you, and persecute you.” And this also is
Christianity, and nothing less than this is demanded by
it. C-

Does this convey any hint of opposing one’s enemies
by sword and bullet? Can it be reconciled with war?
Can Christianity be manifested through such weapons?
If so, what need of spiritual weapons? Or is it a fact
that Christian purposes can be promoted by carnal
weapons of war? The plain teaching of Secripture is,
““The weapons of our warfare are not carnal.”

Why this is so, why this must be so, is not difficult
to see. Carnal weapons of warfare are for the purpose
of killing men. A weapon that would not kill a man
would never receive a moment’s consideration ifrom the
military authorities of any nation. But spiritual weap-
ons of warfare are for the purpose of killing sin, and
saving men. The two must necessarily work at cross
purposes.

With every government on the earth, self comes
first. Christ was unselfish. He laid down his life for his
enemies; but in war every government makes its ene-
mies lay down their lives for it. By their very nature
civil governments cannot be Christian, and any pre-
tended enforcement of Christianity by civil or military
power is a fraud.

i
4

“T aM tired and sick of moral essays. It would take
about a ton of them to convert a child five years old.
A man was talking of a certain church once, and said he
liked it because the preacher never touched on_politics
and religion, just read nice little essays. Give the people
the word of God. Some men only use the Bible as a
textbook. They go up in a balloon and talk about
astronomy, and then go down and give you a little
geology, and next Sunday they go on in the same way,
and then they wonder why it is the people do not read
their Bibles.—D. L. Moody.
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Characteristic of the Age.

THE lust of gold which is so characteristic of the pres-
ent age, and the lengths to which people are led by it in
the pathways of delusion, have been curiously illustrated
of late by an “enterprise,” the incidents and develop-
ments of which have furnished material for sensational
reports in the daily press. We refer to the project set on
foot in a seaside town of Maine, based upon the claim
that fortunes in gold could be extracted from the sea.
The idea was a natural successor to the delusion of the
ancient alchemists, that gold could be produced by chem-
ical process from some cheap metal like lead or tin. The
cheapest thing about the whole undertaking was the idea
upon which it was based.

Doubtless there was never a time before when the
rainbow of sudden and easy fortune was chased by eager
multitudes as it is to day. Initself thisis a convincing
- proof of the mental and moral degeneracy of the age.

We copy from the Scientific American the following
account of the gold-making enterprise referred to:—

“We have now to relate the most extraordinary story
connected with the production of gold, which should be
a warning to all who do not see in such affairs the spe-
cious combination of science and the wily swindler. We
refer to the Electrolytic Marine Salts Company, which
has recently attempted to extract gold from the sea,
though the resulting gold in reality came from the pock-
ets of the shareholders. The sensational débacle of the
principal promoters of the company has produced con-
siderable comment.

“In 1872 Sonstadt discovered the minute presence of
gold in sea water, and this was confirmed by Professor

Liversidge, of the University of Sydney, who found that .

in the sea water of New South Wales there was from one
hali to one grain of gold to one ton of sea water, or 1380
to 260 tons per cubic mile. Professor Liversidge esti-
mated the bulk of the oceans of the world as 808,710,-
679 cubic miles, and if each ton of sea water produced
one grain of gold the aggregate.amount would be $48,-
000,000,000,000, being 23-22 grains fine to the dollar.
After this discovery, it is, of course, natural that scien-
tists should have made attempts to secure the precious
metal, by treating the sea water chemically and electri-
cally, but it was soon discovered that such processes
would be wholly impracticable, owing to the great ex-
pense attending theextraction of the gold from the enor-
mous bulk of liquid. The matter should haveended here,
but it got to be pretty well understood by the public that
sea water contained gold. This fact afforded an ideal
chance for the alleged inventor to devise a proeess for
extracting the gold.

“A few months ago the Electrolytic Marlne Salts
Company was formed, and the good people of New Eng-
land were asked to become shareholders, and soon nearly
$1,000,000 of the $10,000,000 capital stock was sub-
scribed. The enterprise belongs to the class which de-
pends for success upon a secret process, which is in itself
often a suspicious circumstance. Moreover, the man
who devised the .scheme for the extraction of the gold
did not belong to the class from whom we are wont of
expect great things in processes which require scientific

7/

attainments. Experiments were conducted near Provi-
dence, and a New York daily paper has been enabled to
give a full outline of the ingenious trick. The capitalists
were allowed to see the workings of the alleged invention.

They were taken to a shed built on an old dock, and
they were allowed to bring their own mercury and put it
into the submarine tank, which was brought up to the
surface by a winch. After the tank was properly ar-
ranged, it was lowered to the bottom and the current
was turned on, and the investors sat around to awaib
results. A diver, who has now fled the country, walked
on the bottom of the sea at this point and substituted
mercury specially prepared with gold for the mercury
which the gentlemen had furnished. When the tank was
brought up to the surface, the mercury was given to an
assayer and $4.50 worth of gold was found, which was
considered a very good sum for a single ‘accumulator.’

“Capital now came easy after this; so that a large
plant was erected at North Lubec, Maine, so as to get
‘fresh’ sea water. One plant had 240 accumulators at
work. They are so located that the tide water passes
through them and it is treated with chemicals and
electricity, that never-failing aid to bolster up secret-
processes. It was claimed that gold and silver, one part
of the former to two of the latter, were extracted from
the water and that these metals were removed from time
to time about once a week. It was held as a theory that
a ton of sea water contained four cents worth of gold.
It was claimed as a practice by the company that four
mills’ worth was taken from each ton of water and that
each -accumulator earns on an average $1 net a day.
Each accumulator separated and used about twenty
tons of sea water an hour for sixteen hours out of every
twenty-four. It was claimed that the consumption of
chemicals was very small. The machines appeared to
do their work miraculously well, and each week a gold
brick worth nearly $2,000 was sent to the city. The
weekly gold brick was about the same weight and value,
which showed that the machinery was working remark~
ably well and that the amount of gold in the water was
a constant quantity, and the snxteen consignments net-
ted $23,000.

“Finally the vice-president and general manager’s
financial operations in New York aroused the suspicions
of the banks, which led to his flight and the discovery of
the swindle, and both he and his diver sailed for Europe;
and the deluded members of the company, who believed
that the scheme was feasible and went into the business
in good faith, are now going to work the plant them-
selves before they decide to admit that they have been
deceived by perhaps the most astonishing and pictur-
esque swindle of modern times. The moral to be drawn
from this is that persons should not invest in any elec-
trical or chemical process which they do not understand,
until they have asked the opinion of some expert and
for whose opinion they can well afford to pay.”

-

i TaE Catholic Review reports that “by a recent order

of Secretary of War Alger, Catholic priests who have
permission from their bishops may celebrate mass, hear
confessions, and visit the soldiers of any of our camps.
No pay, however, will be given by the Government for
such service.’
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Studies in French History.—35.

“I wouLDp like to join your class in the study of
French History,” said Fred Green, bowing respectiully
to Professor Carman, “and this is my friend, Bert
Mathews,—he wants to come, too, if you don’t mind.”

“Indeed I shall be very glad to welcome you Now
that Charlie and Robert have gone away for a time, I
shall be pleased for you to take their places, and then
you see our class will not suffer in membership.”

“Well, you see, professor, the boys left us their va-
cant chairs, or ’'m afraid we wouldn’t have dared to ask
to join you, after so long, but we knew, the studies must
be quite interesting, or they would not be kept right up
during vacation.”

‘““‘History is something, my boys, which we must take
as we find it, whether interesting or otherwise; but to
me, at least, French history has a peculiar interest, from
the fact that I think I can trace a likeness in it to our
own past history and probable future. I am gladto say
the interest in our class has never seemed better than at
present.”’

The next Tuesday afternoon the two boys, Fred and
Bert, were on hand, joining the other members of the
class in the cheerful rocm where they usually assem-
bled. ‘

““Who can tell me what century we have now reached
in our studies?”’ asked Professor Carman.

“The fourteenth!” exclaimed Florence Ray.

“Is this correct? I notice Harry’shand is raised. Do
you object to this date, Harry?”’

“We must have reached about the middle of the fif-
teenth century, or a little beyond; for last week you
mentioned the birth and something of the life of Colum-
bus.”

“You are in the right of it, Harry; we have reached
about to the year 1495. That very wicked pope, Alex-
ander VI., anointed King Charles VIII. with holy oil,
to ensure him a prosperous war, though I much doubt if
this was the least particle of help to him; for indeed the
king and the pope could not agree with each other hardly
long enough for the anointing to take place.

“When the king and his army arrived in Naples, they
found that the king of Naples, who was a vilely bad
man, was as great a coward as he was a villain. He did
not wait to meet the French king and defend hiscountry,
—he simply ran.”

‘I wonder if the Italians were not almost glad to wel-
come King Charles,—he surely was not so bad a ruler as
their own,” remarked Will Palmeter.

“You have judged very correctly, Will; in fact they
made great demonstrations of joy at his arrival. Of
course this pleased the foolish, romantic young king, who
wrote letters back home, stating that an earthly para-
dise had been found, and that he was the lucky French-
man who had found it.”

“Q) professsor! do tell us if hesucceeded in holding his .
conquered possessions. It seems as if it was too good
luck for him to be very lasting,” exclaimed Milly Brown,
with sparkling eyes. ‘‘Just think of it! the silly king to
‘run away without a word, and leave his kingdom to
Charles!”

“Lasting?—O no. His enemies set trapsfor him into
which he readily fell, and at last he was obliged to fight
his way back home to France as best he could.”

“Then I suppose the king of Naples came back, didn’t
he?” asked Fred Green, who was already becoming deeply
interested.

Q0 no, he died; but his son and successor, who was
more worthy of the name of king than he, came back to
Naples, and with the help of a great captain, drove the
French invaders out of their country in short order.”

“Well,” said Joe Palmeter, “I imagine Charles must
have thought by this time that the pope’sblessing didn’t
amount to much.”

“I have no doubt he did not overestimate it then, if .
he did before; but he was yet young and vain; so he de-
cided he would now try a life of revelry and foolish pleas-
ures, which thing he did. But at last, however, he de-
cided to reform and try to imitate the example of his il-
lustrious namesake, Saint Louis. So he found a tree for
himself,—in strict imitation of him,—and there he admin-

. istered justice to the people. But he did not live long

after this; he met with an accident, hitting his head
against a low door through which he was passing, and
this is supposed to have caused his death.”

“It must have been a very low door,” said Edna
Phillips; ““for I remember you said last week that King
Charles VIII. was almost a dwarf.”

“You would surely catch me, Edna,” smiled Profes-
sor Carman, “with that good memory of yours, if I were
not very careful to tell the exact truth. Yes, it was a
very low door opening from a gallery through which he
was passing. But foolish as he hadbeen until just before
his death, he was sincerely mourned by many.”

“It seems to me,” sagely remarked Florence Ray,
“that it would have been a pretty poor king who couldn’t
have made friends with those loyal people,—seems as if
they were just anxious to find a ruler whom they could
love.” .

“A true observation,” answered Professor Carman.

“Nearly the whole of the fifteenth century had now
passed, and a remarkable century it had been. We look
back to it from this distance, and it appears to us like
the first hoursof the morning, just before the sun appears
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in dazzling brightness above the horizon. With the six-
teenth century came the invention of printing,—for books
were all simply written before this,—which in .itselt was
sufficient to create a great upheaval in theworld. Then,
too, the Old World was rubbing her eyes in agtonish-
ment, as it were, at the discovery of the New.

“In fact, from now on;” added Professor Carman, “we
may congider that we are ‘fairly launched upon the sea
of modern history.””

Mgrs. L. D. AVERY-STUTTLE.

A Snake in the Grass.

““My country ’tis of thee,
Sweet land of liberty,
Of thee I sing.
I love thy rocks and rills,
Thy woods and templed hills,
My heart with rapture thrills,
Like that above.”

ToM BrowN was singing “America’” at the top of his
voice, as he hoed away in the garden, and was thinking
a great deal more about his country than of the pota-
toes. He paused after he finished the last verse not only
to wipe the sweat off his brow, but something from his
eyes. He looked around Rose Farm, then away off to
the Alleghany Mountaing. He could hear the splash of
the river amid the rustle of trees and the pipe of the
robin. The blue sky floated a white ship of cloud here

. and there, and peeping through the trees he could see the
old farm house.

“Hurrah for America,”’ shouted Tom. ‘Hurrah for
Rose Wood Farm,” and ““snakes,” yelled the boy as he
gave a jump, and brought bis hoe down on a long snake
that was trailing through the field. ‘““Whew,””’said Tom,
excitedly, “There are some things that have got to be
killed, even in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.”

Tom walked slowly to the house, thinking. ‘“’Spose
its the saloons and the things that are crawling around
in the dark and under foot as it were, to poison the folks
and to take away liberty like they used to in the Dark
Ages. Grandpa says there’s a going to be a time like
there was long ago. I wonder —” Tom stopped to
listen.

It was grandpa humming some old Methodist hymn.
Tom caught the words, '

“I’'m but a stranger here, heaven is my home.
Earth is but dark and drear, heaven is my home.”

“Grandpa,” said Tom, ‘“what makes you sing, earth
is but dark and drear. It doesn’t seem dark and drear
to me. And as for heaven, who wants anything better
than to-day? Hurrah for ‘my country ’tis of thee.””

Grandpa took out his spectacles to look at Tom.
He laughed as Tom threw the hoe on the ground and
turned three or four hands sprmgs to work off his supeér-
fluous energy.

“Well, my ‘boy,”
gpectacles to clear them of two kinds of tears.

said grandpa, slowly wiping his
“T bless

the Lord for the earth. It belongs to him, though as
the poet says, ‘the trail of the serpent is over us all.’
But it’s only the preparatory school after all. Like old
Abraham, I’'m a looking for a better country, for a city
that hath foundations whose builder and maker is God.
But la, child, T can remember that I once felt jest as you
do. T think when folks are young and full of health and
gpirits, that %hey sorter mix a good deal of heavep into
the earth anyway. They feel as if they was going to live
forever or aslong as Methuselah did anyhow, and that
life holds only good. They don’t know anything yet of
the cold treacherous world; but the time ’ll come, my
lad, when earth won’t seem so bright, and when you’ll
long for something better.”

“Now tell me about it,” said Tom. “You say you
used to feel as 1 do, and then you found out your good
feelings were all a delusion. What made you, grandpa?”’

“Well, Tom. What was it you used to be singing so
much last winter about things not bein’ always what
they seemed?”’ :

“T know,” said Tom, beginning to sing,

“Things are seldom what they seem,
Skim milk masquerades as cream,
Highlows pass for patent leathers,
Jackdaws strut in peacock’s feathers,”

“That’s it, Tom. It’s the insincerity of things that
sicken the heart, and take the colors of beauty from the
earth, and make one sing, ‘earth is but dark and drear,
heaven is my home.” The world as a world is good
enough, provided one has health, hope, and love within,
There are good people in it, too. But Oh, Tom, there
are snakes. The trail of the serpent is over us all. But
there is a world from which the serpent was cast out for-
ever, and He who is to bruise the serpent, has told us to

"look up, where He is preparing mansions for us, and that

presently He’ll come and take us to Himself.”

“And does this world just seem to youlike astopping
place, grandpa?”’

“Yes, Tom; my citizenship is yonder. You know
Tom, when an ambassador is sent here from a foreign
country to stay a few years in the interest of his coun-
try, he don’t build him a fine mansion, take out citizen
papers here, and forget that his business is simply the
business of a representative of another country. That’s
the way it is with the Christian. He’s here to represent
the divine government for a season; but he expects to be
called home.” ;

“But grandpa, they ‘are going to kill out all the
snakes. I heard them talking it all over at the Christian
Citizenship League the other evening. When we young
folks grow up, we are going to vote down all the sa-
looms, all the evils, all the oppression, and really make
America over. We are going to make folks do right,
and then this world will be almost as good as heaven.
Mr. Allen said that then we might expect that Christ
would reign on the earth, and that the will of God Would
be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

“0 Tom, Tom, how true it is that eternal vigilance is
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the priee of liberty. What has the good Lord himself said
about his kingdom? He said, ‘My kingdom is not of this
world.’ He said, if it was, then would my servants fight.
Don’t you think there would have to be some force em-
ployed to make people do right? Do you think you ecan
compel the world to do the will of God? Do you think
that law will make the world a kingdom of the God of
love? The law of God is spiritual, and reaches to the in-
tents and purposes of the heart.”

“I don’t know, grandpa. It seemed that it could be
done when I was listening to the leaguers, and that God
really expected the good people to make the bad ones
come to terms.”

“That scheme has been tried in the past; but it re-
sulted in the persecution of the truly good, who were
spiritually minded, and who really kept the command-
wents of God; and in turning the bad into the worst of
hypocrites and knaves.”

“Why, how, grandpa?”’

“Well, first, they were going to have only Christian
men in office.”

‘“Yes, that’s what they want now, and I think that’s
a fine thing.” ’

“Tom, men will be anything to get into office, espe-
cially if there is a good salary behind it, or a way of ob-
taining money or power. Who is going to be the judge
as to who is Christian?”’

“Ob, I see; then you think people would pretend to
beChristians to get into positions? Hum. I didn’t think
of that before.” '

“Yes; I’'m sure that we should presently have officials
of the type of Laud and Bonner. ‘But except your right-

_ eousness exceed the righteousness of the scribes and
pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of
heaven.”

“Well, grandpa, how would it affect good laws to
have bad executioners?”’

“Qh, we have often had that kind of government.
But would the kind of laws the league wants to enforce
be good laws for civil government?”’

“Why, they’d be the laws of God. Where would you
find better laws?’’

“The law of God deals with the heart, Tom, and what
would men have to enforce such laws?”’

“Power to read the heart,” said Tom, slowly.

“Yes, and in the Dark Ages just this kind of legisla,-'

tion instigated the Inquisition,in order to wrest from
men the secrets of the heart by torture.”

“0 well, grandpa, they do not think.of,icarrying
things to such an extent as that, but to make men act
good on the outside.”’

“That would be proper to the extent of controlling
those who would do violence to men’s lives, virtue, prop-
erty, or liberty; but beyond the line of civility, it would
be to make men hypocrites and knaves, and to endanger
and even strangle the sweet liberty we now enjoy.”

“Hum,” said Tom, picking his teeth thoughtfully.

“But I can’t see how it would do thegood people any
harm?”’ -

“Well, I can,” said grandpa. “In the first place, if I
live to see such a thing in a way to suceeed, I wouldraise
my voice against it as a Christian. I would protest vig-
orously, and the leaguers would look upon me as an en-
emy, and would think me a traitor to good order and an
enemy to good government and to the interests of hu-
manity, and if the law was on their side, you would have
the privilege of visiting grandpa in jail, unless you would
be afraid to come.”

“Not much,” said Tom.

“Besides, I would probably have ideas of what was
right to do, that the leaguers would think were heretical,
or if I did not, some ore else undoubtedly would, and
then men would be persecuted for their opinion, and the
innocent; suffer as malefactors. That’s what happened
when the Puritans tried this very scheme. Roger Will-
iams was banished, Quakers were whipped, witches
drowned, and doves stoned for cooing on the Sabbath.”

“0 grandpa, you are too ridiculous.” ‘

“No, indeed, I'm in dead earnest.”

“Well, well, welll The leaguers talked a great deal
about Sabbath desecration, and about enforcing the old
Blue Laws.” i

“That’s it,”” said grandpa. “It’s the old scheme up
again.”

‘“There’s a snake in the grass!” shouted Tom, rush-
ing for his hoe. “This kind of mild weather brings them
out.”

““Jes 80,”” said grandpa. “And this kind of milk and
water gospel is thawing out the old dragon. Give it to
him, Tom.”

As Tom came back to the house, he heard two sweet
quavering voices singing together—

“In the Christian’s home in glory,
There remains a land of rest;
For my Saviour’s gone before me,
To fulfill my soul’s reguest.
) There is rest for the weary.”

“Grandpa,” said Tom, “if the kingdom’s come, and
the will of God done on earth anywhere, I think it’s in
hearts like yours and grandma’s.”

“Yes. The kingdom of God is within you; and some
day, Tom, when Jesus comes to weed out and burn up
the tares, he will gather the wheat into his garner. Then
he’ll renew the earth, and repeople it with the righteous,
and the kingdoms of this world will belong to our Jesus,
and he shall rule. For ‘unto thee shall it come, even the
first dominion.” But it will never be made the kingdom
of Christ through the enforecement of law. We are to
persuade, beseech, entreat, as God’s ambassadors. He'll
see to the execution of judgment. By and by, Tom, the
earth will blossom as a rose, and there won’t be any
snakes to look out for.”

“Hurrah!” shouted Tom. “Then it will be ‘my
country ’tis of thee, sweet land of liberty.”

F. B.
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No COUNTERFEIT righteousness will
aver get into circulation in heaven.

Jesus CHRIsT is the ladder that
reaches from the lowest plane of hu-
manity to the throne of God.

It is impossible for man in hisfinite
wisdom to prescribe the manner of
Sabbath observance without lower-
ing the standard of Sabbath observ-
ance from the requirements of the
divine law.

- ——

It is the fate of the SENTINEL, a8,

we suppose, of most other journals,

to be the subject of occasional eriti-,

cism. Thisis proper—the SENTINEL
doesn’t hold itself above criticism
—only we notice that the majority of
‘these come from people who don’t

read it. We want to profit by these -

criticisms, but we. hardly know how
~ to profit by criticisms of the SENTI-
NEL from people who don’t read it.
THERE are people who sa:y that the
SENTINEL is hard on the Catholies.
We deny this charge; certainly we do
not mean to be severe on the Catho-
lics, or on any others. But we are
hard on Roman Catholic principles—
we confess that. And the reason for
- this is that Roman Catholic prinei_
ples are hard on those who adhere to
them., Those principles are chains
which are bound about theadherents
of the Catholic belief. And when we
strike the chain, with the purpose of
freeing the captive, it may appear
that we are striking the maninstead;
but this is a mistake which a little
discrimination will discover. This is

the trouble with many people in their .

attitude towards God. They do not
discern that his judgments are not
against the sinner, hut against sin.
God hates sin;-but he so loved the
sinner that hegave his only-begotten

Son for his salvation. It is always.

important to discriminate between
- the principle and the person who
holds it.

" Italian cardinals.

TaE question of Pope Leo’s suc-
cessor is strongly agitating the col-
lege of cardinals at Rome, owing to
the apparent nearness of the pope’s
decease. The probapbilities, it is said,
point to the election of ‘one of the
Taking a look
historically at the “chair of Peter,”
it is to be observed that it has been
filled ‘more frequently by Italians
than by all persons of other natiin-
ality combined. And from this the
only conclusion to be drawn, from a
papal standpoint, is that the Ttalian
nation is far superior to any other
nation on earth in the sight of God.
Why it should be so is a mystery
for Catholics to explain.

) ————— R

As 17 to still further complicate the
situation respecting the Philippines,
Admiral Dewey and General Merritt
assaulted and took the city of Man-
ila, Saturday, the 13th, and received
from the Spanish commander, it is
said, the surrender of the whole Phil-
ippine group. So now it is claimed
by the American press that there is
no Philippine question, the whole
group, of islands being the property
of the United States by right of con-
quest. But this happened affer the
signing of the peace protocol; the
American commanders in the Pacific
not having learned of the advent of
peace. So that it would appear that
the United States is bound not to
make anyclaim based upon thelatest
victory of the American arms.

—_—————

THE saloon is a natural enemy of
society; therefore we havealways ad-
vocated that it be dealt with by the
law of the land as such. There isnot
one right of mankind which the sa-
loon respects; not one upon which it
has not ruthlessly trampled. Strong
drink hurls reason from its throne,
and puts in its place only the instinets
and intelligence of a beast. Why,
then, should the saloon merit pro-
tection from those to whom it is a
deadly foe? Why should a viper com-
plain because some one does not
warm it in his bosom? How many
murders has the saloon committed?
—think of it! In what other case

does civilization throw the protec-
tion of law around a murderer with
such a record? We say this iswrong;
and we believe that in saying it we
areright. The “moderate”’ drinker
cuts no figure in this question. The
saloon must be judged not by the
moderate drinkers, but by itsfinished
produets, the drunkards.

“AND it shall come to pass in the
last days,” speaks the prophetic
Word, “that I will pour out My Spirit
upon all flesh.” How then will the
Spirit be manifested by those who
receive it? Jesus Christ said, “The
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord hath anointed me
to preach good tidings unto the
meek; he hath sent me to bindup the
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives, and the opening of
the prison to them that are bound;”
and as the Spirit was manifested in
him, so will it be in his followers. The
Spirit has been poured out, and when
it is received—when the church is
ready to receive it—the world will re-
sound with the proclamation of. reli-
gious liberty in Christ.

———————

AMoNG the warnings that havebeen
sounded in the nation’s ears against
imperialism, a forcible one is the fol-
lowing from ex-Secretary John Sher-
man, whose long experience in the
business of republican government
well qualifies him to know whereof he
speaks:—

. “I regret to notice a disposition in
Congress to reach outfor outside ter-
ritory. This ambition for the oecu-
pation of territory has been the ruin
of Greece, Rome, and the great na-
tions of Asia in ancient times, and of

Spain, Austria, and Italy- in modern’

times. And now the United States is
in more danger from similar causes
than all others combined.

“The greed of territory and the at-

+

tempt to rule it lost Great Britain -

the great body of what is now the
United States of America. If we can
be content with our vast continental
possessions we can dispense with the
islands of the sea. There is no room
for them in our system of States.
Their people.do not speak our lang-
uage. Friendly trade relations can
be easily arranged, but American
domination, if attempted, will lead to
interminable evils.”
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